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yYEnI[] (“The afflicted of the flock who are observing me”) in verse 11 is right-dislocated 

for “they” in the subject of the verb conjugation. 

4) Unmarked but cognitively prominent configurations: The macrowords are 

“pasture” in  verses 4 (h[er>, “pasture”), 7 (h[,r>a,w", “and I pastured” twice), and 9 

(h[,r>a, al{, “I will not pasture”), and the names of the staff, ~[;nO (“favor”) and ~ylib.xo 

(“bonds”) (verses 7, 10, and 14). There is contrastiveness between verse 5 and verse 6: 

Their shepherds do not have pity on Yahweh’s people, but now Yahweh will not have 

pity on them. dA[ (“Again”) in verse 15 functions as a focus particle, indicating 

parallelism between tAlq.m; ynEv. yli-xQ;a,w" (“and I took for me two staffs”) in verse 7 and 

yliK. ^l.-xq; (“take for you the equipment”) in verse 15.  

 

3. An analysis of the thematic development and establishment of the theme 

In terms of change in primary topic, this segment is subdivided as follows: 

11:1-6  the word of Yahweh: pasture the flock of the slaughter,  
And the judgment message 

11:7-14  symbolic act of Zechariah to pasture the flock 
11:15-17  Yahweh is raising up a “worthless shepherd”  

(the primary topic is in bold) 

As indicated by one of the macrowords (“pasture” or “shepherd”), this segment 

develops its theme in relation with a “shepherd”, or “pasture.” In verses 4-5, Yahweh 

orders Zechariah to pasture the flock (His people), because the shepherds at that time 

did not do what they should do (verse 5). So Yahweh’s judgment follows (verse 6). In 

verses 7-14 the commandment in verse 4 to pasture the flock was executed by Zechariah 

(verse 7), but it was a failure, because of Israel’s rejection (ybi hl'x]B' ~v'p.n:-~g:w>, “and 

they also detested me” in verse 8). Zechariah finally stopped leading the people (verse 

9) (cf. Klein 2008:333). This rejection is cognitively strengthened by the symbolic act 

of Zechariah to break staffs (verses 10 and 14). The particle “again” in verse 15 with a 

parallelism between “took for me two staffs” in verse 7 and “take for you the equipment 

of a foolish shepherd” in verse 15 signals the development of the new theme. Yahweh is 

raising up a shepherd, who can be identified as “a foolish shepherd” in verse 15 and 

“worthless shepherd” in verse 16. Then the judgment against this shepherd follows 

(verse 17). In this way, all three divisions speak about false shepherds, the miserable 
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destiny of the flock as the result of the false shepherds, and the judgment of the false 

shepherds. Yahweh was willing to pasture his flock, which is indicated by the 

commandment to Zechariah, but it turned out to be a failure, which is also indicated by 

the symbolic act of Zechariah to break the two staffs, “favor” and “bonds”. This pattern 

is repeated and emphasized in last division with a hNEhi clause and a woe oracle. The 

primary topic is Yahweh (in verses 7-14 Zechariah as a representative of Yahweh 

fuctions as a primary topic) and the secondary topic is a shepherd, and the focus content 

is about the judgment as indicated in verses 5 and 6 by contrastiveness. Therefore the 

local theme will be as follows: Yahweh was willing to pasture His flock (His people), 

but leaders who were supposed to play a shepherd role failed, and the judgment 

message follows.  

v. 3 shepherd 
 
v. 4 pasture 
 
v. 5 shepherd do not have pity on them 
 
v. 6 I will not have pity on … 
  I am turning over each into… 
 
v. 7 pasture  favor  bonds 
 
v. 9 will not pasture 
 
 the dying, what is to be destroyed, those who are left over (fronted) 
 
v. 10   favor 
 
v. 11 the afflicted of the flock who are observing me (right-dislocated) 
 
v. 14     bonds 
 
v. 15 again (connecting with v. 6) a shepherd 
 
v. 16  a shepherd 
 
v. 17 a shepherd 
 
 

5.4.5 Summary and comments on Zechariah 9:1-11:17 

The local themes in the larger segment 9:1-11:17 can now be summarized as follows: 

9:1-8  Judgment against the nations 
The eyes of men are looking up to Yahweh  
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while the eyes of Yahweh will be watching and protecting 
9:9-17  Rejoice and Return 

The promise of restoration of Zion by Yahweh  
through “king.” 

10:1-12  Ask from Yahweh.  
He is the only one who will restore  
and make His people strong 

11:1-17  Judgment message to His people and the shepherds  
(their leaders)  

In this larger segment of Zechariah 9:1-11:17 the imperative verbs are likely to lead 

discourse as foreground, in which case, most of the contents of this segments are related 

to Yahweh’s exhortation to Israel. The exhortation part is in the foreground, and the rest 

part in background or supportive line of the exhortation. This larger segment has a 

chiastic structure. The first and last segments are about judgment, first against the 

nations, and then against Israel, especially its leaders. These segments are given as the 

grounds for the exhortation to Israel that are expressed in the second and third segments. 

The second and third segments are centered as the main focus content of the larger 

segment of Zechariah 9:1-11:17. Based on the promise of Yahweh, His people should 

return or ask from Him. Judgement against the nations and the message of judgment to 

His people and leaders is one of the ways of fulfillment of promise of Yahweh.  

 

5.5 Segment Five: Zechariah 12:1-14:21 
As with Zechariah 9:1, this larger segment starts with the expression aF'm;. This larger 

segment has an uncommon feature: “On that day” occurs 17 times. In chapters 12-13 

the expression “on that day” occurs very often. There are several instances where it 

occurs with hy"h'w (((> in Zechariah 12:3, 9; 13:2, 4 to connect the new discourse with the 

preceding discourse as “part of the mainstream events.” It also introduces the “new 

paragraph or sub-paragraph” (Van der Merwe, Naudé and Kroeze 1999:331). Therefore 

hy"h'w> + the temporal phrase (“on that day”) is a discourse marker. According to this 

marker, chapters 12-13 are divided as follows: Zechariah 12:1-8; 12:9-13:1; 13:2-9. In 

13:2-9 this marker occurs twice, but in this case it functions as a sub-division marker, 

because both parts are closely related as indicated by occurrences of macrowords.  

Chapter 14 is introduced with the prominent configuration hNEhi + a noun + a 

participle clause. In comparison with the preceding discourses with “on that day,” it is 
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prominent. From a long-perspective on the text, chapter 14 is a larger thematic unit, 

which is subdivided into several smaller units. Sub-thematic units of chapter 14 are 

divided by marked configurations or unmarked configurations such as signals of 

thematic shifts of the macroword or by linguistic markers. The unit of Zechariah 14:6-

12 starts with hy"h'w> + the temporal clause (“on that day”), which signals the connection 

with the preceding discourse, and introduces the new development or new aspect of the 

theme. In the subsequent section, various aspect of “on that day” are introduced. The 

unit of Zechariah 14:12-15 starts with the cataphoric expression “this”, followed by its 

references. The Zechariah 14:16-21 unit has no obvious marker, but it starts with hy"h'w> 

clause. As indicated by its macroword this unit develops a different theme from the 

preceding segments. In this respect Zechariah 14:16-21 is a thematic unit. Therefore 

chapter 14 is divided as follows: 1) Zechariah 14:1-5; 2) 14:6-11; 3) 14:12-15; 4) 14:16-

21. 

 

5.5.1 Zechariah 12:1-8 

aF'm; 1 1. An oracle, 

laer"f.yI-l[; hw"hy>-rb;d> the word of Yahweh concerning Israel, 

~yIm;v' hj,nO hw"hy>-~aun> declares Yahweh, who stretched out heaven,

#r<a' dseyOw> and founded the earth, 

p ABr>qiB. ~d"a'-x;Wr rceyOw> and formed the spirit of man in his midst. 

hNEhi 2 2. Look! 

l[;r:-@s; ~Øil;v'Wry>-ta, ~f' ykinOa'
bybis' ~yMi[;h'-lk'l.

I will make Jerusalem a cup of staggering 
for all the surrounding peoples, 

  hy<h.yI hd"Why>-l[; ~g:w>
~Øil'v'Wry>-l[; rAcM'b;

and the siege against Jerusalem  will also 
be against Judah . 

~Øil;v'Wry>-ta, ~yfia' aWhh;-~AYb; hy"h'w> 3

~yMi[;h'-lk'l. hs'm'[]m; !b,a,
3. And on that day, I will make Jerusalem a 
burdensome stone to all the peoples, 

WjrEF'yI jArf' h'ys,m.[o-lK' all who load it will be badly injured 

#r<a'h' yyEAG lKo h'yl,[' Wps.a,n<w> and all the nations of the land will gather 
against her. 

hw"hy>-~aun> aWhh; ~AYB; 4 4. On that day, declares Yahweh, 

!AhM'TiB; sWs-lk' hK,a; I will strike every horse with fright, 

!A[G"ViB; Abk.row> and its rider with madness, 

yn:y[e-ta, xq;p.a, hd"Why> tyBe-l[;w> and on the house of Judah I will open my 
eyes, 

 
 
 

 

©©  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  PPrreettoorriiaa  

 



 

 202

!ArW"[iB; hK,a; ~yMi[;h' sWs lkow> and every horse of the peoples I will strike 
with blindness. 

~B'liB. hd"Why> ypeLua; Wrm.a'w> 5 5. Then leaders of Judah will say in their 
heart, 

hw"hyB; ~Øil;v'Wry> ybev.yO yli hc'm.a;
~h,yhel{a/ tAab'c.

“the inhabitants of Jerusalem are strength to 
me, in Yahweh of Hosts, their God.” 

hd"Why> ypeLua;-ta, ~yfia' aWhh; ~AYB; 6

rymi['B. vae dyPil;k.W ~yci[eB. vae rAYkiK.
6. On that day, I will make the leaders of 
Judah like a basin of fire among trees, and 
like a torch of fire in sheaf, 

lwamof.-l[;w> !ymiy"-l[; Wlk.a'w>
bybis' ~yMi[;h'-lK'-ta,

and they will consume all the peoples 
around them on the right and on the left 

p ~Øil'v'WryBi h'yT,x.T; dA[ ~Øil;v'Wry> hb'v.y"w> and Jerusalem will be inhabited again in her 
place in Jerusalem. 

hn"voarIB' hd"Why> yleh\a'-ta, hw"hy> [:yviAhw> 7 7. Yahweh will save the tents of Judah first,

dywID"-tyBe tr<a,p.Ti lD:g>ti-al{ ![;m;l.
hd"Why>-l[; ~Øil;v'Wry> bveyO tr<a,p.tiw

so that the glory of the house of David and 
the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
may not be greater than that of Judah. 

~Øil;v'Wry> bveAy d[;B. hw"hy> !gEy" aWhh; ~AYB; 8 8. On that day, Yahweh will defend the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, 

dywId"K. aWhh; ~AYB; ~h,B' lv'k.NIh; hy"h'w and the stumbling among them will be like 
David, on that day, 

%a;l.m;K. ~yhil{aKe dywID" tybeW
~h,ynEp.li hw"hy>

and the house of David (will be) like God, 
like the messenger of Yahweh before them. 

 

1. Boundaries of the segment 

As in 9:1, a larger segment starts here with the word aF'm;, which seems to cover 

chapters 12-14. In this segment, the series of nominal phrases in verse 1 indicate its 

presentational function. The hNEhi + a pronoun + a participle clause in verse 2 indicates 

the development of the new theme that reports a new event or a new scene. Since 

Zechariah 12:9 starts with hy"h'w> + a temporal phrase, which signal the beginning of a 

new aspect of the theme, Zechariah 12:1-8 is a thematic unit.  

