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SHANAHAN'’S
STAMP AUCTIONS
ARE DIFFERENT

The difference is in the many facilities we are offering
to our clients.

(1) We offer month after month the largest array of
stamps in the world. Our Catalogues are so
arranged that they should suit everybody, large
lots and small lots, single Rarities and General or
Country Collections, Covers and Wholesale lots,
and in every Sale we try to bring specialised
Collections of one or several different countries.
Your specicality might come up in our next
Catalogue.

(2) Every lot, large or small, is offered on ‘“‘After Sale
Approval.” Any lot which does not come up to
your expectation can be returned under Para. II
of our Conditions of Sale. No reason need to be
given.

(3) Every illustrated stamp is being sold with a
Certificate by the world-famous expert, M. A.
Brun, of Paris.

(4) Hire Purchase and other Credit facilities are
readily available.

(5) The “Profit from Stamps — without Risk” Plan
enables you to share in the profits from stamp
trading on a guaranteed basis,

(6) The “Double Barrel” Plan enables you to utilise
the money you have invested under the ‘Profit
from Stamps — Without Risk” Plan at the same
time for Stamp Purchases here and thereby get
your stamps much cheaper and under certain
circumstances even for nothing.

(7) The “Collection Picking Plan” enables you to buy
and obtain a large collection or dealer’s stock
with a small deposit only, take out what you want,
break up the remainder into smaller lots and send
them to us, for re-sale by Auction on your behalf,
thereby probably getting the stamps you really
need for much less or even for nothing,” with per-
haps a profit thrown in,

Get on Our Catalogue Mailing List Free 39 Upper Great George’s Street,
Dun Laoghaire, Dublin, Ireland.
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CAPE OF GOOD HOPE NUMERAL BAR
DEFACERS

(1) Kingwilliamstown No. 4. On pp. 64-65 of
his book on Cape postmarks, Jurgens describes
and illustrates a No. 4 which is unique amongst
Cape marks in character, and although it can-
cels a “Hope seated” he says it is possibly not
a Cape mark at all.

I can now put this doubt at rest, having been
fortunate enough to find two of these marks on
piece and a third accompanied by a place-
date stamp of Kingwilliamstown of 27 April,
'04. Nos. 4 of “ordinary” size (6-8 mm.) are
well known from here, but, as the illustration
shows, this measures 12 mm., quite an outsize
among these thick-bar numeral defacers. Jur-
gens has classified it (provisionally) in " his
Group 1 of these marks, the ovals with nine
bars; it has two bars at either end and five
at the sides, ordinarily there are three at
each end and three at the sides.

(2) More unrecorded numbers, I have come
across some 27 more numbers which have not
previously been recorded. They are all, unfor-
tunately, on loose stamps so it is not possible
to state the places of their usage. They can
only go in the category “Used in the Cape”.
Here is a list of them in numerical order:

165 170 108 286 316 408
413 504 506 3510 583 603
626 651 652 680 685 706
716 735 747 8o1 811 1021

1041 1097 1148

(3) No. 230. This number is recorded by
Jurgens as used at both Britstown and Graafi-
Reinet. I can locate it at a third place of usage,
having it on an entire with the postmark of
Grahamstown — 28 Aug., 1882.

C. R. REYNOLDS.

AUSTRALIA

Two Christmas stamps, of 33d. and 4d. deno-
minations, will be issued in November. The de-
signs will ‘be symbolic of the spiritual signi-
ficance of the season, depicting a child at
prayer and the star of Bethlehem.

The Australian War Memorial at Canberra
will be depicted on two stamps to be issued
early in 1058. Both will be of 53d. denomination,
but the designs will be different in form; the
central design will show the courtyard of the
Memorial, on one stamp there will be symbolic
figures of a sailor and an airman, on the other
the figures will be those of a soldier and a
servicewoman. .

NEW ZEALAND
The two 1957 Health stamps went on sale

on 25 September. One, a 2d. plus 1d. will show
a life-saving team going into action; the other,

3d. plus 1d., features a beach scene with chil-

dren. .
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BRITISH EMPIRE & FOREIGN

ISRAEL First Coins cpl. MINT ... ... ... £70 0 0
FR. COLONIES, Bastille set, Surface &

Air, 128 cpl. MINT . s £5 0 0
FR. COLONIES West Indies Tercen-

tenary complete MINT: ... ... ... ... £3 10 O

CAPE TRIANGULAR: Collection of 56
including 2 Woodblocks: Clean lot
Cat. about £900. ... ... ... ... Nett £175 0 0

Specialized Lots of French Liberation,
ltalian Liberation, France Parce! Post,
Algerian Parcel Post, Etc.

BRITISH EMPIRE COLLECTIONS: Many
good Geo. V sets & single items.

GEORGE VI: From collection, many sets
MINT sacrificed at face value.

VRYBURG: set of 4 used complete,
with Phil. Fed. certificate: ... ... ... £12 10

EGYPT superb used Birthday Pound: ... £6 0 0

UNION STAMP CO.,
69 Harrison Street
JOHANNESBURG.

P.O. Box 10225. Phone 23-8257.

[=]

R. T. LILLEY,

The Dingle,
Sandford Orleigh,
NEWTON ABBOT,

Devon, England,

for rare, uncatalogued and unusual items
of the whole world.

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE
TRIANGULARS.
RECTANGULARS. POSTMARKS.

Extensive selections of the above are always
available, as well as interesting covers and Postal
History material,

References from new customers, please.

F. W. COLLINS,

STOBOROUGH CROFT, WINCHESTER,
ENGLAND.




NOVEMBER, 1957.

THE 1895 NATAL 3id. ON 6d. AND ITS
VARIETIES

By J. E. FRANKLAND

Collectors seeing the long list of wvarieties
on this issue as given in the Gibbons Catalogue
may wonder just how these appear on the
sheet, and whether the Catalogue pricings are
mutually consistent (they aren’t!).

The setting was sufficient to print 5 (V) by
12 (H) and was repeated four times to do the
sheet of 240. Any variety indicated by its posi-
tion on the upper part will therefore be found
also in the corresponding position 5, 10 and 15
rows below.

Normal stamps (SG 114) occur on No. 6 of all
rows, on No. 7 and 9 of all rows except the
first, and on No. 10 of rows 2, 3, 4.
They also occur in position 5/3. Total
17 per setting. Stamps with the second upright
of H defective (incorrectly described as “Ealf”
in Gibbons) (SG 114a2) occur in position s/T10.

~Total 1 per setting. Stamps with no tail to the

y (Pennv) (SG 114b) are omnly found in asso-
ciation with the long P or the long T & A,
the former on 4/2 and the latter on 4/4. These
should correctly be catalogued as varieties da
and ia. Total 1 of each kind per setting.

Damaged 1 in Half (not noted in Gibbons)
occurs 1n association with the long P on 1/8.
This should be listed as variety db. Total 1 per
setting. No stop after POSTAGE (SG 114c)
and Comma after POSTAGE only occur in as-
sociation with long P T and A and the cata-
logue is misleading in its footnote. It would be
better to list the varieties as ka and kb. Total
1 per setting without stop and 2 per setting
with comma, Long P (SG 114d) has already
been noted above with two other varieties. It
is also found without them on 1/1, 1/2, 1/5,
2/2, 2/4. Total 5 per setting.

Long T (SG 114e) occurs on 1/9, 2/12, 4/11,
5/2, 5/11, 5/12. Total 6 per setting.

Long A (SG 114f) occurs on 1/7, 1/10, 5/1.
Total 3 per setting.

Long P and T (SG 114g) occurs on 2/11, 3/2,
3/8, 3/11, 3/12, 4/12. Total 6 per setting.

Long P and A (SG 114th) occurs on 1/3, 1/4,
1/12, 2/3, 2/8, 3/4, 4/1. Total 7 per setting.

Long T and A (SG 114i) has been mentioned
above. Without the Pennv variety it is found
on 2/1, 2/5, 3/3, 3/5, 5/4. Total 5 per setting.
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Long P T and A (SG 114k) has also been
mentioned above in association with the miss-
ing stop (on 3/1) and the comma (on 4/3 and
4/5). It is also found with normal stop on 1/11,
4/8, 5/5, 5/8. Total 4 per setting,

The following summary will indicate the cor-
rect relative scarcity of the items.
per setting

114 (entirely normal) .. e e e s oo 17
r1i4a (damaged H)
114b (Pennv) see da & ia below
114¢ (no stop) see ka below

114d (long P, otherwise normal) ... ... ... 5
da (with Pennv) ... . v v e oo oo I
db, (damaged 1) o s s o e e e 1

" 114e (long T, otherwise normal) ... ... 6

114f (long A, otherwise normal) ... .. ... 3

i14g (long P & T, otherwise normal) .. 6

114h (long P & A, otherwise normal) .. 7

114i (long T & A, otherwise normal) ... 5
ia (with Pennv) .. e e o e e o 3

114k (long P T & A, otherwise normal) 4
ka (10 Stop) . v e e o I, 1
kb (comma) . o co o e e J— 2

60

Footnote: when you have found all the varieties,
you may be interested to check how many have
the watermark reversed, and then see if you can
find them so, as well as with normal water-
mark!

The Philatelic Magazine

{Established 1875)

is your illustrated guide to world
collecting!

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION: I5/-

Specimen free on request.

HARRIS PUBLICATIONS LTD.,
27, Maiden Lane, Strand, W.C.2, England.

— WANTED —
from ALCOCK to ZEPPELIN

We want to buy flown covers (from pioneer flights), documents,
labels, semi-officials, postcards etc. up to any reasonable amount.

FRANCIS J. FIELD LTD.,
Sutton Coldfield, England.

Publishers of “The Aero Field”.
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CORRESPONDENCE

Cumming Street,
Wellington.
1oth Sept. 1957.
The Editor,
S.A. Philatelist.
Dear Sir,

SOUTH WEST AFRICA

Looking through back numbers of the “S.A.
Philatelist” I could not help noticing how seldom
there is any reference to this territory. When
I approached the editor with a request for more
news and views about S.W.A. stamps I was
told that he would be pleased to publish any
contribution, but very little information, if any,
is ever supplied for inclusion. This is indeed
a sad state of affairs — so what about it, you
S.W.A. collectors! Meanwhile I am accepting
the challenge to make an attempt to start the
ball rolling — so here goes.

It may not be generally known that there is a
very efficient Philatelic Department organised
by the Director of Posts and Telegraphs at
Windhoek which gives similar service to that
rendered by our own Publicity Office in Pre-
toria. Arrows, cylinder numbers etc. are sup-
plied as requested. What a glorious opportunity
for the collector who wants to specialise in
some country! Incidentally, the stamps are
printed in Pretoria by the same process as
Union of S.A. stamps., So far the original
cylinder numbers are still obtainable, but the
6d. and 1/6 have also been printed from new
cylinders which will be put on sale when original
stocks are exhausted.

Most collectors will no doubt like to start
their collections with a display of the German
stamps issued in the territory, followed by
Union stamps used there during the occupation
period. The various makeshift postmarks, pen
cancellations, censor markings etc. can form an
absorbing study. Unfortunately this kind of
material is not too plentiful, but with S.W.A.
at a temperary discount it may be possible to
buy at reasonable prices while the slump lasts.

The King’s Head stamps with overprints form
another happy hunting ground for the specialist
— what with missing stops, missing letters etc.
The general collector need not be daunted, how-
ever. He can confine himself to “Gibbons” and
also find enough variety to whet his appetite.
The Union Specialist will realize that many of
the varieties, plate nos. etc. found on Union
stamps can also be found on S.W.A. stamps.

Until such time as a handbook is published
it is difficult to know just what to look out for.
This is where we can help one another by
letting the S.A.P. know on which plate nos. or
printings the various overprints occur,

In the later overprints on London pictorials
some are also obtainable in both perforations
(14 and 14 x 13%) but more information is
wanted so that collectors can know what to look
for. The 1020 Air Stamps with the different
types of ovp. and varieties such as the “Short
i”, “missing clouds” etc. form another interest-
ing group. Here can also be found such varieties
as missing stops, “double strike” overprints etc.

The Pretoria Typo #d, 1d, and 6d. with
S.W.A. ovp. give rise to more uncatalogued
varieties such as ovp. right in the centre of the
stamp, ovp. right on the perforations etc., in
addition to the numerous known varieties on the
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stamps themselves. Even the double perforation
in the 1d. value is there, The 1d. with ovp. at
the top seems to be always on plate 1 whereas
the ovp. at bottom is on plate 2. The 3d. I have
only found on plate 2 thus far,

Although not mentioned by Gibbons the ovp.
on the 1d. Roto can be found at the top of the
stamp as well as at the bottom, but the former
appears to be much scarcer than the latter. The
ovp. is found on plate 1 (“A” control) as well
as on plate 6.

The ovp. on the 2d. and 1d. Voortrekker
stamp can also be found both at top and bottom
of the stamp. Earlier ovpts. are at the top
whereas the later ones are always at the bottom.

The mere mention of the “Bantam” overprints
opens up another wide field to be explored.
Please, one of you specialists, let us know on
which printings of each value the overprints
can be found; also what else can be looked out
for in addition to the catalogued varieties.

Although a bit late, a check list of plate num-
bers of the first (1931) Pictorial issue may even
now be useful; as for the present issue: how
about some specialist letting us have a list of
the more prominent flaws such as are regularly
supplied by certain Union specialists.

