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Annexure 1:  

A typology of national symbols 

 

 

THE PANOPLY OF NATIONAL SYMBOLS 

SYMBOL DESCRIPTION/FUNCTION 

1. Coat of Arms  

(or State Emblem or Crest) 

The formal device representing the State - found on 

official documents, publications and buildings, etc.  

The Arms are also usually included as part of the design 

of the Public Seal which is affixed to legislative 

documents, formal government agreements and 

contracts. A motto is usually included in the design of 

the Arms. 

2. Flags The primary identification marker for both citizens and 

the State.  Vexillology distinguishes between a State 

Flag, for the exclusive use of the State and its 

representatives, and a National Flag, which has a more 

general use.  Other official flags are employed for use 

by the armed forces and other agencies of the State. 

3. Anthem A patriotic song officially adopted as an expression of 

national identity – the musical equivalent of the Coat 

of Arms, flag or motto – which is sung at important 

State occasions and at international sporting events to 

demonstrate national allegiance. 

4. National Day The anniversary to celebrate the foundation of the 

nation-state, such as signing of the Constitution, the 

proclamation of Independence, the celebration of a 

military victory, etc.   The National Day is often used 

to hold national parades which feature the armed 

forces, national sporting teams and presentations 

commemorating national achievements and 

demonstrating national pride.   

5. National Buildings and 

Monuments 

These are important artefacts of a nation’s history 

which provide continuity with the past and reinforce a 

permanent feeling of belonging.  Such ‘symbolic 

architecture’ can also be used to promote the country 

as a tourist destination (such as the Pyramids, the 

Kremlin, the Temple of Angor Wat, Buckingham 

Palace, the Cenotaph, the Statue of Liberty, Tiananmen 

Square, Great Zimbabwe, etc.). 

 
 
 



345 
 

 
 

6. National Institutions Institutions such as Parliament, the Constitutional and 

Supreme Courts, which are established to protect the 

rights of citizens are sometimes elevated to the status 

of a ‘symbol’ which then requires the appropriate 

reverence and protection by the State and its citizens. 

In Britain, for example, the Royal Family is considered 

a national symbol surrounding which there are a wide 

range of traditions which embody consensus and 

stability. 

7. Parliamentary Mace A symbol of authority historically used as a weapon, 

the mace in parliament signifies that it is in session and 

that its proceedings are official. 

8. National Heroes Individuals who have played a significant role in the 

creation of the State or those who have made a notable 

international contribution may be elevated to hero 

status (which can be either formal or informal) such as 

Simón Bolívar, Horatio Nelson, Vladimir Lenin, 

Mahatma Gandhi, Joan of Arc, Nelson Mandela, etc. 

9. National flora and fauna Animals, trees, and flowers which have national 

significance to a nation such as the Cedar Tree in 

Lebanon, the Maple Leaf in Canada, Bald Eagle in the 

United States, etc. and have become symbolic to the 

nation. 

10. Decorations and Orders Medals, Orders of Merit, Honours and Awards that are 

issued for gallantry and distinction in the armed forces 

and for service to the nation in other fields, helping to 

imbue a sense of national dignity and pride. 

11. Rituals, myths and legends Rituals, myths and legends are transmitted to, and 

reconstituted in, each generation by means of social 

and collective memories which serve to reinforce the 

morals, virtues and values which the nation wishes to 

uphold and celebrate the sacrifices of the past. 

12. Banknotes and Coins Depictions of the Arms, Head of State, heroes, national 

monuments and other achievements on banknotes and 

coins provide a constant reminder of national identity. 

13. Postage Stamps Postage stamps are an important conduit for 

communicating the broader image a State wishes to 

portray both locally and internationally. 

14. National Title and Place Names The name the State gives itself is an important signifier 

to its concept of itself, with a formal name being used 

to signify status and self-image. Names change as 

political conditions alter and as part of a process of 
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asserting a change in identity (e.g. as seen following 

decolonisation in Africa, through making a religious 

reference in the formal name or insisting on the name 

of the state being expressed in a local language). 