 

2. Identification of potential theme traces 

1) Topics: “Yahweh” in verse 1 is resuppposed from the preceding segment 

(11:15), and repeatedly reactivated in the subsequent section (verses 2-8), and thus 

functions as a primary topic. Verses 2-8 is in the predicate-focus structure with a 

thematic unity in which Yahweh functions as the primary topic, referred to ykinOa' (“I”) 

in an explicit pronoun (verse 2) and in a form of the subject in verb conjugation (~yfia', 
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“I will make” in verse 3, hK,a;, “I will strike” and xq;p.a,, “I will open” in verse 4, ~yfia', 

“I will make” in verse 6), and renominalized as “Yahweh.” 

2) Focus structures: The hNEhi + a pronoun + a participle clause in verse 2 

indicates the development of a new theme that reports a new event or a new scene, and 

the phrase l[;r:-@s; ~Øil;v'Wry>-ta, ~f' ykinOa' (“I am making Jerusalem a cup of staggering 

…”) is in focus by the sentence-focus structure.  

3) Syntactically marked configurations: hd"Why>-l[; (“Against Judah”) in verse 2 

is fronted, and hc'm.a; (“strength”) in verse 5 is fronted. There is a focus particle ~g: in 

verse 2. In verse 4, hd"Why> tyBe-l[;w> (“and on the house of Judah”) and ~yMi[;h' sWs lkow> 

(“and every horse of the people”) are fronted.  

4) Unmarked but cognitively prominent configurations: ABr>qiB. ~d"a'-x;Wr rceyOw 

#r<a' dseyOw> ~yIm;v' hj,nO (“Who stretches out heaven… in his midst”) in verse 1 is 

modifying “Yahweh” through its end-weight, and thus Yahweh is cognitively stressed 

by the series of participle clauses. The information in these modifying clauses is newly 

asserted in the book of Zechariah. Therefore this segment starts with a new aspect of the 

aF'm; (“oracle”) and of “the word of Yahweh” in 12:1. The macroword is “Jerusalem” 

which is repeated in verses 2, 3, 5, and 6; aWhh;-~AYb; (“on that day”) occurs often 

throughout chapters 12-13 (verses 3, 4, 6, and 8 especially in this segment). There is 

contrastiveness in verse 4 between the promise to the house of Judah and the judgment 

on the peoples. 

 

3. An analysis of the thematic development and establishment of the theme 

“Yahweh” is introduced as Creator in verse 1 as emphasized by the end-weight clauses. 

The reason why Yahweh is introduced as Creator is likely that the Creator of this world 

can also assure that the promise given by Him will be surely fulfilled. “Yahweh” as the 

primary topic functions as a trace to maintain thematic unity in this segment. Verses 2-9 

is in the predicate-focus structure, describing what Yahweh or “I” as the primary topic 

does as the focus content. By the sentence-focus structure, “Jerusalem” in verse 2 is in 

focus and therefore prominent. In the subsequent discourse it occurs repeatedly as the 

macroword. The focus content is mainly about Jerusalem and sometimes about Judah. 
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In verses 2-3 (verses in parallel) it is asserted that Jerusalem will be made l[;r:-@s; (“a 

cup of staggering”) or hs'm'[]m; !b,a, (“a burdensome stone”). to Jerusalem it is a blessing 

but to the nations it is retribution. In verse 4 the judgment of Yahweh as a warrior is 

introduced. In the following verse, there is a shift from Yahweh’s judgment as warrior, 

to the private thoughts about the victory in verses 4. In the subsequent discourse, the 

blessings of Jerusalem occur repeatedly, in which predicate verbs reveal what Yahweh 

will do (“save” in verse 7, and “defend” in verse 8). In this way, the primary topic is 

Yahweh and the secondary topic is Jerusalem. The focus content is Jerusalem as “a cup 

of staggering” to all the people. Thus the local theme is that Yahweh will make strong 

Jerusalem by making her “a cup of staggering” to all the people.  

 
v. 1 Yahweh who stretches…in his midst (end-weight for “Yahweh”) 
 
vv. 2-9  predicate-focus structure (Yahweh or “I” as a primary topic) 
  (make Jerusalem a cup of staggering, strike, save, defend) 
 
v. 2 against Judah (fronted) 
 

Jerusalem   Jerusalem 
 
v. 3 Jerusalem 
 
v. 4 on the house of Judah I will open my eyes 
 
  every horse of the people I will strike with blindness 
 
v. 5 Jerusalem  strength (fronted) 
 
v. 6 Jerusalem   Jerusalem 
 
v. 7 Jerusalem 
 
 

5.5.2 Zechariah 12:9-13:1 

dymiv.h;l. vQeb;a] aWhh; ~AYB; hy"h'w> 9

~yIAGh;-lK'-ta,
9. And on that day, I will seek to destroy all 
the nations 

~Øil'v'Wry>-l[; ~yaiB'h; who come against Jerusalem. 

bveAy l[;w> dywID" tyBe-l[; yTik.p;v'w> 10

~ynIWnx]t;w> !xe x:Wr ~Øil;v'Wry>
10. But I will pour out on the house of 
David, and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
a spirit of grace and petition, 

Wrq'D"-rv,a] tae yl;ae WjyBihiw> and they will look unto me whom they 
pierced, 
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dyxiY"h;-l[; dPes.miK. wyl'[' Wdp.s'w> and they will mourn for him like mourning 
over the only one, 

rAkB.h;-l[; rmeh'K. wyl'[' rmeh'w> and be bittering for him like bitterness144 
over the first-born. 

~Øil;v'WryBi dPes.Mih; lD:g>yI aWhh; ~AYB; 11

!ADgIm. t[;q.biB. !AMrI-d>d:h] dP;s.miK
11. On that day, the mourning will be great 
in Jerusalem like the mourning of 
Hadadrimmon in the plain of Megiddo. 

db'l. tAxP'v.mi tAxP'v.mi #r<a'h' hd"p.s'w> 12 12. And the land will mourn every family 
by itself. 

db'l. ~h,yven>W db'l. dywID"-tyBe tx;P;v.mi
db'l. ~h,yven>W db'l. !t'n"-tyBe tx;P;v.mi

The family of the house of David by itself, 
and their wives by themselves, the family of 
Nathan’s house by itself, and their wives by 
themselves. 

db'l. ~h,yven>W db'l. ywIle-tyBe tx;P;v.mi 13

db'l. ~h,yven>W db'l. y[im.Vih; tx;P;v.mi
13. The family of the house of Levi by 
itself, and their wives by themselves, the 
family of Shime by itself, and their wives by 
themselves. 

txoP'v.mi tAra'v.NIh; tAxP'v.Mih; lKo 14

s db'l. ~h,yven>W db'l. txoP'v.mi
14. All the families that are left, every 
family byt itself, and their wives by 
themselves. 

aWhh; ~AYB; 13:1 13:1. On that day, 

tybel. xT'p.nI rAqm' hy<h.yI 
hD"nIl.W taJ;x;l. ~Øil'v'Wry> ybev.yOl.W dywID

there will be a fountain opened to the house 
of David, and to the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem for sin and for purity. 

 

1. Boundaries of the segment 

This segment starts with hy"h'w> + a temporal phrase, which signals the beginning of the 

new aspect of the theme. The content of the initial sentence is about the destruction of 

all the nations for Jerusalem, and thus it is closely related to the preceding segment, in 

which the local theme is about Jerusalem that Yahweh will make “a cup of staggering” 

against the nations. However, this initial sentence in this segment (Zech 12:9) connects 

with the preceding segment on one hand, and signals the new aspect of what Yahweh 

will do for Jerusalem, on the other hand.145 The next segment starts with hy"h'w> + a 

                                                 
144 meaning “as one weeps bitterly.” 
145 In this respect, Zech 12:9 functions as a transition between 12:1-8 and 12:10-13:1. Redditt  

(1995:105; 2008:334) considers that 12:9 belongs to the preceding part (12:1-9). However, this study 
proposes that based on the knowledge of foreground and background (see chapter), the manlines 
(foreground) are in 12:1, 2, 12:9-10, and 13:2 with supportive lines (background) between the mainlines, 
and thus that 12:9-10 with 12:9 as a transitional verse functions as the mainlines and the following parts 
as the supportive lines. These following parts consist of two set of sentences starting an adverbial phrase 
(“on that day”). 
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temporal phrase that indicates the development of new aspect as in this segment. 

Therefore, Zechariah 12:9-13:1 is a thematic unit.  

 

2. Identification of potential theme traces 

1) Topics: “Yahweh” from the preceding discourse in verse 8, is still reactivated 

as the subject in verb conjugation (“I”) or pronominal suffixes in prepositional phrases 

(“me” or “him”) in verses 9 (vQeb;a], “I will seek”) and 10 (yTik.p;v'w>, “and I will pour 

out”), functioning as the primary topic. dywID" tyBe (“The house of David”), and ~Øil;v'Wry> 

bveAy (“the inhabitants of Jerusalem”) are also reactivated from the preceding discourse 

(verses 7 and 8), and still activated repeatedly as the subjects in verb conjugation 

(“they”) in verse 10 (WjyBihiw>, “and they will look”) and as #r<a'h' (“the land”) (verse 12) 

that is elaborated by right-dislocation construction in verses 12-14 (see 2) below), 

functioning as the secondary topics.  

2) Focus structures: There are the sentence-focus structures in verse 10, which 

are newly asserted information, and the entire sentences are in focus: ~ynIWnx]t;w> !xe x:Wr 

… yTik.p;v'w> (“but I will pour out … a spirit of grace and petition”), and Wrq'D" (“they 

pierced”). This new information is related to the macroword “mourn” (Wdp.s'w>, “and they 

will mourn” in verse 10, dPes.Mih;, “the mourning” and dP;s.miK., “like the mourning” in 

verse 11, and #r<a'h' hd"p.s'w>, “and the land will mourn” in verse 12) which carries the 

theme, and continues to be relate to rAqm' (“a fountain”) in 13:1, in that “mourning” is 

the act of cleanness or repentance and the “fountain” is for sin and purity.  

3) Syntactically marked configurations: In verses 12-14, tAxP'v.mi tAxP'v.mi 

(“every family”), dywID"-tyBe tx;P;v.mi (“the family of the house of David”), … and 

tAxP'v.Mih; lKo (“all the families”) are right-dislocated for #r<a'h' (“the land”) in verse 12, 

and elaborates “the land.” 

4) Unmarked but cognitively prominent configurations: There are repeated end-

weights in verses 12-14. Following the sentence db'l. tAxP'v.mi tAxP'v.mi #r<a'h' hd"p.s'w> 

(“and the land will mourn every family apart”) in verse 12, db'l. tAxP'v.mi tAxP'v.mi 

(“every family apart”) is specified in the subsequent clauses, to emphasize the all-
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including mourning everywhere. The macroword “mourn” occurs repeatedly in verses 

10-12.  

 

3. An analysis of the thematic development and establishment of the theme 

In verse 10 there are focal elements, which are not presupposed in the discourse of the 

preceding segments, and which supply newly asserted information (sentence-focus 

structures): “But I will pour out… a spirit of grace and petition” and “they pierced.” 

Verse 10 asserts that after Yahweh will pour out “a spirit of grace and petition” on the 

house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, they will look unto Yahweh, and 

mourn for him. The pouring out “a spirit of grace and petition” is related to the people’s 

mourning. Between the pouring out and the mourning, there is the other focal 

expression Wrq'D"-rv,a] tae yl;ae (“to me whom they pierced”). Without further 

development in the following it is difficult to identify or specify the “they pierced,” but 

though speculative, it is likely that the people’s mourning is related to their piercing 

Yahweh (referred to as “me” in verse 10). The macroword “mourn” is stressed by end-

weight in verses12-14, and connected to “a fountain” in 13:1, which functions as 

cleansing of sin and impurity.  

“Yahweh” is the primary topic and “the house of David”, and “the inhabitant of 

Jerusalem” are the secondary topics. The focus content in this segment is “mourning”, 

which is also connected to pouring out “a spirit of grace and petition” and “a fountain.” 

