












































































































































































































































































 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

Nov., 1927. THE .SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. 127 
10th December.~Dull vermilion overprint, baus 21 mm. long across 

two stamps. A coarse surcharge. 12,000 printed. Varieties: Double 
surcharge; no "c" after value; "c" closer to figure of value; short serif 
to "l" of "lOc." 

While the 12th .January issue was being printed a sheet of the 5 c. 
of the 1910 issue was surcharged and sold over the counter in the usual 
way. 

The printings of August and December may also be distinguished by 
the fact that in the one the spacing between the cancelling bars and the 
figures of value measures 9 ½ mm., and in the other 8 ¼ mm. 

A trial printing was made in black, but no copies were sold. 
The printing of the 25 c. on 40 c. seems to have been more regular, 

as, with the exception of one printing of 25,000, in which the spacing 
between the bars and figures measures 2 mm., all the rest are the same, 
viz., spacing 5 mm. 

The following varieties occur: Surcharge inverted; short point to "2" 
of "2 5c"; double overprint. 

Varieties known, but which are probably printers' waste, are: 25 c. 
on 5c. of the 1916 issue; figures of surcharge doubly printed. 

There still being a shortage of 10 c. and 2 5 c. stamps towards the 
end of 1922, a quantity of the 1 fr. and 5 fr. values were taken and sur­
charged, the old values being obliterated with vertical bars. 

1922, December.-Surcharged at Boma. 
10 c. on 1 fr. olive and black. Brick-red surcharge ........... . 
25 c. on 5 fr. orange and black. Black surcharge .... . .. . 

100,0 00 issued. 
li0,li00 ,, 

No varieties of the above two staraps exist, but, as trial printings 
were made, it is possible that some printers' waste has escaped. 

The 10 c. on 1 fr. was sold out in 17 days. 
(To be Continued.) 

SOl.TTH WES'T AFRIC"\. 
My stock of this country's stamps is the largest and most 

valuable in the world, .all issues being well represented. I can 
supply most of the rarities and errors at investment prices. 

Approval selections sent to responsible collectors on re­
ceipt of want lists and references. 

I offer a few pairs and blocks (mint and used) of the rare 
5d. due with English and Afrikaans overprint. Prices on .appli-
cation. KING EDWARD SOUTH AFHICANS. 

I have a fine stock of King Edward issues of Natal, Cape, 
Transvaal and O.F.S. Prices most reasonable. Ask for quota­
tions for the items you need. 
A. BR.ONKS, 16, Old Arcade, Market St. (opp. Town Hall}, 
JOHANNESBURG. P.O. Box 4456. Phone Cent. 5379. 
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Special Triangular 
OFFER. ' ' • e 

For a limitt•d period only I offer a packe't ru 25 different A FRI CAN Trian­
gular stamps for only 8/6, post free. )Iind, nothing hutJ African tria:ngnlars in 
superb eo11ditio11. 

This JHtek!'t, is eminrntly suitrd for a Christmas gift, and can he still im­
p1·ovPd upon hy t.he addition of one or more old Cape triangnlars (nice copies 
from 7 / 6 each upwards). 

I also offrr s0111e 11icc· long ;;ets for the youngsters at give-away prices, viz.: 

100 Danzig ________ ... . 
50 Swer!Pn ____ ____ ... . 
50 Finland ___________ _ 

100 Czecho-Slovakia .... ____ .... 
.50 Jugo-Hlavia .... 

216 
l.'6 
1/6 
2/6 
1/6 

50 Soviet l'tussia .... .... 2/6 
100 France 2/6 

25 ::\Iontenegro .... .... .... .... .... 2/6 
50 South West Africa .... .... .... 12/6 

100 PortngtJPse or French Colonials, 1 /6. 

For further bargains sPe my large Price List. 

Box 76. 

LlCHTBXS'rEl~, Stamp Dealer, 

ROCXVILLE. O.F.S. 
·will clit•nt;; please- note that my offices will he clo;;ed from the midrlle of 

necemhPr trn the beginning of .January next. 

\\'E srPP!N. 
GEIRMJ\MV, 1923•2i, 
S.<J. -103-40><. 1:e11te11pfennig, complete ____ .... ____ .... . .. . 
S.<J. \J,-10.:, R\·11t-e11pfenni!r H,•rvice, comp'.ete ........................... . 
S.O. 4::0-42(). Eagle, e0111pletP (3-50 pf.) ................................... . 
S.<J. 103-10,, Eag:e Sen·ice, Complete (3-40 pf.) ....... . 
8.0. 43.1.4:011, Hhineland, complete (5, 10, ~o pf.) ........ ____ ........... . 
S.(l. 430-4:,:J. Skpha11, comp'ete ________ ............ ____ ................... . 

Per 10 100 sets. 
1 /6 

32/-
5i2 
7 /3 
3/· 
3/9 

S.G. 110-il 1. Stqillan Hnvice, Complete, mint ........ ____ ............... . 
S. (J. 427, l :\la!'k pictorial ____ .... .... ____ .... ____ .... .... .... .... .... . .. . 
~UL 4:2~. 2 marks pictorial ............ ____ ............................ ____ ... . 
S.G. 4:2!1, 3 ntal'ks pictorial ........................ ____ ............ ____ .... ___ _ 
8.(l. 42!~a. 5 marks pietorial ............ ________ .................... Per one, 4/• 
l!J:W-2i, JJOl'~raits, '.1, 5, 8, 10, 15, 20, '25. 30, 40, !i0, 80 pf., complete 

.. ,, 3-50 pf. ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- .... ---· ···- ·--- ---· 
Charity 1!)24, P,.G. '416-419, mint ________ ................ ____ ............... . 

10)'/i. tnint ................ ________ ........ ____________ .... ____ ... , ....... . 
1~~6-~7. 5 + 5, 10 + 10, 25 + 25, 50 + 50, mint ....... . 
Hl27 (2nd Oetoher), Hindenhurg's portrait, 8 + 7, 15 + 15, 

25 + 25, 50 + 50, mint ....................... , ____ .... , ... . 
Air Sbmps, 1!)24, S.O. 408-415. complete .......... , Per one set 6/6 

Prices in £ s. d, Postage extra. 

5/· 
1/3 

10/-

4/6 

65/· 
10/· 
23/· 

24/• 

12/6 

11/· 

38/-
10/-

210/· 

220/· 

General packets and coHections of countries of unexcelled quality and value. List with 
over 400 offers graUs and post free. 
Special! Offt't",. 2,r(iO different ;European, a very fine composition, rnonnt.ed in hooks, 

only 28/-. 
WE SUPPLY TO DEALERS ONLY. 

WE TIJiJQUHrn. 
SOUT[-1 AFRICA. - Ct\rrc:1t. and older stamps, short and long sets, and single 

stiamp5, per HJ0 an<ll ,000. Also collections of countries-Great Britain, Bgypt, l\Tesop­
ot.amia, India, :~11 British Colonies, U.S.A., etc., etc. 

We reouire exchange with the whole world on net basis ... \Ve can offer single stamps 
per 100 and 1,000; approval selectioqs in bettor-class sets, etc.; country and gene:ral 
packrts of unequalled qu:~lity and value; all philatelic reqt\lsit€s of our manufacture . 
. Full list gratis and post free. Please send samples with price and number of all values 
and sets. 