Perhaps there are some S.W.A. collectors
who feel they cannot supply much information
but have problems they would like solved. No
doubt somebody can supply just what you want
to know, if only you will sit down and write.
to the S.A.P.

Yours etc.,
J. MALAN.

TABIL

Exposition Internationale De Timbres - Poste.
List of South African Awards.

Israel: Sam Legator, Benoni. Silver-Bronze.

Poland: A. R. Kleiner, Johannesburg. Silver-
Bronze.

Brazil: Mrs. Gertrude H. Hunt, Johannesburg.
Silver-Gilt.

U.S.A.: L. Hellman, East London. Bronze.

Cape of Good Hope: C. Reynolds, Beaufort
West, Silver-Gilt.

Union of South Africa. Sam Legator, Benoni.
Silver.

Swaziland: Dr. J. H. Harvey Pirie, Johannes-
burg. Silver.

South West Africa: L. Abrams, Johannesburg.
Silver.

South West Africa: L. Buchen, Johannesburg.
Siiver.

Gold Coast: Mrs. Gertrude H. Hunt, Johan-
nesburg. Silver.

George VI Issues: B. Glassman, Johannes-
burg. Silver.

Union of South Africa: W. N. Sheffield, Ger-
miston, Diploma.

African Airmails: Capt. M. F. Stern, Cape
Town. Silver-Gilt.

THEMATIC COLLECTIONS
L. Feinstein, Johannesburg. Silver-Gilt.
J. H. Bruwer, Krugersdorp. Diploma.
PHILATELIC LITERATURE

“THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST”.
Silver Medal.

“HANDBOOK/CATALOGUE VOLS. I and
117, Silver Medal.
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THE DONKIN HILL — MAIN STREET,
PORT EUIZABETH

by Dr. J. W. HARRIS

With the growth of Port Elizabeth it was
found necessary to open a new post office in
Main Street, despite the fact that the General
Post Office was in Market Square right in the
business centre of the city. An office was open-
ed in Garlick’s Department Store in Main Street
a few hundred yards from the General Post
Office in 1937. This was a small glassed off en-
closure at the further end of the Men’s De-
partment on the ground floor of the store. It
was staffed by one lady clerk.

Mail in the nearby pillar-box was sent to the
central post office where it was cancelled. For
registered articles, however, a canceller “Port
Elizabeth Main Street/Hoofstraat” and a print-
ed registration label were provided.

Business grew rapidly, and with it the number
of the staff, which despite expansion of the en-
closure was very cramped. New premises were
urgently required by 1054. Moreover, Garlicks
itself required the space for its own needs.

In Donkin Street just off Main Street the
Government found suitable premises for the
proposed new post office. Some hundred odd
years ago the government of that day granted
land for the building of a Mechanics’ Hall on
condition that the land be used only for that
purpose, This idea of “improving” the workers
was imported from Britain, where such insti-
tutes were found to improve the degraded con-
ditions of the workers of those times suffer-
ing from the consequences of the Industrial Re-
volution. With the spread of education such
amenities, at least in South Africa, were no
longer required. For many years the Mechanics’
Hall in Donkin Street was not used for the
purposes for which it had been built. The
present government on investigating the posi-
tion found that there were only three surviving
persons who nominally were members of the
Mechanics’ Institute. The government demanded
the return of the land, as the conditions on
which this was granted were no longer ful-
filled. Thus one of the most valuable sites of
Port Elizabeth fell in to the lap of the govern-
ment, who decided to use the premises as a post
office to replace the one at Garlick’s. Suitable
alterations were made for the purpose.

This post office was opened on 25 Novem-
ber 1954. It was provided with a new canceller,
appropriately called “Donkin Hill.”” Registered
letters, however, continued to have the “Main
Street/Hoofstraat” registered label. So we have
the unique position of a post office using a
registered label with a different name from that
of the canceller. I doubt if any South African
collector of postmarks has noticed the pecu-
liarity. My attention was actually drawn to this
by a continental correspondent who had trouble
with his post office because the label and post-
mark did not correspond on his letters from me.
When the stock of this “Main Street” label was
near exhaustion the usual rubber stamped
registration cachet with “Donkin Hill” was sup-
plied. Covers with this cachet must be ex-
tremely rare, as soon after it was put into use
the new printed “Donkin Hill” labels arrived at
the beginning of August 1957. So now label and
postmark are similar in name and collectors will
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be deprived of a charming item. It seems that in
1054 a stock of the “Main Street” label was
sent to the post office in Garlicks just before
it moved to “Donkin Hill” — a supply which
lasted over three years.

UNION POSTAGE DUE MARKS
By J. H. HARVEY PIRIE

& K. E. W, LYDALL
(Continued from page 152, October 1957 issue)

(We illustrate Type 22, which was inad-
vertently omitted last month).

8D

22

25.

Type 25.

For this specimen we are indebted to Mr. G.
D. B. Williams, as also for the cover with the
Type 23 mark. It is incomplete and only on
piece, but it is shown here as being the earliest
so far recorded Natal postage due mark
we have. It is part of a fine-drawn 8d. in
a circle estimated at about 27 mm, in diameter.
The piece has four 1d. Queen Victoria Natal
stamps, cancelled with a Greytown postmark
dated Feb., 17 ’08.

Coloured Marks

Most marks, whether they be in M/S or from
handstamps, are in black. M/S pencil marks
have been noted in blue and in indelible purple
and ink marks in red. Various coloured hand-
stamp marks have been noted under the dif-
ferent types; they are here grouped together
for convenient reference:—

Type 8 (b). T in a circle. In red. Durban 1928.

Type 13. T/4d. in a circle. In red. Benoni 1956.

Type 13. T/4d. in a circle. In bright violet.
Somerset East 1957.

Type 13. T/1d. in a circle. In mauve. Mbabane
1957.

Type 14. T/1d. in a circle. In violet. Port
Elizabeth 1056.

'I;)ype 14. T/4d. in a circle. In red. Germiston
1956.

Type 24(g). T/8d. in an oval. In violet. Cape
Town 1952.



170 THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST

Marks other than “T’s” or simple Numbers
or Values

Various handstamped marks, or cachets, in-
dicative of non-payment or underpayment of
postage, are to be found in addition to T-
marks, numerals or figures of value.

1 to 4. These are taken from Jurgens’ book
on the Handstamps and Postmarks of the Cape,
and are the only ones we know of in literature.
They are, of course, pre-Union.

1. Old “To Pay” marks as used away back
in the pre-adhesive stamp days. Both boxed and
unboxed types.

2. Boxed “Unstamped” marks of two varieties.

3. “Insufficiently Prepaid”. Unboxed.

4. “Returned for/(amount in M/S)/Postage”.
Boxed.

5 to 8. Marks already noted under Types 1
and 2. These are peculiar in that they have as
an integral part the number allotted to the
T-mark of the particular post office.

5. Rectangular box 60 x 10 mm. with “Posted
out of Course/2” Pretoria 1905.

6. “Contains communication of the nature of
a letter LIV”, Pietersburg.

7. “Closed against inspection LIV”. Pieters-
burg.

8. “More to pay/Above . . . . Ozs./(Roman
Number)”. Premier Mine and Pretoria Station,

9 to 16. Various marks noted on Union covers:

9. “Contains communication of the nature of
a letter”. Boxed.

10. “Closed against Inspection”. Boxed, two
different sized varieties.

11. “Unpaid/Onbetaal”. Two different sizes.

12. “Onbetaal/Unpaid”. Boxed.

13. “More to Pay/Meer te Betalen/Above
....0zs/Boven . ... Ons”. Boxed.

14. “Meer te Betaal/More to Pay/Bo/Over/
Ons/0Oz.” Boxed and Unboxed.

15. “Surcharged owing to/Insufficient Post-
age/Please advise Sender.” Boxed.

16. “Onreélmatig  Gepos / Posted out of
Course”. (The cover was marked registered.
but it had not been handed over the counter).

PRE-UNION MARKS

We have naturally been interested in pre-
Union marks of the four Provinces to see if
we could trace back the origins of the Union
marks, We have not seen very many, but three
of the marks (Nos. 23, 24 and 25) of those
illustrated are actually of pre-Union vintage.
Another (No. 20) comes from SW.A. and
is not actually a Union mark at all. Here
follow some notes about marks of the four
pre-Union Provinces compiled from a few speci-
mens together with the little we could find in
literature. As already noted practically the only
notes in literature are those of Jurgens on the
Cape.

Cape of Good Hope. On pp. 94-96 of his book
on the Handstamps and Postmarks of the Cape
Jurgens gives quite a lot of information and
also illustrates some 15 types of marks. The
only notable omission is the absence of dates
of times of introduction of the various types of
marks and of the methods of dealing with un-
paid or insufficiently prepaid letters. For ex-
ample, he describes the following procedure, but
gives no clue as to when it was in force:— “In-
sufficiently franked letters were sent to a
special Postal Charge Department where they
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received a special ‘Charge Clerk’ date-stamp”.
He adds “This was not always strictly observed,
however, as often the covers only got an M/S
marking.

The amount to be taxed was impressed on the
letter, but official handstamps for this purpose
were only issued to the larger and more im-
portant offices, Elsewhere the marking had to
be in M/S.

Some of the marks he illustrates are similar
to, though not quite identical with, our Types
8, 17, 21 and 22. They may, perhaps, be regard-
ed as Forerunners of present-day types.

There are others of which we have not come
across anything which we could say resembles
them, For example, there are “T’s” or “T/10’
inside a hexagon with an “L” underneath it
(This is reminiscent of British marks); also
an oval mark with “T/2d./CT”.

Marks which are described under our Type
headings and which may be Cape pre-Union
marks (althcugh some are not quite certain)
are Type 5 (a) and (d), Type 8(a), Type 17, 3d.
on a P.OW. cover from Ceylon.

Orange Free State. So far we have seen no
actual specimens of pre-Union Postage Due
marks from this territory.

In A. Cecil Fenn’s recently published booklet
“O.F.S. Postal and other Markings” there are
illustrations of a number of types, including
some which are suggestive of our Types 5, 7,
9, 13 and 14 although not quite identical with
them. Unfortunately no dates are given with
them so it is not possible to say whether they
belong to the O.F.S. proper or to the O.R.C.
period.

Transvaal. No published records found of any
Postage Due marks, but in our notes of Types
there are four pre-Union marks.

(1) Type 12. A “T/10/Centimes” is noted as
occurring on a letter sent from Johannesburg
to England in 1007. The mark is almost indis-
tinguishable from the mark of this value in the
J 1036 collection, although the “T” is just a
trifle thicker. Possibly all the marks of this
type came into use in pre-Union days.

The cover has another interesting mark on
it; the cover is franked with a British 1d. K.E.
stamp only and there is a boxed mark 75 x 23
mm. with the wording “POSTAGE . ...
EPAID/IN/TRANSVAAL STAMPS” “NOT
PR” would just fill up the space in which the
letters have not printed and would make sense.
To have gone to the trouble of having such a
handstamp made suggests that such an occur-
rence was fairly common, and it may be that it
was a kind of hangover from Anglo-Boer War
times when the use of British stamps in South
Africa was common. (2) and (3) Type 17. An
8d. of a rather fancy type used at Pretoria in
1905; it is on a cover with a Type 2 mark
(q.v.) which must also be considered as a pre-
Union one although its use extended well into
Union times.

(4) Type 24(a). The mark illustrated as our
Type 24 (a thick T/2d. in an oval) was used at
Johannesburg in 1907.

Natal. As in the case of the Transvaal we
have found no published information referring
to Postage Due marks in Natal, but thanks to
Mr. G. D. B. Williams we have been able to
obtain a couple of pre-Union marks from that
Colony.
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(1) The oldest mark we have seen, illustrated
as Type 25, although the original is not quite
complete and is only on piece, The piece has
three Q.V. Natal 1d. stamps with the postmark
of Greytown dated FE 17 08

(2) The mark illustrated as Type 23, and
along with it a mark of similar size and pat-
tern with “T/3d.”. The cover bearing these was
posted in Durban in Sept. 1906. See under
Type 23.

CAPE COLONY OCEAN POST OFFICE
Mr. Stephen G. Rich, of Verona, N.J., has

been “tidying up” some accumulated material,
and has sent us some items of interest, mainly
as regards dates, about the different types of
the Cape Colony, Ocean Post Office postmarks.
We are not, however, publishing his notes just
in the form sent us, as we have also some other
little bits of information from various sources,
and have considered it to be easier for reference
if all these bits and pieces were combined into
one whole,

Firstly it may be said that Jurgens is very
disappointing in the description of these marks
given in his book on the Handstruck Letter
Stamps and Postmarks of the Cape on p. 99. It
is very brief, not all correct, and far from be-
ing complete. He does not mention when this
Ocean P.O. started functioning, but from other
sources we know that it was at the beginning
of 1894 when a contract between the Cape Ad-
ministration and the Union-Castle Steamship
Line for the carriage of mails between England
and the Cape came into operation.

(1) The first type of postmark was a 22 mm.
single-circle one, the lettering being just under
3 mm. high. The wording was split, with “Cape
Colony” at the top and “Ocean Post Office” at
the bottom. In the centre was the date in two
lines (as, for example, MR 3/02) and, usually,
but not always, what has been termed varlously
an index, a key, or a control letter. There is
somethmg more to be said about these anon.