Thus the local theme is that Yahweh will make Jerusalem clean and pure by pouring out 

“a spirit of grace and petition” and making her “mourning.” 

 
v. 10 I (Yahweh)  

house of David, the inhabitant of Jerusalem  
but I will pour out… a spirit of grace and petition  they pierced  

 
    mourn     mourning 
 
v.11     mourning  mourning 
 
v. 12    mourn 
 
v. 12-14 every family, the family of the hourse od David, …. All the families 

(right-dislocated for “the land”) 
 
13:1  a fountain 
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5.5.3 Zechariah 13:2-9 

tAab'c. hw"hy> ~aun> aWhh; ~AYb; hy"h'w> 2 2. And on that day, declares Yahweh of 
Hosts, 

#r<a'h'-!mi ~yBic;[]h' tAmv.-ta, tyrIk.a; I will cut off the names of the idols from the 
land, 

dA[ Wrk.Z"yI al{w> and they will not be remembered again, 

x:Wr-ta,w> ~yaiybiN>h;-ta, ~g:w>
#r<a'h'-!mi rybi[]a; ha'm.Juh;

and also the prophets, and the unclean spirit 
I will take away from the land. 

dA[ vyai abeN"yI-yKi hy"h'w> 3 3. When one prophecies again, 

wyd"l.yO AMaiw> wybia' wyl'ae Wrm.a'w> his father and his mother who bore him will 
say to him, 

hy<x.ti al{ “you shall not live, 

hw"hy> ~veB. T'r>B;DI rq,v, yKi because a lie you have spoken in the name 
of Yahweh, 

wyd"l.yO AMaiw> Whybia' WhrUq'd>W and his father and his mother who bore him 
will pierce him 

Aab.N"hiB. when he prophecies. 

aWhh; ~AYB; hy"h'w> 4 4. And on that day, 

AnyOz>x,me vya.i ~yaiybiN>h; WvboyE every prophet will be ashamed of his vision 

 Ataob.N"hiB. when he prophecizes, 

vxeK; ![;m;l. r['fe tr<D<a; WvB.l.yI al{w> and they will not put on a hairy robe to 
deceive. 

ykinOa' aybin" al{ rm;a'w> 5 5. And he will say, “I am not a prophet, 

ykinOa' hm'd"a] dbe[o-vyai a tiller of the ground I am. 

yr"W[N>mi ynIn:q.hi ~d"a' yKi For a man bought me for ground since my 
youth. 

^yd<y" !yBe hL,aeh' tAKM;h; hm' wyl'ae rm;a'w> 6 6. And one will say to him, “what (are) 
these wounds between your hands?” 

s yb'h]a;m. tyBe ytiyKehu rv,a] rm;a'w> then he will answer, “I was wounded in the 
house of my friends. 

ytiymi[] rb,G<-l[;w> y[iro-l[; yrIW[ br<x, 7 7. Sword, awake against my shepherd, and 
against the man, my fellow. 

h[,roh'-ta, %h; tAab'c. hw"hy> ~aun> Declares Yahweh of Hosts, “strike the 
shepherd, 

!aCoh; !'yc,Wpt.W and the sheep will be scattered. 

~yrI[]Coh;-l[; ydIy" ytibovih]w: And I will turn back my hand against the 
little ones. 

hw"hy>-~aun> #r<a'h'-lk'b. hy"h'w> 8 8. In all the land, declares Yahweh, 

W[w"g>yI Wtr>K'yI HB' ~yIn:v.-yPi two thirds in it will be cut off, and perish, 

HB' rt,W"yI tyviliV.h;w> but a third will be left in it. 

vaeB' tyviliV.h;-ta, ytiabehew> 9 9. I will bring the third into the fire, 

@s,K,h;-ta, @roc.Ki ~yTip.r:c.W and refine them like the refining of silver, 
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bh'Z"h;-ta, !xob.Ki ~yTin>x;b.W and test them like testing of gold. 

ymiv.bi ar"q.yI aWho They will call on my name, 

Ata hn<[/a, ynIa]w: and I will answer it, 

aWh yMi[; yTir>m;a' I will say, “they are my people.” 

s yh'l{a/ hw"hy> rm;ayO aWhw And they will say, “Yahweh (is) my God.” 

 

1. Boundaries of the segment 

This segment starts with hy"h'w> + the temporal phrase (aWhh; ~AYb;, “on that day”), which 

functions as connector to the preceding discourse, and signals the development of the 

new theme. In this segment hy"h'w> + the temporal phrase (“on that day”) occurs twice, but 

the second occurrence does not seem to indicate a new division. It connects the 

expansion of “the prophets” in the following verses with the preceding discourse on 

“the prophets.” The following segment introduces a new referent through the sentence-

focus structure. Therefore, this segment is a thematic unit.  

In this segment the expression declareshw"hy>-~aun> (“declares Yahweh”) occurs 

three times (verses 2, 7, and 8). Wherever this expression occurs, there is a shift. Based 

on this observation, this segment is divided in the following subdivisions: 1) Zechariah 

13:2-6; 2) 13:7; 3) 13:8-9. 

 

2. Identification of potential theme traces 

1) Topics: “Yahweh” is the primary topic. “Yahweh” is presupposed from the 

preceding segment (“I” in a form of the subject in verb conjugation) and becomes active 

in verse 2, and pronominalized as the subject in verb conjugation (“I”) in verses 2 

(tyrIk.a;, “I will cut off” and rybi[]a;, “I will take away”) (twice), 7 (ytibovih]w:, “and I will 

turn back”), and 9 (ytiabehew>, “and I will bring”, hn<[/a, ynIa]w:, “and I will answer”, and 

yTir>m;a', “I will say”), as pronominal suffixes with nouns (“my”) in verses 7 (y[iro, “my 

shepherd”, ytiymi[], “my fellow”, and ydIy", “my hand”) and 9 (ymiv.bi, “on my name”, and 

yMi[, “my people”). ~yBic;[]h' tAmv. (“The names of the idols”) in verse 2 is not 

presupposed and newly asserted information, and thus can be a focal element, and it is 

also pronominalized as the subject in verb conjugation (Wrk.Z"yI al{w, “and they will not be 

remembered”) and is thus discourse active. In the same verse, ha'm.Juh; x:Wr-ta,w> 
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~yaiybiN>h; (“the prophets and the unclean spirit”) is newly asserted information as the 

other focal element. ~yaiybiN>h; (“The prophets”) is reactivated in the subsequent discourse 

up to verse 6. Therefore this new information is in focus and thematic. In that “the 

names of the idols” in verse 2 and “the prophets and the unclean spirit” in verse 2 are 

focal element and reactivated repeatedly in the subsequent discourse, both of them are 

the secondary topics. 

2) Focus structures: “The prophets and the unclean spirit” is in focus by the 

unmarked argument-focus structure as follows:  

I will cut off the names of the idols 
I will also take away the prophets and the spirit of uncleanness  

In verse 6 hm' (“what”) introduces the argument-focus structure, and hL,aeh' 

tAKM;h; (“these wounds”) are identified in verse 6b as yb'h]a;m. tyBe ytiyKehu (“I was 

wounded in the house of my friends”). 

3) Syntactically marked configurations: “The prophets” and “the unclean spirit” 

in verse 2 are fronted. aWho (“he”)146 and ynIa]w (“and I”) in verse 9 are explicit pronouns. 

The focus particle ~g: functions as emphasis on the “the prophets” in verse 2. rq,v, (“A 

lie”) in verse 3 is fronted. 

4) Unmarked but cognitively prominent configurations: Predicate verbs with the 

primary topic “Yahweh” (referred to as “I” or “he”) are similar repeated expressions: 

“cut off” and “take away” in verse 2 (tyrIk.a;, “I will cut off” and rybi[]a;, “I will take 

away”); “awake”, “strike”, and “turn back” in verse 7 (yrIW[, “awake”, %h;, “strike” and 

ytibovih]w:, “and I will turn back”); “cut off” and “perish” in verse 8 (Wtr>K'yI, “It will be cut 

off” and W[w"g>yI, “it will perish”). “On that day” in verse 4 signals a thematic 

development. “The prophets” are reactivated in verses 4-6, to add newly asserted 

information as focal elements. The prophetic formula tAab'c. hw"hy> ~aun> (“declares 

Yahweh of Hosts”) functions here as the emphasized signal of thematic shift or 

development. It occurs three times in this segment (verses 2, 7, and 8).  

 

 

 
                                                 

146 It can be translated here as “they” considering the context where the word is used. 
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3. An analysis of the thematic development and establishment of the theme 

Centering on the expression hw"hy> ~aun> (“declares Yahweh”), this segment is divided as 

follows: 1) Zechariah 13:2-6; 2) 13:7; 3) 13:8-9. 

In the first subdivision (Zech 3:2-6), “the names of the idols” in verse 2 is in 

focus together with “the prophets and the unclean spirit” parallel with it. Both are in 

focus by the argument-focus structure, and are identified with one another. The last two 

are prominent by fronting with the emphasis of the focus particle, and continuously 

reactivated and thus cognitively prominent up to verse 6. The unit of verses 3-6 adds 

newly asserted information about the false prophets. “A lie” in verse 3 is fronted to 

signal the emphasis of their lie. In the second subdivision (Zech 13:7), the identity of 

shepherd is arguable. Possibly there is a shift of the object of judgment, or shepherd is 

an all-including term for the leaders, in which case it includes the false prophets. Either 

way, there is a shift in the second subdivision. The judgment message to the false 

prophets in verse 2 is expanded in the following. The second subdivision applies the 

judgment message to the shepherd in particular. The third subdivision (Zech 13:8-9) 

applies the judgment message to more general people “in all the land” (verses 8-9). In 

the conclusion of this segment, there are marked configurations that emphasize the 

relationship between Yahweh and His people: “THEY” will call me and “I” will answer, 

and THEY are my people, and THEY shall say, “Yahweh is my God.” In this segment, 

“Yahweh” (verse 2) is the primary topic with “the names of the idols” (verse 2) and the 

false “prophets” (verse 2) as secondary topics. The focus content is the judgment 

message as indicated by the marcowords (cut off, take away, awake, strike, and perish), 

and emphasized by the prophetic formula, “declares Yahweh.” But after the 

chastisement there will be a blessing and restoration of the rest: they are Yahweh’s 

people”, and Yahweh is their God. The local theme is that after Yawheh makes a 

judgement against “the names of the idols” and “the prophets and the unclean spirit”, 

there will be a blessing and restoration of His people.  
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v. 2 the names of the idols 
 
 cut off  take away 
 
 also (focus particle)  “the prophets, and the unclean spirit” (fronted) 
 
v. 3 a lie (fronted) 
 
v. 4 “the prophets will be ashamed” 
 
v. 6 what  I was wounded in the house of my dear ones 
 
v. 7 awake  strike 
 
v. 8 cut off  perish 
 
v. 9 they (explicit pronoun)  I (explicit pronoun) 
  they (explicit pronoun)  they (explicit pronoun) 
 

5.5.4 Zechariah 14:1-21 

As mentioned above in the introduction to the larger segment Zechariah 12:1-14:21, 

based on signals of thematic shift by macrowordd or some linguistic markers, chapter 

14 is divided as follows: 1) Zechariah 14:1-5; 2) 14:6-11; 3) 14:12-15; 4) 14:16-21. 

 

5.5.4.1 Zechariah 14:1-5 

hNEhi 1 1. Look! 

hw"hyl; aB'-~Ay A day is coming for Yahweh 

%Ber>qiB. %lel'v. qL;xuw> when your spoil will be divided among you.

~Øil;v'Wry>-la, ~yIAGh;-lK'-ta, yTip.s;a'w> 2

hm'x'l.Mil
2. And I will gather all the nations to 
Jerusalem for battle, 

ry[ih' hd"K.l.nIw> and the city will be captured 

~yTiB'h; WSv;n"w> and the houses will be plundered, 

hn"l.g:V'Ti ~yviN"h;w> and the women will be raped, 

hl'AGB; ry[ih' ycix] ac'y"w> and half of the people will go into the exile, 

ry[ih'-!mi trEK'yI al{ ~['h' rt,y<w> and the rest of the people will not be cut off 
from the city. 

hw"hy> ac'y"w> 3 3. Then Yahweh will go out, 

~AyK. ~heh' ~yIAGB; ~x;l.nIw> 
br"q. ~AyB. Amx]L'h

and fight against those nations like the day 
of his fighting in the day of battle. 

