COMPARATIVE REVIEW OF UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS
(UAS) REGULATION IN SOUTH AFRICA TO INTERNATIONAL
CIVIL AVIATION ORGANISATION (ICAO) MODEL UAS
REGULATIONS IN PROMOTING BUSINESS AND RESEARCH

L MABECE

Bulumko Corporate Law Advisers and Consultants, 1 Bosbok Street, West Park,
Pretoria 0183; Tel: 012 386 1211; E-mail: Imabece@bulumkoclac.co.za

ABSTRACT

Civil Aviation Act No. 13 of 2009 is the principal legislation concerning civil aviation in
South Africa read with Convention on International Civil Aviation of 1944 and other
conventions and agreements as more fully provided as schedules to the Civil Aviation Act.
Eighth Amendment of Civil Aviation Regulations, 2015 were published as regulations on
UAS in terms of section 155(1)(a) of the Civil Aviation Act, 2009.

The ICAO published Model UAS Regulations Part 101, Part 102 and Part 149 on 23 June
2020 as examples member states may consider for implementation to regulate the
operations of UAS. The ICAO published advisory circulars in addition to the ICAO Model
UAS Regulations. It further recommended Canada AC 922-001, RPAS Safety Assurance
to member states as an example of performance-based criteria.

This study reflects on Part 101 of Civil Aviation Regulations as against the
abovementioned ICAO documents regarding the impact in promoting business and
research.
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