Jurgens gives the earliest date seen for this
mark as 1895; Mr. Rich has found one on a
13d. postal card which is clearly AP 11 94 and
puts this forward as an early unrecorded mark.

Actually if he had sent in his report a year
ago it would have been the earliest recorded,
but he has overlooked the note by Mr. Robt. S.
Gordon, Vermont in the “S.A. Ph.” of July,
1956 p. 129 of a postcard with this mark dated
MR 21 04. It is further described as being some-
thing near a “First Day Cover”.

But even this specimen of Mr. Gordon’s is
not now the earliest known for since his note
was published the writer has acquired a loose

23d. stamp with a very clear mark dated FE
14 o4 and with “Index” letter E. It is a pity it
is not an entire!

As regards “Index” letters Mr. Wm. Stewart,
Manchester records these as being A to H both
inclusive and K to N both inclusive. The writer
can add J and O so that only I is needed to
make the list continuous from A to O. What is
the significance of these letters? Jurgens has
shown in an article entitled “The Index letters
used in the Date stamps of the Cape Colony”
published in the “S.A. Ph.” 1944, p.102 that
throughout the Cape generally these letters did
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not signify different postal clerks (as used to
be imagined), but time-periods of cancellation.
These varied from half-an-hour to (at smaller
offices) four or five hours; schedules of these
time-periods for various offices have been rout-
ed out.

Mr. Stewart pertinently remarks that the time
of posting or cancellation would not seem to
be of much significance aboard ship. We can
only suggest that they were put there simply
because 1t was the general custom with Cape
marks.

Mr. Rich records the use of this type of mark
as late as 1907, but its use certainly overlaps the
usage of some of the other types — perhaps on
different ships.

(2) A similar mark, but with a 23 mm. circle,
would appear to be a scarce one. Neither Mr.
Rich nor Mr. Stewart mention it; the writer
has only one specimen which is dated 21 AU o4
and has Index letter J.

(3) Next comes a similarly arranged mark
with circle ca 24 mm.,, but the height of the let-
tering is almost 4 mm. Mr. Rich has this type
with dates in 1003 and 1908, with either no key
letter, or a C; Mr, Stewart has specimens dated
1002 and 1904, with letter C; the writer has
specimens of AP 04, no index letter, and of
AP 11, index letter C; on a third specimen the
date is undecipherable and the index letter
might be a C or an O. The puzzle is not helped
by the arrival postmark on the back of the
cover, which is FE o1; this is an obvious error
as the stamp is a K.E. 1d,, and there were so
such stamps in 1891.

(4) The next, and last, change in these Ocean
Post Office marks was a 23 mm, circle with the
wording arranged differently, The letters are 3
mm. high but the wording, instead of being
split, runs continuously round the periphery of
the circle. There are no longer “Index Letters”
but the time is indicated as a.m. or p.m. I have
this type with the earliest date as NOV oz,
Stewart has it 1906 to 1909, whilst Rich has a
copy with date as late as 1011, Four records of
the time are all 8 p.m. Just how long this type
remained in use cannot be said definitely, but it
certainly cannot be later than 1914.

In 1912 a completely new type of “Ocean”
mark came into use; this was a 32 mm. double
circle mark with the wording “Union of S.
Africa/Ocean P.O.” between the circles and a
number under the central date.

In Sept. 1013 still another type appeared., a
27 mm. double-circle mark with “United King-
dom & S. Africa Sea P.O. (number)” between

the circles.

The P.O.s on the mail boats were withdrawn
on the outbreak of World War I in 1014 and
have never since been resumed.

J. H. HARVEY PIRIE.

MARION ISLAND

It has been officially announced that an
automatic ionosphere recording station has been
set up as part of S. Africa’s I1.G.V. super-
meteorological work. It is hoped that the data
obtained, from an area where no previous
records have been made, will help improve long-
distance radio communications.
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SOCIETY NEWS

PRETORIA RAILWAY PHILATELIC
SOCIETY

The September meeting of the Society was
held as usual in the Recreation Club, Berea
Park, on 1lth instant, and drew an attendance
of 25. The main attraction was, of course, the
annual visit from the East Rand Society. Only
a small contingent braved the rainy weather
but they brought along two outstanding ex-
hibits which were enjoyed to the full by the
appreciative meeting. Mr. Sam Legator showed
his collection of Cape Triangulars which surely
must be one of the best in the country. In-
cluded in the collection were some beautiful
proofs, the like of which I had not seen before,
woodblocks in fine condition and a number of
Triangulars on cover. This was a real sight for
sore eyes. Then the evergreen Bill Sheffield
tabled his collection of used Unions. His pages
of Kings heads giving all shades in singles, pairs
and blocks of four — this, mind you, including a
page of ten bobs and another of the pound
stamps -— were amazing, while the various
early postage dues were of a high standard.
One thing which 1 remarked was the fact that
there were no “killer” cancellations (so common
in the earlier South African issues) in Bill's ex-

hibit.
W. K.

THE THEMATIC STAMP CLUB

September 9th. The last of the Durban
thematic exhibits were shown, namely that of
Mrs. L. Bevis, “Saints on Stamps”. This fine
collection showed real research and fine setting
out, being divided under the headings “Tidings
of Great Joy (The Birth of Christ)”, “The
Gospel in Stamps”, “Saints & Martyrs”, “The
Holy Bible”. The whole was written up with
quotations from the Holy Testament. At the
same time Mr. K. Cameron showed yet
another of his many collections, this time that
of “British India”. This was up to his usual
high standard as a philatelist. There was a
record number attending.

September 23rd. The evening was devoted to
the holding of an Auction which raised over £18
for the Paarl Tercentenary national Philatelic
Exhibition.

M.F.S.

ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF
CAPE TOWN

September 12th. Mr. H. Rosselaar showed
“The Numerical Cancellations of the Nether-
lands.” He showed much expert material, and
also gave an interesting talk.

September 26th. This was one of those in-
teresting “double” evenings, when Mr. R, Eskell
showed “Norway — Early Post Horn and
Locals” and Mr. A. G. Versino “Great Britain
— Low Values”. Both exhibits were of great
interst. The local stamps of Norway are seldom
shown and Mr. Versino’s setting-out of his
stamps was a revelation. Both exhibitors show-
ed true philatelic knowledge and reseﬁrcg.s

UNIVERSITY OF CAPE TOWN
PHILATELIC SOCIETY
June 12th. The late Dr. T. B. Davies’ collec-
tion of the 1938 and Queen Elizabeth Corona-
tion stamps was exhibited. These specialized
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sections of Unions (now in the custody of Mr.
M. Hotz, until such time as a suitable repository
is found in Cape Town) take their place with
those of the late Mr. Jurgens’ Capes. Few
people realize the great amount of research put
into these issues of the Unions of Dr. Davies.

August 29th. Annual General Meeting: the
following office bearers were elected :— Chair-
man, Mr, P. D. Freedman; Hon. Secretary, Mr.
J. Simmons; Hon. Treasurer, Mr. R. Lederer;
Hon. Librarian, Mr. J. Brown.

October 1st. Mr .G. Lincow exhibited “Swit-
zerland”, “Falkland Islands Dependencies” and
“The unofficial Essay for Tristan da Cunha’.
The writing up of the Falklands was a real

treat.
M.F.S.

THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF
JOHANNESBURG

There were more than 40 members and guests
at the meeting of September 10, when we were
happy to welcome back Mr, Isaacs, from a pro-
longed leave and again enjoyed his spicy news
of the month, including a page from a magazine
of 2057, full of advertisements of genuinely
flown and therefore very expensive covers of
the inter-planetary service. Mr. Oppenheim, of
course, also helped, as usual, not only as a brisk
auctioneer but also with the generous display
of colourful and not always necessary new
issues from all over Europe.

Two fine displays followed, first that of Mr.
H. Schwartz, “St. Helena”, with some beautiful
and carefully selected old issues and a sprinkling
of moderns; and then Mr. B. Seelig’s “France”.

On the following Monday, 16th September,
our annual visit to the Pretoria Society took
place, and a strong contingent, led by the
President, Mr. Seligmann, presented four collec-
tions, Dr. Harvey Pirie’'s “S.A. Paquebot
marks”, Commander Enoch’s “Prince Edward
Island”, Mr. Glassman’s “Mozambique War
Stamps” and Mr. Boss’s inexhaustible “French
Colonies, Indo-China” this time.

On September 23, the Germiston Society paid
us their annual visit to which we had looked for
with justified anticipation. Not only were we
regaled with four varied exhibits, but the
visitors turned up in such strength that mem-
bers and guests equalled in numbers, and only
the Chairman’s casting vote gave the members
a majority of one. Mr. B. Eilers started with
a representative display of “Norway”, Mr. I. S.
Burniston followed with modern “Canada”, Mr.
L. P. Picton with about half of his astounding
collection of “G.B. Line-Engraved”; and every
Rand Society’s stalwart, Mr. S. J. Hagger con-
cluded with some more treasures from his
“Unions”.

EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY

Once again members complained of the
weather on the night of our September meeting,
and it seems as though it is just as difficult to
order good weather for our meetings as it is to
find well centred copies of the 1938 Union
Voortrekker Issue,

A discussion took place on the monthly Com-
petitive Displays. It was decided that the Execu-
tive should investigate the possibility of chang-
ing the form of the Competition.

A display of Thematic Stamps by members
brought a pleasant evening to a close. .S
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Congress Notes

Union Collectors are wunanimous in their
opinion and loud in their acclamation that the
recent Congress and Exhibition staged under the
auspices of the Paarl Philatelic Society at their
beautiful town situated in the Berg River
Valley, were most successful and memorable
events. Full accounts of these appear elsewhere,
and it is our purpose to record under these
Notes only items of a Union flavour.

The “sputnik” of the astral heights of Con-

ress was the election of a Union Collector,

r. W. N. Sheffield, to the position of Presi-
dent of the Philatelic Federation of Southern
Africa for the year 1058,

Union collectors also filled some of the lesser
satellitic positions by the election of Messrs.
Sam Legator, G. N. Gilbert, and Leo Hellman
as Vice-presidents of the Transvaal, O.F.S. and
the Cape respectively.

A Congress award for literary contributions
for the preceding year was made, among others,
to Union Collector G. N. Gilbert, while the name
of S. J. Hagger, a Union stalwart, was added to
the Roll of Honour of Distinguished Philatelists
— a well deserved honour.

Union collectors supported the Exhibition in
a loyal manner. Their exhibits were all of a high
standard, and a brief description of some of the
non-thematic entries appears hereunder:

Mr. J. P. Roux showed a comprehensive and
specialised collection in three albums of the
stamps of the Union’s Third Definite Issue —
the Animal Series. The exhibit was attractively
arranged and represented the complete series
with varieties and shades, pre- and post-cylinder
number-issues, and positional blocks of all
values.

Not content with this very fine effort, the
same exhibitor submitted two albums of the
“Official” stamps of the Union of South Africa,
extending from the early issues to the recent
and last stereotype overprints. Although not
complete, the exhibit showed a specialised study
of the process-block overprint of the 4d., 1d. and
6d. values, the two ‘“broken C” varieties and
their retouches.
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These exhibits gained a Bronze and a Partici-
pation award respectively.

‘Mr. H. R. Savage submitted an extensive ex-
hibit of the Pictorial Definitives of the Union
of South Afrlca,'ranging over the years 1926 to
1954 — attractively arranged and probably
unique in that the exhibit consisted almost en-
tirely of used blocks of four stamps.

The Definitive Issues commencing with the
London and Pretoria Typos and including the
Unhyphenated and Hyphenated Rotos, along
with their respective Booklet and Roll stamps,
and the “official” overprints, illustrate the
manner in which the designs were amended and
redrawn many times during the 28 years they
were on sale, but nevertheless always retaining
their original characteristics.

Bronze Award.

Mr. E Walker sent along two albums of
Union “Official” stamps, comprising 152 pages
of attractive material ranging from the first
issue of the overprinted 2d. King’s Head stamp,
supported by an Expert Committee’s Certificate,
and extending to the concluding stereotype
overprints when the “Official” issue was with-
drawn in 1955. A study of the “Broken C” and
its retouches were well represented.

Certificate of Merit award.

A rather unusual exhibit in the form of an
unbroken sheet of the 1d. Plate VIIT issue,
overprinted “Official” was submitted by Mr, J.
P. Dreyer to illustrate the shifted overprint ex-
tending throughout the complete length of the
sheet. The flaws on the basic stamp were set
out in detail, a useful record for plating pur-
poses, while the exhibit was supported by a
short descriptive paper.

Certificate of Participation Award. -

Mr. R. N. Castignani’s collection of Photo
Proofs and Press photographs, supported by
their respective definitive issues, extended over
a large section of the stamps of the Union, and
made a striking and neatly arranged exhibit.

Certificate of Participation Award.

_Mr. Geo. Feros submitted a complete collec-
tion of the Darmstadt Trials and Proofs of the
Head Pla.te, Frame Plate, and the complete
stamp, while the Dummy Cigarette Duty Bonds
were represented on the different papers and
in various colours.
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Certificate of Merit Award.

Mr. J. Keet's picturesque array of Union
Xmas Seals was most striking, and in their
attractive arrangement, made an enticing appeal
to even the most casual observer to participate
in their purchase and so assist in the good cause
for which they were designed. The collection
covered the complete series from 1932 up to
date with many of the varieties.

Certificate of Participation Award.