~ytiZEh; rh;-l[; aWhh;-~AYB; wyl'g>r: Wdm.['w> 4 4. And his feet will stand on that day, upon 
the mountain of Olives 

~d<Q,mi ~Øil;v'Wry> ynEP.-l[; rv,a that (is) before Jerusalem at the east, 
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hM'y"w" hx'r"z>mi Ayc.x,me ~ytiyZEh; rh; [q;b.nIw>
daom. hl'AdG> ayGE

and the mountain of Olives will be cleft in 
half from east, and to west, a very great 
valley. 

hB'g>n<-Ayc.x,w> hn"Apc' rh'h' ycix] vm'W And half of the mountain will be removed 
to the north, and half of it to the south. 

yr:h'-ayGE ~T,s.n:w> 5 5. And you will flee the valley of my 
mountains. 

lc;a'-la, ~yrIh'-yGE [:yGIy:-yKi For the valley of the mountains will reach to 
Azal, 

~T,s.n:w> and you will flee  

hY"ZI[u ymeyBi v[;r:h' ynEP.mi ~T,s.n: rv,a]K;
hd"Why>-%l,m,

as you fled from the quake, in the days of 
Uzziah king of Judah. 

yh;l{a/ hw"hy> ab'W Then Yahweh my God will come 

%M'[i ~yvidoq.-lK' and all the holy ones (are) with you. 

 

1. Boundaries of the segment 

The hNEhi + a noun + a participle signals the development of the new theme, or the scene. 

The repetition of ~ytiZEh; rh; (“the mountain of olives”) in verse 4 and the descriptions of 

the battle image with expressions  like “capture” and “plunder” in verse 2 (ry[ih' 

hd"K.l.nIw>, “and the city will be captured” and ~yTiB'h; WSv;n"w>, “and the houses will be 

plundered”), “fight” and “battle” in verse 3 (~x;l.nIw>, “and he will fight” and br"q., 

“battle”), and “stand” in verse 4 (wyl'g>r: Wdm.['w>, “and his feet will stand”) scetches the 

image of Yahweh as a warrior. In considering this similar image and thematic unity 

within this segment, it is likely that this segment is a thematic unit. 

 

2. Identification of potential theme traces 

1) Topics: “Yahweh” is presupposed from the preceding segment (referred to as 

“I” in a form of the subject in verb conjugation), becomes active in verse 1, repeatedly 

reactivated in this segment, and thus the primary topic. “Yahweh” is pronominalized as 

the subject in verb conjugation (“I”) in verses 2 (yTip.s;a'w>, “and I will gather”) and as 

pronominal suffix with nouns (“his”) in verses 3 (Amx]L'hi, “his fighting”) and 4 (wyl'g>r:, 

“his feet”), and renominalized in verses 3 and 5. ~yIAGh;-lK' (“All the nations”) in verse 2 

as the object of Yahweh’s gathering, and ~ytiZEh; rh; (“the moutain of Olives”) in verse 4 

as the place where Yawheh will stand on that day are the secondary topics. “All the 
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nations” is reactivated as ~heh' ~yIAGB; (“against those nations”) in verse 3. “The 

mountian of Olives” is renominalized in the same verse, and referred to as 

“mountain(s)” in verses 4 and 5.   

2) Focus structures: The hNEhi + a noun + a participle clause signals that hw"hyl; 

aB'-~Ay (“a day is coming for Yahweh”) stands in focus by sentence-focus structure that 

reports the new referent or scene. Yahweh is reactivated repeatedly as the primary topic 

in the unit up to its end in verse 5.  

3) Syntactically marked configurations: ~['h' rt,y<w> (“and the rest of the people”) 

in verse 2 is fronted.  

4) Unmarked but cognitively prominent configurations: “The mountain of 

Olives” is modified by a relative clause, and it is still active and newly asserted 

information is added to it to indicate the theme. aB' (“Coming”) in the participle clause 

in verse 1 is repeated in verse 5 (yh;l{a/ hw"hy> ab'W, “and Yahweh my God will come). The 

repetition of the macroword functions as emphasis on the impending advent of Yahweh. 

ry[ih'-!mi trEK'yI al{ ~['h' rt,y<w> … ~yTiB'h; WSv;n"w> ry[ih' hd"K.l.nIw> (“and the city will be 

captured… and the rest of the people will not be cut off from the city”) in verse 2 is 

added description as end-weight to hm'x'l.Mil; (“for battle”).   

 

3. An analysis of the thematic development and establishment of the theme 

The hNEhi + a noun + a participle clause indicates “a day is coming for Yahweh” stands 

in focus by the sentence-focus structure. Therefore, this segment is about the coming of 

the day of Yahweh, but in the end of this segment, this assertion is repeated: yh;l{a/ hw"hy> 

ab'W (“and Yahweh, my God will come”). The words or images in relation with war, 

introducing Yahweh as warrior, keep appearing in this segment with Yahweh as the 

primary topic who plays a significant role in the war. Therefore, the focus content of 

this segment is the proclamation of Yahweh that is coming as a warrior. Yahweh is the 

primary topic with “all the nations” and “mountains of Olives” as the secondary topics. 

The local theme is as follows: Yahweh will come as a warrior on that day to gather “all 

the nations” and stand on “the mountains of Olives.” 
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v. 1 a day is coming for Yahweh 
 
v. 2  the city will be captured… will not be cut off from the city  

(end-weight for battle) 
 
    plunder 
v. 3 fight  fighting  battle 
 
v. 4 stand  the mountain of Olives 
 
v. 5 Yahweh my God will come 
 
 

5.5.4.2 Zechariah 14:6-11 
rAa hy<h.yI-al{ aWhh; ~AYB; hy"h'w> 6 6. And on that day, there will be no light, 

!WaP.q.yI tArq'y> the splendid ones will condense.147 

aWh dx'a,-~Ay hy"h'w> 7 7. And there will be one day. 

hw"hyl; [d:W"yI It is known to Yahweh. 

hl'y>l'-al{w> ~Ay-al{ (It will be) neither day nor night, 

rAa-hy<h.yI br<[,-t[el. hy"h'w> and during evening-time, there will be light.

aWhh; ~AYB; hy"h'w> 8 8. And on that day, 

~Y"h;-la, ~y"c.x, ~Øil;v'Wrymi ~yYIx;-~yIm; Wac.yE
!Arx]a;h' ~Y"h;-la, ~y"c.x,w> ynIAmd>Q;h; 

living water will flow from Jerusalem, half 
of them to the eastern sea, and other half to 
the western sea, 

hy<h.yI @r<xob'W #yIQ;B; in summer and in winter it will be so. 

#r<a'h'-lK'-l[; %l,m,l. hw"hy> hy"h'w> 9 9. And Yahweh will be king over all the 
land, 

dx'a, Amv.W dx'a, hw"hy> hy<h.yI aWhh; ~AYB; on that day, there will be one Yahweh and  
only His name. 

!AMrIl. [b;G<mi hb'r"[]K' #r<a'h'-lK' bASyI 10

~Øil'v'Wry> bg<n<
10. All the land will change like the plain. 
From Geba to Rimmon, south of Jerusalem.

h'yT,x.t; hb'v.y"w> hm'a]r"w> And she148 will rise and dwell in her place, 

AvarIh' r[;v; ~Aqm.-d[; !miy"n>Bi r[;V;mil.
laen>n:x] lD:g>miW ~yNIPih; r[;v;-d[;

%l,M,h; ybeq.yI d[;

from the gate of Benjamin to the place of 
the first gate, unto the corner gate, and from 
the tower of Hananeel, up to the wine-press 
of the king. 

Hb' Wbv.y"w> 11 11. And they will dwell in it, 

dA[-hy<h.yI al{ ~r<xew> and there will be no destruction again, 

xj;b,l' ~Øil;v'Wry hb'v.y"w> and Jerusalem will dwell peacefully. 

 

                                                 
147 NIV and ESV follow the Greek reading and thus translate it as “cold and frost.” The literal 

reading is suggested to denote the diminishment of light (sunlight and moonlight) (cf. CSB and NAS) 
148 meaning “Jerusalem.” 
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1. Boundaries of the segment 

The hy"h'w> + a temporal phrase connects this segment with the preceding discourse, and 

introduces a new thematic or scenic development. This segment continues to speak 

about aWhh; ~AYB; (“on that day”), but a new aspect of “that day” is introduced. In verse 

8 the same configuration occurs with hy"h'w> + a temporal phrase. The repeated 

configuration emphasizes that the message is about what happens next “on that day”, 

with added significant information. The next segment starts with the deictic (cataphoric) 

expression tazOw> (“and this”) in Zechariah 14:12 to signal the development of a new 

aspect of the theme. Therefore, 14:6-11 is a thematic unit.  

 

2. Identification of potential theme traces 

1) Topics: “Yahweh” is presupposed from the preceding segment (where 

“Yahweh” was the primary topic), and becomes active in verse 9 and renominalized and 

pronominalizied in verse 9 (Amv.W, “and his name”), although “Yahweh” does not occur 

often. In this segment, the focal elements (verses 6-11) are added to the topical element 

“on that day” (in topic-comment constructions), and thus “on that day” functions as the 

secondary topic.  

2) Focus structures: dx'a,-~Ay (“One day”) in verse 7 is identified in the 

subsequent sentence rAa-hy<h.yI … [d:W"yI aWh (“It is known… there will be light”), 

which is in focus by the argument-focus structure. 

3) Unmarked but cognitively prominent configurations: rAa hy<h.yI-al{ (“There 

will be no light”) (verse 6) is emphasized by the hy"h'w> + a temporal phrase (“on that 

day”), and is introduced as a new aspect of “on that day” in this segment. Another 

aspect is about ~yYIx;-~yIm; (“living water”) from Jerusalem (verse 8) emphasized by end-

weight. dx'a, (“One”) is in focus by the repetitive structure in verse 9: dx'a, Amv.W dx'a, 

hw"hy> hy<h.yI (“There will be ONE Yahweh, and ONE His name”). hb'r"[]K' (“like the 

plain”) is added in verse 10 with newly asserted information in the predicate-focus 

structure, and end-weight. 
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3. An analysis of the thematic development and establishment of the theme 

In this segment various aspects of “on that day” are introduced, and emphasized in its 

own configuration: “no light”, “the living water” from Jerusalem, “Yahweh will be one”, 

and “the plain.” Among the aspects of “on that day” Yahweh as king is emphasized and 

introduced as Yahweh will be ONE, and His name will be ONE. The focus content of 

this segment is the various aspects of Yahweh’s day, and Yahweh as king in particular. 

The secondary topic is “on that day” with Yahweh as the primary topic. The local theme 

is that on that day Yahweh will come as a king, and there will be changes (as indicated 

focal elements to the topical element “on that day”). 

v. 6 no light 
 
v. 7  one day (argument-focus structure) 
 
v. 8 living water (end-weight) 
 
v. 9 There  will be ONE Yahweh, and ONE His name  
 
v. 10 the plain (end-weight) 
 
 

5.5.4.3 Zechariah 14:12-15 
hp'GEM;h; hy<h.Ti tazOw> 12 12. And this will be the plague 

~yMi[;h'-lK'-ta, hw"hy> @GOyI rv,a] with which Yahweh will strike all the 
peoples 

~Øil'v'Wry>-l[; Wab.c' rv,a] who have waged war against Jerusalem. 

Arf'B. qmeh' Their flesh will rot, 

wyl'g>r:-l[; dme[o aWhw> and while they are standing on his feet, 

h,yrExob. hn"q.M;Ti wyn"y[ew> and their eyes will rot in their holes, 

~h,ypiB. qM;Ti AnAvl.W and their tongue will rot in their mouth. 

aWhh; ~AYB; hy"h'w> 13 13. And on that day, 

~h,B' hB'r: hw"hy>-tm;Whm. hy<h.Ti a great panic from Yahweh will be among 
them, 

Wh[erE dy: vyai WqyzIx/h,w> and each will seize the hand of neighbor, 

Wh[erE dy:-l[; Ady" ht'l.['w> and his hand will rise up against the hand of 
his neighbor. 

