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THE PLATES AND VIGNETTES. 2a7 

town in 1709, taken from a plate in Kolben's 

work. and which forms an amusing contrast to its 

present appearance ;-in another corner is a view 

of my residence and house of business. which gives 

a very good idea of the respectable class of houses 

in Cape Town, with the exception of its being 

one story higher than usual. As a representation 

of a country seat of the superior class of Dutch 

inhabitants I have given a view of the house of 

D. Van Reenen Esq., situated about six miles 

from Cape Town, on the Newlands road,-than 

which few houses are better known, both to occa­

sional visitors,. and to the inhabitants of the Co­

lony ,-the owner of it uniting the frank hospita­

lity of the old Dutch colonist with the enterpris ... 

ing spirit of modern times.* A drawing of New­

lands, the country residence of the Governor, and 

a wood engraving of a small marine villa at Camp's 

Bay,t occasionally occupied by his Excellency, are 

also given; and these, with the vignettes of the 

Calvinist Churcb,t and of the Lighthouse at Green 

Point, altogether atrord a very fair criterion of 

• Yide page 110. t Page 256. t Page 232. 
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Cape architecture, to which the Observatory noW' 

erecting will form a splendid addition. 

Of the habits and customs of the Cape-Dutch 

in Cape Town and its vicinity, I need only say 

they are becoming every day more decidedly Eng­

lish, and, of course, less like the picture drawn of 

them in the recent work above-mentioned; though, 

very probably, when seen from the elevated point 

of view which the author is supposed to hold in 

Cape society, his delineation of them may be a 

very natural one. But to those whose more hum­

ble situation in life has placed them in closer con­

tact with these people, it will be a matter of re­

gret if they ever so entirely change, as to lose 

some of their present characteristics. They are 

a frank and hospitable, and at the same time a 

prudent and thrifty race; and however vulgar the 

notion of buying and selling may be, such habits 

are surely more fitted to promote the interests of 

an infant society, and therefore less obnoxious to 

ridicule, than that supercilious affectation or gen­

tility, which Dot unfrequently hides beneath its 

alistocratic garb as much avarice and meanness as 
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can be found in the most sordid "smoul t of tIle 

Colony. Whatever may be a Cape-Dutchman's 

love of money, and whatever trickery may be im­

puted to him in its acquisition, I believe there 

are few Englishmen of business who have not lost 

infinitely less by their dealings with them, than 

with their own more liberal and dashing country­

men; though, in justice to England, it may per­

haps be remarked, that the brightest examples of 

the national character for steadiness are not al­

ways found in her colonies. I am, indeed, rather 

inclined to think that the least reputable transac­

tions of the Cape-Dutch community have been 

brought to light rather in their official, than in 

their commercial society; and therefore I have 

some consolation in reflecting on the great im. 

provement that must take place among the Dutch 

civilians in process of time, if they keep steadily 

in view the examples of integrity and disinterest­

edness set them by their English associates in 

office,-however much the love of money may 

prevent the trading part of the community from 

emulating the high character usually asc.ribed to 
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the English merchant; an exaolple of which (ac­

cording to this author) is far from being set them 

by the English traders of the Colony, whose in­

flated pride, luxury, and extravagance, form so 

prominent and facetious a feature in his portrai­

ture of Cape society. I cannot also but wonder 

that a sensitiveness to being rallied on his political 

degradation, which we should admire in an Eng­

lishman, should be added to the catalogue of the 

faults of the Cape-Dutch character. As a matter 

of pecuniary calculation, they have rather gained 

than lost by their political exchange; so that, 

" mix their motives" as you will, it would seem 

that there is at least one point upon which the 

Cape-Dutchman's avarice is not the paramount 

feeling. 

It is not my intention to extend Iny travels into 

the thorny regions of Cape politics, but it can no 

longer be said that "Politics have DO field in South 

.Africa large enough for an Englishrnan." The 

establishment of two weekly independent news­

papers has opened a theatre for political contest, 

which would never have been found in the tame 

official columns of a Government Gazette; and the 
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combatants appear to have set to on both sides 

without flinching. The measures of government 

are now as thoroughly canvassed as could be de­

sired by the staunchest advocate for freedom of 

political discussion ~ and this, it is to be hoped, 

will insensibly produce some of those beneficial 

effects which the same system has diffused through .. 

"Out the British empire. Were the conduct of the 

Colonial Government, however, to be the only 

IlJatter of discussion in these journals, their gene­

ral utility would be infinitely less than 1 think it 
promises to be. The heat of political animosity, 

which, from temporary causes, has made news­

paper reading at the Cape DlOre fashionable than 

it would otherwise have been, must insensibly 

cool; and the editors will have to trust to sub­

jects of a less exciting, though perhaps of as use­

ful a nature, wherewith to interest their readers; 

and from the experience we have had, there does 

not appear to be any deficiency of talent either in 

the editors, or the occasional contributors to these 

papers, which should make us despair of seeing the 

various subjects to which a. newspaper ·is open, 

treated with judgment and propriety. Nt'Ws must 

VOL. II. R 
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often be scarce in a place like the Cape, and there. 

fore when the few subjects of locd interest and 

fashion are disposed .of, and the advertisements, 

prices current, ship news, &c. inserted, there will 

still remain a considerable space to be :filled with 

literary, or other interesting matter, which would 

probably never have fallen under the observation 

of the casual reader through any other channel; 

and upon the skill. with which this part· of the bu­

siness is conducted, will depend much of the suc­

cess of the rival journals;. Whether the advan­

tages of a free press in a Colony are to any great 

extent counterbalanced by corresponding evils, I 

leave others to discuss; but like many other moot 

points between the new and old schools, what­

ever becomes of the theory, the practice is esta­

bltshed, and the freedom of the Cape press ap .. 

peq,rs fixed upon a tolerably secure basis. 

Another circumstance Df still greater moment 

was the arrival, in July 1828, of his Majesty's 

Commissioners, J. T. Bigge, and W. !\tl. G. Cole­

brooke, Esqrs., invested, by letters patent under 

the privy seal, with '" full power and authority 

to lRquire into all the laws, revenueEi, regulations, 
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and usages prevailing in the Colony, and into 

every other matter in any way connected with the 

administration of the civil government, the state 

of the judicial, civil, military, and ecclesiastical 

establishments, revenues, trade, and internal re­

sources thereof;" and the same document requires 

" the Governor, and all and every officer and mi­

nister within the Colony, to be aiding and assist .. 

ing in the due execution of the Commission:' 

Had their means of inquiry been confined to 

these official sources, and had it been conducted 

during the quiescent periods of the olden times, 

their task even then would have been no light 

Dne, though .committed to hands whose patient 

and laborious spirit of inquiry entirely fitted them 

for the office. But arriving, as his Majesty's Com" 

missioners did, at a time when the recently im­

ported English leaven was fermenting the whole 

mass, their labours must have been increased be .. 

yond all measure by the quantity of volunteer 

information poured in upon them. Nor was their 

situation, from this cause, less delicate than la­

borious, abounding, as the Coloby did, from the 

peculiar circumstances of the period, with cont-

2 R 
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plaints, not only of the system of government, but 

of those who administered it, which they could 

neither shut their ears against, without violating 

the sPIrit of their commission, nor listen to with­

out encouraging the newly raised spirit of resist­

ance to a Government now no longer considered 

as of paramount authority. 

Did not the history of both ancient and modem 

republics show us how compatible with their own 

boasted freedom is the practice of the greatest 

tyranny over others, we might feel some "Surprise;. 

that from -a country "rhich laid the foundation of 

her own liberty at the expense .of so much blood 

and treasure, should have emanated a system of 

.government 80 despotic as that of the Dutch Co­

lonies, where the gallows,· the branding-iron, and 

the whipping-post, appear to have been the com­

mon methods of ~nforciDg subordination amongst 

the lower classes; while fines, imprisonment, and 

arbitrary banishment, secured the authorities 

• Two of these erections appear to have existed in former 
times. Whether there was constant use for both of them I 
know not, or -whether they were ()nly placed as a terror to 
evil-d~ers. 