Ps\TL n. SCHWHRDTXER, BICRLIN \V. 10, Germany. 
THE LEADING GERMAN' WHOLESALE HOUSE, 

()Tt>mher I.l'.H.V., Berlin; Brussels; A.S.D.A., New York). 
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LONDON STAMP NEWS. 

\\'ere the Cape '·'\Voodblocks" \Vood ?-A philatelic problem of con­
siderable interest for South African Philatelists is raised in the columns 
of the "Bazaar," as the result of some comments by the present writer as 
to the appropriateness of' the term "Woodblocks," so commonly applied to 
the Cape triangular provisionals of 18 61. It has always been assumed 
that the original dies for these stamps were engraved by Mr. Roberts on 
steel, and practically all philatelic writers on the subject have been unani­
mous on this point. Even the description attached to the official exhibit 
of the stereos in the South African Museum at Cape Town states that they 
were produced from two steel dies-but were they? 

My old friend Mr. Frank Goodman, of Birmingham, a Fellow of the 
Royal and a former specialist in Cape "triangulars," now comes forward 
with a theory that the master-dies must have been engraved on wood, 
hence the appositeness of the designation "Woodblocks." As an experienced 
printer he contends that not only do the stamps themselves present every 
indication of being cast from wooden dies, but that the process was quicker 
and more economical than steel engraving. Moreover, an engraver on 
steel might reasonably have been expected to have produced a more 
finished article than the indefinite botch of the average specimen of a 
Cape "W/oodblock." 

Perchance some reader of the "South African Philatelist" may be in 
a position to cast new light upon this age-old problem, and so settle once 
and for all the question as to whether these stamps were actual "Wood­
blocks" or very inferior steel engravings? It seems not unlikely that the 
original dies may still be in existence somewhere in South Africa. 

Colonial Stamp Changes.-The new 5d. stamps of Ascension and St. 
Helena are to hand as I write. They are apparently intended to replace 
the 4d. value, of which no more are to be printed. The 15/- St. Helena 
is also sold out and will not be reprinted, so the market price has already 
taken a big jump. It is curious that whilst the two African i:::lands have 
just added a 5d. value to their current postage stamp series, this denomin­
ation is at the same time being dropped from the contemporary issues of all 
the Leewar,i Islands dependencies. There has been a fine scramble for the 
5d. Leewards and Montserrat since the news became known, so that the 
stock' books of the leading London stamp dealers have heen completely 
stripped. Another stamp of recent issue that has unexpectedly turned out 
to be a rarity is the 4 annas India (Postage only), in the Nasik printing 
from the old De La Rue plate with the "Service" overprint. As much as 
£6 a copy is quoted for this variety by Indian philatelists to-day. 

J<'orthcoming; lssues.-The latest 3d. stamp of the British Colonies to 
change its colour is that of Dominica, a new printing in red and black on 
yellow having been despatched to the Colony in place of the former blue 
variety. Amongst those due to make an early appearance on Script C.A. 
watermarked paper are the 5d., 6d., 1/-, 2/6 and 5/- British Solomon 
Islands, 21 cents Johore and 6d. St. Vincent. The 6 cents Mauritius has 
been printed in sepia in the new King's head type. 

A new definite stamp issue of Trans Jordania has been printed in 
London and despatched to that State. The stamps bear the likeness of 
the Emir Abdullah and are of the denominations 2 milliemes i :ue-green. 
3 m. pale pink, 4 m. light green, 5 m. orange, 10 m. red, 15 r~. dark blue, 
20 m. olive, 50 m. purple, 90 m. bistre, 100 m. cobalt blue, and 200 m. 
tnauve. 

(Continued on Page 132.) 
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THE 1928 CATALOGUES. 

(jibbons' Catalogue, H)28.- --Part I. ( British Empire) 6 / 6, postage 
7d. Part II. (Foreign countries) 10/-, postage 1/-. Whole-world Vol­
ume 15/-, postage 1/4. Interleaved Editions: Part I., 10/6, postage 1/-. 
Part II. 16/6, postage 1/6. Published by Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391, 
Strand, London, W.C.2. 

To collectors of modern stamps generally the new Gibbons is a neces­
si,ty, but as alterations in prices, etc., are not by any means confined to 
recent issues those who favour the older emissions cannot be up-to-da,.te 
without the 1928 edition. 

Of cour:,:e, there are many big increases in the British Empire 
section, notably in recent Georgians. Most of the well-known rarities in 
recent issues have moved a few points upwards, while one or two which 
rose skyhigh in the excitement of the moment have come down a little. 

Some remarkable rises are to be noticed in stamps which were cur­
rent when the 1927 edition appeared, while favourites which have been 
obsolete for a few years have continued their upward trend. Examples 
occur in most Colonies, S.W. Africa and Rhodesia shewing notable 
examples. In these countries the alterations are numerous and often sen­
sational. 

Let us look at S.W. Africa for a moment. Practically everything has 
risen, interesting examples being the 10/- and £1, Type I., which have 
jumped from £3 and £8 to £5 and £12 per mint pair, respectively: the 
5/-, 10/- and £1, Type IL, which are now priced respectively at £4, £8 
and £2 O per mint pair. The £1, Type Ill., has risen from £3 to £6. 

In the postage dues foe 5d., Type II., is now v.alued at £6, and with 
Type III. at the same figure. The 3d. De la Rue, Type VI., is priced at 
£1 per pair. There are a few prices which do not suit the South African 
market. Whereas one or two stamps can be bought at half catalogue the 
majority realise about three-quarters to full catalogue, and quite a few 
well over catalogue. The "vVes" and other varieties have risen to prices 
which will give satisfaction to those who boUJght them even recently. 

Rhodesia shews many increases, quite a number of them occurring 
in the 1909 and 1910-16 issues. In the Admiral type there are many 
H'markable rises, one of the most sensational being in the ld. aniline-red, 
l't>rf. 14, which has jumped from 6d. to £5 (mint). 

The upward tendency in the Union King's Head issue has already 
started, while the air mail set is now priced at 7 /8. The 1/- due is now 
listed at 15/-., but the Officials are unpriced. 

In the foreign section a great deal of revision is noticeable. Modern 
French Colonials are pursuing an upward trend, as also are the issues of 
China, Holland, Russia and a number of other countries. 

The Mocambique list is very interesting. Most of the varieties of the 
war tax stamps overprinted and unoverprinted, are now priced, and at 
figures ,vhich will bring joy to the hearts of those who hold stocks. Inf 
the Ceres issue we find that the 5 c., 7 ~ c., 8 c. and 10 c. unsurfaced paper, 
perf. 15 x 14, are priced at 12/6 each. The H c. was valued at 2d. in 
the 19 2 7 edition! Unfortunately our· editor no longer possesses the many 
sheets of these stamps which he bought at face value a few years ago. 

In the space at our disposal we cannot do full justice to the new 
catalogue. Readers may, however, take our word when we say that it 
is the best yet. Many spaces which were blaink in previous editions now 
contain prices, while the production and arrangement of the work are of a 
very high standard. 
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The Standard Catalo~ue of Postage Stam}lS of the {World. 1928. 
Published by Whitfield King & Co., Ipswich, England. Price 6/6, post 
free. 