~Øil'v'WryBi ~xeL'Ti hd"Why>-~g:w> 14 14. And Judah will also fight against 
Jerusalem, 

bybis' ~yIAGh;-lK' lyxe @S;auw> and the force of all the surrounding nations 
will be gathered, 

daom. brol' ~ydIg"b.W @s,k,w" bh'z" gold and silver and apparel, in great 
abundance. 
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lm'G"h; dr<P,h; sWSh; tp;GEm; hy<h.Ti !kew> 15

rAmx]h;w
15. and so is  the plague of the horse, mule, 
the camel, and donkeys, 

tAnx]M;B; hy<h.yI rv,a] hm'heB.h;-lk'w>
taZOh; hp'GEM;K; hM'heh'

and of the all the animals that are in these 
camps as this plague. 

 

1. Boundaries of the segment 

This segment starts with the cataphoric expression “this”, which indicates the 

development of the new theme or the new aspect of the theme. In the previous segment, 

various aspects of “on that day” were introduced. This segment deals with a new aspect 

of “on that day”, specifically with the theme of judgment, and the plague in particular. 

Although there is not an obvious marker with which the next segment begins, the theme 

is changed in it. Therefore, Zechariah 14:12-15 is a thematic unit.  

 

2. Identification of potential theme traces 

1) Topics: “Yahweh” is presupposed from the preceding segment (Zech 14:6-

11) and becomes active in verse 12, and he is the one who is behind “the plague” in 

verses 12 (hp'GEM;h;, “the plague”) and 15 (tp;GEm;, “plague”) and “a great panic” in verse 

13.  The secondary topic is “the plague” on which the newly asserted information is 

added in verse 12. Also tm;Whm. (“a great panic”) in verse 13 is related to this secondary 

topic “the plague” as the cause of “a great panic”.  “The plague” is renominalized in 

verse 15.  

2) Focus structures: tazO (“This”) is identified as “the plague” (verse 12) which 

is in focus by the argument-focus structure. It is also renominalized in verse 15.  

3) Syntactically marked configurations: “This” in verse 12 is an explicit pronoun, 

and also fronted. 

4) Unmarked but cognitively prominent configurations: “The plague” in verse 

12 is modified with a relative clause (end-weight). The hy"h'w> + a temporal phrase (“on 

that day”) indicates the connection with preceding discourse and introduces a new 

aspect of “on that day”: the newly asserted information about “the plague” is added as 

hw"hy>-tm;Whm. (“a great panic from Yahweh”) (verse 13). “The plague” functions as the 

macroword that carries the theme in verses 12 and 15.  
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3. An analysis of the thematic development and establishment of the theme 

 “This” is emphasized by an explicit pronoun and fronting and introduces “the plague” 

symbolizing Yahweh’s judgment. “The plague” is cognitively strengthened by its end-

weight, and it is renominalized in verse 15. Following the comment on “the plague” by 

the predicate-focus structure, another aspect of “that day” is introduced as “a great 

panic”, which is the result of Yahweh’s judgment through the plague. Therefore, the 

focus content of this segment is the powerful message of Yahweh’s judgment through 

“the plague,” which caused “a great panic.” Yahweh is the primary topic with “the 

plague” as the secondary topic. The local theme is that “on that day” there will be “the 

plague” that sent by Yahweh causes “a great panic” 

 
v. 12 this (explicit pronoun) the plague 
  that Yahweh will strike… peoples against Jerusalem  

(end-weight for plague) 
v. 15  the plague 
 

5.5.4.4 Zechariah 14:16-21 
~yIAGh;-lK'mi rt'ANh;-lK' hy"h'w> 16 16. And anyone who is left from all the 

nations 

yDEmi Wl['w> ~Øil'v'Wry>-l[; ~yaiB'h;
hn"v'b. hn"v'

that came against Jerusalem will go up year 
after year 

tAab'c. hw"hy> %l,m,l. twOx]T;v.hil. to worship the king Yahweh of Hosts, 

tAKSuh; gx;-ta, gxol'w> and to celebrate the feast of the Booths. 

tAxP.v.mi taeme hl,[]y:-al{ rv,a] hy"h'w> 17

~Øil;v'Wry>-la, #r<a'h'
17. And anyone from the families of the 
land who does not go up to Jerusalem 

tAab'c. hw"hy> %l,m,l. twOx]T;v.hil. to worship the king, Yahweh of Hosts, 

~v,G"h; hy<h.yI ~h,yle[] al{w> the rain will not be on them. 

hl,[]t;-al{ ~yIr:c.mi tx;P;v.mi-~aiw> 18 18. And if the family of Egypt will not go 
up, 

ha'b' al{w> and will not come in, 

hy<h.Ti  ~h,yle[] al{w> then there will not be on them (rain.) 

~yIAGh;-ta, hw"hy> @GOyI rv,a] hp'GEM;h; (This is) the plague with which Yahweh 
strikes the nations 

Wl[]y: al{ rv,a] who will not go up 

tAKSuh; gx;-ta, gxol' to celebrate the feast of Booths. 

taJ;x;w> ~yIr"c.mi taJ;x; hy<h.Ti tazO 19

~yIAGh;-lK'
19. This will be the punishment of Egypt 
and all the nations 

Wl[]y: al{ rv,a] that will not go up 

gx;-ta, gxol' to celebrate the feast of Booths. 
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sWSh; tALcim.-l[; hy<h.yI aWhh; ~AYB; 20

hw"hyl; vd<qo
20. On that day there will be on the bells of 
the horses, holy to Yahweh, 

hw"hy> tybeB. tArySih; hy"h'w>
x;Bez>Mih; ynEp.li ~yqir"z>MiK;

and the pots in the house of Yahweh will be 
like bowls before the altar. 

vd<qo hd"WhybiW ~Øil;v'WryBi rysi-lK' hy"h'w> 21

 tAab'c. hw"hyl;
21. And every pot in Jerusalem, and in 
Judah, will be holy to Yahweh of Hosts, 

~yxib.ZOh;-lK' Wab'W and all those who sacrifice will come 

~h,me Wxq.l'w> and take of them, 

~h,b' WlV.biW and boil in them, 

dA[ ynI[]n:k. hy<h.yI-al{w> 
aWhh; ~AYB; tAab'c. hw"hy>-tybeB

then there will no longer be merchant149 in 
the house of Yahweh of Hosts on that day. 

 

1. Boundaries of the segment 

Thematic content of this segment differs from that of the preceding segment: the 

preceding segment was mainly about Yahweh’s judgment as a “plague.” In this segment 

it is mainly about the worship of Yahweh, as indicated by similar repeated expressions 

“go up” (Wl['w>, “and they will go up” in verse 16, hl,[]y:-al, will not go up in verse 17, 

hl,[]t;-al{, “does not go up” and Wl[]y: al{, “do not go up” in verse 18, and Wl[]y: al{, 

“will not go up” in verse 19), “celebrate” (gxol'w>, “and to celebrate” in verse 16 and gxol', 

“to celebrate” in verses 18 and 19), and “worship” (twOx]T;v.hil., “to worship” in verses 16 

and 17). 

 

2. Identification of potential theme traces 

1) Topics: “Yahweh” is the primary topic. Yahweh is presupposed from the 

preceding segment (14:12-15), and repeatedly renominalized in verses 18, 20 (twice), 

and 21 (twice). 

2) Syntactically marked configurations: ~h,yle[] al{w> (“ and not on them”) in v. 

17 and 18, and ~yIr:c.mi tx;P;v.mi (“the family of Egypt”) in verse 18 are fronted. tazO 

(“This”) in verse 19 is fronted and is an explicit pronoun.  

3) Unmarked but cognitively prominent configurations: The similar repeated 

expressions (the macrowords) are “go up” (verses 16, 17, 18 and 19), “worship” (verses 

16 and 17), “celebrate” (verses 16, 18 and 19), and hw"hyl; vd<qo (“holy to Yahweh”) 

                                                 
149 Or “a Canaanite.” 
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(verses 20 and 21). rt'ANh;-lK' (“anyone who are left”) in verse 16 is stressed by end-

weight. It is modified by the expression ~Øil'v'Wry>-l[; ~yaiB'h; ~yIAGh;-lK'mi (“from all the 

nations that came against Jerusalem”).  

 

3. An analysis of the thematic development and establishment of the theme 

In verses 20-21 there are expressions related to worship: x;Bez>Mih; (“The altar”) in verse 

20 and ~yxib.ZOh;-lK' (“all those who sacrifice”) in verse 21. As indicated by similar 

repeated expressions “go up”, “worship”, “celebrate”, and “holy to Yahweh”, the focus 

content of this segment is worship of Yahweh. The primary topic is Yahweh. The local 

theme is that there will be worship to Yahweh from “all the survivors” (verse 16) “on 

that day”. 

 
v. 16 go up   worship 
 
v. 17 (will not) go up   worship 
 
v. 18 (will not) go up  (will not) go up  celebrate 
 
v. 19 (will not) go up  celebrate 
 
v. 20 holy to Yahweh 
 
v. 21 holy to Yahweh 
 
 

5.5.4.5 Summary and comments on Zechariah 14:1-21 
Zechariah 14:1-21 is divided into the smaller segments, but they form a unity in terms 

of theme. Since Zechariah 12:1 started introducing the coming of the day of Yahweh, 

the subdivisions in chapter 14 introduced various aspects of the day of Yahweh. 

Zechariah 14:1-5 describes Yahweh as warrior, and emphasizes Yahweh’s impending 

advent (verses 1 and 5). Zechariah 14:6-11 introduces various aspect of “on that day.” 

The hy"h'w> + the temporal phrases (“on that day”) in verses 6 and 8 connect the smaller 

segment of Zechariah 14:6-11 with the preceding discourse and introduce a new aspect 

of the scene or theme. In verses 9-10, Yahweh is introduced as “king” in more marked 

configurations than the rest in this segment (Zech 14:6-11). In this way, following the 

introduction of the impending advent of Yahweh in Zechariah 14:1-5, the various 

aspects of “on that day” are given as newly asserted information in the subsequent 
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discourses. In Zechariah 14:12-15, the punishment of the nations who waged war 

against Jerusalem is stressed. In Zechariah 14:16-21, the themes of worship to Yahweh 

is stressed: “Anyone left” will go up to worship Yahweh.  

 
5.5.5 Summary and comments on Zechariah 12:1-14:21 
This larger segment is differentiated in that it starts with the expression aF'm;, as in 

Zechariah 9:1, so that Zechariah 9:1-11:17 forms a larger segment. As indicated above, 

this segment has the feature of continuous occurrences of the expression “on that day”. 

Zechariah 14:1-21 is divided into the smaller segments, but has unity in terms of theme: 

The segments in Zechariah 14:1-21 reveals the various aspect of the day of Yahweh 

since 14:1 called attention by introducing the coming of the day of Yahweh, where this 

emphasis on the coming of the day of Yahweh occurs for the first time. Based on the 

clues to demarcate the segments within this larger segment (Zech 12:1-14:21), the 

subdivisions with the local themes is summarized as follows: 

12:1-8  Yahweh will make Jerusalem as “a cup of staggering”  
(Blessing on Jerusalem) 

12:9-13:1 Pouring out “a spirit of grace and petition” and “mourning”  
(Cleansing of Jerusalem) 

13:2-9  Restoration of the relationship  
between Yahweh and His People  
After judgment message to the shepherd  

and to all the land 
14:1-21  The coming of the day of Yahweh 

14:1-5  The coming of the day of Yahweh as a warrior 
14:6-11  The day of Yahweh as King 
14:12-15 The day of Yahweh as Judgment 
14:16-21 Worship to Yahweh on that day 

As in the preceding larger segment in Zechariah 9:1-11:17, this larger segment 

seems to be in chiastic structure. The first division and fourth division is the message of 

blessing, the presentation of good news. The first segment of Zechariah 12:1-8 speaks 

about the future of Jerusalem: How Jerusalem will be blessed. The fourth segment of 

Zechariah 14:1-21 speaks about the day of Yahweh: The Day is coming. In the 

meantime, the second and the third segment of Zechariah 12:9-13:1 and Zechariah 13:2-

9 speak about a certian stage that His people should pass through before they will be 

blessed “on that day”. The second vision deals with the matter of cleanness of Jerusalem, 

which results from pouring out “a spirit of grace and petition” by Yahweh. The third 
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segment also speaks about the restoration of the relationship between Yahweh and His 

people, but this will happen after the judgment to the shepherd (including prophets, as 

probably meant for the leaders), and generally to all the land.  