OLD DUTCH SYSTE1r'I. 245 

against any annoyance from the more elevated 

ranks. That under such a system those possessed 

of influence should abuse it to their' own emolu­

ment, is nothing wonderful; and, accordingly, we 

find peculation in all its shapes the besetting sin of 

those in power, and the most abject submission to 

every thing bearing even the shadow of authority, 

the characteristic mark of those placed without 

the official pale ;-while the meddling and mono­

polizing spirit of a trading company, seeing in its 

own immediate profit the only end of governmentJ 

frequently interfered in many of the more impor­

tant transactions of private life. 

That the mere transfer of such a system to Eng­

lish hands, however it might lnitigate its brutality, 

should entirely put an end to its less revolting 

abuses, was hardly to be expected; to administer 

it without blame would have required, according 

to Pope Gregory's pun, "Non Angli sed Angeli;" 
and, consequently, we may suppose, that the Com­

missioners must have been occasionally mortified 

by the discovery of such evil fruits as a tree so 

corrupt, as I have been describing, could not fail 
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of bringing forth, into whatever soil it might have 

been transplanted. 

To the suggestions of the Commissioners may 

probably be attributed the recent change in the 

form of government, by the appointment or a 

Lieutenant-Governor, (the more immediate object 

of whose attention is to be the administration of 

the newly settled territories,) and of a council con'" 

sisting of Sir John Truter the Chief Justice, Sir 

Richard Plaskett the Colonial ·Secretary, the se­

cond in command of the forces Lieutenant-Colonel 

Daniell, Lieutenant-Colonel Bell, W. Bentinck 

Esq. Auditor-General, and J. W. Stoll Esq. Re­

ceiver-General; the chief civil and military officers 

of the Colony. 

To the governed. this can scarcely fail to be of 

advantage; while to any Governor it must be sa­

tisfactory, as a means of diverting front him much 

of that popular odium, which is too apt to attri­

bute to the personal feelings of a chief magistrate, 

measures which may arise from a totally di1Ferent 

source. Other changes in offices of less moment 

will~ doubtless, take place; but, though far from 
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feeling indifferent to the nature of the Govern­

ment under which I am destined to pass some 

considerable period of my life, I must confess I 

look with much less interest for that part of the 

Commissioners' Report, which may embrace those 

subjects popularly denominated " Politics," than I 

do for that portion of their labours, which will 

doubtless refer to the internal and commercial 

resources of the Colony, which they have had 

80 good an opportunity of thoroughly investiga ... 

ting.. On their view of these subjects hinges 

much of the future welfare of the Cape. Theit 

recommendations of any improvements may pro­

bably be followed up by the British Government 

with the same benevolent and judicious spirit, 

which dictated the formation of the Commission; 

and surely never did any unhappy settlement 

more require the kindly and fostering hand of the 

parent country than this Colony, whose misfor" 

tune it is to form no component part of the greal 

" Interests" that are accustomed in England to 

unite for their common benefit or protection. 

Tamper with the rum, sugar, or slave popUlation 
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of the least of our American Islands, and the 

whole "West India Interest" is in arms... The 

philanthropy of the " East India Interest" is 

equally alive to the benefits to be derived from 

the free-labour cultivation of the tropical produc .. 

tions. Whether as to meal or malt, the carcase 

or the fleece, the f' Agricultural Interest" takes 

especial care that :rents shall Dot be lowered by 

any undue pressure upon the farmer or the gra­

zier ;-while from Exeter and Leeds, from Man­

chester and Glasgow, Belfast and Dundee, to N or-­

wich and Macclesfield,: Birmingham and Sheflieldi 

the cheap IQaf, and a fair protection of our Home 

Trade, if; the united watch-word Qf the "Manu-

facturing Interest." The long-~herished pride of 

Qur maritime superiority generates in every Eng­

lish heart the strongest sympathy when any evils 

threaten the" Shipping Interest," however much 

cheap freights-, fJ.nd universal freedom Qf com .. 

:plerceJ: may be applauded by the thorough-bred 

" Mercantile Interest," of the new school. Amidst 

the din of s1;lch conflicting demands, sometimes 

too unreasonable to be complied with .. and their 

advocates too powerful to be silenced,. it is less 
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wonderful that the feeble voice of this isolated 

Colony should so faintly strike upon the deafened 

and distracted ears of ministers, than that they 

should have done her all the justice that more 

powerful claimants on their favour would permit 

them to do. 

This has been strongly exemplified in the recent 

measures adopted with respect to the staple pro­

duce of the Colony-its WINEs,-wherein the 

Colonial interests of the Cape cultivator have 

been sacrificed to those of the foreign wine­

grower, in a way which would not hav"e been 

tolerated in a contest between the Colonial spirits 

of the West Indies, and the foreign spirits of 

France or Holland. At a period when universal 

war made it doubtful how long we might be able 

to procure from our enemies, or our allies, a 

cheering glass to alleviate our troubles, it seemed 

good to His Majesty's Government to open at least 

one resource for our drooping spirits by giving 

every possible encouragement to the growth of 

wine, "to make glad our hearts," within our own 

-territories; and accordingly, "by a Government 

Proclamation, issued 19th December, 1811, the 
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cultivators and merchants of the Colony were 

directed to the subject of the wine trade, as a con­

sideration, of all others, of the highest importance 

to its opulence and character;" and such proc1a. 

mation, after authoritatively demanding from the 

settlement a serious and lively attention '0 their 

interests, promised " the most constant support and 

patronage on th.e part of Government, and that 

no means of assistance should be left unattempted 

to improve the cultivation, and every encourage­

ment given to honest industry and adventure, to 

establish the success of the Cape commerce " in 
this her great and native superiority." This pro­

clamation was followed up by the appointment of 

a Wine Taster and Examiner of Casks,-by the 

repeated publication of the best advice $nd infor­

mation as to the best method of culture and the 

management of the wine,-by the offer of pre­

miums to those who planted most largely ,and 

those who produced the best wines,-by a pro­

mise that the old channels of this trade should be 

re-opened, and new ones found,-and by a variety 

of regulations, all evincing strongly the lively in­

terest which Government took in promoting this 



WINE. TRADE. 251 

trade, and which were fully ratified by the Act 

of July 1818, admitting Cape wines to entry at 

one-third the duties on Portugal Wines."· 

The effects of these measures fully answered 

the expectations formed of them; the Colony ra­

pidly advanced in wealth from the ready sale of 

its surplus produce, and additional property has 

since been embarked in this trade to the extent of 

at least half a million sterling; while, in England, 

the wine drinker of moderate means, driven from 

the use of the higher class of foreign wines, as. 

well by their increased and increasing prime cost, 

as by the high rate of taxation, found in the 

equally wholesome, though perhaps less palatable 

produce of our Colony, a medium between the 

entire desertion of his accustomed habits, and a 

resort to the less gentlemanlike system of grog­

drinking. 

