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A DISPLAY OF PUBLICNESS

ARTICULATING CULTURAL INCLUSIVITY AT THE
DITSONG NATIONAL MUSEUM OF CULTURAL HISTORY
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CONTEXT The city of Tshwane has became riddled with

exclusion of wvarious types and degrees.
Physical, economic, and programmatic
exclusion prevent the equitable access to both
democratic space, and public information. The
Ditsong National Museum of Cultural History
fails to perform its duty of making knowledge
available to a diverse public, just as the site
that houses it fails to perform its duty as a
public theroughfare that allows for pedestrian
access, lingering, and adaptable use. The
public interface of urban architecture has the
capacity to influence pedestrian behaviour and
should be designed to benefit public well-
being. The public interface of this existing
museum perpetuates exclusion physically,
economically, and programmatically
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PROBLEM Museums in Gauteng are inaccessible to a

diverse public.

Visitors need to pay to enter. They often don't
know about the museums to begin with.
Displays often still follow the coleonialist
tendency of placing objects in boxes and
writing something on a plague. This is not
accessible ta the visually impaired. Museums
are usually fenced-off, limiting the public
interface to the hostile site boundary. Museum
architecture is often monumental, which can
be wninviting to a diverse public. Museum
programmes don't often have an outdoor, or
public aspect. Museums don't often offer public
participation. Museums  (unwillingly ~ and
unknowingly) perpetuate an insider-outsider
mentality between thase wha can afford to go
to museums, and those wha can't.
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QUESTION How can a radically inclusive museum

programme be exemplified in the public
interface of the Ditsong National Museum of
Cultural History?

CONC EPT A dissection of the existing museum to achieve

a display of publicness

EXECUTIDN The public interface of the Ditsong National

Museum of Cultural History is adapted into a
public outdoor museum. It features displays of
the museum’s interior and pop-up exhibitions
that become urban-scale participatory
artwarks. The site features a tile-making
studio, from which mosaic pieces are produced
to display public creations.
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= 5 DUTIES OF THE PUBLIC

. : 5 INTERFACES OF URBAN
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INSTANCE H1: ANTI-SITTING DEVICES
CATEGORY: HOSTILE DESIGN

The mini dissertation that this design
proiact fivs into is fllad Exclusionary
public imerfaces in the City of Tsmwane:
two wrban cese studies. The siudy
dacumonts oxclasionary satial messuros
and devices in urban public spaces end
i impact on the publicness of thoss
spaces.

4 contrast s highiighted Betwaen tha caa
in Rabert Sabukwe Strect, Surayside, ard
the clty block thal huses the Ditsang
Watianal Museum of Cuwral Histary,
Presoris Gan.

While bath cases sulfer areatly under the
imasct af esciusiorary spallsl messures
and devices, the publle Uie of Raber
Sobukme Sirest seems to surive. while
Ihat adjsceni la the Ditsong Hational
Museum of Cubiaral Histary is smathered.

N5.2 - NO SEATING PROVIDED ON BARREN INTERFACES

INSTANCE NS: LACK OF SEATING
CATEGORY: NEGLIGENT DESIGN

The romy is that the enclosed srd
monter ed museum ste i, in Tacl, & aublic
area, But, even f ane could dismiss the
fences ard apcurily guards, the Tagade of
the massive museun baiding el
becomes  exclusionary - visually,
programmatically, and financially

H3.1 - LEANING SEATS

INSTANCE H3: UNCOMFORTABLE SEAT HEIGHTS
CATEGORY: HOSTILE DESIGN

H4.1 - CURVED COLUMN BASE

-ahove-mentiened problems and theories

This aroject sims la act a8 an example of
haw the Disong Museum of Culural
Histary could beceme a true facilitator of

spalial democracy, by sllowing lor goad
H4.2 - SLANTED WALL LEDGE democratic spect.  The design is
aoproached through  analysis of the
aspects of gublic interfaces oullined in the

INSTANCE H4: COUNTER-ERGONOMIC INCLINES mini dissertatian.
CATEGORY: HOSTILE DESIGN
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= responsibiiies of the puslic interface of
whan archftecture, whie the discussio
defines the inerface houndaries of the
musaum, s site, and explores thair
failures and successes in each of thass
respansibililies. The design ams fa
consider all of these aspects, and 13
address as many of fhem a possitle, The
fallawing respansibiliies ol the aublic
interface of urban architecture are
dscussad in the mini disserlation, ard
H10.2 - VIEWING TYPOLOGIES considered in this design

INSTANCE H10: SURVEILLANCE CAMERAS
CATEGORY: HOSTILE DESIGN

EXCLUSIONARY SPATIAL MEASURES AND DEVICES -
RESEARCH INTEGRATION
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