 

5.6 Summary 
In this chapter the texts were demarcated into the larger segments. Next the smaller 

segments in those larger segments were investigated to find the focus content in each 

segment and to relate these smaller segments to their larger segments. In the next 

chapter, an analysis of the holistic structure will be investigated to construct still bigger 

holistic structures throughout the book of Zechariah. The macrostructure will be 

analyzed by interrelating these smaller segments and the larger segments to one another.  

Three major temporal deictic expressions with the expression hy"r>k;z>-la, hw"hy>-

rb;d> hy"h' function as discourse marker (Zech 1:1, 7; 7:1). In the last part of Zechariah 

the cataphoric expression aF'm; with hw"hy>-rb;d> (Zech 9:1; 12:1) functions in particular to 

segment texts viewed from the larger perspective. Based on observations of the text 

level deictic markers and linguistic clues to text segments, the book of Zechariah was 

divided in its larger segments. Within these larger segments there are also subdivisions, 

based on clues from discourse markers, and linguistic features. Subdivisions within the 

larger segment are given in the diagram below with their focus contents. 

1:1-6 
1:7-6:15 
7:1-8:23 
9:1-11:17 
12:1-14:21 

The local theme of the first larger segment of Zechariah 1:1-6 is the exhortations of 

Yahweh to His people: “Return to Me, and I will return to you.” The first segment of 

Zechariah 1:1-6 functions as the introduction or prologue to the subsequent discourses, 

which is built on this base as the prologue, especially in its relationship with Zechariah 

6:9-15.150  

                                                 
150 The role this larger segment plays within the Book of Zechariah will be discussed more in 

detail in the next chapter, an analysis of the Holistic Structure, in which this study will focus on the 
interrelating segments in the text to one another, and thereby construct macrostructure of the book of 
Zechariah. 
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The second larger segment consists of 8 visions (Zech 1:7-13; 2:1-4 (Eng. 1:18-

21); 2:5-9 (Eng. 2:1-5); 3:1-5; 4:1-14; 5:1-4; 5:5-11; 6:1-8) and 5 oracles (Zech 1:14-17; 

2:20-17 (Eng. 2:6-13); 3:6-10; 4:6-10; 6:9-15). Most of these oracles fit into the context 

of the visions. The local theme of Zechariah 4:6-10 does not fit into the visions in 

Zechariah 4:1-14, but it plays a significant role in the development of the discourse in 

Zechariah 4:1-14. It is likely that Zechariah 6:9-15 is not relevant to the preceding 

vision in Zechariah 6:1-8, but fits into the flow of the information structure, Zechariah 

6:9-15 goes back to the fourth vision in Zechariah 3:1-5, and even to the fifth vision in 

Zechariah 4:1-14, as indicated by the macrowords or similar repeated expressions and 

the references, and to the preceding three visions, which speak mostly about the 

judgment of Yahweh (see: Comments on Zechariah Zech 6:9-15 and Comments on the 

larger segment 1:7-6:15). Zechariah 6:9-15 functions as the closing remark or the 

epilogue. The local themes of each vision and oracle are shown in the diagram below.  

The third larger segment is divided into 4 smaller segments by the quotative 

formulae, rmoale (or yl;ae)  (hy"r>k;z>-la,)  (tAab'c.) hw"hy>-rb;D> yhiy>w:. As in the diagram 

below, the local theme is about Israel’s past deeds in their relationship with Yahweh, 

His exhortations, and His confirmation of the restoration, which can be seen as a part of 

the reason for His exhortations.  

The fourth and the fifth larger segment have their own features. Imperative verbs 

often occur in the fourth segment, which imply that there is an emphasis on exhortation 

in this larger segment. And in the fifth segment, future cataphoric (deictic) expression 

“on that day” very often occurs. Both larger segments have a chiastic structure in their 

subdivisions. The local themes are shown in the diagram below.  

 

1:1-6  Introduction or Prologue 
     Return to Me, and I will return to you 
 
1:7-6:15 Visions and Oracles 
 1:7-13    Vision of all the land “sitting still and  

peaceful” patrolled by a man with horses 
   1:14-17  Yahweh’s wrath against the nations 

The rebuilding of the House of Yahweh 
     The restoration of Jerusalem  

through the judgment against the nations 
 2:1-4 (Eng. 1:18-21)  The judgment against the nations 
 2:5-9 (Eng. 2:1-5)  The rebuilding of Jerusalem 
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   2:10-17 (Eng. 2:6-13) The restoration of Judah  
and the rebuilding of “his holy dwelling” 

 3:1-5    Joshua’s transformation into “cleanness”  
and kingship 

3:6-10  The role Joshua will fulfill 
Promise of reign and cleanness in the future 

4:1-14    “The eyes of Yahweh”  
and the role of “the two sons of the oil” 

   4:6-10  The role Zerubbabel will fulfill 
     The rebuilding of the House of Yahweh 
 5:1-4     Judgment against sin 

“The curse” that will reach all the land 
5:5-11    Removal of the sin  

in all the land and  to Shinar (Babylon) 
 6:1-8    Judgment against all the land and north 
   6:9-15    Epilogue 

The restoration of Judah  
and the rebuilding of the House of Yahweh 

 
7:1-8:23 

7:1-7   The fasting for themselves not for Yahweh 
7:8-14   Their stubbornness and desolation for not listening 
8:1-17   Exhortations of Yahweh to follow,  

based on the promises of the restoration of Jerusalem 
8:18-23   Another aspect of restoration: Many nations will come to Yahweh 

 
9:1-11:17 

9:1-8   Judgment against the nations 
The eyes of men are looking up to Yahweh  
while the eyes of Yahweh will be watching and protecting 

9:9-17   Rejoice and Return 
The promise of restoration of Zion by Yahweh  

through “king.” 
10:1-12   Ask from Yahweh.  

He is the only one who will restore and make His people 
strong 

11:1-17   Judgment message to His people and the shepherds (their leaders)  
 
12:1-14:21 

12:1-8   Yahweh will make Jerusalem “a cup of staggering”  
(Blessing on Jerusalem) 

12:9-13:1  Pouring out “a spirit of grace and petition” and “mourning”  
(Cleansing of Jerusalem) 

13:2-9    Restoration of the relationship between Yahweh and His People  
After judgment message to the shepherd  

and to all the land 
14:1-21    The coming of the day of Yahweh 

14:1-5 The coming of the day of Yahweh as a warrior 
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14:6-11 The day of Yahweh as King 
14:12-15 The day of Yahweh as Judgment 
14:16-21 Worship to Yahweh on that day 

 
This chapter has focused on the analysis of the thematic structure of the smaller 

segments within their larger segments (Zech 1:1-6; 1:7-6:15; 7:1-8:23; 9:1-11:17; 12:1-

14:21) being indicated by deictic markers. The next chapter, based on this analysis of 

the thematic structure in the book of Zechariah, will focus on the overall structure, that 

is, the holistic structure of the book of Zechariah. First of all, it will investigate the 

thematic flow within the larger segments and then construct the holistic structure by 

connecting the larger segments to the whole book of Zechariah. In doing so, it will 

involve structural issues that are related to constructing the holistic structure.  
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Chapter 6. An analysis of the holistic structure of 
Zechariah 1-14 
 

In the previous chapter, this study demarcated the larger segments, and the smaller 

segments within them, partially assisted by the syntactic analysis in chapter 4. It also 

analyzed the thematic developments and construed the local themes within these smaller 

segments, and synthesized the local themes within the larger segments. This chapter 

construes the overall structure, the holistic structure of the discourse, which runs 

through the text as a whole.  

First this chapter constructs thematic developments within the larger segments. 

For this purpose,  this study will observe the flow of focus contents, topics (primary or 

secondary), local themes in each smaller segment and within the larger segment from 

the long-range perspective, and connect the larger segments to each other. Then, it 

indicates various signals, syntactic, semantic and other, of the holistic structure 

(macrostructure) to construe the interrelationship between the larger segments, and 

finally to construct the overall structure (or theme) of the book of Zechariah 1-14.  

 

6.1 Investigation of the thematic development  
According to the text level foregrounds in the text (temporal deictic markers in Zech 1:1, 

7 and 7:1, and aF'm; in Zech 9:1 and 12:1), Zechariah can be divided as follows (cf. 

Floyd 2000:303; 2002: 418-420; Moseman 2000:489): 

1:1-6  vw<y"r>d"l. ~yIT;v. tn:v.Bi ynIymiV.h; vd<xoB;  
(In the eighth month, the second year of Darius) 

1:7-6:15  vd<xo rf'['-yTev.[;l. h['B'r>a;w> ~yrIf.[, ~AyB  
(On the twenty-fourth day of the eleventh month) 

7:1-8:13  %l,M,h; vw<y"r>d"l. [B;r>a; tn:v.Bi yhiy>w:  
(In the fourth year of Darius the king,) 

9:1-11:17 aF'm;  (oracle) 
12:1-14: 21 aF'm;  (oracle) 

This section points to connections between these larger segments explaining 

their relationships. It describes the thematic flow and development between these larger 

segments, by analyzing the thematic development in the smaller segments from the 
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view point of topical and focal elements and their interrelations in developing the  

themes. It shows how a theme in a preceding larger segment, being carried by 

macrowords or being emphasized by syntactic configurations, is developed, expanded 

or elaborated on.  

 

6.1.1 Thematic development in Zechariah 1:7-6:15 

Before this study investigates the relations between Zechariah 1:1-6 and 1:7-6:15, it is 

necessary to first consider the flow of the thematic development within 1:7-6:15.  

The focus content of the first vision in Zechariah 1:7-14a is the appearance of 

the world as tj,q'vow> tb,v,yO (“sitting still and peaceful” in v. 11) (confirmed by ~yNIn:a]V;h;, 

“who are at ease”151 in v. 15), on account of the control by the patrol of the man on a 

horse. This focus content is reconfirmed and added by the oracle in Zechariah 1:14b-17. 

The appearance of the world, all the nations, seemed to be true, but will turn out to be 

not what it looked like. At that moment the people of Judah groaned about the current 

situation, in which the nations were supposed to be judged by Yahweh, but seemingly 

they were not judged. However, the message to people is that because of Yahweh’s 

wrath against the nations (Zech 1:15), judgment will surely come. The main theme of 

Zechariah 1:7-17 is the rebuilding of the house of Yahweh and the restoration of 

Jerusalem: although the land seemed to be “still and peaceful”, Yahweh was angry with 

the nations. He comforts Jerusalem that He will restore it in his mercy.152   

The local theme in Zechariah 2:1-4 (Eng. 1:18-21) is the judgment against the 

nations: ~yIAGh; (“The nations”) scattered Judah, but they are to be terrified or cast down 

by ~yvir"x' (“craftsmen”). This theme flows from the preceding segment. The 

description of the judgment is more articulated in Zechariah 2:1-4 than the previous 

segment. Yahweh is angry with the nations who are at ease (Zech 1:15), and their 

judgment is specified – they will be scattered in exactly the same way they scattered 

Judah and Israel.  