Dr. T. B. Berry’s Union exhibit of some 170
pages, depicting a detailed study of the London
and Pretoria printings during the years 1926—
19209, and including the relative Essays, Proofs,
Specimens, and the Coils and Booklets,
“Official” and Postage Due Stamps, and the
Postal Stationery of the period, made a most
striking display.

Gold Award.

A specialized collection of the Third Definitive
Issue, the Animal Series, of the Union was pre-
sented in a very able manner by Mr. J. H.
Bruwer, and afforded a detailed study of the
issue with all the cylinder flaws of the different
printings so plated as to identify the various
later printings.

Bronze Award.

Under the title of Interprovincial Stamps of
the Union of South Africa, Mr. Geo. Feros
submitted an extensive collection of these items
under four main headings:— Those stamps can-
celled up to the 1st September 1013, the Inter-
provincial stamps up to the 31st September 1937,
the Interprovincial stamps posted at sea on
German Boats, and Union stamps used in Swazi-
land. A very fine effort.

Bronze Award.

Mr. C. R. Reynolds’ collection was a pleasing
exhibit. It represented a cross-section of the
stamps of the Union from 1910 to the current
animal issue, and although not rich in the
Unions varieties, it contained many Die and
Plate Proofs, Errors and Varieties, all desirable
and interesting items.

Bronze Award.

Mr. W. Yelland exhibited a comprehensive
collection of the Coils and Booklet Stamps of
the Union, extending from the Kiug’s Head
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Issue to up to date. The Coils were shown with
joins, plate flaws, varieties and in their recon-
structed sheet-form, while the Booklets were
arranged in their panes, their rare covers, and
the re-constructed sheets exhibited the flaws of
the multipositive common to also the definitive
issues. A fine exhibit.

Bronze Award.

Mr. G. J. de Swardt’s exhibit of the Voor-
trekker issues caught the eye of ever so many
visitors to the Exhibition — collectors and non-
collectors alike. It represented the series in
many miniature sheets, blocks and varieties
accompanied by an appropriate individual de-
scription.

Certificate of Participation Award.

The Court of Honour included an Invitation
Exhibit by Mr. A. E. Wilkinson, the well known
Union Collector of Ireland. His exhibit which
was awarded a first prize at a recent Dublin
Exhibition, showed, in reconstructed sheet form
of used stamps, the flaws of the 2d. issue, and
also a detailed study of the “Eleventh-row or
Repetition flaw” which occupies three different
sheet positions and also three different positions
on the stamp — occuring six times in all on the
sheet. A magnificent piece of research which at-
tracted attention, particularly among the more
advanced Union Collectors.

Cylinder Numbers

Among the Society Motions presented to Con-
gress for consideration, was one submitted by
the Paarl Philatelic Society “that cylinder
numbers be re-introduced.”

After a certain amount of discussion had
taken place, the G.P.O. Publicity Officer in-
formed Congress that due to previous repre-
sentation, the Postmaster General had agreed to
the re-introduction of cylinder numbers on th
printings of Union stamps. :

The information was received with acclama~
tion, and Union Collectors may now look for-
ward to adding cylinder number blocks to their
collections in due course.

Interrupted Printing

During an interlude in the business of Con-
gress, Mr. Leo Hellman, of East London, enter-
tained certain members by exhibiting a most
interesting Union item, illustrated hereunder:
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with a special date-stamp engraved “Table
Mountain — Cape Town.” This date-stamp is
worn and replacement has become necessary.

On the 2nd January, 1058, the new date-
stamp, engraved “Tafelberg Kaapstad — Table
Mountain Cape Town,” will be brought into use,
and through the courtesy of the Publicity
Officer, G.P.O., we illustrate a photo-copy of the
new date-stamp.

SOUTHERN AFRICAN POSTMARKS

Mr. J. B. Levy, of Bloemfontein, writes:

Some twenty years ago I started collecting
postmarks of the different Post Offices in
Southern Africa. Circumstances prevented me
from keeping up the interest in this particular
field, until recently. )

I have been fascinated by the changes which
have taken place since I first started collect-
ing. In the past few years numbers of new
Post Offices have been opened, and many have
closed down.

The spelling of many places has been changed
from English to Afrikaans, but I have not
noticed any which has been changed from
Afrikaans to English! To give a few instances:
Bushmangkop has become Boesmanskop, Salt-
pan has become Soutpan, White River has be-
come Wit Rivier. Orange Mouth is now Oranje-
mund. There are many more too numerous to
mention, .

In some instances the postmark consists .of
both the Afrikaans and English version, ie.
Cape Town — Kaapstad. East London — Oos
Londen, etc. )

Some of the names given to Post Offices are
most amusing, when translated from Afrikaans
to English. I am wondering who is responsible
for naming the offices, and what prompted him
(or them) to use these names. Here are a few.
Bobbejaanstert (Monkey tail). Pisanghoek
(Banana Corner). Wag-'n-bietjie (Wait a bit),
and many others.

There are so many facets to Postmark cql-
lecting. Some cities and towns have many dif-
ferent types of Postmark which are used every
day. At Conferences, Exhibitions, Shows, etc.,
special postmarks are used, and some of these
have become very scarce, as they were only
in use for a day or two. )

This side of the hobby has intrigued me a
great deal, and T am surprised that more col-
lectors have not taken to it. .

The postmarks of some of the smaller offices
are very difficult to obtain, and I get quite a
thrill when I find one new to my collection. Up
to the present, I have over 2,500 different post-
marks, which do not include S.W.A. or Rhodesia,
of which there are also a large number.

I trust that these few observations may prove
of interest to collectors, and be the means of
inducing others to take up the collecting of
postmarks.

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022

THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST 175

The item consisted of a complete sheet of the
1d. Cape Centenary stamps, purchased at an
East London Post Office, in which five stamps
in the bottom left corner of the sheet show the
effect of interrupted printing due to the inclu-
sion of a foreign body — probably a strip of
paper.

Mr. Hellman is to be congratulated on his
good fortune in possessing such a desirable item.

The 2id. Commemorative Stamp

Referring to the request appearing in our
October Notes for information concerning the
date of issue of the 23d. Commemorative stamp,
Mr. J. H. H. Chamberlain, of Durban, drawing
upon his evergreen memory of interesting postal
events, writes that he can recall, while on duty
at the Malvern (Natal) office which was at that
time conducted by the Railways, that the Post-
master (Durban) sent his office a supply of
these stamps together with a printed card an-
nouncing this issue as from the 4th November
1010: this card bore an overprinted “SPECI-
MEN” on the stamp itself, and although he be-
spoke the item for himself, it was unfortunately
stolen from its place opposite the counter about
a week afterwards.

Mr, Chamberlain affirms that the issue was
made on the 4th November 1910, and first day
covers, received or transmitted, were post-
marked with that date stamp.

Swaziland Q.E. II Stamps.

We have been requested to enquire if there
has been a change of colour of the Swaziland
Q.E. II stamps, and if so, what values?

If any reader is able to supply this informa-
tion, it will be gratefully received and trans-
mitted through these Nofes.

Toned Paper

Several contributors have drawn our attention
to the prevalence of “toned paper” in recent
Union issues, and have enquired whether a
printing on this paper should be collected as a
variety.

We are of the opinion that due to the present
extensive printings on toned paper, it would
appear that the normal supply of paper to the
Government Printing Works is at the moment
“toned” and in consequence this paper should
be regarded as the type in general use and not
a variety. Conversely, should a printing appear
on “white paper”, this emission may be claimed
to be unusual and thus a variety in the same
manner as toned paper qualified as a variety
when the normal supply was “white”.

An interesting consideration is that the tex-
ture and “toning” of the paper may affect the
colour of the stamps. The recent printing (the
third) of the 2/6 value with five-figure black
sheet numbers, was made on their pure white
paper, and is of a different shade to the pre-
vious printing on toned paper. In our Novem-
ber Notes, we also drew attention to the change
of shade of the recent printing of the 2zd.
value which was printed on toned paper of
thick texture.

These conditions open up a wide field of
many aspects and varieties — too vast for
cataloguing purposes but brimful of interest.
Table Mountain Date Stamp

All mail posted in the special box at the
upper_cable station on Table Mountain (Cape
Town), has for many years been postmarked
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P.O. Box 29,
Franschhoek,
Capeé h'S
26th >ep. 1957.
The Editor, >
S.A. Philatelist.
Dear Sir,

On the 18th Feb. 1938 a 13d. air mail service
was introduced from the Union to India.

I have a first day cover dated Cape Town
18th Feb. 1938 and back stamped Allahabad 1st
March 1938, Ten days in all for travel. Surface
mail B.I.S.S. Company which touched at Afri-
can ports as far as Mombassa. Alternate ships
called at the Seychelles and either Mamagoa or
Purabunda in India. The average voyage was
18-19 days. Can any of your readers give me the
history of this service and why and when it was
discontinued.

The Allahabad back stamp is circular and

reads:(—
ALLAHABAD
DELY
I MARCH 38
8-A.M,
WINDOW.

Reference #d. hypenated 44j. I have two strips
rows 15-20 stamp I2 and the following flaws
appear constant.

Smear over interior cylinder 31.

Smear in right margin opposite stamp 17/12.

Small dot in top left corner guttering between
stamps 19 and 20/12.

Yours faithfully,
D. M. RAWBONE.

FOR SALE
U. 023. Id. Official Varieties

Pair showing stop after offisigel ..

Block showing stop after offisigel ... ... ... 15/0d.
Block showing short ‘L' and stop on Afrikaans 20/0d.
ALL MINT
C. E. SHERWOOD,
"THE UNION SPECIALIST,"
105 Marford Crescent, Sale, Cheshire, G.B.

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE
TRIANGULARS.

RECTANGULARS. POSTMARKS.

Extensive selections of the above are always
available, as well as interesting covers and Postal
History material,

References from new customers, please.

F. W. COLLINS,

STOBOROUGH CROFT, WINCHESTER,
ENGLAND.
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REVIEWS

Airgraphs by N. C. Baldwin, Concise Facts

(with Check Lists) about a Unique Wartime

Experiment, Published by Francis J. Field Ltd.
Sutton Coldfield, England, Price 2/-.

This little pamphlet describes briefly how
Airgraphs came to be introduced during the
Second World War. It also describes the method
of processing of airgraphs and there is a useful
check list giving the dates of first despatches
from different parts of the World to Great
Britain. There is also a short description of the
U.S.A. “V Mail” which was a similar system to
airgraphs.

The writer points out that the airgraph
scheme was born of necessity during a critical
stage of the war. Italy’s entry into the war on
June 10th 1040 closed the Mediterranean and
interrupted both the African and Australian air
mail services by preventing the operation of
the London — Cairo section.

The British Post Office had, as early as 1032,
considered a scheme whereby letters written on
a special form could be photographed in minia-
ture on to a film, flown to their destination and
then reproduced on bromide paper at the re-
ceiving end. This scheme had, however, been re-
jected but during the war emergency was re-
vived and put into use.

The airgraph system required the public to
write their letters on special airgraph forms
which were available at Post Offices. The post-
age stamp was placed at the back and the
forms handed in at the post office. They were
then photographed in miniature on film and
the films were sent to the destination. At the
destination the films were reproduced in read-
able size and the photographs were delivered to
the addresses in special envelopes.

The original forms were kept for some time
in case the films were lost,

The first airgraphs were dispatched to Great
Britain from members of the forces in the
Middle East on 21st April 1041.

The airgraph system obviously meant a great
saving of space and in the opinion of the writer
of this review it is a great pity that the system
was abolished on July 31st 1045.

The Pamphlet is a useful guide to the air-
graph collector. There are numerous illustra-
tions of the Special Christmas Greeting Air-
graphs. There are suggestions on how to classify
a collection of airgraphs and the unused original
forms. As the writer points out, however, few
unused original forms have been preserved so
that these are comparatively rare.

The author does not mention that on some
occasions airgraph forms, instead of being pro-
cessed, were delivered intact. These unpro-
cessed airgraph forms must be very rare but
through the kindness of Mr. J. E. Frankland,
one of the members of the Editorial Board of
the South African Philatelist, the writer of this
review has one in his collection, a Christmas
Greetings form of 1043 sent from England to
Mr, Frankland when he was a member of the
Forces.
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The author of this pamphlet has written a
very useful history of the airgraph system and
is to be congratulated on turning out an attrac-
tive booklet which should encourage aerophila-
telists to turn their attention to this branch of
the hobby, if they have not already been in-

terested in it. 11

Philatelic Societies’ Year Book 1957/8. ‘Price
1/6 from the British Philatelic Association, 3
Berners Street, London W.1.

This annual publication brings into a con-
venient size of booklet a veritable mass of in-
formation about Societies and their officials,
addresses, and programmes. It also lists many
study circles and specialist societies, British Ex-
change circuits, Federations and Member
Dealers.

United Nations Postage Stamps. Price 85 cents,
from United Nations (Official Publication), or
6/- from United Nations Postal Administra-
tion Branch Office, 14/15 Stratford Place,
London W.1.

The immense popularity of United Nations
stamps, particularly in the United States, is well
known, and can only be increased by the ap-
pearance of such an informative book as this
official publication. Besides including a detailed
catalogue of United Nations stamps and postal
stationery, the book covers the history of the
United Nations postal administration and the
fullest particulars of the designing and printing
of the various issues. It is very attractively pro-
duced and copiously illustrated.

The tipster slips!