The new edition shows several improvements. Numbers have been 
introduced for the purpose of identifying the illustrations, and new and 
clearer type used for sub-headings. 

Revision is noticeable ill\ S.W. Africa, foreign P.Os. in Morocco, 
Switzerland, Greece, Peru, Roumania and a number of other countries. 

Some of the recent issues having had short lives many increases are 
to be noticed in French Colonials. 

Several obsolete Unions are cheap at Whitfield King's prices, the air 
mail set being quoited at 4/6 and the 1/- postage due at only 10/-. 

This bemg a simplified catalogue no S.W. African errors are listed. 
Pictorial stamps bearing the S.W.A. overprint are listed, those with the 
two line overprint being, as a result, quoted at a good premium. 

Whitfield King's prices for S.W. AJfricans are usually considerably 
less than those quoted by other catalogue publishers, and many items are 
worth acquiring at their quotations. 

It seems remarkable that one can still purchase a whole world cata­
logue which can be accommodated in one's pocket without causing bulg­
ing. At the modest price of 6/6 no junior and simple life collector need 
be without a catalogue. 

YYert & Tellier-Champion's Catalogue of the Postage Stamps of the 
\Vorld. 1928. Published by Theodore Champion, 13 Rue Drouot, Paris; 
and Yvert & Co., 37 Rue des J.acobins, Amiens, France. Price 38 francs 
plus 6 fcs. postage. 

There i6 no English edition of the latest issue of this popular cata­
logue, but it is not necessary to have a thorough knowledge of French to 
follow the text. 

Although the sterling value of the franc is not given, the prices in 
the new edition are obviously convertible at approximately 2d. per franc. 

It is generally thought that Yvert's is a very simplified catalogue, 
but although it is not as complete as Gibbons, very many major and minor 
varieties are listed. Those who collect perforated offi.cials and telegraph 
stamps ham to refer to the Yvert catalogue, for they are not mentioned in 
those issued by other firms. 

A few quotations from countries popular in South Africa may be of 
interest. The Union air mail set is quoted at 8/- and the 1/- postage due 
:at 16/6. 

In listing S.W. Africans Yvert's does not follow the system used in 
Gibbons, although a'fter a little study the various types can be recognised. 
Not all of th(• well known varieties are mentioned, but among those liRted 
we find the ld. and 2d. postagte, Type I., inverted overprint, priced at 
£8 5s. per pair, and the 1/3 with similar variety at approximately £12 10s. 

The £1 Type I. is valued at £10 5s. per pair, and the same denomina­
tion with Type III. at £8 5s. The Type II. 5d. due is priced at £5 per pair. 

-~Under Rhodesia we find the £2 1909 issue quoted at approximately 
£20 15s. mint, while the £1 of the same issue with the overprint in violet 
is listed at about £62 for a mint specimen. £41 10s. is the value placed 
on the £1 double head error of colour, i.e., for a mint copy. 

:'.\fast philatelists engaged in buying, ,selling or exchanging foreign 
stamps, as ,vell as certain British Colonials, find Yvert's a very handy cata­
lo&ue for comparisons. 
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'l'he Postal Issues of Hejaz, .Jeddah and Nejd. By D. F. Wa;rin. Pub­
lished by D. Field, 7, Vigo St., Regent St., London, Wl. Price 21/-, post 
free. 

The author of this wonderfully produced monograph has had excep­
tional opportunities for acquiring information and, therefore, his work is 
a standard of reference. He has been able to examine official documents 
and the finest collections and dealers stocks. 

The issues of the states dealt with are rather complicated and 
numerous, but the author has made the path of the collector easy. 

A large coloured map is a real help, while the geographical and his­
torical notes make very interesting reading. The stamps are dealt with in 
ten chapters, the fullest details, check lists and illustrations being given. 
There being ninety illustrations, it will be seen that the text can be 
readily followed, even by those who know little or nothing about the 
stamps described. 

As we have said, the work is wonderfully produced. It consists of 
130 large pages in addition to the indices. The edition is limited to 350 
copies. 

LOXDOX S'l'XUP XE\VS.-(Continued from Page 129). 

Odds and Ends.-The Grand Prix of the recent Luxemburg Stamp 
Exhibition went deservedly to Mr. R. F. A. Riesco's matchless collection 
of Capes, in which thei star piece is a block of four of the ld. red "Wood­
block," including the 4d. error. I had supposed this remarkable item 
unique, but. although it is valued at £1,500, Mr. Godden informs me that 
there is another block 01' a similar kind extant in a private collection. 

Great is the value of publicity! The so-called "Czar's Collection" of 
Romanoff proofs and essays failed to reach the reserve price at the open­
ing sale of the philatelic season, but as the result of the newspaper pub­
licity given to the sale a private purchaser was quickly found for the 
collection at £500. Since then it is rumoured that it has changed hands 
at a handsome profit.-D.B.A. 

PUFFING OFFER. 
LI THU ANIA. 1919 issue (Gahhons Nos. 

27-5i), complete set of 31 different 
for on'y 1/5 net. 

2.000 hinges, ~rst class quality, 4d. 
5,00u , Sd. 

You get a valuable 
present in stamps, and 
a~ an approval from 
18 without obligation 
to rny. All stamps from 
me are genuine. The 
lette- will be franked 
with•- interesting Swiss 
tete-beche stamps. 

I 

Eugen Sekula, 
"Villa Heimeli," LUCERNE 12, 

SWITZERLAND. ------

HIGH VALUE 

BRITISH COLONIALS. 
:.: specialise only in the above 

stamps and will be pleased to fill 
any \VANT LISTS you care to 
send me at very moderate 
prices. Send catalogue numbers 
and state if mint or used are 
required. 

All stamps on approval. 

CHAS. AUSTIN, 
89, FARRINGDOX ST., 

LONDON, E.C. 4, ENGLAND 

Please mention the " S.A. Philatelist" when answering adverts. THANKS! 

If your subscription is due please renew promptly and th us make 
sure of receiving future issues. 
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South African Philatelist 
(P.O. Box 5826, JOHANNESBURG.) 

OFFICIAL ORGAN of the following Philatelic Societies :-Pretoria, East Rand, 
Natal, Cape Town, East London. Port Elizabeth, South West African, Rhodesian, 

Johannesburg Stamp Club, Grahamstown and East African. 

Annual Suhscription : 5/·, post free. Advertisement Tariff on Request. 

Vol. 5. No. 11. DECEMBER, 1927. Whole No. 59. 

................ .. , ........................... ..... .. ............. .... ... ................ .. .......... ~ . 

• 
~~TH ~i~_ ~R~C~-.~~ltl: __ --=-z __ ·:~_ 
'(lb, UJJ," A1P . . ,attl .dfJY >. (WR:-~ I ~ ~~ <?~ ~_c. nm1~ 

' -~: __ C'.'.W'.'11.=-............... -.............. ............ .. .......... ................... .. -..... · .. -...... ~ ... - - . -.... ... . 