That the extension of the Colonial system to­

this new species of wine should give umbrage to 

those whose "craft was in danger" from its intro~ 

du.ction, will excite little surprise; and conse-

• Memorial to the Treasury in 1824. 
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quently Cape wine has ever been marked out as 

an object of execration by the " Foreign Wine 

Trade," -its quality traduced, and the dangers of 

frauds upon the revenue pointed out to Government 

with a dexterity which, coming from a quarter so 

practically conversant in the "tricks of the trade," 

could not but be perfectly convincing. The con­

sequence of this organized hostility was, that 

when the duties on foreign wines were lowered 

nearly one half, and the Cape duties left at tbeir 

old rate, the interviews between the Cape mer­

chants, and those with whom the power of relief 

rested, very much resembled the parley between 

Yorick and the mendicant Friar-" But the hest 

reason of all was, I was predetermined not to give 

him a single sous. " 

The palpable cruelty of prematurely withdraw­

ing a protection which at once depreciated the 

value of each person's property, who had been 

tempted to invest it in this now proscribed ar­

ticle, to the extent of at least one-third, dreW" 

forth from the Colonial Department, highly to 

the credit of their humanity, very strong remon­

strances upon the subject. But it had become 
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a Treasury question; and tkere its insignificance 

amid the press of the more important matters 

a:ffecting the enormous revenue of Great Britain, 

could not procure for it the same favourable at­

tention; and the decision, which was attended 

with such fatal consequences, was lightly justified, 

both in and out of Parliament, by sarcastic re­

marks upon the wretched trash under consider­

ation, or upon the iniquities of adulteration, to 

such an extent, that the rank fiery Sherry, the 

acid north-side Madeira, the meagre Teneri1fe of 

former days, were no longer to be found at the 

taverns neat as imported. Whether before the 

introduction of Cape wine any method existed of 

at once defrauding the revenue, and adding to their 

own profits by the mixture of ingredients more 

pernicious than the juice of the Colonial grape, 

is best known to "the trade;" but they have 

heen sadly libelled from the days of the "limed ... 

sack" of Falstaff, to the modern times of sloe .. 

juiced Port. if the introduction of Cape wine has 

been the first thing that bas led them into temp ... 

tation. 

As to the intrinsic bad quality of Cape wine, as 
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furnishing a reason for driving it out of consump­

tion altogether, I must contend that it .is yet pre­

mature to form a judgment. The only well­

founded complaint I have ever heard of it is a 

certain earthy flavour, disagreeable to the English 

palate, in a great part of the wines (for some 

are entirely free from it); and in regard to the 

causes of this, there is such a diversity of opi­

nions, of which a long course of practical experi~ 

ments can alone determine the correctness, that 

the space of about a dozen years (during which 

short term only, has any attempt been made to 

discover a remedy) seems scarcely sufficient to en­

able us to come to a fair conclusion. That the 

praiseworthy efforts now making by his Excel .. 

lency the Governor, the Commissioners of Inquiry, 

and other leading persons of the Colony, to pro .. 

mote the improvement both of· its wines and spi­

rits, by the establishment of a committee, consist­

ing as well of gentlemen of the highest chemical 

attainments, as of those who have long been ex­

tensivelyengaged in the practical details of the 

trade, will in a reasonable time be productive of 

favourable results, I have no doubt. In the mean 
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time the Cape of Good Hope has at least as good 

a claim to a full and adequate protection to her 

staple produce, as any other of our more influen­

tial colonies, whose liquid or solid productions are 

forced upon the home market by protecting duties. 

The loss of property has already been but tOQ 

considerable, and still farther depreciation must 

take place in 1880, when an additional duty of 

twentyfive per cent. is to be levied, unless the 

Lords of His Majesty's· 'rreasury can be induced 

to reconsider the question. 
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CHAPTER V. 

The Corn Trade,-Currency,-and Banks. 

IN the general review of the Laws of the Cus­

toms, in 1825, fo1' which every commercial man 

has so much reason to feel grateful. to those who 

undertook so laborious and invidious a task, the 

Cape, mainly through the exertions of its agent, 

T. P. Courtenay, Esq., M. P., received its due sbaTe 

of consideration; and its produce, with one excep­

tion, obtained tbe protection in the home market, 

to which, as a British Colony, it was entitled; 

but, with respect to this Olle, the apprehended op-
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position of another great "Interest" stood in the 

way of her just claims. It will be remembered 

that, as an encouragement to agriculture in our 

North American Colonies, their wheat was, in 

1825, admitted to entry in England at a duty of 

5s. per quarter. No reason could be adduced in 

support of this measure, which did not apply with 

equal force to the adlnissioD of grain from the 

Cape; while one principal argument against it,­

viz. the smuggling of corn from tbe United States 

into Canada, could not possibly apply to the Cape, 

as tll'ere are no adjacent foreign settlements from 

whence it could be sent there. Still, though no ... 

thing can be more chimerical than the fear of Cape 

corn producing any serious effect upon the distant 

and extensive markets of Great Britain, the Cape 

was not of sufficient weight to put to Lazard the 

intended benefit to the more important Colonies. of 

British America, by attempting to include her 

produce in the same Bill. I am too sensible of 

the good will towards the Colony, of those with 

whom it would have rested to bring forward the 

measure, as wen as of the difficulties they have to 

encounter in every the slightest approximation to 

VOL. II. s 
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a more free trade in corn, to presume to censure 

their decision of postponing to a future and more 

favourable opportunity, the extension of this bene­

fit to the Cape. The narrow escape of the Canada 

Corn Bill, perhaps, fully vindicates the correctness 

of their judgment. I only mention the circu:m­

stance to show that, powerless as this Colony is, 

those who are best inclined to serve her, cannot 

always do so in opposition to more powerful 

claimants. 

No favourable scale of duties, however, can be 

productive of much benefit, till an alteration of 

system takes place in the Colony itself, where the 

trade in corn has hitherto been in a situation 

which must, so long as it continues, not only 

preclude it from becoming an exporting country. 

but occasionally subject it to those seasons of 

scarcity, sometimes approaching to famine, under 

one of which it is at the present moment smart .. 

ing. The Burgher Senate annually procures a 

retlU'll of the quantity of corn on hand in the 

Colony; and having ascertained' from the popu­

lation returns the number of mouths to consume 

it, a proclamation is issued by the Government,. 
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stating what quantity (if any) may be exported 

before the next harvest. In consequence, no one 

grows more than he is likely to find vent for in 

the home-market; for what merchant would be 

at the pains of procuring a regular foreign market 

for an article, which, after all, he finds' himself 

}>recluded from sending, except now and then in 

dribblets, by these paltry regulations? The up ... 

shot of all this is, tqat whenever a scanty harvest 

occurs, instead of the corn grown for exportation 

being kept in the Colony,-l>y the high price it 

would naturally command in the home-market,­

the vacuum is obliged to be filled up by ruinous 

importations of foreign corn. Were the exporta­

tion of corn at all times free, and were the English 

market open to it at a low duty, it would stimu. 

late the farmer to produce, and the dealer to spe­

culate in purchasing, a quantity which he could 

generally get rid of, at something like a remune­

rating price, for shipment to England,-should 

the home-market, and the nearer and more pro .. 

fit able export-markets of the Mauritius, St. He .. 

lena, and Brazil, be glutted by an over-suppJy. 

As to any danger of the Colony being in want 

s 2 
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of bread from the .export of too large a quantity 

of its grain, I must confess myself to be very scep­

tical, and shall continue so till I find the Colony 

without wine for its home consumption, from the 

great encouragement that bas been given to ita 

exportation i-for whatever has been advanced. 

and I think very rashly, as to the incapacity of 

the Cape for producing com abundantly. it ap­

pears to me that there is very little more danger 

in the one case than in the other. At any rate, 

as the old system has not had the effect either of 

producing regular prices, or of-averting occasional 

scarcity, it might be worth while to try the effect 

of ~ new one; and, let what will happen." we can 

but resort at last, as we QI·e now doing, to the 

harvests of Europe aod India. 

'I'he tinal arrangement of the long agitated 

question of the paper currency of the Colony,. is 

too remarkable an event to be passed over in si­

lence,. though I am far from intending ta tax the 

patience of my readers. by entering into any 

lengthened discussion.-

• Those who wish to see this matter minutely discussed, 
cannot do better than consult a pamphlet written by Lieut. 
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It may be desirable to inform those who are 

not familiar with this subject, that the colonial 

paper rix.-dollar of the Cape, first issued by the 

Dutch East India Company in 1781, was declared 

to be equal to forty-eight full weighed pennies of 

Holland, (about 48. sterling,) and which, under all 

its fluctuations, has generally been considered to 

be its nominal value. 