One of our American contemporaries, which
shall be nameless in its shame, must recently
have had a very red-faced staff. The publication
is one of those which provide readers with a
“tipster service” and in a recent issue the author
of this material came out with a typical recom-
mendation to buy the Great Britain Scouts
stamps. Not content with this, he extends his
exhortation to the overprinted issues of overseas
agencies, and asks his readers to be careful not
to overlook the overprints for Tangier! We had
thought that the closure of the British Post
Office in Tangier had been, if anything, over-
publicized by the special Centenary overprint,
with its notorious hyphen variety: perhaps, how-
ever, this tipster disdains to read the philatelic
press?

1960

Hard on the heels of the initial publicity for
our own UNIPEX comes the announcement of
another 1960 International Exhibition in London.
The provisional dates are 9-16 July, which is
conveniently later than UNIPEX. We are
authorized to announce that the sponsors of
UNIPEX will make special arrangements to
transfer any exhibit intended for both Exhibi-
tions from Johannesburg to London safely in
time for the second showing. The London Ex-
hibition will be sponsored by the “Royal” and
the B.P.A. jointly.

Germany

We are indebted to our German correspon-
dent, Mr. Joachim Dill for two covers of which
the first was sent on the inaugural KLM flight
from Amsterdam to Houston, Texas, on 3 Sep-

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022

THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST 177

tember. The second carries the new Preserva-
tion of Wild Life stamps, a lily on the 10 pig
and a perky robin on the 20 pfg, both very well
designed stamps.

TABIL

In our last issue we included a note of the
awards to South African exhibitors at Tabil,
which was received just as we went to press.
We can now add our gratification that the
South African Philatelist and the Union Hand-
book/Catalogue were both the recipients of
Silver Awards. That this was no formal honour
is shewn by the fact that in the literature class
there were comparatively few awards, mostly of
lower status. .

S.A. PHILATELIST PRESS DAY

Will contributors and advertisers please note
that we go to press on the 15th of the month?
Material received after that date may be too
late for inclusion in the next issue,

ANTARCTICA

Belgium and Germany can now definitely be
added to the countries sending expeditions to
the Antarctic for the 1.G.Y.

Belgium is issuing a 5 and 230 Fr stamp
featuring five Huskies in front of an encamp-
ment, but the situation of this has not so far
been announced. The surcharge will help to
finance the de Gerlache expedition currently in
the Antarctic,

The German expedition planning to set out
next year, is termed a private one which in-
tends to set up a permanent station west of
Queen Maud Land i.e. somewhere in the neigh-
bourhood of the Norwegian and Japanese bases
(See sketch map on p. 101 of our July issue).
They will deal with philatelic mail, with special
cachets and cancellations to go towards funds
for the expedition.

The Airpost Journal has published a Check
List of Antarctic flights made since 1954, main-
ly of course in connection with the 1.G.Y. ex-
peditions.

The U.S.A. tops the list by a long way, with
3 flights from the 1934-55 Navy Expedition; 8
in connection with Operation Deepfreeze I,
1955-56; and 18 from Operation Deepfreeze II
1956-57. Other countries only total 6 altogether.

FREEDOM OF THE PRESS

Linn’s Weekly reports that the Philatelic
Literature Review has had a suit filed against
it for libel by Mr. Fritz Billig who took excep-
tion to remarks made in the Review about one
of his publications.

This raises the question “Must a Review al-
ways be favourable or may a reviewer say what
he thinks to be true?”

There is of course always the fear by a
publisher that if he publishes an unfavourable
review he may lose an advertiser. But if a re-
viewer cannot say what he really thinks about
a book, catalogue, or other publication, we con-
sider it is time to stop reviewing altogether.
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PEOPLE TO PEOPLE
Throughout the world there is a universal
desire for peace, and early last Fall a pro-
gramme was launched that can very well realize
this objective within our lifetime — and you can
play an important part in its development.

The programme, which was launched by
President Eisenhower at a White House Con-
ference, has tremendous possibilities, yet is
quite simple in operation. Briefly, the aim of the
program, as stated by Frederic W. Ecker, Pre-
sident of the Metropolitan Life Insurance Co.
and Chairman of the Insurance Committee of
the People-to-People Program, is “to enlist the
friendship-making and opinion-moulding capa-
cities of individual Americans in all walks of
life in order that they and individuals in other
countries may become mutually better acquaint-
ed. The end in view is to make friends and thus
build — to insure if you will — the road to
enduring peace. Wars are not fought between
friends.”

As a result of the Conference, 42 leaders in
industry and cultural actiyities were agpointed
to head committees in their respective fields.

Through these committees two-way relations
will be established between individual Americans
and citizens of other countries, so that friend-
ship and understanding will flow in both direc-
tions. We wish to emphasize the fact that these
contacts are all between individuals who have
full control of the activities and without any
government influence or sponsorship.

The Hobbies Group, headed by H. L. Lind-
quist, has set up over 60 individual committees,
which are divided into four general classifica-
tions:

1. Acquiring Things.
2. Doing Things.

3. Making Things.
4. Learning Things.

Stamp Collecting will, of course, play a very
important part in the Programme, and if col-
lectors will enter into the project enthusias-
tically, they can take a leading part in the won-
ilfrful crusade to advance the Brotherhood of

an

The very act of collecting stamps creates an
interest in and knowledge of other countries
and the people who inhabit them. Fortunately,
also, stamp collectors are well organized with
local stamp clubs, national societies and inter-
national exhlbltlons, so that they can easily
enter into friendly correspondence and ex-
change.

The National Federation of Stamp Clubs,
with a membership of over 200,000 individuals,
endorsed the project and scores of clubs have
contacted counterpart groups in other countries.
We invite the readers of this publication to
send their names and addresses to the Chair-
man of the Stamp Collecting Committee,
Bernard Davis, of the National Philatelic
Museum, Broad and Diamond Streets, Phila-
delphia 22, Pennsylvania, who will send addi-
tional information and, if desired, place them
in touch with individual collectors in the United
States, which may lead to interesting contacts
and hfelong friendships.
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XIXth CONGRESS
PHILATELIC FEDERATION OF
SOUTHERN AFRICA
PAARL, 23-25 OCT., 1957.

The following Notes do not purport to be a
verbatim report of the Congress doings (Dele-
gates and Societies will receive Official Minutes
in due course) merely a short, reasonably
accurate, and it is hoped also reasonably in-
teresting, account of the meeting, by one who
was there.

The Paarl Congress and its concomitant Na-
tional Exhibition are now things of the past but,
let it be said at once, that this first occurrence
away from one of the larger centres has been
in every way an outstanding success. Mr. J. D.
Rossouw and the Paarl Philatelic Society are
to be most heartily congratulated on their grand
organization.

In the opening ceremony by the Mayor, Mr.
Galloway, he of course stressed the fact that
Congress was being held contemporaneously
with the celebration of the 30oth anniversary
of the discovery and settlement of Paarl, the
“pearl” of the Berg Valley.

A list of awards was read of South African
winners at the Tabil International Exhibition
in Israel — quite an impressive one, Regret
was expressed that a number of the exhibits
shown at Tel Aviv were due to have been shown
at Paarl but they did not arrive back in time.
When they were sent over it was with an
assurance that they would arrive back in ample
time, but something seems to have gone wrong
with the arrangements,

The Presidential address by Mr. Rossouw
dealt mainly with the philatelic events in
Southern Africa of the past twelve months. He
put forward a suggestion that, to cut down
administrative expenses, meetings of the Execu-
tive Committee might be held in a more central
place, possibly Bloemfontein. This will, no
doubt, be considered by the incoming Executive.

Papers read before Congress.

(1) “Controls of the adhesive postage stamps
of Siam”, by Comdr. C. E. D. Enoch. These
Controls form a practically unique group in as
much as they are not applied by the stamp
printers, and also because they are almost all
on the back of the stamps. The ordinary cata-
logues make little or no mention of them and
they are a terra incognita to most collectors.
Nevertheless it was clear to his listeners that
the Commander had done quite a bit of original
research on his subject, on which he was con-
gratulated.

(2) “Plating of the Shifted Overprint ‘Offi-
siéel — Official’ on the 1d. stamp, 1933 — Group
VIIT, Type 1I1”, by J. P. Dreyer. This short
paper was read at a later stage, as it had been
mislaid. Tt is a study of a complete sheet of
this overprint, showing that the descriptions on
np. 264-5 of the Union Handbook of Double
Overprints are not quite correct.

Expert Committee Report.

The work of this Committee, which has been
extended to cover the world, is slowly but
steadily increasing in amount, there were ten
meetings during the year. The Committee feels
particularly that more Cape material should be
submitted to them in view of its popularity, and
at the same time, of the amount of “dud”
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SHANAHAN’S
STAMP AUCTIONS
ARE DIFFERENT

The difference is in the many facilities we are offering
to our clients.

(1) We offer month after month the largest array of
stamps in the world. OQur Catalogues are so
arranged that they should suit everybody, large
lots and small lots, single Rarities and General or
Country Collections, Covers and Wholesale lots,
and in every Sale we try to bring specialised
Collections of one or several different countries.
Your specicality might come up in our next
Catalogue.

(2) Every lot, large or small, is offered on ‘“After Sale
Approval.” Any lot which does not come up to
your expectation can be returned under Para. II
of our Conditions of Sale. No reason need to be
given.

(3) Every illustrated stamp is being sold with a
Certificate by the world-famous expert, M. A.
Brun, of Paris.

(4) Hire Purchase and other Credit facilities are
readily available.

(5) The “Profit from Stamps — without Risk” Plan
enables you to share in the profits from stamp
trading on a guaranteed basis.

(6) The ‘“Double Barrel” Plan enables you to utilise
the money you have invested under the “Profit
from Stamps — Without Risk” Plan at the same
time for Stamp Purchases here and thereby get
your stamps much cheaper and under certain
circumstances even for nothing.

(7) The “Collection Picking Plan” enables you to buy
and obtain a large collection or dealer’s stock
with a small deposit only, take out what you want,
break up the remainder into smaller lots and send
them to us, for re-sale by Auction on your behalf,
thereby probably getting the stamps you really
need for much less or even for nothing, with per-
haps a profit thrown in.

Get on Our Catalogue Mailing List Free 39 Upper Great George’s Street,
Dun Laoghaire,- Dublin, Ireland.
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material which is around.
Publications Committee Report.

The Union Handbooks, Vols. 1 and 2, are
still selling, although mnot in large numbers
now. Every copy sold now, however, represents
sheer profit, as all publication expenses have
been paid off.

The Basutoland Booklet is now completely
sold out.

The Booklet on Swaziland and New Republic
is going slowly and the costs of printing have
not yet been completely covered,

The “South African Philatelist” looks like
having another year in the red as the bankers
would say. Generous donations from one or two
Societies have kept matters from being worse
than they are, but it is realised that this is no
way of carrying on. At the last meeting of the
Executive it was decided that as from the be-
ginning of 1958 a new process of printing would
be adopted whereby it was hoped to effect a
saving of £150 a year. The Philatelic Society of
Natal had put up a proposition to do the print-
ing in Durban, where it was considered to be
cheaper, but this was withdrawn when they
heard of this new process. They also said they
various ideas for increasing the circulation;
these had not been stated in detail, and we
would still be -glad to hear them.

Executive Committee Report.

This report and the Financial Statement were
presented and adopted without discussion. Two
new Member Societies have been admitted, the
Fish Hoek Philatelic Society and the Society of
Israel Philately (Johannesburg). One Society
(Ladysmith and Colenso), has ceased operations
throu(,cirh lack of support and its membership has
ceased.

Changes to the Constitution,

Several changes were made, mainly of minor
import, but one of considerable interest, This
was to the effect that Congress was definitely
recognised as the supreme authority of the
Federation although between Congresses the
management of affairs was in the hands of the
Executive Committee, While Congress is in ses-
sion however the powers given to the Executive

Bought and Sold
POSTAL HISTORY
and
AIR MAILS
(from pigeon post to jet mails)
COVERS — DOCUMENTS — LITERATURE

FRANCIS J| FIELD, LTD.,
SUTTON, COLDFIELD.
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could be exercised by Congress itself. It is
further laid down that Congress may make
recommendations to the incoming Executive; if
for any reason the Executive finds it inadvisable
to fulfil a recommendation to it, it is to be
understood that as soon as is practicable the
member societies shall be informed of the deci-
sion and the reasons for coming to that deci-
sion.

Control Numbers on Union stamp sheets.
There was a motion on the agenda that Control
Numbers should be reintroduuced, but it was
withdrawn on information being received from
Mr. v.d. Walt, the P.O. Publicity Officer, that
the matter had already been attended to.

Philatelic Museum, A motion that the Govern-
ment should be asked to establish a Central
Philatelic Museum to house philatelic relics and
information was unanimously agreed to.

Roll of Honour. The only nominee for elec-
tion to the Roll of Honour of Distinguished
South African Philatelists was Mr. S. J. Hagger
of Germiston. He has been a collector for 40
years, passing through all phases from school-
boy collecting to having a specialized and ex-
tensive knowledge of Union stamps. He was
unanimously elected.

Congress stood in silence for a few moments
in tribute to the memories of two deceased
members on the Roll, Emil Tamsen and Andrew
Watson.

Skinner Cup. This floating trophy, an award
given annually to the person considered to have
done the best work for philately during the
preceding twelve months, was awarded to Mr.
Ernest Hunt. The announcement was received
with acclamation and it came as a very fitting
climax to celebrations a few weeks previously
of Mr. Hunt’s 8oth birthday. Many happy re-
turns to him!