No sooner was our November issue off the press than perforated 
~omplete· sheets of Afrikaans triangulars came to hand from Windhoek. 
It is quite obvious that the sheets have 
been perforated through the pa<'kets of 
(iO becoming exhausted. John Meinert, 
Ltd., are to be congratulated on having 
accomplished the rather difficult work 
of perforating sheets of triangulars. 
That the work was not easy is proved 
by the fact that some sheets have been 
perforated very erratically. Mr. Bronks 
shews us copies of the English stamps 
with double perforation, while in no 
sheet which we have seen are the lines 
of perforation invariably the same dis­
tance apart. Sometimes the perforations 
run midway between two rows of stamps, 
while in other cases they touch the 
stamps, the result being that that at the corners the three lines of perfor­
ations do not meet at the same point. 

In the case of both English and Afrikaans sheets marginal stamps 
are not perforated along the side next to the margin. Thus, cop!es arP 
obtainable perforated as follows : Perforated on three sides; imperforate 
at right and left sides; imperforate at left side; imperforate at right side. 
In the case of both languages the perforation is 1 H. 

§[lllllllllllllllllll!lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllillllllllllllllilllllllllllllllllllllll!!IIIIIIIIIIIIIJJIIIIIIIJlllllllll!lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll!IIIJIJl!llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll~ 

I ~o @ur lReaoera : I 
I R baPP\2 ctbrtsfmaa ant, a 1l3rtgbt ant, I 
I tProaperoua 1Rew }Pear. 11 
~llll!llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllilllllllllllllllllll!llllllllllllllllllllllllfllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll!lllllllllllllllllllllllllllll; 
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\Ve anticipate that when the packets of unoverprinted Union triangu­
lars are exhausted any remaining stock of unoverprinted imperforated 
sheets will be perforated and placed on P.O. counters. 

Another New Overprint ? 

Mr. A. Lichtenstein writes : " There are persistent rumours that the 
' S.W.A.' overprint is not going to last for long," while the Director of 
Posts .and Telegraphs, Windhoek, informs Mr. H. Mallet-Veale that " the 

question of overprinting the ½d., ld. and 
6d. postage stamps is receiving the at­
tention of the Administration, and if at 
all possible a different setting of the 
type will he arranged." 

The variety no stop after " A " in the 
" S.W.A." overprint occurs on stamp No. 
148 (horizontal row 13, number 4) in 
the case of the ½d., ld. and 6d. valueb, 
and on the fourth stamp of the third 

horizontal row of the bottom left pane in the 1/3 and £1 denominations. 

The Director of Posts confirms our own statement that no more 5d. 
postage due stamps will be overprinted. This value with the English and 
Afrikaans overprint is proving very elusive, and that it will become a 
rarity is; a foregone conclusion. 

LATEST UNION NEWS. 

Mr. H. E. Healing writes : "A minor, but constarnt, variety (I ha,ve 
examined a good many sheets) occurs in the ½d. pictorial, Pr,e<toria tp,rinting, 
on stamp No. 12 in the second horizontal row, the "F" of" SUIDAFRIKA" 
being very blurred, wh<ile on stamp No. 12 of the tenth horizo,ntal row ther:e 
i,s a fairly lar1ge white ,blob obliterating sev,era1 of the leaves to the! rig1ht of 
the stam;p. Theise varieties ,also occur in sheets overp,rinted ".S.vV.A." 

"With reference to the retouch in the ½d. Pr,etoria p:rinted pictorial 
pointed out to you by MT. Newcombe-Bond : When it first mad1e its a,ppear­
ance it was very marked but I notice that the latest printings are ve•ry weak. 
I 1have this retouch in several shade,s and, of course, also with: the 8.\V.A. 
overprint." 

On a she,et bought at the Johannesburg Post Office on December 2nd 
the retouch can easily be picked out. 

Pictorial post cards bearing a ½d. stamp have made their appearance. 
The stamp is printed in green a.nd black and is the same desi1gn as the 
adhesive ½d. pictorial, except that the wording is SOUTH Al<'RICA at top 
an<l SOIDAFHIKA in the panel below the central desigin. Along,side the 
stamp is a rectangle in which the public is informed, in hoth official 
languages that if the card is sent overseas another ld. must be added. 

The registration envelopes (all size-s) now on issue bear the inscriptions 
in English and Afrikaans, although the de,sign is unaltered. The inscription 
on 1l1e e1Phnssed s1arnp is uow ., Union of South Africa-Reg.istr1at,io,n-Unie 
van Suidafrika-Registrasie." 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

Dec., 1927. THE SOUTH AFRICAN PIIILATELISiJ'. 135 

(?]1IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIJJIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII-IIIIIIIIIIJJIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIJIIIIIIIIJII!] 

I RHODESIA I 
~-I 1898-190'~'""""~':'~""""~~.~:E-BISTRE I 

J IIA VE just acquired a most remark­
able complete sheet of the above 

stamp in this •hitherto unchronicled 
colour. In the next catalogue this will be 

listed as :-

-

S.G. 84b. 
The sheet is no,v being broken up and 

copies can be supplied 
at 

60/.. each. 

PAIRS and BLOCKS pro rata. 

THIS sheet was purchased over the 
counter in 1903. 

No other copies have ever been chronicled 
: : in this distinctly different colour. : : 

Leonard Gill, 
37, PICCADILLY, LONDON, W.1., 

ENGLAND. 
Telephone : GERRARD 2709 

0,11111111111 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111u1111111u111u111E11:u1111111111111u111111111111111111111111111111u 1111115111111111!) 
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REPAIRED STAMPS. 

WH.-\'r 'l'Hl:1J Qt:AH'l'Z LAJIP UOJJS. 

The activities of those people who rejuvenate stamps have come in 
for a considerable amount of discussion of late. During recent years re­
pairers have perfected their process to such an extent that it is becoming 
more and more difficult to detect their work by the usual means. 

This type of faking is done by " studios " which specialise in this 
work, and the repaired stamps seem to find their way into job lots and 
approvals offered by dealers who are careless or have not the necessary 
equipment to detect fakery. 

Most of the stamps which receive attention from the repairers are 
early issues. Margins are added to close cut specimens and thinned parts 
filled in. If it is worth while financially the design of a stamp can be 
slightly altered. 

A practically infallible method of detecting repaired stamps is avail­
able to philatelists. It is the analytic quartz lamp. It is also very efficient 
in detecting traces of fiscal cancellations on stamps which have been 
" cleaned '' with chemicals. 

Most organic tissues shew, when strongly illuminated, characteristic 
flourescence, but the intensity of this is usually so weak that the special 
flourescent colour is not perceptible under light from ordinary sources. It 
is here that the quartz lamp comes in. By means of highly actinic rays, 
in conjunction with the exclusion of the ordinary light, the characteristic 
flourescence is produced with extraordinary intensity, and is plainly visible 
owing to the surrounding darkness. 

Papers of different manufacture, although apparently alike, are very 
different when seen under the ultra-violet rays of the quartz lamp. How­
ever careful a repairer is to match his papers the quartz lamp is infallible 
unless the added margins, etc., are of the same paper as the original. 

The Southern Stamp Co. (Africa) Ltd., are to be congratulated on 
their enterprise in installing one of these lamps. We have witnessed 
some demonstrations and were amazed at its extraordinary efficiency. 