At the period of the first British capture in 

1795, the amount in circulation was 
Rix-dollars 611,i76-The balance of the issues 

and repayments of vari. 

ous sums issued for the 

public service. 

Rix-dollars 680,OOO-Which has been issued as 

a capital to the tom­

bard Bank, and by it 

lent to the public on 

mortgage. 

Together 1,291,176 Rix-dollars. 

'\Vhatever may have been the fitness of this sum 

p~ Warden Grant, of the Hon. East India Company's Re­
venue Survey departmentJ published at CapeTownJ-a work 
highly creditable to the colonial press. 
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for the circulation of the Colony under the Dutch 

Government, the sUdden and large increase of the 

business it had to perform, in consequence of the 

influx of so large an additional population as the 

British forces, appears to have suggested to SiJ 

James Craig the expediency of increasing the no­

minal amount, rather than incur the loss of issu· 

iog Treasury Bills at a discount; -and conse .. 

quently a farther issue of 

Rix-dollars 25,000 took place for the public 

service; 

8,000 for purchase of rice during 

a season of scarcity; 

165,000 additional capital to the 

Lombard Bank :-

In all, 495,000 rix-dollars issued by the British 

Government during their occupation of the Colo­

ny. This large increased issue, though perhaps 

required for a temporary purpose, appears to have 

exceeded the demand for a permanency, and h~ 

the effect of depreciating the currency to the ex­

tent of twenty or thirty per cent. when Lord Ma­

cartney checked any farther fall, by granting Trea­

sury Bills at twenty per cent. prenlium; and when 
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the Colony was restored to the Dutch at the peace 

of Amiens in 1803, a full equivalent for such part 

of the cUlTency as had been issued for the pur­

poses of the British Government, was paid in mi· 

Iitary and naval stores. 

No reduction, however, appears to have been 

effected by the Dutch Government; but in 1804 

the whole currency was entirely recalled, and a 

new paper issued, which is said to have amount­

ed, at the capture by the British forces in 1806, 

to about 2,000,000 rix-dollars, of which 845,000 

was Bank capital. That this was a far greater 

nominal amount than was' required for the dimi. 

nished circulation of the Colony, after the retire .. 

ment of the British garrison, is evident from the 

rate of exchange and the price of bullion during 

the period of the Dutch re-occupation,-bills on 

Holland being sometimes at a premium of 160, 

reducing the rix-dollar to little more than Is. 6d. 

sterling, and it being no uncommon circumstance 

for those who wished to take away bullion: from. 

the Colony, to give ten and twelve rix-dollars for 

an English guinea, or two and a half and three 

rix-dollars for one Spanish dollar. 
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That a conquering government should intend 

to bind itself to redeem at 4s .. sterling, a currency 

so depreciated as this, seems very improbable; 

and any pledge to " uphold its value" would seem 

to imply little more than a promise Dot to depre­

ciate it by farther issues. The assertion of the 

rix-donar baving risen nearly to par, upon tke 

faith of the British proclamation, in 1806, seems 

bardly well founded; the expenditure caused by 

the presence of so large a military and naval 

force as that which captured the Cape, together 

with the increased freedom of trade, would have 

been sufficient to produce this effect upon a cur­

rency whose nominal amount continued station .. 

ary; and its subsequent depreciation, without any 

alteration with respect to the" pledge," is a proof 

that its quantity, and not the public confidence, 

was the criterion of its valu~. 

Between 1810 and 1814, another 1,000,000 

was issued through the Lombard Bank. The evil 

consequences of thus adding 50 per cent. to the 

DOlninal amount in circulation, though sufficiently 

apparent in the following years, were materially 

checked by the very high value to which the wine 
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of the Colony was raised, by its admission at low 

duties into the British market, as well as by the 

great impulse which was given to the trade and 

agriculture of the Colony, by the detention of 

Buonaparte at Saint Helena; and it was not till 

his death, and the departure of the garrison from 

thence, and till the operation of peace-prices upon 

every article of European import as well as of 

colonial produce, was fully establililhed, that the 

evil effects of this measure were entirely develop­

ed. The value of the rix-dollar gradually sunk 

in exchange, till in the year 1825 it appears to 

have reached its lowest point of depression, 'Viz. 

below Is. 5d. 

On the 6th of June, 1825, an ordinance was 

published by the Governor in council, stating that 

{' His Majesty's. Government had determined to 

establish the British currency as the circulating 

medium of all the colonial possessions of the 

croWD; and had farther been pleased to order 

and direct, that the British silver money shall be 

a legal tender in this Colony in discharge of all 

debts due to individuals and to the public, at the 

rate of ONE SHILLING AND SIXPENCE for each 
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fix-dollar, and so in proportion for any greater or 

less sum;" and ordering, in consequence, that ta­

bles should be printed, stating the relative value 

of the paper rix-dollar, and the lesser proportions 

thereof, with British money; and that all public ac­

counts should be kept, and all contracts made for 

the public service, in pounds, shillings, and pence, 

from the 1st of January, 1826. 

In the same Gazette it was announced' by the 

Commissary, that Treasury Bills would be granted 

at the rate of one hundred pounds for each one 

hundred and three pounds, paid in at the rate of 

one shilling and sixpence per rix-dollar. The 

promulgation of these measures caused, as may be 

supposed, no small sensation in the Colony, both 

amongst those who had been speculating upon 

the matter as a question of political economy, and 

those whose speculations were of a less disinte­

rested nature. 

Entirely to justify, upon any sound tkeorJj, 

either the excessive issue of this currency, or the 

neglect of recalling it gradually, when its evil 

consequences had long been so apparent, is impos­

sible; the former may, perhaps, be palliated by 
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the consideration, that during the same period, 

the sanction of the greatest names and the highest 

authority was given in England to the false sys­

tem of her depreciated currency,; and it is too 

much to expect that the Governors of a Colony 

should have been "wiser in their generation" than 

the ruling powers at home. The continuance of 

the system can only be defended by the same kind 

of rhetoric, that was opposed in Parliament by an 

honourable member (to whom, singularly enough, 

the Cape dissentients in 1825 have entrusted the 

advocacy of their cause,) to the sound logic of 

Mr. Huskisson, in his speech on the Bullion Re­

port, in 1811, when he so ably illustrated those 

unchangeable principles of honesty and common 

sense, which, through evil report and good report, 

he has at last had the satisfaction of seeing trium­

phantly carried into practice,-and brought to the 

support of his own arguments the opinions of 

some of the most acute reasoners of former days. 

" The country," said tile honourable member, "is 

in such a fictitious state, as to every part of its 

political economy, that she cannot go on with a 

circulation adapted to legitimate purposes: to 
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talk in such a situation, of the theories of Locke 

and Newton, is not less absurd than the reasoning 

of an honourable gentleman, last night, who car­

ried the house back to the days of Moses," 

I shall tllerefore merely advert to the practical 
effects or this measure, and endeavour to show 

that if an immediate settlement of the currenl:Y, 

as a part of a general colonial measure, had be ... 

come necessary, the mode fixed on is less objec. 

tionable, than at first it appears to be. 

This alTangement has been compared to a com· 

position of seven and sixpence in the pound with 

the creditors of the Government: I cannot see it 

in this e~treme· point of view. The value of the 

Dutch 2,000;000 rix-dollars, tor so I cannot help 

calling them, was depreciated to a metallic value 

of from two shillings and three-pence to two shil. 

lings and sixpence, before the British 1,000,000 

rix .. dollars was issued, (certainly no good reason 

for making bad worse,) the premium on Treasury 

Bills being twenty-five per cent~, reducing the no· 
minal value of the rix.-dollar to three shillings. 