Congress Awards. These are given for papers
considered sufficiently worthy, which are either
read at Congress or have been published in the
“South African Philatelist” since the preceding
Congress. This year’s recipients were :—

(1) J. E. Frankland. “Mystery Edwardian
Portrait”. This was only a comparatively short
article, but it was in continuation of one
(“Edwardian Portraits of S, Nigeria”) published
in the preceding year, but which was not con-
sidered for an award in that year because it
was known that a sequel was to follow.

(2) G. N. Gilbert. Three articles on Union
stamps. (a) Numbers of Cylinders used for the
various printings of rotogravure stamps, (b)
Various printings of the 4d. Native Huts stamp,
(c) The first unhyphenated #d. rotogravure.

(3) J. H. Rathbone, “P.O.W. Camps in Ceylon
1000-1903.”

(4) C. E. D. Enoch. “The Controls of the Ad-
hesive postage stamps of Siam.”

Election of Office Bearers. The following
were elected for the ensuing season:—

President: W, N. Sheffield.

Vice-Presidents: Cape: L. Hellman; O.F.S.:



DECEMBER, 1957.

G. N. Gilbert; Natal: C. A, Whysall; Transvaal:
S. Legator; Rhodesia: J. Davenport.

Secretary / Treas. & Business
J. Michelson.

Future Congresses.

1058 Germiston, under the auspices of the local
Phil. Soc. Date probably about 10th
October.

1959 East London, probably about Easter time,
to correspond with the Jubilee of the local
Philatelic Society.

1060 Johannesburg at the time of the Inter-
national Phil. Exhibition — UNIPEX —
celebrating the Jubilee of Union, May 31st.

1061 A tentative application has been received
from Cape Town.

Social Events. These were heard described by
various delegates as First Class, Tip-Top, or Al.
In fact, the only criticism was that they were
so numerous and appealing that there was hard-
ly any time left to see the exhibition. Apart
from purely private ‘hospitality they included
a tea-party given by the Mayor of Paarl; a
visit to Mr., J. G. le Roux’s beautiful farm
“Vendome”, Huguenot, ending up with a luscious
buffet supper; Bus tour to Franschhoek and
Stellenbosch with tea at Groot Drakenstein and
a cocktail party given by the Mayor of Stellen-
bosch; a tour round Paarl Mountain and Wild
Flower garden; Visit to the K.W.V. Cellars,
holding what is claimed to be the largest stock
of wine in the world, Lastly a buffet supper at
the Bowls Club, with a fine view of the ‘Mardi
Gras’ procession of floats through the town.
And so to bed well-nigh . ?

Manager:

PAARL NATIONAL PHILATELIC
EXHIBITION, 1957.
AWARDS.

Gold:
A Cecil Fenn: Orange Free State.
W. Newlands: O.V.S. and O.R.C.
W. Newlands: Zululand.

Dr. T. Berry: The First Pictorial Stamps of
the Union of South Africa.

G. N. Gilbert: Postal History of Basutoland.
J. D. Rossouw: Posgeskiedenis van die Twee-
de Vryheidsoorlog.

Silver-plus.
G. H. Hunt (Mrs.): New Republic. (With
felicitations from the Jury).

Silver-plus (Thematic Section).

Dr. and Mrs. J. Chiat: Biology on Stamps
}ngh commended) (with felicitations from
ury

J. Keet: Scouting on stamps (Very highly
commended) — RECOMMENDED FOR A.T.A.

Silver.

J. G. le Roux: O V.S,

G. H. Hunt (Mrs.): Griqualand West,

W. Newlands: St. Helena.

G. Bulbring: South West Africa.

W. G. J. Combrink: George VI Nyasaland.

W. Newlands: The Railways of South Africa
and Stamps & Cancellations with “Railway”
Flavour.

N. C. Combrink: Ovaalstempels van die Kaap
van Goeie Hoop.

C. Combrink: Die Tweede Vryheidsoorlog

van 1808 tot 1902.
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I. H. C. Godfrey: (Airletter Sheets & Pre-
cursors of Southern Africa, Air Posts of the
Rhodesias and Nyasaland).

Silver (Thematic Section).

N. C. Combrink: Die Perd op Posséels.

J. Keet: Zoology on Stamps.

L. Simenhoff: Zoology.

L. Simenhoff: Botany.

Bronze.

Dr. J. Sheryl: Sports and Games on Stamps
(with felicitations from the Jury).

J. S. Burger: Suid-wes Afrika.

C. R. Reynolds: Union of South Africa.

J. le R. Enslin: Bechuanaland.

J. H. Bruwer: The Third Definitive Issue of
South Africa (Animal Series).

Geo. Feros: Interprovincial stamps of South
Africa, Cape, Natal, Transvaal and O.F.S.
stamps used in all provinces.

W. S. Yelland: Coils and Booklets.

J. G. le Roux: Die Britse Militére Poskan-
toorstempels en die Gebruik van Britse Pos-
séels in Transvaal.

Roux: The Third Definitive issue (animal
series) of the Union of South Africa.
R. Savage: The pictorial Definitives of the
Union of South Africa, 1926—10954.

G. H. Hunt (Mrs.): Pietersburg.

J. G. le Roux: Posgeskiedenis Kaap voor Séel-
tydperk.

J. H. Harvey Pirie: T.P.O. Marks of Union
and its predecessors: T.P.O’s of Southern
Africa.

J. H. Rathbone: Boer War postmarks, cen-
sorship, etc.

W. G. J. Combrink: The Nyasaland Field
Forces Post.

E. C. Wright: O.F.S. Postal Stationery.

E. C. Wright: Southern Africa Postal Sta-
tionery.

Bronze (Thematic Section).
P. Hack: Stamps of Medical & Nursing

Interest.
J. W. Hodgson: Philatelic Autographs.
I. W, Bruwer: Ons Land Suid-Afrika.
F. L. Archer: Masters and Masterpieces (Art).
L. Simenhoff: Literature & Philately.

H. J. C. de Wet: Milestones in S.A. History.

(Note: Reports on the Exhibition, supple-
mentary to what appears in “Union Notes” in
this issue, are expected for publication in our
January 1958 issue).

R. T. LILLEY,

The Dingle,
Sandford Orleigh,
NEWTON ABBOT,

Devon, England,

for rare, uncatalogued and unusual items
of the whole world.
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THE UNION ANIMAL 1d. COIL STAMPS
By G. N. GILBERT

In spite of the fact that it is known that the
same multipositive was used to produce the
cylinder for the first Animal 1d. coils as that
used to make both sheet-cylinders 12 and 97,
no signs of multipositive flaws could be found
in their correct vertical row positions.

The writer recently bought some complete
coils, and on checking the first twenty two
stamps taken from these coils with a sheet of
Cylinder 12, not a trace could be found of any
of the known sheet multipositives

One tiny flaw however struck a chord in the
writer’s memory, and he started to search the
sheet for this, and eventually found it on stamp
No. 1 in the fifth horizontal row in the sheet.

This flaw consists of a dot just above and
almost touching the top of R in Revenue.

The coil which contained this flaw was mark-
ed on the outside wrapper as being vertical row
12, and this multipositive was found on vertical
row 1 of the sheet.

This gave the writer a hint, and some of the
more prominent known sheet multipositives
were searched for in other coil rows.

As the work proceeded, the pattern became
clear. In every case it was found that the ver-
tical coil row number was the reverse of the
vertical sheet row, and it became obvious that
all the coils had been wrongly numbered, ver-
tical row 12 being sheet row 1, 11 being 2, IO
being 3, and so on, in other words — com-
pletely reversed. The question arises — why did
this happen?

Without actually seeing the process in opera-
tion it is difficult to state a reason.

The coil sheet is one continuous long web,
and the rows are split vertically coming off the
machine and are wound on to spindles gum
side up.

It would appear that the answer lies in the
manner in which the coils are removed from
these spindles, ie. if the first removed is the
one on the right, this would be actually row 12,
but probably would get marked No. 1.

It cannot be a question of the reversal of the
sheet, as this must leave the machine face up
as is the case of the ordinary sheets. However,
doubtless we shall receive more information on
this point in due course.

A further complication arose when the writer
had remounted his strips into the correct sheet
order, as it was found that the coils did not all
start with the same sheet row number.

Out of sixteen coils purchased over a long
period, ten of these started with extra row 22,
the second stamp in the strip being row 1 of
the sheet.

Three others started with extra rows 21, 22,
the third stamp being sheet row 1.

Two started with sheet row 1, and one with
sheet row 2.

From this it is apparent that there is no
guarantee that a coil will start with the same
row in every case, but the majority seem to
start with one or the other of the extra rows.

Those collectors of these coils who have
purchased their strips from the Philatelic
Agency will probably find that their strips start
anywhere.

This can be understood as collectors do not
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all take merely a strip of twenty two stamps
from an opened coil. Some take twenty four,
and others more, so a late comer wanting a
strip of twenty two, will get a strip starting
lower down in the sheet position.

_The only way to locate the actual sheet posi-

tion of any stamp in a coil is by flaws, and to
this end the writer has made lists of (a) the
multipositive flaws occurring in the coils and
in both cylinders 12 and 97 of the sheets, (b)
multipositive flaws found only in the coils and
Cylinder 97 sheets, and (c) the individual coil
cylinder flaws.

It became necessary to make two multipositive
lists, as during this study it was found that
quite a few of these flaws appeared in the coils
and in the Cylinder 97 sheets, but did not show
up in the Cylinder 12 sheets.

This is probably due to flaws acquired by the

- multipositive after making the Cylinder 12, and

before the cylinder was made for the coils and
later still, the cylinder for the 97 sheets.

According to dates given by the authorities,
Cylinder 12 must have been made before
October 1954, the date given for the first issue
of the sheets, while the coil cylinder was later,
the date given for the issue of the coil stamps
being December 1954.

The writer must warn readers that many of
the multipositive flaws are extremely difficult
to pick up in the coils, owing mainly perhaps
to the coarse screening, and also to a slight
overexposure when making the coil cylinder.

It is suggested that those collectors who wish
to get their strips to correspond with the
correct sheet position, should first reverse the
order in which they have mounted them, and
then try to pick up some of the more prominent
flaws from the appended lists.

Once these are located, it is easy to work
out the correct sheet position and also the two
added rows.

It may be said — why all this palaver? After
all we collectors have bought our twelve ver-
tical strips from the Post Office, as marked by
the Printing Works, and so have the complete
coil layout.

They may argue that, as the old saying is,
“a rose by any other name would smell as
sweet”, whether it be rows 12 or 1, but then
according to non-collectors most stamp collec-
tors are daft, and this sort of thing happens to
be the writer’s particular form of madness.

Surely it is just this “tracking down” of things
and trying to formulate a reason therefore that
gives the “spice” to specialized collecting — not
the added fun perhaps of proving the Post
Office wrong occasionally!

The writer concludes by wishing other coil
collectors “good hunting” and trusts that it will
not take them so long to “put their house in
order” as it has taken him to ferret all this out.
The Multipositive flaws of the 1d. Animal Coil

stamps and Sheet Cylinders 12 and 97.

Note. The first numbers on the left in these
lists represent the actual vertical sheet rows,
while those in brackets give the numbers placed
on the coil wrappers by the Pinting Works.
Row 1. (12).

Sheet horizontal row § No. 1 Dot slightly
above and to right of the top of R in Revenue.
Row 2. (11).

Sheet horizontal row 5 No. 2. Faint signs of
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We Want to Buy
CLASSICAL STAMPS AND COVERS

IN FINE CONDITION

of any of the undermentioned countries.

BRITISH EMPIRE

Great Britain Ceylon New Brunswick
Barbados Falkland Is. New Zealand
Bermuda Nevis St. Vincent
Br. Columbia Newfoundland Tonga
Canada Nova Scotia Trinidad
Cape of Good Hope Tasmania
OTHER COUNTRIES
Brazil France Norway
Costa Rica Finland Peru
China German States Sweden
Denmark ltalian States Switzerland
Dominicana Holland x U.S.A.

Your offers will be appreciated, and will receive prompt and courteous attention.

HIGHEST PRICES PAID

J. E. LEA

446 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2
Telephone . . COVent Garden 1944

NEWFOUNDLAND Most of us collect Good Stamps

WE COLLECT GOOD
ReRLAL OEFIR, 0% s S 1 prpues
Gariboy, setof 13 (Cat. £7.4) ..~ 70/- CAMERAS AND CINES
146 and 147, set of t
1923/24 S Y0165 tet o 31 %Car 556.9)

1928 .. Publicity set of 16 incl. 167a (Cat. £6.2) 56/~ .
1931 7 Wnkd, vet of 11 (Cat £8.2) (Scarce) .. 90/ and carry the most comprehensive Range

1932 .. (J?,élutary /1)st) set of 12, S.G.209-230 50/ in the Uni
a - in ion.
1983 .. (August), set of "5, "G5 508, el e Ynio
5c., Dies I and I 14/~
g - gl b oS heanm e day
um I'e; i er Se (@) a -
1987 cgrogauo}x’, long set o . 1 Ask for our Free Illustrated Catalogue.

four, SG268-2
1941/44 Set of 14, SG276-289 (thls w111 be a
good set) o - 17/6

Post free for cash with order.
Single stamps from any of these sets quoted for
with pleasure.

