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CHAPTER 5 : A CRITICAL REVIEW OF HEALTH FINANCING REFORMS 

IN UGANDA – PROGRESS, CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR 

ACHIEVING UHC!  
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CHAPTER 6 : HOW ARE GLOBAL HEALTH POLICIES TRANSFERRED 
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CHAPTER 7 : HOW HAS SDG DECLARATION INFLUENCED HEALTH 

FINANCING REFORMS FOR UHC AT THE COUNTRY LEVEL? A 
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CHAPTER 8 : HOW IS THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS 

DECLARATION INFLUENCING HEALTH FINANCING REFORMS FOR 

UHC IN UGANDA:  A STAKEHOLDERS’ PERFECTIVE 
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! ! Health financing objectives during the 4 strategic plan periods spanning 2001 to 2021 have varied in focus from equity, 
to mobilizing additional resources to UHC. The variation in focus were informe d by the low per capita expenditure on 
health and global level discussions on SDGs including adoption of UHC as one of the targets.  

! ! Reforms attempt for achieving the objectives were all aligned to the WHO health financing reform principles that 
advance UHC . 

! ! The key actors supporting reforms especially were the World Bank, WHO, Enabel and USAID  
! ! Comprehensive reforms in health financing especially establishing NHIF has been slow and is attributed to political, 

technical and economic challenges often associate d with designing, developing and implementation of policy 
reforms.  

! ! Contribution of development partners to total health expenditure from 2001 to 2016 ranged between 27.4% and 
43.4%. While private health expenditure (mainly through out of pocket) was betwee n 54.4% and 42.6% in the same 
period.  
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! ! The predominant policy transfer mechanism in the health sector in sub-Saharan Africa is voluntarism. There are cases 
of coercion, however, even in the face of coercion, there is usually some level of negotiation  

! ! Success or failure of policy transfer, irrespective of the mechanism depends on a combination of the mix of 
strategies used, the actors involved and their inter -relationship and the contextual factors (a combination of 
favorable contextual factors, actorsÕ level of influence and the policy transfer strategies mixes)  

! ! Actors, context and nature of the issue are key influencers in policy transfers.  
! ! Strategies used by actors to ensure policy transfer include: - peer learning through intercountry visits and 

conferences, cross -national linkages, financial support of the policy transfer process, conditionality on aid and 
technical assistance, competency building of national level stakeholders through participatory learning and formal 
training, systematic advocacy, bureaucratic maneuvering such as Ôbureaucratic bypassingÕ and negotiations.  

! ! Policy transfer, irrespective of the mechanism, requires local alignment with local need,  
! ! Appreciation of local context by the actors, availability of financial resources, a coordination platform with 

adequate capacity for national and global level engage ments and good working relations amongst stakeholders, 
technical and financial support by the international actors, close linkages between international and national 
stakeholders, and limited potential effect of the policy on the bureaucratic structure and  political status quo. &
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! ! The SDG declaration has led to putting and susta ining health financing reforms (HFR) for UHC on the national 
agenda, provided an enabling environment and context for putting in place necessary legislations (passing of 
specific laws on health financing), reforming health financing organization, and revis ions of national health polices 
to strengthen health financing systems and alignment of the countriesÕ commitment on UHC  

! ! SDG declaration is catalyst for health financing reform, providing reference for necessary legislations and policies for 
financing UHC  

! ! Stakeholders have used the declaration as window of opportunity to accelerate policy reforms  

! ! SDG declaration has informed, caused, or intensified national level discussions of health financing for UHC and in 
some instances accelerated the pace with which g overnments considered the issue of UHC and its financing  

! ! Nature of proposed reforms should be adaptable, accommodative to the diverse needs and affordable  

! ! Since the SDG declaration, there have been observable changes in either the process or outcome of the health 
financing functions, and policies that define and ratio benefit entitlements  

! ! Ministries of Health have put efforts on fostering collaboration with other government agencies and focused on 
linking health objectives with overall national developme nt plans  

! ! Generating political and financial support from the entire government by Ministries of Health is important  
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