These Treasury Bills were paid in the currency of 

Great Britain, then depreciated twenty-five per 
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cent. more; a circuDlstance which appears to have 

been generally overlooked in discussing the value 

of the rix-dollar; and I believe that a comparison 

of its price with the Spanish dollar will not show 

a very different result. I cannot, therefore, see 

why it is imperative upon the Colonial Govern­

ment to pay four shillings in the reformed sterling 

coin of Great Britain, for what, when issued,. was 

not worth half-a-crown,-and to call upon all 

debtors either to individuals or to itself, (and the 

Government, through the medium of the Lombard 

Bank, is creditor for nearly two-thirds of the 

whole currency,) immediately to pay their debts 

at this extravagant rate. This would be so strik'9 

ing a hardship, that in the quarters from whence 

the greatest opposition has arisen, it has been 

suggested, (totally abandoning the principle,) that 

an immediate calling in of the whole of the cur­

rency, at two shillings 01" two shillings and six­

pence, would have been a very satisfactory ar .. 

rangement :-cdoubtless it would have been so, to 

those long-sighted persons, who had been laying 

up rix-dollars in store, or selling goods at unusu­

ally lo~g credits, at low plices, in the expectation 
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that the Government, whose attention, they ex­

pected, had been called to the subject by His l\Ia­

jesty's Commissioners, would take some such step 

as this before the day of payment came round. 

But what was to become of the unfortunate debt­

ors upon recent contracts, forming by far the 

greatest bulk of the Community, when called on to 

pay one-third more than they had bargained for, 

without any increase in the value of the commo­

dity they had purchased? and how would it have 

saved the credit of the Government with the theo .. 

rist, to whom the payment of a dividend of fifteen 

shillings would have been as great a scandal as a 

payment of five shillings in the pound? In fact, 

no measure, the operation of which, in raising the 

value of the currency, would not have been as 

gradual as the depreciation, could have been re­

sorted to, without causing 'as much mischief in 

the rise, as had been created in the fall. 

It appears to me that the entire"change in the 

denomination in which accounts were. to be kept, 

and contracts made in future, afforded an oppor­

tunity for the gradual redemption of the rix. -dol­

lar; and I regret, as well for the ~ake of indivi-
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duals, as of the Government, on whom so much 

odium has been attempted to be cast, that nothing 

of this kind was resorted to. The Government 

might have issued an. entirely new British cur­

rency, either in silver or paper, upholding its va­

lue, as it now does, by the issue of Treasury Bills, 

at a premium to cover the expenses of transport­

ing bullion; all previous contracts might have 

been ordered to be paid in rix-dollars; the final 

redemption of the rix-dollar, at four shillings, 

fixed for a distant period; and a gradually in­
creasing scale might have been calculated of the 

prices at which government would, at all times, 

previous to that period, either receive or issue the 

rix-dollar against the new currency,-taking care 

to calculate these rates so as to form an induce­

ment rather for the early bringing in of the rix­

dollar, than for its being kept back. I am in­

clined to think that this would even have been 

preferable to the issuing of debentures, bearing 

interest, in exchange for the paper currency, as 

has been suggested, both by the intelligent editor 

of "The State of the Cape in 1822," and by a 

commercial gentleman in his proposals to Govern-
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ment; as it would have enabled those holders of 

rix-dollars, who cannot, or will not understand 

that any thing short of receiving four silver shil~ 

lings for one paper rix-dollar is a fraud upon them, 

to realize at some period their notion of a rix­

dollar; and at the same time it would have ena­

bled those who know the value of compound in­

terest, to take advantage of the present payment. 

It is true, tbat by these means eighteen or twenty 

years might have elapsed before the rix-dollar was. 

finally disposed of; but most of the hardships that 

a more sudden rise might have caused would have 

been avoided, and the good faith of the Govern­

ment would have been esteemed by the most pre~ 

judiced as untarnished. The settlement of this 

question at the time it took place, prevented, I 

have little doubt, a still farther decline in the 

value of the rix-dollar, which would have been 

caused by the announcement at the same time, of 

the unfavourable change of duties on wines in 

England; and though some cases of very great 

individual hardship can 110 doubt be shown, I am 

satisfied on the whole, that if an immediate set­

tlement was necessary, the price at which the rix-
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dollar was fixed, was practically the least jnju­

rious to the community at large.* 

In arguing this question between debtor and 

creditor, it is painful to me to differ from so highly 

respectable a body as the "Capitalists" of the 

Cape, or to appear as an opponent to those who 

enter the lists as the champions of the "widow 

and orphan ;" but I cannot help suggesting that 

the hard-working man of little or no capital, who 

was trading upon a stock of goods, or had PUT­

chased a farm or a house upon the strength of .his 

credit and industry, was as much entitled to pro­

tection against an increase of the value of the rix­

dollar, as the Capitalist was against its dt'crease; 

and I can see no reason why the widows and or­

phans of the past generation should be benefited 

at the expense of those who are now bringing up 

children, and may possibly leave them orphan~, 

with a property diminished by the effects of ano­

ther sudden fluctuation. In what I have stated 

• Since the above was written, I have seen the report of 
the Commissioners of Inquiry, published by order of the 
House of Commons, 26th May" 1826" which" I am happy to 
observe, coincides in a great measure with the view I have 
taken of the subject. 

VOL. II. T 
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on this subject, and which I really ao with the 

greatest diffidence, after the able way in which the 

question has been handled on both sides, I have 

at least the satisfaction of having given a disin­

terested opinion. From the nature of the busi­

ness in which my house is engaged, we scarcely 

ever owe money in the Colony; and it would have 

been very pleasant to me to have collected many 

thousand pounds of book debts at so great an ad­

vance on the rix-dollar as has been talked of,. jf it 

could have been done without the ruin of our 

debtors; but I fear, like most other selfish schemes, 

it would only have proved to be another illustra­

tion of the fable of the Goose and the Golden 

Eggs. 

Before the decision of Government became pub­

licly known, a plan was matured in London, by 

a gentleman of great experience in the mercantile 

affairs of the Colony, for the establishment of a 

bank at Cape Town, one of the operations of 

which was to have been to facilitate a redemption 

of the colonial currency; but His Majesty's Go­

vernment not having found this co-operation ne­

cessary to their arrangements, this part of the 
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plan fell to the ground, and it was afterwards 

-confined to the formation of a corporate bank, 

upon the solid basis of a metallic currency. The 

~apital was proposed to be raised in shares in 

England, and at the Cape; and it is to be la­

mented that such an accession of capital as would 

have flowed into the Colony by this means, has 

been withheld from it by the want of success in 

England, where the scheme was scarcely develop­

ed before those events took place which gave peo­

ple full elnployment for their money nearer home; 

and at the Cape it seems not to have met with 

that encouragement which was anticipated by its 

projector, either from the Government or the pub­

lic. The utility of some such establishment is, 

however, so apparent, that another project has 

emanated from an association in the Colony itself, 

founded upon principles equally sound, and which 

has the public opinion greatly in its favour.. The 

minor details would be uninteresting to general 

readers, and the following abstract of the prospec­

tus will be sufficient to explain its principles :-

" It is proposed to raise by subscription the ca­

pital sum of 50,000/., in 500 shares of 100Z. each, 

T 2 
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and to give an additional support to the credit of 

the bank, by unexceptionable security in the title­

deeds or mortgages on estates, or :fixed property, 

to the full amount of each and every share,-such 

securities to be deposited, at the time of payment 

of the first instalment, in the custody of trustees 

to be elected by the proprietors, whereby every 

share will be composed of 1001. in money, and 

the like amount in landed security ;"-" no ~r­

son to hold more than twenty shares of the stock. 