We have a comprehensive stock of this Colony and
shall be glad to have your Want List of all issues
from 1857 to 1947, either Mint or Used.

GEO. C. GINN & CO. OF DURBAN

(Stamp Dealers for 75 years)

115 MOORGATE — .~ — LONDON,EC2  P.O. Box 676 68 West Street
ENGLAND.
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the tiny dots in top left margin and tiny extra
dot below hyphen Posgeld-Postage.

Row 2, (11).
Sheet horizontal row 18 No. 2. Dark spot be-
tween 1d. and Revenue,

Row 3. (10).

Sheet horizontal row 13 No. 3. Dot to the left
of the first A in Afrika, near first leg of the
A (very faint in coils).

Row 4. (9).

Sheet horizontal row 3 No. 4. Faint signs of
the slanting scratch through horn on left, near
tip.

Row 5. (8).

Sheet horizontal row 11 No. 5. Tiny dot

under the horn on left near the bushy hairs.

Row 6. (7).

Sheet horizontal row 8 No. 6. Dot over a in
Postage, midway between the neck and chin of
the Wildebeest.

Row 6. (7). .
Sheet horizontal row 14 No. 6. Tiny dot just
left of the top of 1d.

Row 7. (6).

Sheet horizontal row 4 No. 7. Dot almost mid-
way between 1d. and nu in Revenue,
Row 7. (6).

Sheet horizontal row 13 No. 7. Dot over a in
Postage.

Row 7. (6). )

Sheet horizontal row 16 No. 7. Darkish patch
just left of the 1d. (faint in coils).
Row 7. (6).

Sheet horizontal row 18 No. 7. Dot by horn
on left.
Row 8. (5).

Sheet horizontal row 11 No. 8. Tiny dot level
with Inkomste near bristles on face.
Row 8. (5).

Sheet horizontal row 14 No. 8. Dot under i
in Suid. (faint in coils).
Row 9. (14).

Sheet horizontal row 9 No. 9. Faint dot over
in in Inkomste
Row 9. (14).

Sheet horizontal row 14 No. 9. Two tiny dots,
one just right of the d in 1d., and the other
above P in Posgeld.

Row 10. (3).

Sheet horizontal row 18 No. 10. Tiny dot
above horn on left level with d in Suid ver-
tically (in Cyl. 12 sheets there are two dots one
plainer to the left of this M.P. spot).

Row 10. (3).

Sheet horizontal row 20 No. 10. Mark under
first A in Afrika near tip of horn.
Row 11. (2).

Sheet horizontal row 7 No. 11. Minute dot
under U in Suid.

Row 11. (2). .

Sheet horizontal row 16 No. 11. Signs of a dot
under i in Suid (faint in coils).

Row 11. (2).

Sheet horizontal row 17 No. 11. Mark over
last a in Afrika.
Row 11. (2).

Sheet horizontal row 18 No. 11. Dot under S
in Suid.
Row 12. (1).

Sheet horizontal row 20 No. 12, Minute dot
un.tile)r the s in Gosgeld (wants strong glass for
coils).
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Multipositive flaws that occur only in the 1d.
Animal Coils and in Cylinder 97 sheets.

No. 1. (12).

Sheet horizontal row 10 No. 1 Spot left of
left horn near left margin.

Sheet horizontal row 15 No. 1. Faint spot
right of right leg of u in Suid.

No. 2. (11).

Sheet horizontal row 5 No. 2. Minute dot
right of 1 of 1d.

Sheet horizontal row 13 No. 2. Dot at bottom
of last e in Revenue rather like a tail to the e.

No. 3. (10).

Sheet horizontal row 3 No. 3. Dot in top
margin over last a in Afrika, and dot under en
of Revenue.

Sheet horizontal row 5 No. 3. Stop after last
e in Revenue.

Sheet horizontal row 10 No. 3. Dot under os
in Posgeld.

Sheet horizontal row 12 No. 3. Faint dot to
the right of the first A in Afrika.

Sheet horizontal row 14 No. 3. Dot close to
the tip of horn on left.

No. 4. (9).
Sheet horizontal row 13 No. 4. Tiny dot near
neck over ag of Postage.

No. 5. (8).

Sheet horizontal row 4 No. 5. Tiny dot almost
level with top of head to the left of the top
of horn on right.

No. 6. (7).

Sheet horizontal row 1 No. 6. Dot over In of
Inkomste.

Sheet horizontal row 5 No, 6. Dot on top edge
of the white strip on neck.

Sheet horizontal row 9 No. 6. Dark spot on
top of mane under ka in Afrika.

Sheet horizontal row 13 No. 6. Tiny dot near
bristles opposite Inkomste-Revenue.

No. 7. (6).

Sheet horizontal row 2 No. 7. Heavy dot on
mane near right margin.

Sheet horizontal row 7 No. 7. Tiny dot on top
margin just left of and above i in Suid. (See
note below).

Sheet horizontal row 19 No. 7. Tiny dot under
1 in Posgeld.

No. 8. (5).
Sheet horizontal row 12 No. 8. Tiny dot over
d in Posgeld.

No. 9. (4).

Sheet horizontal row 5 No. 9. Faint dot to
the right of an slightly above the d in Suid.
No. 10. (3).

Sheet horizontal row 14 No .10. Dot between
om in Inkomste and the horn on left.

Sheet horizontal row 16 No. 10. Tiny dot
under ue of Revenue.

No. 11. (2).

Sheet horizontal row 14 No. 11. Tiny dot be-
tween Su in Suid, near bottom of u.

No. 12. (1).

Sheet horizontal row 20 No. 12. Dot between

neck and jaw, over ag in Postage.
_Note. Coil No. 7. (6). The flaw shown as a
tiny dot on top margin in row 7 No. 7 wants
amplifying, as in the coil there is a distinct
dot in the gutter margin which is not the multi-
positive dot mentioned. This will be found just
below on the margin, and is fainter in coils.



DECEMBER, 1957.

Individual Cylinder flaws of the 1d. Animal Coil

stamps.

The numbers shown below under each of the
vertical Coil strips correspond with the hori-
zontal sheet row positions, with the exception
of the two added rows.

Coil No. 1 (12).

No. 22. Dot under Re of Revenue.

No. 2. Tiny dots above and below the horn
on left, and dot under beard above sof Postage.

No. 3. Dot under id of Suid midway between
horn and head.

No. 4. Dots everywhere — under i of Suid, A
of Afrika, above and near edge of horn on left,
below the same horn, and above P in Postage
etc.

No. 5. Dot about midway in the curve formed
by the horn on left and dot near head under fr
in Afrika, .

No. 6. Heavy dot in margin left of S in South.

No. 7. Dot just right of i in Suid, and tiny
dots under mouth above eld of Posgeld.

No. 12. Two dots, on and above the horn on
left, and a slightly larger dot under the same
h?rn, Tiny dot left of the stop under the d
of 1d.

No. 13. Dot on the bare patch on nose.

No. 14. Dot to the right of e in Inkomste.

No. 17. Dot in right margin level with Postage.

No. 19. Dot in neck over and to the right
of the last a in Africa.

No. 21. Dot over the k in Afrika in gutter. Dot
near top of horn on right, and not to the left
of the horn on left.

Coil No. 2. (11).

No. 22. Dot close to tip of the horn on, left.
Dot midway between 1d. and Revenue.

No. 1. Dots over e of Posgeld and over P of
Postage.

No. 4. Dot in top gutter margin over last a in
Afrika.

No. 5. Dot just left of bottom of 1 in 1d.

No. 6. Dot under and to left of S in Suid.

No. 7. Dot to left of I in Inkomste, and over
ko of Inkomste,

No. 8. Dot in the middle of d of Suid.

No. 9. Dot under r in Afrika.

No. 13. Dot just right of and above e in
Inkomste.

No. 20. Dot over d in Posgeld.

Coil No. 3. (10).

No. 22. Faint dot above P in Postage near
beard, and tiny dot to right of the foot of f
in Afrika.

PHILATELY STAMPS FOR SALE
British Colonials . . . . World Packets
Special Countries
THEMATIC SETS A SPECIALITY.
Price List sent on application.
Apply:

MRS. D. DUNSTONE,

P.O. Box 93, PINETOWN, NATAL.
PHONE 76713.
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No. 1. Dot left of the tip of the horn on right.
No. 4. Dots in a row left of the nose opposite
bottom bristles.

Row 5. Dot under horn on left, and dot near
the lower face bristles.

No. 6. Dot between fr in Afrika, and dot
above o in South.

No. 9. Two dots near tip of horn on left.

No. 10. Faint stroke down from left margin
opposite Inkomste to the 1d.

No. 11. Mark like a short stroke on top of the
head under f in Afrika.

No. 15. Dot right of the top of d in 1d.

No. 2o0. Tiny dot right of and below last e
in Revenue.
Coil 4. (9).

No. 1. Dot near top of first A in Afrika, and
dot in left gutter margin opposite horn.

No. 2. Dot above horn on left, close to head.

No. 4. As above but a little further out.

No. 7. Dot in top left corner.
SNdo. 8. Mark just under and to left of S in

uid,

No. 12. Dot between the end of Revenue and
face of Wildebeest.

No. 14. Small dot between fr in Afrika.

No. 17. Dot close up under horn on left.

No. 19. Dot in top gutter margin over fr in -
Afrika.

No. 21. Dot in top gutter margin over ri in
Afrika, and very faint hairline over d of 1d.
Tiny dot under hyphen, Posgeld-Postage.

Coil 5. (8).

No. 1. Dot just left of the horn on left and
almost touching.

No. 3. Minute dot under hyphen Suid-Afrika.

No. 7. Dot on right edge of neck, touching
margin and level with eye.

No. 9. Dot under u in Revenue, nearer to
Revenue than to the 1d.

No. 12. Dot over 1d.

No. 18. Faint scratch through Af in Afrika,
slanting down to the bottom of the f.

No. 20. Dot in top gutter margin over ri in
Afrika.

No. 21. Scratch from below the d in 1d. up
to the nose. (See note at foot of this list).
Coil 6. (7).

No. 22. Dot on tip of horn on left, and tiny.
dot near the horn on right.

No. 5. Dot to the left of the horn on left,
and tiny dot in the curve above the same horn.

No. 6. Dot in top gutter margin over Su in
Suid.

The Philatelic Magazine

(Established 1875)

is your illustrated guide to world
collecting!

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION: 15/-

Specimen free on request.

HARRIS PUBLICATIONS LTD.,
27, Maiden Lane, Strand, W.C.2, England.
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No. 10. Dot under a in Postage.

No. 12. Dot on the tip of the lower left face
bristles.

No. 17. Dot to the left of the face bristles
above nose.

No. 19. Tiny ‘dot just right of the d in Suid.
No. 20, Tiny dot just under neck.

Coil 7. (6).
No. 4. Dot over ag in Postage.

No. 5. Dot left of the tip of the horn on left,
and dot under d in Suid.

No. 6. Dot over So in South, and clump of
tiny dots near neck. Dot under horn on left,
and dot under k in Afrika.

No. 7. Dot under ri in Afrika. Dot in left
margin opposite Inkomste.

No. 8. Two dots under Revenue.
No. 9. Heavy dot between legs of A in Afrika.
No. 11. Dot over ag in Postage.
No. 13. Dot between id in Suid.
No. 15. Dot over ge in Posgeld.
No. 18. Dot over first A in Afrika.
No. 20. Dot in right gutter margin level with
bottom of last a in Afrika.
(To be continued)

Wanis, Offers & Exchange

(Threepence per word per insertion with
minimum of 3/- per insertion).

WANTED, and For Sale, stamps of all coun-
tries (Wholesale). — RO, F.  ROWE,
11, Barmouth Road, London, S.W.18.

1840-1890. For the stamps of any country in
this period write DOUGLAS ROTH, Mona
Crescent, Newlands, C.P. Phone 694282

SWITZERLAND — Specialist and out of the
ordinary items required. Write giving de-
tails and prices to B. JOSEPH, P.O.” Box
9232, Johannesburg.

LABELS, stickers, exhibition stamps, etc.
Send me your duplicates and I will_send
you an equal number of mine. — R. T.
LILLEY, The Dingle, Sandford Orleigh,
Newton Abbot, Devon, England.

WANTED FOR CASH. Good collections any
kind except Geo. VI. Also Transvaal 1st
type and early covers of any country, —
DOUGLAS ROTH, Newlands, C.P.

WANTED FOR CASH: Fine Mint Specialized
Union Collection. — C. R. REYNOLDS,
Grantham, Beaufort West, C.P.

REVENUE STAMPS: TUnion and four
Colonies. Correspondence invited with view
to exchange or purchase. — L. J. DODD,

895 Schoeman Street, Pretoria.

WANTED Flags, Maps on stamps, mint or
fine used. — STERN, P.0O. Box 3654, Cape
Town.