The stamps in a couple of books which were on offer from an over­
se;:1,3 dealer were exa::nined. In some cases added margins were visible to 
the naked eye, but under the quartz lamp they shewed up remarkably. In 
other cases the repairing was invisible to the naked eye, but the lamp 
settled the matter beyond doubt. Thinned stamps which had the missing 
portions of their backs filled in looked, when placed under the rays, as if 
they had a piece of mustard plaster affixed to them ! 

I:1 the case of modern high values from which fiscal cancellations had 
been discharged the traces of the fiscal marks could often be read when 
the stamps were placed under the lamp. 

The quartz lamp is also useful in detecting forgeries. If a forgery 
nnd :i stamp known to be genuine are placed under the rays the two will 
show up quite differently. Forged overprints on genuine stamps usually 
shew up in the same way. 

The Southern Stamp Co.'s lamp was put to a very severe test and 
proved its worth. A Johannesburg collector possesses a British ld. black 

(Continued on page 144.) 
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BIUO[PDA. - The 1/- on script watermark paper is to hand from 
::VlesErs .. Whitfield King & Co. 

CEYL0X.-Mr. R. Roberts has received the new 10 R. and 20 n. 
stamps and they prove to be in the small type used 
for the Nyasaland and Tanganyika low values (illus­
trated herewith), and not in the large type. It, there­
fore, follows that the new 1, 2 and 5 Rupees stamps 
are also in this small design . 

HUSH FREJ;_J ~;rrAT~J .. . Mr. Chas. Moffitt, of Dur­
ban, shews us something really novel. As is known. 
the Thom overprints on the 2/6, 5/- and 10/- British 
stamps shew the date " 1922 " spaced wide, while in the Dublin Castle 
printings the figures are close together. Mr. Moffit shews us a block of the 
2/6 stamp shewing both varieties of the spacing. 

It would appear that some of the linotype slugs or stereos in the Dub­
lin Castle formes became worn out, so either new slugs or stereos (we are 
not sure which are used) were made, or some slugs or stereos taken from 
the obsolete Thom formes and inserted in place of the defective ones, 

This mixed overprint occurs on the 2/6, 5/- and 10/- stamps. In 
a block of 40 of the 2/6 Mr. Moffitt has noticed the wide spaced " 1922 " 
on 2 6 stamps and the narrow spacing on 14 copies. 

"Gibbons' Stamp Monthly" warns collectors to be careful that they do 
not accept the wide spaced Dublin Castle stamps as the scarcer Thom 
stamps, which suggests that specialists in Irish issues have struck a tough 
proposition. To add to their difficulty the two spacUgs are scattered indis­
criminately throughout the sheet. Thus, while one can get a block of four 
all showing narrow spacing out of a sheet, it is also possible to obtain a 
horizontal block of eight all with the wide spacing. 

Blocks shewing the two spacings should become good property when 
the definitive 2/6, 5/- and 10/- stamps appear. 

SUDAN.-Messrs. Whitfield King & Co. submit the 4 milliemes post­
age due stamp on the new paper (wmk. mult. S.G.). 

TRANSJ0RDAN.-We are able from s.pecimens sent us by Messrs. 
Whitfield King & Co., and H. & G. H. Jopling, to supplement the details 
of the definitive issue given last month. The denominations to 2 0 mil­
liemes are of the usual small stamp size, the higher values being slightly 
larger. The same design, portrait of the Amir, is common to all values. 
The stamps are line engraved and watermarked multiple script C.A. 
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The Stamps of the Belgian Congo. 
By H. MALLET-VEALE. 

(All Rights Reserved.) 

PAH'J' 111.-THE BELGIAN CONGO (Postage Stam1ls) .--Continued. 

While the provisionals mentioned last month were being printed at 
Boma a shortage of 25 c. stamps took place in Elisabethville. A stock 
of the 10 c. on 30 c. of the 1921 issue was handed over to a local printe.· 
with instructions to turn them into 2 5 c. stamps. The surcharging was 
carelessly done with oily grey-black ink and numerous varieties occurred. 

H)22; Decembe1·.- Surcharged at Elizabethville : 

0, 2fi Oil 30 C. Oil 10 c,., , ... 
VarietiPs : ,2/i instead of 0, 25. 

0. 25 for 0, 25 

____ 10,000 printed 

The variety no stop under " c " of " 3 0c." also occurs. Two printings 
of 5,000 each were made. 

192:~. )fa1•ch.--.A shortage of 2 5 c. stamvs again occurring at Elisa­
beth ville a supply of the 3 0 c. on 10 c. of 19 2 2 was taken to the same 
printer and overprinted in oily grey-black ink with slightly smaller type. 
Again numerous varieties occurred, as well as those mentioned above, and 
ctgain ten thousand copies were surcharged. · 

Top row : Genuine snrcharges. Bottom row : Forged surcharges. 

'I'he two foregoing provisionals were extensively forged, but the forging 
was carelessly done. The fakes may be divided as follows : 

.1•'orged in Brussels : Ink intense black, the figures very clear, and 
the ' 0" of "O 25" round. This counterfeit exists double and inverted. 

(Continued on page 144.) 
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1 

------------ovnsr:MciAI-:iTms~------------------, 
1, BRITISH COLONIAL SERVICE, ,NEW l8SUE.S AND Cl'RRENT. at 10 per 

cent.ABOVE FACJ,:. Sell(! for J>articulars or, bet.ter still. send a rleposit 
and your complete want list of currrnt British Colonials and receive a 

t selection hy return, f 

I 
LATEST NEW ISSUES : Transjordan, 2 n1.--:W0 m., completr 13/-; Hnmuda, : 

1/- Script, 1/_2; British Guiana, !l6 c. Script, 4/8; Br. Sol. ls., 4cl., Script, t 
S½d,; 2/- Script, 2/4. 
AlHIIRAL TYPE, New Zealand, 2/- @ 2/5; 3/- @ 3/8; Samoa, 2/· @ 2/6; l 
3/- @3/9, f 

2, PORTUGAL AND COLONIES. Want lists solicited. All the recent Portuguese ♦ 
commemorative issues in stock. ♦ 

lnd.-pendence set, complete (1926), Cat 13/- ____ .... 8/· t 
,, ,. surcharges, scarce, S.G .. 716-725, Cat. 4/3 2/- t 

:.\lonthly Bulletin of Bargains and Special Offers .... 1 /· per year. t 
t H. & G. H. ,JOPLIXG, -t--1-, Uisca ltd., XE\\'POH'l' ()Ion.), Eng-. t 

..... ~ ............ -...... -----~---~------------~-~---~--------~ ,·-----------... ---~~--~·---~ 
l CollectoY! ~~Eler~~~rgs to pa~- i 
t ahout half catalogue prices for stamps : l should avail themseives of our excep- t 
f tional Want List Approval Service. Our t 
t stock is fully comprehensive in all coun- t 
t trieB, Co1onial and Foreign, old and new, t 
t with only good copi<:'s of common to t 
t rare stamps. A list of requirements, t 
t small or large. receives immediate atten- t 
f tion with a prompt reply, which we also t 
t expect from om clients. The stamps t 
t are sent on approval with no obligation t 