The bank is not to engage in any kind of trade, 

or be connected in any kind of agency for the 

buying and selling of merchandize, or fixed or 

moveable property; but its business is to be con­

fined to the discounting, at the discretion of the 

Board of Directors, if approved, promissory notes 

and acceptances at a date not exceeding three 

months; 

" The discounting the acceptances of the Ven­

due department; 

"The giving credit on cash accounts, under 

unexceptionablp security, for a period not exceed­

ing three months, on the Scotch banking princi­

ple; and-
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c, The issuing and circulating notes to a pre .. 

scIibed and limited amount, payable on demand in 

the legal currency of the Colony. 

e, The bank paper issues shall not exceed the 

sum of 100,0001. sterling; or the amount of the 

capital and security to be issued in notes of not 

less than one pound for the present, payable 'On 

demand in the legal currency of the Colony. 

" As security to the public, there will exist at 

all times, hesides tke responsibility of tlte prop de­

tors, 

" The capital stock of 50,0001.; 

¥, The securities in the custody of trustees, equi­

valent to 50,0001.; and further, 

"The promissory notes, vendue acceptances, 

and other available securities and choses in action, 

received in lieu of the paper issues, constituting a 

value which, under a direction subject to the half .. 

yearly inspection of every proprietor, must be 

considered ample and undeniable security." 

Whether the capItal required can be conveni .. 

cntly abstracted from other profitable employment 

of stock by the monied inhabitants, and whether 

in a country where so great a proportion of the 
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real property is already under mortgage to the 

Government, landed security can readily be- found 

in the same hands to give the required additional 

security,. seem to be the only reasons why its suc­

cess need be doubted; and it is satisfactory to 

know that half the sum has already been sub­

scribed by substantial people. 

Independent of the benefits which would be 

derived by the owners of moderate sums of mo ... 

ney, who would have an opportunity which they 

DOW want, of se.curely placing out their money at 

interest, where they could receive it back at plea­

sure, and of the facilities offered to the trading 

part of the community by cash accounts, an esta­

blishment of this kind would contribute more than 

any thing else to a regularity in the payment of 

bills and notes of hand,. the non-payment of which, 

when passing through the hands -of a board of di­

rectors, would be felt by a tradeslnan as a disho­

nour, and if he had an account with tbe bank, as 

destructive to his credit,-which, at present, is 

looked upon as no more compromised by a Jaw: ... 

pas of this kind, than by the temporary delay 0 ... 

the payment of an open or unadjusted account. 
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We need not, I believe, in any Colony look for 

that.high tone of commercial feeling for which 

London and our large commercial cities are cele­

brated, but any approximation to it is highly to 

be desired. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Commercial Importance of the Colony.-Natural Advantages 
and Obstructions. -Wine Districts.-Corn Districts.­
N Iltive Free Llibourers.-Exportable Produce.-Whale and 
Seal Fisberies.-Trade with the ClliFer Tribes.-Noticcs 
respecting Raw Silk" Sa1ted Provisions" &c. &c. 

THE importance, and even the absolute neces­

sity, in a military point of view, of the Cape of 

Good Hope being held by Great Britain as an 

outwork of her Eastern possessions, has been so 

clearly pointed out by a gentleman eminently qua­

lified to appreciate its value, as well as to impress 

its importance on others, that I should deem it 

impertinent to add any thing to what the reader 

will find in Mr. Barrow's standard work. I will 

therefore proceed to consider its commercial 00 .. 

portance, which I think has been much under­

rated. 
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That the Cape, if enjoying al1 the benefits of a 

free port, would become an emporium to which 

many of the nations to the westward, and parti­

cularly the rising states of South America, would 

resort for a supply of eastern produce, bringing 

in exchange the productions of their own country, 

its geographical position renders highly probable; 

and as applications are now making in a quarter 

where suggestions for the extension of British 

commerce are seldom made in vain, there is little 

doubt that this important privilege will ere long 

be granted to the Colony. 

Times of profound peace, however, and that 

improved rapidity of commercial communication 

which has brought distant nations so much nearer 

each other, and enabled them to carryon a direct 

trade, are, perhaps, not very favourable to an early 

increase of the commerce of the Cape as an em­

porium; and the more so, as it would require a 

much larger portion of British capital to be di. 

verted into that channel, than is likely to find. its 

way there. 1 shall, therefore, rather consider the 

capabilities of the Colony for carrying on a direct 

trade with the mother country, and with the 
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other markets to which its commerce is opened,­

and its fitness for a station of refreshment for 

ships trading to and from the East Indies, and for 

vessels. engaged in the southern fishery, and in 

the distant voyages to the colonies of New South 

Wales and Van Diemen's Land. 

The principal circumstances which appear to 

militate against the agriculture and commerce of 

the Cape, are the large quantity of sterile, uncul­

tivated land within its boundaries, and the want 

of navigable rivers for the conveyance of its pro­

duce to the ports of shipment,. as well as of secure 

harbours for the shelter of the shipping which 

resort there. Nature, however, provident in all 

her works, has not failed to find a means of trans­

port for the commodities of most of those districts 

which she has not doomed to irreclaimable barren­

ness, or to a pastoral state; and the finest parts, 

both of the Colony, and of those countries which 

will, probably, in the progress of civilization, be 

added to it, lie so contiguous to a sea-coast of six 

or seven hundred miles in length, on which a 

vessel scarcely ever finds herself on a lee-shore, 

as greatly to supply the want of inland naviga ... 
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tion; while the extreme cheapness of land-carri .. 

age, and the general excellence of the roads in 

the Colony, render the conveyance of produce, 

from the interior to the coast, much less expen­

sive than would be imagined at first sight. 

If the reader will cast his eye over the map, he 

will perceive that within a line drawn from the 

junction of the Cradock and Gariep rivers south .. 

~ard nearly to the Sneeuwberg, and from thence 

following the line of the Nieuwveld mountains to 

the westward and north. west, as far as Hantam,. 

and from thence to the sea, following which to the 

mouth of the Gariep, and from thence along its 

course eastward, which seems to form the natural 

northern boundary of the Colony, - nearly the 

whole of that enormous tract is totally unfit for 

the subsistence of any considerable population, 

The great inclined plain, leading from the Nieuw­

veld to the Gariep river, is subject to almost con .. 

tinual drought; and the mountain ranges, and 

their immediate vicinity, though admirably adapt­

ed for the pasturage of cattle, are yet quite un­

fitted for the subsistence of any but a pastoral 

and partly wandering race. In addition to which, 
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the hungry lands of the Bokkeveld, Roggeveld, 

and Great Karroo, comprehend a large territory 

not included within this line. No produce is, 

therefore, likely to come from these districts, ex­

cept such as possesses, within itself, the power of 

locomotion. 

The principal wine districts, the produce of 

which, notwithstanding all that has been said 

against it, will still, I trust, maintain its rank as 

the staple commodity of the Colony. lie within a 

distance of thirty to forty miles from Cape Town; 

viz. in the Stellenbosch district, along the -skirts 

of the chain of Hottentots' Holland Mountains,­

the wine farms beginning at Hottentots Holland, 

and continuing through Stellenbosch, Banghoek, 

Franschehoek, Drackenstein, and the Paarl, to 

Waggon-maker's Valley. A nd though the roads 

are bad, lying chiefly through a deep sand, and 

require eighteen oxen to convey two leaguers, of 

152 gallons each, occupying two or three days to 

perform the journey, yet, considering the cheap 

rate of carriage in that country, they are still suf­

ficiently near to Cape Town to establish that be­

yond competition as the wine port of the Colony. 
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The other parts that produce the wine, are the 

skirts of Table Mountain, Constantia, and its neigh .. 

bourhood, Houts' Bay, and Tiger Berg. These lat­

ter places chiefly produce the favourite wines, such 

as Hock and sweet Muscadels, while the more 

distant farms above-mentioned, produce the com­

mon wine, denominated Cape Madeira and Pon­

taco The extension of this species of cultivation 

to other districts of the Colony, after the late se­

vere check upon its prosperity, is, I think, for the 

present at least very doubtfuL 

The principal corn districts are, the Blue-Berg, 

Koeberg, Zwal'tland, and Twenty-four Rivers, all 

jn the Cape district; the produce of which comes 

chiefly by land to Cape Town, though capable of 

partial transport by sea, at least from the districts 

in the neighbourhood. of St. Helena Bay. These 

are at present the principal granaries of the Co­

lony. But the greater part of the districts of 

George and Swellendam are equally capable of 

producing corn abundantly: the soil is well fitted 

for it, and the rains which fall in the season of its 

growth along the whole eastern coast of the Co­

lony, do not render irrigation so indispensable in 
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the process of agriculture, as it is to the north­

ward of the chain of mountains which intercept 

the refreshing showers brought by the south-east 

wind. 