The local theme in Zechariah 2:5-9 (Eng. 2:1-5) is the rebuilding of Jerusalem, 

indicated by the act of measuring. This theme also flows from the first vision, Zechariah 

                                                 
151 NIV translates it as “that feel secure.” 
152 As will be discussed later more in detail, this first vision, Zech 1:7-17 sets the frame for the 

subsequent segments in the larger segment of Zech 1:7-6:15.. 
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1:7-17, but in this segment, (Zech 2:5-9, Eng. 2:1-5), the description of the rebuilding of 

Jerusalem is more elaborate, and also in focus by left-dislocation: Hk'AtB. hm'heb.W ~d"a' 

brome ~Øil;v'Wry> bveTe tAzr"P. (“in open country, Jerusalem will be inhabited because of the 

many people and livestock in it”).  

In the subsequent oracle, Zechariah 2:10-17 (Eng. 2:6-13), based on the promise 

that Yahweh will again choose Jerusalem and dwell among them, He now exhorts His 

people to WsnU (“flee”) and yjil.M'hi (“escape”) from Babylon, and to yxim.fiw> yNIr" (“sing and 

rejoice”) (Zech 2:14, Eng. 2:10).153 These hortatory commands follow on the call in 

Zechariah 1:3 to WbWv (“return”) to Yahweh. 154  The same expression ~Øil'(v'WryBi 

dA[ rx:b'W (“He will again choose Jerusalem”) in Zechariah 1:17 and in 2:16 (Eng. 

2:12) connects segments Zechariah 1:7-17 and 2:10-17, while the idea “I will/dwell in 

her/your midst” in Zechariah 2:9 (HL'-hy<h.a, ynIa], “I will be for her”) and 2:14, 15 

(%keAtb. yTin>k;v', “I will dwell among you”) connects 2:1-9 and 2:10-17 with each 

other.155  

The segment Zechariah 3:1-10 is prominent with regard to its syntactic or formal 

features and its thematic features (topics and focus contents). 156  As Longacre 

(1985a:83-85) points out, this segment can be “a turbulence zone” calling special 

attention to this segment. Different from most of the other visions in the series of 

visions this segment starts with the expression [:vuAhy>-ta, ynIaer>Y:w: (“He showed me 

Joshua”) which is prominent in its syntactic configurations. The primary or secondary 

topics in the preceding visions were animals or objects, but the primary topic in this 

segment here is the person of Joshua. Most of the segments in the series of visions are 

accompanied by a dialogue between the messenger and Zechariah. But this segment 

does not have such a dialogue. The focus of the content is on cleansing and putting a 

clean turban on Joshua’s head. The main theme here depicts the transformation or the 

                                                 
153  The expression “sing and rejoice” is a direct exhortation expression in imperatives, 

expressing trust on Yahweh based on the promise of Yahweh: “I am coming and I will dwell among you” 
(Zech 1:14). 

154 In this way, the subsequent segments flow from Zech 1:1-6 as the prologue or introduction. 
155 Consider the close interrelationships between the visions in Zech 2:1-4 and 2:5-9 and the 

oracular part in Zech 2:10-17 (see below 6.2.1 The oracles and the exhortation expressions in particular). 
156 As Coggins (1987:42-43) points out, there has been a discussion on Zech 3:1-10: “Whether 

this eightfold series is original, or whether the vision in ch. 3 should be regarded as a later addition to an 
earlier series consisting of seven visions.” However, this study proposes that the formal differences 
emphasize its importance among the other visions to call attention to this vision and oracular section. 
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removal of his filthy clothes and iniquities, clothing him with a clean turban on his head. 

As this segment itself is prominent in its syntactic and semantic features, the focus of 

the content is also newly asserted information within the sequential discourses (Zech 

1:7-6:15). In regard to Joshua the vision is about cleansing and forgiveness. The oracle 

in the subsequent segment in 3:6-10 confirms the meaning of the cleansing vision and 

giving exhortations to Joshua. Cleansing and forgiveness demands walking Yahweh’s 

ways and keeping his commandments (Zech 3:7). This exhortation is more elaborate 

than those in the preceding segments. The message WbWv (“return”) to Yahweh in 

Zechariah 1:3 is elaborated upon in Zechariah 2:10 and 11 (Eng. 2:6 and 7), and further 

more elaborated upon in Zechariah 3:1-10. The way to “return” to Yahweh is to walk in 

His ways and to keep his charge.  

The segment of Zechariah 4:1-14 is also prominent with regard to its syntactic 

and semantic features. The initial sentence differs from the rest of the visions, and the 

place of the oracle in the vision is different in that it is inserted in the middle of the 

vision. The focus of the content is on tr:Anm. (“a candle stick”) and ~ytiyzE ~yIn:v.W (“and 

two olive trees”), being identified as hw"hy> ynEy[e (“the eyes of Yahweh”) (v. 10) and 

h'c.YIh;-ynEb. ynEv. (“the two sons of the oil”) (v. 14). The focus content in the oracle in 

regard to Zerubbabel is about the lb,B'rUz> ydEy> (“hands of Zerubbabel”), which may 

signify the role Zerubbabel will play. His role is to finish the foundations of the house 

of Yahweh which he has already laid, as indicated in Zechariah 4:9. The local theme is 

that while Yahweh will take control of all the land, the two sons of the oil will play a 

significant role. These two sons are likely to be identified as Joshua in Zechariah 3:1-10 

and Zerubbabel in Zechariah 4:6-10. In this respect, Zechariah 3:1-10 and 4:1-14 are 

closely related, being obviously indicated by “the two sons” in Zechariah 4:14. As 

Zechariah 3:1-10 forms a “turbulence zone” within the series of the visions (Longacre 

1985a:83-85), Zechariah 4:1-14 is also likely to be a “turbulence zone” among the 

visions, being introduced in a way that differs from the rest of the visions: the rest of the 

visions are introduced very simply, but the vision in Zechariah 4:1-14 is not, and thus it 

is possible that the vision in Zechariah 4:1-14 is cognitively prominent.  

Both segments of Zechariah 3:1-10 and 4:1-14 provide newly asserted 

information to the preceding segments. The two roles of the king and the high priest to 
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restore Yahweh’s house, as indicated by “the two sons of the oil,” are entrusted to 

Zerubbabel and Joshua respectively. This is new information in both segments. 

However, these local themes in both segments are in line with the local themes of the 

preceding segments. The roles of Joshua as high priest and Zerubbabel as builder king 

(kingship) are likely to be an elaboration on the role of “craftsmen” in Zechariah 2:3 

(Eng. 1:20), who will scatter the nations exactly in the way the nations scattered Israel 

and Jerusalem. The role of Zerubbabel as builder of Yahweh’s house is likely to be an 

elaboration to the role of vyai (“a man”) with hD"mi lb,x, (“a measuring line”) in 

Zechariah 2:5 (Eng. 2:1). In this respect, these two segments function as an elaboration 

upon the preceding segments. 

The local theme of the segment in Zechariah 5:1-4 is judgment of sin. This 

connects with Zechariah 3:1-10, where the local theme is the transformation from filthy 

to clean.157 In some sense, the local theme in both segments of Zechariah 4:1-14 and 

5:1-4 is an elaboration on the preceding segment of Zechariah 3:1-10, where the local 

theme is developed in relation to the person of Joshua, and indirectly related to the 

general judgment of sin. This is indicated by the expression dx'a, ~AyB. ayhih;-

#r<a'h' !wO[]-ta, yTiv.m;W (“I will remove the iniquity of that land in one day”) in Zechariah 

3:9. The object of judgment of sin is expanded to the every thief and every one who 

swears (falsely), being metonymies for the sinners throughout all of the land (cf. Zech 

5:3).  

The smaller segments of Zechariah 5:5-11 and 6:1-8 have a similar local theme. 

Both deal with the judgment against the nations who scattered Israel in Zechariah 1:7-

17. The range of Yahweh’s judgment is expanded from Shinar (Babylon) in Zechariah 

5:11 to reach the whole earth in Zechariah 6:5-8. The fact that Yahweh’s judgment will 

go out in all directions (the whole earth) goes back to Zechariah 1:7-17. In both 

segments the image is used of movement such as horses that go out in every direction. 

The segment of Zechariah 5:5-11 is related to the preceding segment of Zechariah 5:1-4 

in that both deal with sin. However, Zechariah 5:5-11 develops a new aspect of this 

theme of sin. While it emphasizes that iniquity is pervasive throughout all the earth, it 

                                                 
157 It also connects with the prologue (Zech 1:1-6) that called upon the people to “return from 

your evil ways and from you evil doings” (Zech 1:4). The relation between Zech 1:1-6 and Zech 1:7-6:15 
will be discussed in further detail in later section. 
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signals the start of the judgment against Shinar (Babylon) in particular, as indicated by 

the placing of hp'yaeh' (“the ephah”) in the land of Shinar. The next segment Zechariah 

6:1-8 carries this theme further, in that Yahweh’s judgment will now be extended in all 

directions, with the north in particular. 

The place of the segment of Zechariah 6:9-15 is arguable. Its role stands in 

relation with the preceding segment. It can, however, be construed from the long-range 

discourse perspective of Zechariah 1:7-6:15, and within the larger segment of Zechariah 

1:1-6:15.158 Considering the recurrence of themes, this segment has a connection with 

Zechariah 3:1-10. Joshua, as the secondary topic in 3:1-10, is reactivated in Zechariah 

6:11. The same happens with xm;c, (“Shoot”) in Zechariah 6:12. The placing of the 

crown on Joshua’s head (Zech 6:11) resembles the clean turban on his head (Zech 3:5). 

Zerubbabel is not specified in Zechariah 6:9-15, but considering the role “Shoot” plays 

to build the house of Yahweh in Zechariah 6:12, this segment has connections with 

Zechariah 4:9, although “Shoot”’s role here is more than what Zerubbabel did in 

Zechariah 4:1-14. The local theme in the segment of Zechariah 6:9-15, the rebuilding of 

Yahweh’s house and restoration of Jerusalem, is connected to the first segment (Zech 

1:7-17) within the larger segment of Zechariah 1:7-6:15, and even to the prologue in the 

first larger segment of Zechariah 1:1-6. The reason why the segment of Zechariah 6:9-

15 is placed after the series of smaller segments (Zech 1:7-6:15) in which the local 

themes are about judgment on sin and the nations, has to be considered from the long-

range discourse perspective. It is likely that the true rebuilding of the house of Yahweh 

and the restoration of Jerusalem, and of Judah-Israel, will be accomplished through 

God’s judgment on sin. Therefore, the last closing remark in this segment provides an 

exhortation to his people: hw"hy> lAqB. W[m.v.Ti [:Amv'-~ai hy"h'w> (“It will happen if you 

surely listen to the voice of Yahweh” in Zech 6:15). This exhortation repeats the 

exhortations of the larger segment of Zechariah 1:7-6:15. Therefore, Zechariah 6:9-15 

functions as a closing summary or peroration to the larger segment Zechariah 1:7-6:15.  

The interrelationships between segments within the larger segment of Zechariah 

1:7-6:15 can be summarized as follows159: 

                                                 
158 Thematic development in Zech 1:1-6:15 will be discussed in the next section. 
159 The blocked words below signify the summarized and shortened key words for the segment. 

