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JOHANNESBURG LIBRARY COMPETITION.

" The proposed New Library Bulldlng, being open to Competition, comes within the
province of the Central Council. With a view, however, of enabling your representatives on
the Central Council to know the views of your Committee, this matter has been discussed
very openly at special meetings of your Committee.

Unbeknown to the Central Council and to the Provincial Committee the City Council
cabled to the President of the R.I.B.A., requesting him to nominate three Architects from
whom it could select one as the Assessor for the Competition for the New Library Building.

Three names were duly submitted, but the City Council turned these down, and itself
approached Mr. Vincent Harris with a view to his paying a visit to Johannesburg and after-
wards assessing the Competition.

Immediately your Committee became aware of the suggested appointment of an
overseas Assessor they requested the Central Council to take action. The Central Council
forthwith interviewed the Library Committee of the City Council and submitted a memo-
randum supported by arguments in favour of the appointment of a local assessor.

The Library Committee nevertheless announced its intention of recommendine the
employment of Mr. Vincent Harris, whereupon the Central Council presented a final memo
randum to each member of the City Council the day previous to its meeting.

Despite these representations the City Council has now definitely decided to appoint
Mr. Vincent Harris. The Institute’s Competition Conditions lay down that the nromoters of
a competition should, as their first step appoint as Assessor an Architect of acknow/edged
standing.

It must, therefore, be accepted that the City Council has acted constitutionally in the
matter and though it is regretted that at the outset it did not take the Institute into its
confidence, it has complied with the requirements of our competition regulations which it has
expressed its willingness to abide by.

Although there are members with somewhat extreme views on this matter, i.e., that
this case calls for drastic action, even to the extent of banning the Competition, your Com-
mittee feels that, the City Council having complied with the Institute’s Conditions of Com-
petition and having decided to appoint Mr. Vincent Harris, no good purpose would be served
by the Central Council pursuing the matter any further.

PROFESSIONAL FEES.

Your Committee has had cccasion to enquire into several cases of alleged unprofes-
sional conduct by members carrying out work at fees below the scale. Members are urged
to insist upon their full fees according to the official scale in all cases.

READMISSION TO THE INSTITUTE AFTER RESIGNATION.

This question has been referred to legal advisers by the Central Council and it has
been ruled that no member having resigned can be readmitted except those who were mem-
bers of a society of equivalent standing in terms of Section 11 (i) (b) of the Act.

R.I.LBA.

Examinations have been held during the year by your Board of Examiners.

Mr. D. C. McDonald, of Durban, passed the Intermediate Examination and Mr. C. W.
Brown, of Pretoria, passed the Special Final Examination and has obtained his associateship

of the Royal Institute.

Mr. G. E. Fitzgerald, AR.I.LB.A., of Pretoria, has been elected a Fellow of the Royal
Institute.
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ARCHITECTURATL EDUCATION.

Architectural Education and Examinations are now dealt with by a “Standing Com-
mittee on Education and Examinations” compesed of one representative of the Department
of Union Education, two representatives of the Universities of Capetown and ths Wltwaters-
rand, two Architects and two Quantity Surveyors.

The attention of members is drawn to the circular published in the December. issue
of the Journal which circular was sent to all members of the Institute and Chapter.

During the year the Department of Architecture and Quantity Surveying at the
Transvaal University College Pretoria was established, the head of the department being
Mr. H. Bell-John, M.C., F.S.I,, LRIB.A.

COMPETITIONS.

Roodepoort-Maraisburg Hospital.— Duriﬁg the year, competitive designs were invited by
the Roodepoort-Maraisburg Municipality for a hospital in their area. Mr. J. S. Cleland, M.B.E.
F.R.I.B.A., was appointed assessor and some 33 designs were submitted.

The awards have been made as under : 1, Messrs. Cowin, Powers and Ellis, Johannes-
burg ; 2, Messrs. Cowin, Powers and Ellis, Durban ; 3, Messrs. Siemerink, Walker and Lane,
Port Elizabeth.

BAKER SCHOLARSHIP.
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A competition for the Herbert Baker Architectural Scholarship was held during the
year.

Nine candidates entered for the preliminary competition and of these four were
passed to the final. One of the latter, however, did not compete, and final designs were
submitted by Messrs. R. A. Bruce, N. M. Eaton and J. Peel Nelson.

The award of the Scholarship has been made to Mr. N. M. Eaton.

Mr. Eaton received his academic training in the profession at the University of the
Witwatersrand and since 1924, he has been in charge of Mr. Gordon Leith’s office in
Pretoria.

THE JOURNAL.

The Journal continues to flourish, but still suffers from the lack of contributors.
During the year a special number dealing with domestic architecture was published. A
certain amount of interest was displayed by the public with the result that a number of new
advertisers and subseribers was secured. - It has been proposed that the S.A. Architectural
Record should now become the official journal of the S.A. Institute of Architects and that the
Central Council should take it over. It is further proposed that the Journal shall be con-
ducted by our Journal Committee and Business Manager with the collaboration of honorary
editors in the various provinces and that it should eventually and as soon as possible become
a monthly journal.

A committee of the Central Council i8 to meet the Journal Committee and discuss
ways and means. It is to be hoped that these proposals will eventuate and that we shall
scon have an even more interesting publication to present to our members.