For the l"eady conveyance of grain to a distant 

market, the Breede River, which falls into the sea 

.at Port Beaufort, and is navigable for vessels of 

two hundred tons, furnishes abundant means as 

far as respects the district of Swellendam; while 

Mossel Bay is a sufficiently secure place for ship­

ping the produce of such parts of George as are 

capable of growing corn. 

Nearly the whole of the district of Uitenhage 

is also well suited for the successful cultivation of 

corn: and the Zwartkops River, which falls into 

Algoa Bay', furnishes a means of iuland water­

carriage for nearly fifteen miles froIn its mouth. 

The district of Albany, though under present cir­

cumstances so much better adapted for grazing, 

could yet, were the rust extirpated, and external 

demand to arise, undoubtedly furnish a very con­

siderable surplus quantity of grain. And the 

country Illong the coast between the Fish River 

'Bnd Keiskamma, as far as I can judge from per-
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sonal inspection, as well as from the reports of 

many intelligent persons who have visited it, is 

equally well, or better adapted for the purposes of 

agriculture.. There are, therefore, no impediments 

that I am aware of, except the restrictions on the 

corn trade, -already alluded to, and the want of a 

labouring population to cultivate the ground, which 

prevent the Cape from producing com in super .. 

abundance. How the latter impediment is to be 

speedily got .over in the Dutch districts, I do not 

see "Very plainly. The settlement of British emi ... 

grants there by Government, is not practicable to 

any considerable extent; because the whole coun­

try, except some small tracts already noticed, is in 

the possession of the boors; and the increase of 

the population, unless a large spontaneous influx 

should take place from Britain, must be very gra. 

dual. The readiest means which occurs to me: fot" 

a farther supply of labour, (provided there be no 

prospect of obtaining it from Europe,) is the re .. 

ceiving into these districts as indentured servants 

or apprentices, refugees from the Bechuana and 

Caffer tribes. Above a thousand fugitives from 

different nations have already been receiV'~d into 
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the districts of SomersctJ Graa1f-Reinet, and AI .. 

bany ; and pressed as the border tribes noW' ap­

pear to be by the weight of those behind them, 

there will perhaps eventually be no alternative, 

but either their entire destruction between the 

British force on the frontier, and the savage in­

vaders behind, or allowing them to be peaceably 

scattered through the Colony on some plan that 

will secure at once their general usefulness and 

their good treatment. From whatever cause it 

arises, whether from the redundancy of the popu­

lation, in consequence of the stoppage of the slave 

trade on the north-east coast, or from the con­

quering chiefs of that quarter driving the weaker 

tribes to the south-west, certain it is, that the 

southern tribes are press~d upon from the north 

by a weight which they cannot withstand; and 

as such events as the irruption of the Mantatees 

:play again, ere long, not improbably recur, it is 

desirable, if possibleJ to tum this evil to some good 

account. The details of such a measure may be 

safely left to the consideration of the Colonial Go­

veromentJ but that humanity dictates, in the event 

contemplated, some steps to be taken to prevent 
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the extermination of the tribes on the border by 

military execution or savage massacre~ is suffici­

ently apparent. 

Every reasonable eipectation ttJ.ay be tOTrIled, 

~hat the pdpulation so introduced will be found 

superiot td a alave population. At least this has 

hitherto been the cas~ with the prize apprentices, 

who not only look upon themselves as a caste su­

perior to the slaves, but are so esteemed by those 

in whose service they are. It is true, they are 

generally settled in and about Cape Town, and 

it is prObable that the dispersion of the native re­

fugees at a distance from the check, both of 

authority and public opinion, would operate un­

favourably upon the conduct of the master, upon 

which, in most situations of society, either amongst 

slaves or freemen, much of the good 01' evil con~ 

duct of servants depends. But even the obsti­

nacy objected against the Dutch boor, would not 

be entirely proof against the gradual amelioration 

which is taking place in society; and I am in­

clined to think, that no evils could arise which 

bear any comparison to the wretched fate these 

VOL. II. u 



290 CHINESE SETTLERS, 

poor creatures are probably doomed to, unless 

something is done for their relief. 

The importation of Chinese settlers has been 

ad vised, and DO doubt these industrious people 

would be in many situations a great acquisition; 

but it seema very doubtful, whether they could be 

induced to serve as agriculturallaboul'ers to the 

boors, I have always understood that they have 

thriven best on allotments of land tilled for their 

oWd elDolument; and here the same impediments 

present themselves, as with regard to English set­

tlers; viz. the best lands are already anotted~ As 

artificers, mechanics, and dom.estic servants, they 

would be highly useful in Cape Town, and the 

smaller towns. But I much doubt whether any 

emigration, conducted on a large scale, would not 

fail, from the same causes that were fatal to an 

experiment of the same kind at Trinidad. 

A country so prolific in flocks and herds as the 

Cape, cannot but furnish a large supply of hides 

and skins; and these have accordingly, of late 

years, been a considerable article of export to 

Great Britain. The quality of the hides; is in 

fair estimation, and the sheep and goat skins fur-
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nish a highly valuable material to the .leather­

dresser. This, from the nature of things, must 

be an increasing article of export,. and capable of 

extension, by barter with the Ilative tribes, till a 

higher state of civilization induces home manu­

facture to a greater extent than is now carried on. 

But in the article of wool the Cape is as yet far 

behind our Australian Colonies. The Cape sheep, 

it is well known, is covered rather with hair than 

wool; but its adaptation for its native climate, 

and the use made of the fat of its tail, render the 

Dutch farmers, who at best are not very fond of 

innovations,. averse from changing this breed for 

one possessing the valuable property which the 

native sheep wants. Consequently, the ex.peri. 

ments in introducing the Merino breed have chiefly 

been confined to the Government farms and a few 

places in their vicinity, where, though neither 

pains nor expense have been spared, the success 

has been far from encouraging. The wool ap. 

pears td have degenerated, and from the nature 

of the country in which the experiments have been 

tried, it has been found so much clogged with 

sand, and with small decayed vegetable sub. 

u2 
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stances, as greatly to deteriorate its value in ma­

nufacture. This I am fully aware of; having sent 

home some wool, esteemed ot good quality, which 

lost above half the 'weight in washing, and pro­

duced a cloth of about twelve shillings per yard 

in value, which I sold at the Cape, and,the result 

paid me little more than fi\Te per cent. on the 

capital. Whether a greater share of success win 
attend the exertions which Captain Stockenstrom, 

the Landdrost of Graaff-Reinet, is making~ yet 

remains to be seeD. In Albany there are some 

Merino sheep; I believe the flock of Major Pigot 

is the most extensive, and I understand promises 

to succeed very well. I am, therefore, not with ... 

out great hope, that, ere long, wool will furnish a 

more important article of export from the Colony 

than it bas yet done; and I think the sheep in 

the eastetn proYinces will not be so much annoy­

ed by the sand as in the Cape district.* 

• Since the above was \V1'itten, I have leamed that these 
favourable anticipations are likely to be l'ea1ized. Some of 
the wool sent home from the eastem districts, (which, with 
the Sneeuwberg and Nieuwveld, are the best sheep-walks of 
the Colony,) promises to be of a better quality thaD anI bi~ 
therto raised near the Cape, and holds out the cheering pros­
pect of this impol'tant produce becoming, ere long, one of the 
staple exports of the interior. 