. t to purchase. What can be supplied in t 
t out-of-the-way and really scarce items t 
t often surprises new customers. All our t 
f stock is for '-'lie with nothing put aside •♦ 
f for a rise, but popular stamps cannot he 

l supplied helow current market prices. f 
\\'e have, and are willing to ! 

t suppl;r the stamps. 
f Stock Books containing complete selec-

t
♦♦ tions of any country are available for 

important purchases, whilst smaller 

t 
selections can he sent to those having 
more modest r.-quirements. l Alwa;rs 1·eady to purchase. 

f G.-neral or Specialised Collections, of any 
f siz.-, l\lixecl Lots or Single Stamps. Senci 
t for inspection, state price required, and l we rPply without delay. f 

. Bridger & Kay. Ltd., : 
L~~-~J~~~:_!~~~_::::__~,.:.~:J 

,--....... ~~ .... .-. ... ,_. ..................... ....._.~ ...... .., 
t t 
• • ! Portugal I 
I and Colonies. j 
: Zambezia, 20 cliff., usecl .... .... .... 4/G l 
t Port. Congo, Vasco cla Gan1a, 6 clifi. t 
f mint .... .... .... .... .... .... .... .... 2/ ·- I 
♦ Port. India, 16 ditf., mint .... .... .... 2/· f 
t Timor, 15 cliff., used .................... 2/11 f 
i Portugal, 1926 Independence pictor- f 
t hi! set, 2 c.--le., 17 cliff., mint 2/2 f 
♦ Portugal, Camilo cle Branco, set of f l 7 (2 c~--10 c.) mint .... .... .... .... 4½d, l 
♦ 25 cliff. Port. Cols, mint .... .... 3d. t ! :" :: .. ················ ,t I 
t 50 .. ,. mi11t and used 3d. t 
f Cash with order by bnnk draft or notes; 
t or blank British Postal Orders. Postage 
f extra. 

t CI-L-\RLBS ,J. CH,UIBEHS, 

f Hua Candido <los Ueis HU, 

l _____ .:~~~~~~:~~:: ______ l 
r--;-~--;--;--;--;-~~::n-::0::::-~::-s~~~c~~~:s-· 
i in all parts of the world agree that 

! THAN EVER Stanley Gibbons' Monthly Journal, 
t • in its new form, as GIBBONS' 

STAMP MONTHLY, is better than ever. A real magazine for 
stamp collectors. Not a highbrow treatise. 

Subscription as. a year, post free an;rwhere, Trial cop;r J;'HHE. 

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD~ 
D~::P'I'. ;32 : ;m1, S'l'U.AXD, J,oxnox, \V.C'.2. 
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THE FOURPENCE BLACK TRIANGULAR CAPE. 

The Story of a Mystery Rarity. 

By FRED J. MELVI,LLE (In The Postage Starnp). 

There ar-e times When we conten1)plate the classic stamps ais lai,d bare 
of all th1eiir secrets, but experi,enc,e. shows that their pos,sibiliti,e,s for further 
in vestig:a:tion are, almost unlimi te1d. 

One need ,01rnly reca,lltha,t it i1s within the p1a,st f,ew years that Mr. Mo-rt.on 
w.as able to ten us why thie Cape,s were triangular, that Mr. Sefi wa,s able t,o 
show how the di,es vver-e rolled in i1n pia,ir.s, and that Mr. Pem1berton d1i1scovei-ed 
the stereotype Yarieties of the woodblocks. 

Now ther-e cro,ps up an old mystery stamp, which haid he-en all but for­
gotten by the present generation of collectors. We had a note of the 4d. 
triangular stamp in black, which was referred to in the old " Philatelic 
Quarterly," of 1878, and have ment1ioned it i,n connec1tion with supposed 
"mourning stamps." In our auction r,ecords we foillnd but a single entry 
of such ,a stamp at Mr. ·w. Hadlow's thirteenth sale in Londion, on Novemher 
19th, 18 9 2. 

Mter thirty-five years, this very 1sp,eciirnien m1alrns its re-app,e1aranc,e in 
the aruction room, and coUectors, will give i1t more re,s1p,ectfull att,e,ntion than 
they did in 1892, when it was sold for 70s., quite a good price for a stamp 
of which but little wa,s known, and when most people would s1Usp,ect it of 
being a, chan~eling. It i1s a used c,opy, and a:lthoug'h its postmiark i:s. not 
dear enoug:h to identify on the black of the stamp desi.gn, it has: ,every a,pp,ear­
ancie of, being genui,nely us1e1d. 

'mm tradition of a 4d. black triangular Cape has haunted the stamp 
world fr,o,m, quite early tim,e,s. A good p,art of a s,ess,ion of the fh'st Lnter­
nia,t1iona1 Conigr1€IS!S of T'imbro;ph.i1€1s at Fari,s in 1878 ;wa:s dievot,eid/ to la: com­
munication and ,a cUscussion upon the stamp, and as the form,er pr•e1Sents 
som,e inter1esti.ng, if not altoge,ther rel,iabl,e information, we tran;s,lat,e it from 
the putEshe:d proceedings ,of that early Congre,s1s. 

Nt:,W :ISSUE SERVICE 
; . Fwo~QOD. LONDONSE.19. ~. ,• ...... 

FOR SALE.- Pane 60 "Halve Penny" ou 
3d. 0.~'.8. (8.G. 77) with full margins, 
control No. 1. Each pane contains un­
catalogued p c n n y error. Price 30{·, 

TANGANYIKA, 3/- (No. 85a), price 
6/6; 2/- (84a) price 5/-... Both mint. 

BOVILLE STAMP CO., 
Box 26, KROONSTAD, 

HIGH VALUE 

BRITISH COLONIALS. 
i specialise only in the above 

stamps and will be pleased to fill 
any \VANT LISTS you care to 
send me at very moderate 
prices. Send catalogue numbers 
and state if mint or used are 
required. 

All stamps on approval. 

CHAS. AUSTIN, 
89, FARRINGDON ST., 

LONDON, E.C. 4, ENGLAND 
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THE STORY OF THE HIRSCH COPY. 

The Communication read at the meeting on August 28th, 1878, was 
fro-ma ,Mr. Hermann Hinsch, of Berlin, anid is as follows:-

" At the personal request of Mr. Schmidt de 1Wilde, made at the time 
of n1.y viisit to Pads fast July, to send you a paper on some: p1hilateJic subj,ect, 
and having given my promi,se., I now fulfil the saime in s,e,ndin:g you these 
few line1s conc,ernin,g one of thei r:a11est of stamp,g_ Th1is is a 4d. Mac~ ,stamp 
of the Gap,e of Goo.ct Ho,p,e. 