15. National ‘flag carriers’ State owned or controlled companies (such as airlines 

or shipping lines) which are a medium for displaying 

the country abroad by virtue of the use of national 

colours in the markings or livery of their aircraft or 

ships. Where the State owns or operates railway or rail 

transport networks these too often have emblems and 

livery corresponding to national symbols.  

16. National Language and Script Connected with the above is the desire to restore, and 

even to use, an indigenous language (or languages) and 

script.  This is one of the earliest manifestations of 

nationalism, which is part of a need to reinforce 

national identity and restore and preserve the ‘cultural 

heritage’ of a people. 

(Adapted from W.G. Crampton, ‘Flags as Non-Verbal Symbols in the Management of National Identity’, 

D.Phil. thesis, University of Manchester, 1994, pp. 52-65).    
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Annexure 2: 

The parts of a Coat of Arms 

(www.internationalheraldry.com) 
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Annexure 3: 

The parts and terminology of a flag 

(www.netstate.com/states/symb/flags/flag_terminology.htm) 

 

 

 
 

 

Anatomy of a Flag 

o Hoist: Hoist is used to describe the height of the flag while flying. The term also 

refers to the edge of the flag that is attached to the flagpole or staff. You may hear 

the term "hoist end" to refer to this part of a flag. 

o Fly: The length of the flag as measured from the attachment to the farthest point; 

The distance from the end of the canton to the free end of the flag or The width 

(length) of an extended flag. 

o Fly end: The fly end is the part of the flag that flaps in the wind and sometimes 

becomes frayed. 

o Canton: The canton is the top left-hand corner of a flag. 

o Field: The section of the flag between the hoist and the fly ends is called the field 

or, sometimes, the ground. It does not include the canton. 
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Annexure 4: 

List of those who hoisted the flag on Pioneers’ Day (1905-1978) 

 

Year Name By Whom 

1905 Frank Salisbury Pascoe First European boy born after occupation 

1906 Freda von Hirschberg First European girl born after occupation 

1907 Leo MacLaurin Son of Mr. A. MacLaurin, 1890 Pioneer 

1908 Ida Honey Daughter of Wm. Streak Honey, 1896 

1909 No ceremony due to a small-pox epidemic 

1910 Cecil Craven Son of Mr. P. Craven 

1911 Laurie Arnott Son of Mr. S. Arnott 

1912 Francis Huntington Brown Son of Mr. H. ‘Curio’ Brown 

1913 David S. Mills Son of Mr. J.W.T. Mills 

1914 Jim Kennedy Son of Mr. J.H. Kennedy 

1915 Miss Arnott Daughter of Mr. S. Arnott 

1916 Master Arnott Son of Mr. S. Arnott 

1917 George Schlacter Son of Mr. J. Schlacter 

1918 Molly Sanderson Daughter of Mr. Sanderson  

1919 Harold Harper Son of Mr. H. Harper 

1920 Master Craven Son of Mr. P. Craven 

1921 Lorna Edmonds Daughter of Mr. J.A. Edmonds 

1922 Sybil Craven Daughter of Mr. P. Craven 

1923 Anna Schlacter Daughter of Mr. J. Schlacter 

1924 Laurence Arnott Son of Mr. S. Arnott 

1925 Rose Schlacter Daughter of Mr. J. Schlacter 

1926 Peter Whiteley Grandson of Col. F. Johnson 

1927 J.H.C. Nicholls Son of Major J.E. Nicholls 

1928 Gladys Drew Daughter of Mr. A. Drew 

1929 Barbara Windell Daughter of Mr. H.J. Windell 

1930 J.H.C. Nicholls Son of Major J.E. Nicolls 

1931 Grace Bertram Daughter of Mr. C.P. Bertram 

1932 Commander Tyndale-Biscoe Who hoisted the flag in 1890 

1933 Walter Edmonds Son of Mr. J.A. Edmonds 

1934 Capt. Hoste and Denton Mathews An 1890 Pioneer and one of his descendants 

1935 Roy Pilcher Grandson of Mr. T.W. Rudland, OBE 
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1936 Raymond George Peake Grandson of Mr. Carruthers 