DRIED FRUITS.-ARGOL. 298 

Dried fruits are cured at the Cape in some per­

fection; and raisins, which form so valuable au 
article of commerce from the Mediterranean, 

ought, and probably will, under the protecting 

duty they enjoy, form a larger article of export 

to England than they have yet done. These~ and 

some other fruits, have been sent in considerable 

quantities to St. Helena, the Mauritius, New 

South Wales, and Van Diemen's Land, and in 

these channels the trade in them will probably 

increase; large quantities of them are also sold to 

the Indiamen as sea-stores. The extreme rich­

ness of the grapes, and probably some want of skill 

in the preparation, greatly limit their consumption 

as dessert fruit in England; but for the purposes 

of cookery none better can be found. Were the 

proper mode of curing raisins better understood 

at the Cape, there can be no doubt or success in 

this branch of commerce,.-for whatever may be 

said of its wines, the grapes of the Colony are of 

the finest quality. 

Argol, the quality of which has imprt)ved of 

late years, and the quantity of which might pro­

bably be a good ·deal increased, is another second-
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ary article of export. Aloes are ..exported in large 

quantities. 'rhis drug is capable of production to 

a tnuch larger extent than there can be any de­

mand for, till some other use than a medicine for 

cattle be discovered for it. The plant grows wild, 

and is not, like the finer aloe of the West Indies, 

an object of .cultivation. Its Inanufacture is so 

s"imple that any sudden demand is easily supplied. 

These are the principal products of colonial in ... 

dustry which have hitherto been considered fit ar­

ticles of export to England; and certainly it does 

not appeal" to furnish such a list as might be ex­

pected from its situation and climate. It may be 

questioned, however, whether it would conduce to 

the prosperity of the Cape, to diven from its na. 

tural channels that labour and capital which have 

proved beneficial, for the sake of producing a va­

riety of articles" which, though suit-ed to the cli­

mate ;of the Colony, are yet unfitted to its other 

circumstances. 

The tea of China, the coffee of Java" the cotton 

of India, the tobacco of America, together with a 

long list of the productions of the southern coun ... 

tries of Europe, might all, it is believed, be sue-
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cessfully cultivated in different parts of the Colony. 

But it is not from these sources that the early 

prosperity of the Colony must arise, any more than 

from the iron, the copper, and other minerals which 

it is known to possess. • No one can be more 

averse than I am from throwing a damp upon the 

enterprising spirit, without which, no country can 

attain prosperity; but I am of opinion, that the 

articles I have just enumerated, are rather to be 

expected from the vigour of a maturer age, than 

from the infancy of the Colony. It may seem 

strange to use this term after a colonization of 

nearly two hundred years; but when it is consi­

dered, that the settlement is but just emancipated 

• Copper is known to exist in abundance in Little and Great 
Namaqualand. According to the reports of the missionaries, 
native iron is to be found in the same quarter in considerable 
blocks, a circumstance I had but little faith in until I disco­
vered that it was also found in that state in Siberia and Se­
negal. The mineral most likely to be first in request is that 
well known to exist on the Van Staade's River, between the 
Camtoos River and Algoa Bay,-being a rich vein of silver and 
lead. If it be true, as currently reported, that coal has been 
found on the Kromme River, not far west from Van Staade's 
River, it is possible, that ere long, some attempt may be made 
to work it. The acquisitiQn of coal mines would, indeed, be 
invaluable to South Africa; they would furnish the means of 
smelting her ores, and supplying her steamers. 
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Cronl the leading-strings of commercial monopoly, 

it will not appear to be ill applied. 

There is another species of cultivation, and that 

a valuable one, which bllS been suggested by the 

editor of the "State of the Cape in 1822," of the 

favourable result of 'which I entertain DO doubts-

I mean that of the silkworm; and I am hQ,PPY in 

the prospect that Jin attempt is now likely to be 

made, under circumstances which render its suc­

cess highly probable. The white mulberry at­

tains to the highest degree of perfection; the 

climate is precisely suitable to the worm, and a 

population well adapted for the ten dance of these 

insects, is to be found in the Hottentots. It re­

quires, in fact, nothing but a very few per~ons 

skilled in the art of winding the silk from the 

cocoons, to instruct others, and a proper set of 

machinery for the purpose, to insure the most pel;'­

fect success. It fortunately demands no such very 

large capital to start upon, as might deter indivi­

duals from embarking in it, if a public company 

formed expressly for such purposes should decline 

the undertaking. 

The whale fisheries on the coast, which have 
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hitherto furnished an export to England, I am 

sorry to say, have become less productive in each 

succeeding year; and this trade, unless it is 

capable of being conducted on very different prin ... 

ciples than the mere taking of the whales that 

come into the bays, is sOQQ likely to be of little 

value to the Colony. At present .. ~ tbink that 

agricultUJ"e forms a w.ore profitable invee;tment 

for the capital of the resident at the Cape; q.nd 
the merchants generally connected with England, 

have their means otherwl$~ engaged. South Sea 

whaling expeditions are carried on upon those 

principles of partnership between the owners and 

the crew, that th~y can only be settled 01) the 

ship's retul"n kome,· and all absence of two or 

three years from England is quite as long as ~ 

seaman would generally be disposed to bind him­

self to. Whenever there is surplus capital among 

the Cape residents, this may be undertaken, I 

think, with great ad vantage, but not till then. 

The seals which are caught on this coast p.fford 

skins of but indifferent quality, and these are 

likely rather to diminish than increase in quantity" 

The fish that swarm off the banks of the Cape, 
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are entirely neglected as an article of foreign trade, 

though there js abundance of salt to cure them. 

Perhaps the most profitable and extensive markets 

for this kind of produce are to be found too near 

to the fisheries of Europe and of North America, 

to adlnit of a successful competition. 

To the export of articles to England, which I 

have already mentioned as the produce of the 

Colony itself, may be added the ivory, gum, and 

ostrich feathers, which form a lucrative branch 

-of commerce between the settlers and the border 

tribes; being chiefly obtained in barter for beads, 

buttons, and articles of small comparative value. 

This trade will probably be found susceptible 01 

considerable increase, both in the quantity and the 

variety of the products, when a more unreserved 

intercourse takes place between the traders and the 

natives. It was formerly restricted by law to 

an annual fair at Fort Willshire, from a laudable 

desire to afford protection to those employed in 

the trade; and though this is now extended to a 

market twice a week at the same place, yet the 

thirst of gain causes a continued violation of the 

rules laid down by government, and neither the 
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preventive service of the troops OD the border, nor 

the dread of ill treatment from the natives, deter 

Bome adventurers from entering the forbidden 

country in the prosecution of so profitable a trade .. 

Limited as the intercourse is, it must still, ere long, 

have some effect in civilizing these tribes; and 

they have already property of sufficient value in 

their herds of cattle" added to the products I have 

mentioned, and to others that may yet be disco­

vered amongst them, to give an equivalent for 

such articles as new wants may render desirable 

to them. 

The cheapness of the .cattle purchased from 

such neighbours as these, as well as the increase 

of their own flocks and herds in a country so 

well adapted to pasture, may prove to the inha­

bitants of Albany the source of a lucrative trade 

in the curing of salt provisions, which has been 

begun with some prospect of success, both with 

respect to its cheapness and good quality. 1 can 

speak of this from experience, having 'supplied 

some homeward-bound Indiamen with beef cured 

at Mr. Nourse's establishment, at the Kawie, 

which was so well approved that the com-
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