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What is Open Science?

• The movement to make scientific research outputs, data, and their dissemination available to any member of an 
inquiring society, from professionals to citizens.

• Open Science strategy implies that institutions allow or encourage researchers to publish research outcomes in 
scientific journals with less restrictive policies.

• It is about transparency, sharing, collaboration, and inclusivity

- Making research visible.

- Making research accessible and usable.

- Involving and crediting more contributors to research.

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fresearchsupport.harvard.edu%2Fresearch-lifecycle&psig=AOvVaw135BAb3u-yo8I_ZhTO4Fsd&ust=1687333563522000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CBEQjRxqFwoTCKimqL-t0f8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE


UNESCO Open Science Taxonomy

Ribeiro, Silveira, and Santos (2020)
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Open Access at UP

• Policy on University of Pretoria electronic theses and dissertations - S5119/21

• Policy to provide open access to research papers authored by University of Pretoria researchers – S5120/21

• Research Policy - S5102/23

• Research Compliance Regulation – S5103/23

• APCs Policy and guidelines (S4420/14)

• Transformational / Read & Publish (R&P) Agreements



NRF Statement on Open Access, 2015

Research Articles, electronic theses and dissertations (eTDs)

• Research either fully or partially funded by NRF

• Peer-reviewed manuscripts on institutional repositories (IR)

• No more than 12 months embargo period

• Articles published in Open Access and/or publisher allows published version in PDF (IR)

Research Data

“the data supporting the publication should be deposited in an accredited Open

Access repository, with the provision of a Digital Object Identifier for future citation and referencing”



What is an Institutional Repository?

“- an institutional repository is a set of services that an institution offers to the members 

of its community for the management and dissemination of digital materials created 

by the institution and its community members.

- It is most essentially an organizational commitment to the stewardship of these digital 

materials, including long-term preservation where appropriate, as well as 

organization and access or distribution”

Clifford L, 2003
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Benefits of research visibility (IRs)

• Reaching wider audience. 

• Increase the visibility and prestige of the institution.

• Increased citations and downloads of your research.

• More opportunities for collaboration and funding.

• Improves profile in your field.

• Greater impact on society.



Make today matter

Open Access Institutional Repositories

▪ Institutional Research Repositories - archiving and disseminating the 
UP’s intellectual outputs.

▪ UPSpace IR and UP Research data repository (Figshare).

▪ Google and Google Scholar.

▪ Integration of Altmetric Explorer, ORCID, SDGs.

▪ Web of Science, Dimensions, Scopus – API.

▪ Copyright clearance (Consent letters) - Jisc's open policy finder.

https://repository.up.ac.za/handle/2263/63773




Harvesting and Registries

• Harvesters

- Google and Google Scholar indexed

- SA SDG Hub

- NDLTD - Networked Digital Library of Theses and Dissertations 

- Sabinet/African Digital Repository

- Proquest DT

• Registries

- OpenDOAR – a directory of academic Open Access repositories 

- ROAR (Registry of Open Access Repository) 

- Open Access Map

- Re3data

- Google Analytics



Integrations (Improving visibility)
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https://repository.up.ac.za/
https://researchdata.up.ac.za/


Research visibility and impact

• Research visibility – “how well your work is known to the people who matter, 
such as other researchers, policymakers, and the public” 

• Research impact - “the effect your work has on society, such as advancing 
knowledge, informing policy, or solving real-world problems”.

Ebrahim, 2023:Online

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/research-visibility-impact-how-increase-your-reach-nader-ale-ebrahim-uigjc/


UPSpace Institutional Repository Impact





Research Profiling through Figshare

Upload your data

▪ Onto the UP Research 

Data Repository 
(Figshare)

▪ Create your research 

profile

▪ Connect researcher 

profile using ORCID and 

share data openly

▪ Claim your datasets

https://help.figshare.com/article/maximise-your-research-profile


Conclusion

• Encourage researchers to publish in Open Access journals.

• Make sure it is archived in OA repositories (Copyright).

• Helps in improving the webometrics rankings of universities.

• Increase the visibility and prestige of the institution.

• Content is readily searchable worldwide.

• Improves Times Higher Education Impact rankings of universities (SDGs).

• Data gathered from (Scopus and Web of Science).



“Our mission of disseminating knowledge is only half 
complete if the information is not made widely and readily 

available to the society”

- Berlin Declaration on Open Access –
tlou.mathiba@up.ac.za