"A yeiar ag;o, M. Friedl, of Vi,e:nna, being in Berlin, put n1:e in touch 
with ,a Mr. G. F-e, a collector ,and dealer in stamps. In due c,our.se o,f our 
p:hilateilic conv1ersat:iom, w1e ,spo,k,e amon:g other !things, of the old triangular 
·stamps o,f t1he Ca:p,e of Good H10pe:, and to my gr,eat .surpr1ise, J l00,1rned ithat 
Mr. F. w1as al:so the: po,S1s•es,sor ,od' a 4d. black 1stamp of this colony. I may say 
that this was the fir 1st time that I haid heard of another collection cont1aining 
this very rare stamp, .for until now, and in ,spite o,f freque,nt inquiri:e,s., no 
one has, been able to show me a similar ·::::ip,ecimen. It is fift,e,e,n y,ears s.Lnce 
I obtain:eid p0is1::::e.ssion of my copy, and thrn,ugihorut tJirn,e y,ears I lh1aive li::~e,n 
on the look out for another copy. I ougiht at once to ,say that it i,s not a 
stamp which. has become black through any proc,e1s,s what,ev,er, that I am 
neither a ehe1mist nor ,a st/amp d•ea.ler aind could have no inte,re,st in bringi,ng 
forth fr1es1h ,goo.ds for sal,e, but that I take great painis in the form,a,ti,on or a 
fiine and rich collecU.on of ,stamps. 

"It is ;not surprising that the authentieity of the s,tamp in question 
shoiuld be in doubt, for up to now ,no cat,aloguei lists it, anid considie.rin\g\ itsi 
gr.eat ria.rity, it ,is ,almost entir,e,ly unknown. Lallier hia,d made, ;a p'lace for 
it in his album of 1862 ,only, in ,the later Editions it is, 01mrirtteid.1 Hto1wecver, 
I maintain: that tihe stamp exists, and this 1is 1how it cam,e into my pos,s,e1ssi:0n. 

"In 1862, I ma.d,e the, acquaintance of a p,er:s•on of the Parisian arist­
ocracy, ,a,nd I learneid of his relationship wi.th the Governor of Siam Domi:ngo. 
You may well uniderstanid that I had the ,c:E!Sire to pro:fit ,by this occasion to 
incre1a,s,e my stamp collection, .which at that time was natrurally still a very 
el,e:mentary onie. Without ado, I be,gg,ed imy friend to ask hi1s fiather when 
next writing' for some of the for,ei:gn stamp,s, of which he mius,t r,eeeive many 
in the coul"Se of hi,s externstve affairn. To my great de-light, I learned at the 
same time that the frie.ndly re1laUons between this g;e1ntleman and the 
Governor of the Cape of Good Hope were the motive of a frequent inter­
ehange of correspondence, and that if I wanted them, I might also have 
some trlangulars of the Cape, at that time still somewhat rare. My friend 
suggested asking for all the foreign stamps one could have and particularly 
for those of the Cape. 

( Continued on next page.) 

Start the New Year Well 
by ordering the following snips 

2 l'ALESTlNE. 1922, 10 a1td 20 pia,;treH (Cat. 5/6). Only .... 2/6 

1 ~lOROCCO AGENCLI<;S, K. E. 6d. putple (No. !Hl, cat. 2/6). Only 1/· 
12 FRENCH ~TO ROCCO. 1914 1 17, I centhne- 2 francs\, Only .... .... .... . .. 1/6 
](I EGYPT. Hl14. the complete set imperforate. Very rare. Only .... .... 57/6 

A Lichtenstein, Sta1np Dealerj 
P .0. Box 7H. HOP X YI LL E. O . .F.S. 
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" 1'hat was done, but I had little hope of the result, of receiving tri­
angular Gapes iin thi!s round-about fashion, and ,by the kindness of the 
Governor of ,San Domingo. My hop,e.s had alreiady vanis1hed, when sudd·enly, 
one fine day, I was inviit,eicl by my friernd fo receive-who 1WouJcl bieHeve it ? 
---1some fine unus,ed 1stamps of the Cape, as weill as a quantity of other sta-mps 
used. In th,e foi,endly Letter acc,ompanying tlrnse starn;p:s, sp1ecial ;a1tte1nition 
was ca.lleid to the 4d. black stamp,, this ;stamp bei,rng certainly one of the 
rarest, and here is what the l,ette,r· cointaine,d about th1is ra:rity.1 

"F'ollowJng the death of the Pnince Consort, Albert of En1g1liand, at the 
end •Of Dec,emher, 18 61, the Postmaster-General, a,t the instiigation oif the 
Governor of the Cape, had 300 stamps of the 4d. 7Jl<t('k printed to replace, 
during a fe,w days, tthe lJlues of the san:,e value, just as a1 token oif rn1ourning 
fo,r the dead Pr-ince. Eigiht d1ay,s la,ter thes,e starnips w.ere withdrawn from 
circulation: and only the blue ones rema,ined in currency. But during these 
eii1ght days, only 80 of the 300 were s:old, and the 220 left on hand were 
or,der,ed to be de1stroy,ed. It is one of t:he,se, latter, cond,emnefl to destruction, 
which wa,s a,dded to the a1ssortm,ent sent for presentation to me, and it is 
thus that I cam,e into po.s,s,e~.sion ,of a stamp incontrovertibly of the 11arest. 

·" The official s,ource whenc.e the stamp came guarantees its authenticity. 
One could have no mo1:Jive in making me a pre1sent oif a forgery, or of supple­
menting the seriie1s sp-ecially with a stamp if it ,were not 1autJhe,n,tic and did 
not form part of the s·eries. Besides, thi,s stamp is identical in all pa.rticulars 
with the others of the ,sam,e issue and bears mo indicatiion oif being ,forged. 
One rnu1st also admit Nmt a,t thiat time there were not y,et makers of for1g,ed 
stamps at Port El'izabeth.-HiERMAN HIR'SCH, Berlin ,S., August 1, 1878." 

Having translated, the letter, let us see what the iCongr:e.ss thought about 
it 

"J\ Member" r,emarlrnd that the stamps of the Cape lik,e most of the 
British OoloniEs were pri,nted in London where the plates were. It seemed 
to him im,p,o,ssiMe that they could hav,e printed at the Ca,p,e ,some black stamps 
from plates which were, not ther,e. 

M. Manry said that long since he had proved in Pads that the black 
stamps that one met, were only Mue stamps hlackened by immersion in a 
sulphurous solution. 

lVI. Schmidt de Wilde state,d that the g,ood fa:ith of t1he oorrespondent 
was not to be doubted, but it might be that the ;stamp was only a proof 
printed in black. 

There wer,e few comrnents on the subject i1n the philatelic pre,s:s at the 
time. In the staid old "Quarterly," Dr. C. W. Viner, I fancy, r,emarked that 
"the Prussian g,e.ntleman (Mr. Hirsch), would scarcely ha:ve ventured a joke 

S(ff'l'I-I WEST .-\ FIUCA. 
My stock of this country's stamps is the largest and most 

valuable in the world, all issues being well represented. I can 
SUiJPlY most of the rarities and errors at investment prices. 

Approval selections sent to. responsible collectors on re­
ceipt of want lists and references. 

I offer a few pairs and blocks ( mint and used) of the rare 
5cl. due with Bng;lish and Afrikaans overprint. Prices on .appli-
cation. l{IXG J:GDW.-\RD SOU'l'H AF'RICANS. 

