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Dr Paul Bartels

Born on the 22nd February 1956, Paul’s journey as a scientist 
and veterinarian started at the University of Stellenbosch, 
where he earned a BSc Degree in 1979.  He completed his 
training as a veterinarian at the Faculty of Veterinary Science in 
1986, where his passion for wildlife and assisted reproduction 
was evident, and obtained an MSc degree from the Mammal 
Research Institute of the University of Pretoria in 1996.  

His career was marked by significant contributions to wildlife 
conservation, biobanking, reproductive science and veterinary 
science.  He was an affiliate of the University of Johannesburg, 
being awarded an Associate Professor post. He worked tirelessly 
at various institutions, including the National Zoo, SANBI, and 
the Smithsonian, and was a collaborator on groundbreaking 
projects at the Wildlife Breeding Centre (WBRC) that he 
established at Pelindaba. 

He was appointed to the Tshwane University of Technology as 
a Senior Lecturer and, latterly, to a research affiliate post with 
Stellenbosch University.

Throughout his career, Paul was well-known within numerous 
conservation hierarchies – overseas zoos such as Toronto 
Zoo and Australia, and actively engaged with the IUCN in 
contributing to the establishment of genome resource banks 
and innovative biobanking techniques. 

His research on double-headed spermatozoa and cloning in 
cattle in 2003 positioned him as a pioneer in South Africa’s 
conservation efforts.

Paul’s legacy is evident in his numerous publications and his 
role as an excellent marketing manager and fundraiser. He was 
instrumental in empowering young conservationists through 
his work with WESSA, where he served as chairman and board 
member, promoting community-led conservation and anti-
poaching initiatives.

His passion extended beyond his professional life; Paul was 
always ready to lend a helping hand and share his knowledge 
with others. He was personable and jovial, building strong 
relationships with students and colleagues alike. His grand 
ideas and innovative approaches, such as lab-grown meat and 
the Nyoka Vulture restaurant, enriched the lives of many.

Paul’s legacy includes the establishment of the SA Biobank 
Network and his involvement in the Leopard Project and 
Magaliesberg conservation efforts. He was also a microlight 
pilot, often seen flying over his farm, where he created an 
airstrip for the community.

He is survived by his partner, Elize Venter and son, and will be 
deeply missed by all who had the privilege of knowing him.

Paul Bartels was more than a colleague; he was a mentor, a 
visionary, and a friend. His passion for life and conservation will 
continue to inspire future generations.   

Richard Burroughs 

It is with profound sadness that we announce 
the passing of Paul Bartels, a dedicated 

veterinarian and conservationist, esteemed 
colleague, and beloved friend, who left us on 3rd 
July 2025. Paul was a remarkable figure in the 

field of conservation, known for his passion, 
innovative ideas, and unwavering commitment 

to wildlife conservation.


