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Abstract 
 
Newspapers often report on the violation of learners’ rights. Many of these violations and 

critical incidents are related to the right to freedom of expression, which is internationally 

viewed as a core right in a democracy. My inquiry focused on grade 11 learners’ 

understanding of the right to freedom of expression. It is important to understand learners’ 

understanding of the right to freedom of expression, as they are the leaders of tomorrow and 

the right to freedom of expression is central to the survival of democracy. This inquiry was 

informed by an interpretivist paradigm. Atlas.ti™ was used to systematically analyse the data 

and categorise it into three hermeneutic units. This computer-aided qualitative data analysis 

software (CAQDAS) tool facilitated the process of analysis and enhanced the validity of the 

research. During the inductive process of analysis two patterns crystallised, viz. the 

absolutising of the right to freedom of expression by some learners and the lack of skills to 

implement the limitation to the right to freedom of expression in schools. 

 

The main findings indicated that some learners did not have knowledge regarding the right to 

freedom of expression, although most learners were aware that they could speak their minds 

under this right. Furthermore, learners didn’t seem to know how to exercise the right to 

freedom of expression. One of the factors disrupting the implementation of the right to 

freedom of expression in schools is the perpetuation of an authoritarian culture in schools. 

Theoretical and practical recommendations are suggested and avenues for future research 

are identified. 

 

 

 

 

Keywords 
 
freedom of expression artistic expression 

democracy symbolic expression 

absolutising religious expression 

limitation authoritarianism 

core right understanding 

 
 

UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  PPrreettoorriiaa  ––  VVaann  VVoolllleennhhoovveenn,,  WW  JJ  ((22000066))  


	FRONT
	Title page
	Declaration
	Dedication
	Acknowledgements
	Table of contents
	List of Chapters
	List of Tables
	List of Figures
	List of Addenda
	Abbreviations and Acronyms
	Abstract
	Keywords

	Chapter 1
	Chapter 2
	Chapter 3
	Chapter 4
	Chapter 5
	Chapter 6
	Chapter 7
	Chapter 8
	Chapter 9
	Addenda A-C not available
	Addenda D-K
	Addendum L
	Addendum M
	Addendum N
	Addenda O-T