1937 Estcourt Cresswell Palmer Grandson of Mr. J.A. Palmer 

1938 Marcus Edmonds Grandson of Mr. J.A. Edmonds 

1939 Gladwin Carruthers Grandson of Mr. Carruthers 

1940 Hon. Lionel Cripps 1890 Pioneer and Speaker of the Legislative 

Assembly 

1941 John Stace Carruthers-Smith Grandson of Mr. E. Carruthers-Smith 

1942 June Marshall Granddaughter of Mr. T.W. Rudland, OBE 

1943 Pamela Bertram Granddaughter of Mr. C.P. Bertram 

1944 Roy H. Cripps Grandson of Mr. L. Cripps 

1945 Michael Whiley Grandson of Mr. M.W. Barnard 

1946 Jennifer Rudland Granddaughter of Mr. T.W. Rudland, OBE 

1947 Mr. J.A. Palmer 1890 Pioneer, BSAC Police 

1948 Mr. J.L. Crawford 1890 Pioneer 

1949 Col. Divine, DSO 1890 Pioneer 

1950 Mr. T.W. Rudland, OBE 1890 Pioneer (President of the Pioneers’ and 

Early Settlers’ Society) 

1951 Lindsay Crawford Grandson of Mr. J.L. Crawford 

1952 Mr. J.T. Harvey B Troop, Pioneer Corps, 1890 

1953 Mr. C.F. Creighton A Troop, BSAC Police, 1890 

1954 Mr. R. Carruthers-Smith B Troop, BSAC Police, 1890 

1955 Mr. R. Carruthers-Smith B Troop, BSAC Police, 1890 

1956 Mr. F. Everitt Pioneer Column, 1890 

1957 Mr. F. Everitt Pioneer Column, 1890 

1958 Mr. E.R.B Palmer Son of J.W. Palmer 

1959 Mr. C. Boardman Grandson of Mr. C.H.C. Boardman 

1960 Mr. G. Broom Grandson of Mr. J.T. Harvey 

1961 Mr. R.A. Fry Grandson of Mr. E. Fry 

1962 Mr. F.B. Johnson Son of Sir F. Johnson 

1963 Mr. E.B. MacLaurin Grandson of Mr. A. MacLaurin 

1964 Mr. N.A. Tatham Grandson of Mr. A. Tulloch 

1965 Mr. C. da Vies Grandson of Skipper Hoste 

1966 Mr. R.H. Bray Son of Mr. R. Bray 

1967 Mr. G. Arnott Grandson of Mr. S.N. Arnott 

1968 Mr L. Davis Great Grandson of Hon. L. Cripps 
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1969 Mr. N. Bertram, CMG, OBE Son of Mr. C.P. Bertram 

1970 Mr. G. Schlacter Son of Mr. J. Schlacter 

1971 Mr. F.I.H. Nesbitt Great Grandson of Mr. F. Nesbitt 

1972 Mr. G.N. Brakspear Great Grandson of Mr. H. Sanderson 

1973 Mr. J. Orpen Grandson of Mr. A.F. Orpen 

1974 Mr. R.R. Bray Great Grandson of Mr. R. Bray 

1975 Mr. B.D. Bawden Great Grandson of Mr. H.S. Bawden 

1976 Ms. M.R. Gibson Great Granddaughter of Col. C.H. Divine 

1977 Mr. G.D. Jelley Great Grandson of Mr. S.N. Arnott 

1978 Mr. C. MacLaurin Great Grandson of Mr. A.J. MacLaurin 

(Source: J.B.L. Honey, ‘Hoisting the Flag on Pioneers’ Day, Rhodesiana, 1971, 24, pp. 59-62; J.B.L. Honey, 

‘Hoisting the Flag on Pioneers’ Day’, Rhodesiana, 1979, 40, pp. 58-59.) 

 

 
 
 