ISRAEL 1948, 250, 500, 1,000 mils perfect
condition for sale. What offers? Phone
45-7724, Johannesburg.
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NEW AND RECENT ISSUES

2 Australia Xmas .. v v e e e e o /-
4 Belgium Antarctic Min. Sheet ... .. . 1/8
5 Belgium General Patton Commemos .. b/6
3 Finland Anti-TB Animals 2/6
7 France latest Famous Men ... 4/6
4 Fr. Central Africa Animals /-
12 Germany (East) Officials 1954/56 . 1/6
2 Hungary 40th Anny. Bolsh. Rev. 1/6
2 Hungary Coat-of-arms ... ... ... . 1/8
3 Hungary Day-of-the-Stamp strip . 2[-
6 Jugoslavia Folklore & Dancers ... 3/6
3 Monaco Reinier new values ... .. 3/6
9 Orcha (India) 1936 racket issue 2/-
4 Poland Flowers ... ... oo e e . 1/6
6 Russia Wild Life, multicoloured 2/-
4 Saarland Miners ... ... .. ... 3/6
4 Saarland Heuss new values ... 1/6
4 St. Pierre & Miquelon Fish /-
9 Spanish Colonies Birds ... ... 1/6

Nett. C.w.O. postfree.
Egypt — Germany — israel — Uno

All recent New issues are in stock and selections
can be sent on approval on request.

A. LICHTENSTEIN

(BP.A.)

BOX 576 — BLOEMFONTEIN

SOCIETY NEWS

ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF
CAPE TOWN

.Qn 12th September we saw an exceptional ex-
hibit by Mr. H. Roselaar, who presented “Num-
eral Cancellations of the Netherlands”, Mr.
Roselaar has kindly agreed to his notes on the
subject, being circularised among our members.

On the 26th November we had one of those
popular dual evenings when Mr. R. Eskell
showed “Norway — Early Post Horn and
Locals”, while Mr. A. G. Versino presented
“Great Britain — Low Values”.

Mr. Eskell’s exhibit, only a small part of an
extensive collection, was much appreciated and
members listened avidly to what the exhibitor
had to say about his stamps.

Mr. Versino showed a cross-section of the
stamps of Great Britain from 4d. to 3d. which
he presented in a rather novel manner. He had
a basic sheet featuring each value for each
reign, showing an example of each type of
stamp, each design (no varieties), His talk was
most enlightening and greatly appreciated.

THEMATIC STAMP CLUB

October 14th. Mr. L. Simenhoff, F.R.P.S.L.,
showed a new collection of his, namely, “Litera-
ture on Stamps”. This had been prepared for
the Paarl Exhibition (where it gained a Bronze
Award). Mr. Simenhoff pointed out that this
was not complete but nevertheless it was a fine
showing and written up as usual with care
and giving all relevant matter. This is a wide
subject as practically every country has issued
stamps honouring poets and writers, many of
them obscure and on which information is diffi-
cult to obtain.
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October 28th. On this evening the composite
exhibits of FIPCO and A.T.A. were shown, A
record crowd turned out, there being no less
than 71 present, to view this fine collection
taken from leading thematic collectors in the
U.S.A,, Canada, Germany, Saar, Denmark,
Switzerland, and Czeckoslovakia, covering many
subjects. Some were magnificently written up
and complete, Members took note of several of
the outstanding collections and this should im-
prove the standard. It has however commented
that there were a number of fine collections
in the Union which could easily compete over-

seas.
M.F.S.

FISH HOEK PHILATELIC SOCIETY
October 7th. The guest exhibitor on this occa-
sion was Miss A. Archer, one of the junior
members of the Royal Cape Town, who showed
her collection of Greece. This covered the whole
field and was well written up philatelically, and
in addition great care had been taken only to
show fine specimens, It is a fine start to what
will one day possibly be one of the well known
collections. She has certainly set a fine standard
for other junior collectors,
M.F.S.

THE O.F.S. AND BASUTOLAND
PHILATELIC SOCIETY

On Friday, 27th September 1957, the first dis-
play of the evening was Mr. J. W. Hodgson’s
“U.P.U’s” — a collection of the stamps issued
throughout the world to commemorate the
75th Anniversary of the founding of that or-
ganization. The exhibit was neatly written-up
and there were some 400 stamps (out of a total
of some 582) on show in strict alphabetic order.

The second exhibit was tabled by Mr. C. E.
Kachelhoffer, who showed a selection of his
Union collection, mounted very attractively and
well written-up. The stamps ranged from the
waffle plate (medium 13d.) plate V to 10/-
(Groot Constantia) with many fine items, viz.
large 13d. Gold Mine with mine dump shade
missing and joined paper: miniature sheet of
plate IV 1/- (brown arrows) and the unscreened
5/- issue with inverted and normal watermarks,
with broken yoke-pin and the broken yokes,
which are rarely seen.

GERMISTON PHILATELIC SOCIETY

September. — The average attendance at our
monthly meetings for the nine months of this
year has been twenty-two members out of a
total membership of forty members which in-
cludes a few Country Members. This gives us
an average of over 55% which is a figure to be
proud of, and it certainly shows that our meet-
ings are of interest to our members. At the
September meeting there were twenty-four
members and six visitors present to view the
display tabled by the Hon. Secretary/Treasurer,
who had chosen his collection of used Q.E
issues, from 1952 to date.

16th October, 1957. Our visitors, the Afri-
kaanse Filateliste Vereniging of Johannesburg,
were under the leadership of Mr, Lambert, and
tabled three exhibits, Holland by Dr. W. P.
van der Merwe, who had travelled all the way
from Viljoenskroon in the O.F.S. to visit the
Germiston Society; followed by Mr. Achterhoff
with his display of modern France, and lastly,
Mr. Lambert with his up-to-date collection of
air-mails.

1.S.B.
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PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF THE
WESTERN RAND

Thursday, 17th October. We were hosts to the
Pretoria Philatelic Society. A most enjoyable
evening was spent by those present, the visitors
putting up a number of interesting and varied
exhibits. By way of introduction to his collec-
tion of Union coils and booklets Dr. T. B. Berry
spoke briefly on the differences and uses of
these stamps; he lamented the fact that the
authorities had discontinued issuing booklets
but felt that they would again be issued in the
near future. Comment was passed on the beauti-
ful lay-out of the pages.

Mr. R. Castignani then exhibited his
award-winning (Been Cup) collection of Italian
Air Mails, covering Italy and San Marino. Of
special interest were the beaut1fu] desxgns and
colours which made up the various issues of
these two countries.

A collection of Russian issues covering the
period 1855-1930 was put up by Mr. D. Coetser.
Russia is still a rather neglected country,
philatelically speaking, and this proved to be a
most enlightening exhibition. The outstanding
sets of this collection depicted some of Russia’s
greatest architectural achievements and public
buildings.

An exhibit of Union postmarks by Mr. Impey
focussed attention on the wide variety of post-
marks used by the various post offices at dif-
ferent times. For a while the monopoly enjoyed
by stamps was broken as members gave them-
selves up to the study of shapes, sizes and
varieties of postal cancellations.

The last exhibit viewed (that of Mr. D.
Slater-Kinghorn) was of British Empire items,
and included a number of English 19th century
issues going right back to copies of the first 1d.
Blacks of 1840, The writing-up of this fine

collection was of a particularly high standard.
0.C.K.

PORT ELIZABETH PHILATELIC
SOCIETY

The second meeting of the year for Junior
Collectors on the 6th August, proved to be ex-
ceedingly popular — young and old enjoying to
the full the varied fare provided. The young
people had brought their collections for judging
and well deserved prizes were awarded in dif-
ferent age groups. Mr. D. Berg, in giving the
impressions of the judges, praised the high
standard reached by most of the young col-
lectors but also pointed out weaknesses and
faults which needed elimination. Mr. G. E.
Smukler showed sheets from his collections —
Unions, Israel and Music and gave a very in-
structive talk on stamp collecting. He was as-
sisted by displays from Mr. A. J. Fisher, Mr.
P. Smits with his enchanting thematic collec-
tion on Astronomy and Master Deacon had
brought along his prize winning displays from
“Penapex” “New Foundland” and other sheets.

20th August. The main event of the evening
was a splendid display by one of our veterans,
Mr. H. Deschamps, who delighted all with an
amazing array of British Empire Stamps rang-
ing from the classic to modern issues; the coun-
tries represented encircling the Globe,

3rd September. Our Lady Members are to
be highly congratulated on the manner in which
they entertained us both philatelically and
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gastronomically. Excellent fare was provided by
the exhibits, where honours were shared by
Mrs. R. Smukler — Stamps from countries A
to M; Mrs. G. Pamensky — Covers of South
Africa & Australia; Miss J. McSporran —
Turkish Issues & Mrs. J. Pearson, chiefly first
day covers of Union of South Africa, We are
looking forward to another Ladies’ Evening
next year.

17th September. Mr. A, J. Fisher — one of
our keenest members had gone to great trouble
in bringing together a very representable ex-
hibit of the post-war issues of Germany. All
Zones were well represented and the mater}al
attracted much attention and created great in-
terest among members, many of whom were set
speculating how they could use these stamps
for thematic collections. Comment was also
made on the fine designs and good printing of
the latest issues — a noteable advance from the
low ebb of the immediate post-war years.

1st October. We all knew that an interesting
evening would be awaiting us with Mr. C.
Clement scheduled to show us some of his
Union Varieties, Errors and Flaws. We were
not disappointed and greatly enjoyed the neatly
mounted and well annotated sheets which graced
the tables. Particularly gratifying were the ex-
planatory remarks by Mr. Clement and the
stimulating discussion which followed, showing
that many members take a lively interest in
Union Stamps.

THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF
JOHANNESBURG
In spite of the drain of collections and at-
tendances which the Paarl meeting meant in
October, our two meetings again topped 40
present. At the first meeting, on October 8th,
eight ten-sheet-displays were shown, ranging
over the whole territory of collecting: Mr.
Kupferman showed “Postal Stationery”, Mr.
Rudolph “Multi-coloured Rubbish”, Commander
Enoch “Rodriguez”’, Mr. Glassman “Pictorials
of Portugal and her colonies”, Mr. Oppenheim
“Flight Covers and Olympics”, Mr. Stern “Ed-
wardian Falkland Islands”, Mr. Lydall “Gam-
bia”, and Dr. v. Varendorff “Ceylon” — the
three prizes going, for once, to collections from
the red catalogue, Messrs Lydall, Stern and
v. Varendorff being the winners.

October 28th had two large and choice ex-
hibits, Mr. S. M. Boss showing some more of
his thirty-volume collection of mint French
Colonials, an assortment, this time, which con-
tained even such strange French possessions as
German Togo and the Saar (and what lovely
stamps, quite apart from the present continental
craze for their quotations, are these Saar
stamps!); and Captain M. F. Stern had sent
up from Cape Town sixty sheets of his “African
Air Mails”, which he modestly called his “third
string” — the two better ones being at TABIL
and Paarl — and for which he had provided a
highly interesting paper. Well, if what we were
shown was really his third choice, it was no
wonder that his first choice had received one
of the above-mentioned Silver-Gilts in Israel!

PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY
3 September 1957. The annual Certificate of
Merit Competition was held and a rather dis-
appointing number of entries were received for
this award. They were from the collections of
two of our real stalwarts, Messrs E. C. Wright
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and W. Newlands. Mr. Wright shewed his
“Zanzibar” collection, whilst Mr. Newlands’
entry was in the form of his “C.S.A.R.” and
“N.G.R.” overprints on the stamps of the Trans-
vaal and Natal. Both entries proved most in-
teresting and the judges’ vote for the better
collection went to Mr. Newlands who -once
again became the winner of the Society’s
premier award of the year.

16 September 1957, Perhaps the highlight of
our philatelic calendar took place this evening
when our friends from the Philatelic Society
of Johannesburg paid us their annual visit. As
usual, a strong contingent made the journey
from the Golden City and the following were
the exhibits and exhibitors, who were ably led
and introduced by their Chairman, Mr, Selig-
manmn.

(1) Dr. Harvey Pirie — who shewed an in-
tensely interesting study of the Maritime post-
marks of South Africa. The exhibit was pre-
ceded by a very lucid and informative paper
which not only proved of so much interest but
explained very simply the rather unusual nature
of his material and its origin. Here was a show
that really taught us all something we knew
nothing about until now.

(2) Mr. S. Boss who brought along an ex-
cellent selection of the stamps of Indo-China.

(3) Commander Enoch, whose exhibit and
paper were not of the customary length and
duration expected of him, but this was due to
his choice of subject which was Prince Edward
Island. The material shewn was excellent and
the paper was presented in his inimitable and
entertaining way.

(4) Mr. B. Glassman, who read a lengthy
paper on the “War Tax stamps of Mozambique
1016—1920” which was written many years ago
by the late Emil Tamsen. The paper was follow-
ed by an exhibit by Mr. Glassman of the
stamps in question which, although not quite in
our usual line, made an interesting display and
was well presented.

7 October 1957. Before the programme proper
began Mr. F. C. Ferguson, our Chairman; was
presented with his Certificate of Life Member-
ship by one of our other life members, Mr. L.
J. Dodd. A welcome was also extended to a
collector from Holland who was presently in
Pretoria and shortly returning to his home land
— an unusual diversion.

Miss B. J. Versfeld, by kind permission of the
Director of the Transvaal Museum, then read
a paper on an exhibit of Transvaal Republic
fiscal stamps which was specially prepared by
the Republican authorities for a stamp display
in Paris in 1899. The story made fascinating
telling and the eight pages of stamps with their
French descriptions were an interesting side-
light on the postal and political history of those
days.

Mr. L. J. Dodd then read a paper on the
Revenue Stamps of the Transvaal and their
successors which, as we know, is a field in
which he is an acknowledged authority. His ex-
hibit covered the period from the 1850s to date
and was a very interesting display of adhesive
stamps of a type not collected by many but
which, nevertheless, is of great interest when
shewn and explained by one who knows his

subject.
J M. W.
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