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a. demonstrate integrated knowledge…of one or more fields… 
b. evaluate types of knowledge and explanations typical within the area of study or practice… c. 



demonstrate an understanding of a range of methods of enquiry… 

d. demonstrate the ability to identify, analyse, evaluate, critically reflect on and address complex 

problems, applying evidence-based solutions…e. demonstrate the ability to take decisions and act 

ethically and professionally…f. demonstrate the ability to develop appropriate processes of 

information gathering…g. demonstrate the ability to develop and communicate his or her ideas and 

opinions in well-formed arguments… h. demonstrate the ability to manage processes in unfamiliar 

and variable contexts… 

We are mandated to deliver students who are  i. demonstrate the 

ability to identify, evaluate and address his or her learning needs in a self-directed manner…  

able to:  
j. demonstrate the ability to take full responsibility for his or her work, decision-making and use of 
resources… 
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Indiscriminate use of Generative AI attacks  i. demonstrate the ability 

to identify, evaluate and address his or her learning needs in a self-directed manner…  

each one of the NQF Level Seven Descriptors:j. demonstrate the 



ability to take full responsibility for his or her work, decision-making and use of resources… 
Essay writing task instructions – no plagiarism  of the class – AI detection tool is not yet  • Motives – time, 

insecure about writing skills,  • Second chances – read and assess your   

Been there, done that,  bought the T-shirt… 

and no AI  
Between 30-100% AI was detected in 23.6%   

guaranteed  
Conducted 47 interviews with these students:  

support understanding, summarise conclusion or write 
me an introduction  

own task and pay special attention at being  critical of 
exactly what AI dished up for  you…  



 

“I cannot believe I did not see how ridiculous this  sounds 
within the context of the assignment task” 

 

“Why do I sound so dramatic? I am so embarrassed 



that I did not see what rubbish this is.” 
• biased,   
• distorted,   
• partial,   
• uninformed or   
• down-right prejudiced.   
The Problem: Everyone thinks but our thinking is… 

Critical thinking: Paul-Elder   
Critical Thinking Framework 

Shoddy thinking is costly..  
Excellence in thought must be   
systematically cultivated.  

A Definition:  
Critical thinking is the art of   



analysing and evaluating thinking with a view to improving it.  
• raises vital questions and problems,  
• gathers and assesses relevant   
• comes to well-reasoned conclusions and  
• thinks open-mindedly within alternative  
The Result:  

Critical thinking: Paul-Elder   
• communicates effectively with others in  

Critical Thinking Framework



 

A well cultivated critical thinker:  formulating 

them clearly and precisely;  

information, using abstract ideas to  interpret it 
effectively;   

solutions, testing them against relevant 
criteria and standards;   

systems of thought, recognizing and  
assessing, as need be, their  
assumptions, implications, and practical 
consequences; and   

figuring out solutions to complex  problems  

• Gerlich, M. AI Tools in Society: Impacts on Cognitive  
Offloading and the Future of Critical Thinking.   

Cognitive offloading, critical  thinking and AI use  
• Paul-Elder Critical Thinking Framework  



Societies 2025, 15, 6.   
https://doi.org/10.3390/soc15010006  

Cognitive offloading =   
delegating tasks to external   
systems to enhance cognitive   
capacity for more complex and   
creative tasks 

Critical thinking, AI use and interpretation  
questions  

• Cognitive offloading = delegating tasks to external systems to enhance cognitive capacity for more  
Direct correlation between regular AI use, cognitive offloading and critical thinking 

skillsWhat we expect to see…  

17-25 years old  
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complex and creative tasks 

The impact of indiscriminate AI abuse on PG students 



Reprimanded 3rd year student that [almost] got away 
with AI abuse as an Hons student… 



 
Reprimanded student that got away with learning 
through a second chance… 



 

What you resist…persists 



 
• Test AI, use it, know what it can  • LLM-as-a-judge • Fair use: cite it as a 

source   

What you resist…persists• Use it to teach critical thinking   

and can’t yet do  

“Describe the symbolism of the green  light in 
the book The Great Gatsby by  F. Scott 
Fitzgerald” prompt. ChatGPT,  13 Feb. version, 
OpenAI, 8 Mar. 2023,  chat.openai.com/chat.  



skills  
ASSAf and SciELO Guidelines for the Use of Artificial   
Communication Endorsed by the ASSAf Council (17   
Helpful Resources  

Intelligence (AI) Tools and Resources in Research   

September 2024) Note that these guidelines will be  updated periodically as AI tools develop.  
https://www.assaf.org.za/wp content/uploads/2024/09/Final-ASSAf-and-SciELO 

Guidelines-for-the-Use-of-Artificial-Intelligence-AI-Tools 

and-Resources-in-Research-Communication_17-Sept 2024-.pdf  
LLM-as-a-judge: a complete guide to using LLMs for  evaluations  
https://www.evidentlyai.com/llm-guide/llm-as-a-judge  

Lecturer’s guide: Leveraging generative eartificial intelligence for teaching and learning enhancement at 
the  University of Pretoria  
https://www.up.ac.za/media/shared/391/pdfs/Policies/lectur 
er-guide_-leveraging-generative-artificial-intelligence-for 

teaching-and-learning-enhancement-at-up.zp254440.pdf 