I have a fine stock of King Edward issues of Natal, Cape, 
Transvaal and O.F.S. Prices most reasonable. Ask for quota­
tions for the items you need. 
,\. BUOXKS, Hi, Old Arcade, ::\1al'ket St. ( opp. Town Hall), 
,JOHAXXESBl"UG-. P.O. Box 445(>. Phone Cent. 5379. 
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upon so di1gnified an a,s,sembly as the Congress; yet it is difficult to coineeive 
how such a r1idfoulous suppo,sition could be seriously enterta.inoo."' 'Dhe 
same writ1er s1ugiges,ted that the variety, so far from being 1deHberate1y fak,ed 
mi,ght arise " simply from the effect of a.tmos1pheric or otiher innocent in­
fluenc,es. We have h:ad Cape and other tr1ue (? blue) stamps gradually 
become black, having previously pias,s,e,d through a piebald s.ta,ge." 

But the Hir,sch story of the Cap,e stam!I)'s aidv,ent as a memorial stamp 
for the Priince Consort will noit. bear close inve,sti-gation. 

Prince Albert di,ed on December 14th,, 1861, and ,in those days con­
siderable time 1must have e'1apsed be:fore the ne,ws r-eached the colony, the 
or,der to print ,sent to Engliand where the p,late wa:s k,ept, and the sta.mp,s s-e,nt 
out. On January 28th, 1862, tihe p,l1ate (along with the otheris for the tri­
angular se'l'ies) p,a,s,s,ed from Messrs. Perkins, Bacon and Co., to Meissrs. 
iDe la Rue and Co., anid the latter firm had. no paper with the anc1hor water­
mark until the enid of June. Messrs. Perkinis, Bacon 1and Co.'s record,s show 
their las,t printi.n.g from ,the 4d. plate was despatched in May, 18 61. Then 
why should this issue have been limited to 300 stamps? The plate itself 
was laid down to print in ,sheets of 2 4 0, s,o an order for one she,et and a 
quarter wa,s absurd for a colony which w:as using 4d. stamps, at the rate of 
25,000 a week. 

UNDOUBT'EiDL Y A GREAT RARITY. 

The Hirsch account does not convince, yet there may haiV-e been some­
thing behind it. If proofs in black on wat,ermarked pa,per 1had been s-e,nt out 
in the early days and preserved in the Post Office, it is not impossible, that 
on getting the news of the de,ath of the Prince Consort some adaptive mind 
suggested using some of these black copies. But whateve1r the circumstances 
of its coming out, the extreme rarity of the 4d. black is beyond question. 
H.M. the Kiing recently acquired an unused one, and the Hir,sch copy was 
also, no doubt, unused, as he state,s it was one of the unsold remainders. 
The only used one on record is that which Mr. Hadlow sold just thirty-five 
years ago for 70:s., the purchaser being Surgeon Captain E. Cooper, R.N., in 
whose fine collection it has remained until now. It is this copy which 
Messrs. Plumridge and Co. are to sell on November 10th, this year, almost 
on the thirty-fifth a,nniversary of the d,ate wihen one of the partner,s in the 
firm sold it in 18 9 2. 

Please mention the " S.A. Philatelist" when answering adverts. THANKS! 

HOLLAND. 
Special price list Holland and 
Colonies is sent free on demand. 

APPROVAL LOTS 
British Dominions, South Africa, 
etc., are sent on receipt of 
references by 

J. MEBUS, Stamp Dealer, 
Post Box 883, 

.UlSTERD.DI, HOLLA~U. 

BUY AND SELL YOUR STAMPS 
through the medium of the S. A. Sales 

Packets of the 

Philatelists' Exchange Club. 
Join to-day and receive interesting and 
substantial packets bi-weekly. Packets 
are fully insured against loss. Advances 
made in cash while sheets are in circula­
tion. Annual subscription, 4/-, Entrance 
fee, 1/-. Rules and further particulars 

from :­
Hon. Supt. 

LOUIS GILLEN, P.P.S., P.S,R., J.P.S,, 
etc., 

P. O. Box 293, 
Pretoria, Transvaal, 
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R~JP.-\IRFJD ST.-\.\IPS . . (ContitnH:'<I from p~-tge 13<>). 

which has a "J " instead of an " I " in one of the corners. This stamp 
had been shewn to several specialists and the opinion was expressed that 
the corner had been taken from another stamp and welded in. Super 
powerful glasses and microscopes failed to prove this theory. The stamp 
was placed under the lamp, which proved beyond doubt that the " I ' had 
been changed into a " J " with the aid of black and white inks. 

The Southern Stamp Co. inform us that when they are submitting 
stamps to the quartz lamp test they will always obtain at least two opinions, 
even if one may be sufficient, and will refund any fees paid for expertising 
if the examiners cannot come to a decision. 

\V:hile on the subject of rejuvenated stamps we would like to mention 
that the " S.A. Philatelist '' does not accept advertisements from peopl<' 
kno\Yn to trade in re:paired stamps which are not indelibly marked on the 
hack as such. 

Ol'TDIIS'l'S.-~Nearly every advertisement which we insert in a South 
African newspaper brings a number of letters from non-collectors, mostly 
wor:ten who think that they are the proud possessors of great rarities. 

All kinds of common South African stamps are trotted out from odd 
corners and torn off receipts aad elaborate descriptions sent to our Editor. 
Few of the writers have the courtesy to enclose return postage, although 
they are emphatic in their statements that their stamps are "very old and 
probably unique." 

Of course, these good people desire offers for their " rarities." 
Whether they expect to obtain enough to enable them to live comfortably 
for the rest of their lives we do not know, but it is always obvious that 
fabulous sums are expected. 

It is not our habit to reprint letters written through ignorance, but 
one which we have just received is so absurd that we are going to depart, 
for once,from our custom. It is from a woman in the Cape, and is addressed 
to "Stamp Coliectors Publishers, P.O. Box 5826, Johan·nesburg." She 
write8 : "Will you please give me all particulars of your stamp collect­
ing and if you buy. I have two very old stamps, at the very least they 
must be forty-five to fifty years old and a possibility of them being douhl<~ 
that age. Both have a woman's figure, I presume Queen Victoria, in all 
its dimentions, one with a sheep and the other just the figure." 

Such ignorance is not to be laughed at---it is pathetic. 

" S'l'.:\.\IP COLLFJCT[NG FOB 'l'HFJ .\HLLION " is the title of a verv 
bright handbook which has ::ust been published by Messr.s. Stanley Gibbons. 
Ltd. Mr. Stanley Phillips h the author, and he has dealt with the manv­
sided appeals of stamp collecting in an entertaining way and with the aid 
of nl,merous illustrations. 

It is just the, book to give to non-collectors and beginners, ::end is 
wcnderful value at the low price of 7d., vost free. 

S'l'.-\.\IPS OF' THfj~ B~JLGL-\N COXGO. (Continued fl'o:m page 138). 

I•'orged at Boma : Ink black-blue to indigo, all the figures elongated 
and most of the copies postmarked. The tail of the " 2 ,. is always curlv 
and the top bar of the " 5 " is long. In the genuine stamps the tail of the 
" 2 ,. is straight and the bar of the " 5 ,. short, while the ink g;enerallv 
shews through the stamps, which it does not usually do in the forgeries. 
This forgery may also be found double and inverted. 

The forgeries are mostly found on the 19 21 issue. 

( To be continued.) 
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