By observing the interconnections between those blocked words, it is possible to see the flow of the 
thematic development. 
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1:7-6:15 Visions and Oracles 

 1:7-17    Introduction 
Vision about the whole earth 

     The restoration of Jerusalem  
through the judgment against the nations 
 

 The rebuilding of the house of Yahweh 
 
 

2:1-4 (Eng. 1:18-21)  The judgment against the nations 
  

2:5-9 (Eng. 2:1-5)  The rebuilding of Jerusalem 
  
 2:10-17 (Eng. 2:6-13)  Exhortations to Yahweh’s people: Flee, Escape,  
        Sing and Rejoice 
  

3:1-10    Transformation into cleansing and kingship 
 
4:1-14  “The eyes of Yahweh”  

(Control of the whole earth) 
The roles of “the two sons of oil” 

     The role of Zerubbabel  
      rebuilding the house of Yahweh 

  
5:1-4     “The curse” that will reach to all the land 
     (Pervasiveness of sins,  

and the judgment of sin) 
 
5:5-11    Pervasiveness of sin in the whole earth 

and Judgment against Shinar (Babylon) 
  
 

6:1-8    Judgment on the whole earth, especially north 
  

6:9-15     Peroration 
The rebuilding of the house of Yahweh 

 
And the restoration of Jerusalem  
surly listen to the voice of Yahweh 

 

Regarding the thematic development in the larger segment of Zechariah 1:7-6:15, the 

segment of Zechariah 1:7-14 functions as an introduction. The themes in the segments 

regarding the rebuilding of the house of Yahweh and the restoration of Jerusalem by 

judging the nations, are not specified but mentioned only briefly. However these 
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segmental themes are developed one after the other as the discourses unfold. The 

segment of Zechariah 6:9-15 functions as a peroration. Where the introduction opens 

the discourses, the peroration concludes these discourses. The themes in the 

introduction are confirmed again in the peroration at the end and the exhortation to 

Israel as closing remark connecting the segment Zechariah 1:1-6 even with some other 

segments in Zechariah 1:7-6:15. As discussed the themes found in the introduction are 

developed and deepened in the following segments. Two segments (Zech 2:1-4;Eng. 

1:18-21 and Zech 2:5-17; Eng. 2:1-13) including the oracle in Zechariah 2:10-17 (Eng. 

2:6-13) repeat the themes in the introduction and deepen them by providing new 

information: Zechariah 2:1-4 (Eng. 1:18-21) develops the theme of the judgment against 

the nations, and Zechariah 2:5-17 (Eng. 2:1-13) develops the theme of rebuilding 

Jerusalem. These themes are elaborated further in the subsequent segments of Zechariah 

3:1-10 and 4:1-14. The roles of kingship (for the judgment against the nations) and 

building of Yahweh’s house are given to Joshua and Zerubbabel, and confirmed by the 

vision of “the two sons of the oil” in Zechariah 4:1-14. At the same time, other themes 

occur in both segments: Zechariah 3:1-10 and 4:1-14 deal with the cleansing or 

forgiveness in Zechariah 3:1-10 and Yahweh’s control of the whole earth in Zechariah 

4:1-14. These themes are also developed in the subsequent segments: The theme of 

cleansing recurs and is developed further in the segments of Zechariah 5:1-4 and 5:5-11. 

The theme of Yahweh’s control of the whole earth recurs and is developed further in the 

segment of Zechariah 6:1-8. 

 

6.1.2 Relation between Zechariah 1:1-6 and 1:7-6:15 

The theme of Zechariah 1:1-6 is (exhortation and promise) “return to Yahweh from 

your evil ways and from your evil doings” as well as “Yahweh’s return to them”. This 

message was already delivered to ~k,yteAba] (“your fathers”), but they did not listen and 

did not pay attention to Him. As a result of it, Yahweh was angry with them, and His 

words caught up with them. The same message is delivered to the generation of 

Zechariah: “Return to Yahweh, and he will return to you” (~k,ylea] bWva'w>… yl;ae WbWv, 

“return to me… and I will return to you” in Zech 1:3). The focal element in this 

segment is Yahweh’s anger with their fathers who did not listen to Him, and 

disobedience consequently being punished. The message which was delivered to their 
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fathers is again delivered through Zechariah. This theme of returning to Yahweh recurs 

and is developed in the subsequent discourses. The relationship between this larger 

segment (Zech 1:1-6) and the next larger segment Zechariah 1:7-6:15 is described in 

these terms.  

Most of the segments within the larger segment of Zechariah 1:7-6:15 expand 

and develop the themes of segment Zechariah 1:1-6. Zechariah 1:7-17 is closely related 

to Zechariah 1:1-6. The macroword of “return” (WbWv, “return” and bWva'w, “and I will 

return” in Zech 1:3) to Yahweh in Zechariah 1:1-6 recurs again in Zechariah 1:7-17 

(~ymix]r:B. ~Øil;v'Wryli yTib.v;, “I returned to Jerusalem with mercies” in v. 16). The wrath of 

Yahweh in Zechariah 1:2 recurs in Zechariah 1:15. In the meanwhile, the theme of 

Yahweh’s returning to His people in Zechariah 1:1-6 is developed into the rebuilding of 

the house of Yahweh (Zech 1:16), the restoration of Jerusalem by again choosing 

Jerusalem (Zech 1:17), and Yahweh’s wrath against the nations (Zech 1:15). In this way, 

the theme in Zechariah 1:7-17 is an elaboration of the theme of Yahweh’s returning to 

His people in Zechariah 1:1-6. These expanded themes in Zechariah 1:7-17 are 

developed and expanded in the subsequent discourses (Zech 2:1-6:15).160  

The themes developed in Zechariah 1:7-17 are further developed in the 

subsequent segments of Zechariah 2:1-4 (Eng. 1:18-21) and 2:5-17 (Eng. 2:1-13), the 

judgment against the nations by the “craftsmen” and the rebuilding of Jerusalem. The 

segment of Zechariah 3:1-10 opens with the issue of cleansing or forgiving the people 

who are called to walk in the ways of Yahweh, going back to Zechariah 1:4’s  ~y[ir"h' 

~k,yleyli[]m;W ~y[ir"h' ~k,yker>D:mi an" WbWv (“return from your evil ways and from you evil 

doings” and the issue of Yahweh’s return to them through their cleansing. The themes 

of sin and its cleansing continue in the segments of Zechariah 5:1-4 and 5:5-11. The 

theme of the rebuilding of Yahweh’s house and the restoration of Jerusalem are also 

developed in the segment of Zechariah 3:1-10 and 4:1-14. The theme of segment 

Zechariah 5:5-11 and 6:1-8 is judgment of sin and of the nations which is another way 

of Yahweh’s returning to His people, which occurs in Zechariah 1:1-6. The themes of 

the larger segment of Zechariah 1:1-6 recur and are developed in the subsequent larger 

segments of Zechariah 1:7-6:15, to elaborate on the prologue (Zech 1:1-6).  

                                                 
160 The relationship between Zechariah 1:1-6 and 1:7-17 implies further relationship between 

Zechariah 1:1-6 and 1:7-6:15. 
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The oracle in the segment of Zechariah 6:9-15 is the peroration that closes the 

whole section of eight visions with their oracles in 1:1-6:15:  

1:1-6  Prologue 
1:7-6:8  Development to the prologue 
6:9-15  Peroration 

In this way, while the larger segment of Zechariah 1:7-6:15 has its own discourse 

structure and theme, it is also an elaboration on the first larger segment of Zechariah 

1:1-6. Main theme of the first larger segment recurs and develops in the subsequent 

larger segment of Zechariah 1:7-6:15.  

 

6.1.3 Thematic development in Zechariah 7:1-8:23 

The flow of the thematic development in the preceding two larger segments (Zech 1:1-6 

and 1:7-6:15) showed that the smaller segments within the larger segments are closely 

related and connected by common themes among the smaller segments. However, the 

style in this larger segment is different. The discourse marker yhiy>w: connects it with the 

preceding discourse, but also indicates the development of the new scene or the new 

theme (cf. Van der Merwe, Naudé and Kroeze 1999:331). The smaller segments within 

Zechariah 7:1-8:23 are interrelated and form a thematic unit (the larger segment).161   

7:1-7  Fasting for themselves not for Yahweh 
7:8-14  Their stubbornness and desolation for not listening 
8:1-17  Exhortations of Yahweh to follow  

based on the promise of the restoration of Jerusalem 
8:18-23  Another aspect of restoration:  

Many nations will come to Yahweh 

The first smaller segment (Zech 7:1-7) and the last segment (Zech 8:18-23) are linked 

by the macroword “fasting” (~T,m.c;-yKi,“when you fasted” and ynITum.c; ~Ach], “did you 

really fast for me” in Zech 7:5 and yrIyfi[]h' ~Acw> y[iybiV.h; ~Acw> yviymix]h; ~Acw> y[iybir>h' 

~Ac, “the fourth, the fifth, the seventh, and the tenth fast” in Zech 8:19).162 Centering on the 

issue of “fasting” Zechariah 1:1-7 and Zechariah 8:18-23 develop the theme of the way 

of Yahweh’s restoration. The first two segments are related in that both segments deal 

                                                 
161 See for details later in the discussion of structural issues (6.3.1 The literary integrity of 

Zechariah 7 and 8). 
162 Van dyke Parunak suggests that there are transitional technique to connect “the segments of 

text into larger units” (1983:526). Especially he pays attention to the “patterns of repetition and similarity 
among the units that make up its surface texture” and suggests “link” and “hinge” as transitional 
techniques.  
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with what Israel had done in the past, and their stubbornness. The third segment urges 

Israel to return from the past days, while emphasizing that Yahweh has returned and 

dwells among them. It also refers to the difference between what was done to them in 

the past, and what Yahweh is doing “on those days” (~heh' ~ymiY"B;) (future days) 

according to the word of Yahweh. Two imperatives, “let your hands be strong” in 

Zechariah 8:9 and 13, and “do not fear” in Zechariah 8:13 and 15 strengthen their 

confidence to do what Yahweh says. What they have to do is spelled out in Zechariah 

8:16-17 as a summary statement. The last segment Zechariah 8:18-23 introduces 

another aspect of the restoration “on those days,” that many nations will come to seek 

Yahweh in Jerusalem. Zechariah 8:18-23 elaborates on Zechariah 8:1-17 with this new 

aspect of the restoration of relationship between Yahweh and Judah. The global 

theme163 of the larger segment Zechariah 7:1-8:23 is summarized as: In past days His 

people were stubborn and disobedient to Yahweh, but now and in the future (“on those 

days”) they need to return from their past ways, and live according to the word of 

Yahweh, because Yahweh restored his relationship with them, and restored Jerusalem.  

 

6.1.4 Relation between Zechariah 1:1-6 and 7:1-8:23 

The relation between Zechariah 1:1-6 and 7:1-8:23 clarifies the role of the larger 

segment of Zechariah 7:1-8:23.  

The theme of Zechariah 1:1-6 is the message to “return” to Yahweh. This 

message was first delivered to Israel’s forefathers by the former prophets, who told 

them to turn away from their evil ways and evil doings and return back to Yahweh. 

However, the forefathers were disobedient, which caused Yahweh’s wrath and 

judgment. The same message is delivered to Zechariah’s generation. This exhortation to 

return to Yahweh is based on the promise that Yahweh will return to His people.  

This local theme recurs in the larger segment of Zechariah 7:1-8:23. The themes 

of stubbornness and disobedience of the fathers are repeatedly mentioned in Zechariah 

7:11-13. It caused the judgment that they were scattered among the nations, as indicated 

in Zechariah 7:14. The exhortations in Zechariah 8:16-17 and those expressed by the 

imperatives in Zechariah 8:9, 13, and 15 are reminiscent of the exhortation “return to 
                                                 

163 Kim (2002:137) distinguishes between local theme and global theme. This study employs 
‘local theme’ for the theme of the smaller segments and ‘global theme’ for the theme of the larger 
segments or of the whole text when synthesizing the themes of the larger segments. 
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Me” in Zechariah 1:3. The local theme of Yahweh’s returning to His people also recurs 

in Zechariah 7:1-8:23, and elaborates on the future days telling what Yahweh will do for 

His people and the nations, in contrast to the past. 164  

In this way, it is suggested that Zechariah 7:1-8:23 is linked with Zechariah 1:1-

6 by recurrence of similar themes in both segments. In addition to the link of Zechariah 

7:1-8:23 with Zechariah 1:1-6, there is a thematic development between both of them. 

165 In the following section, this study will examine the thematic development and 

relation between Zechariah 7:1-8:23 and the subsequent segments (Zechariah 9:1-11:17 

and 12:114:21). 

 

6.1.5 Thematic development in Zechariah 9:1-11:17 

The local themes in the different segments are as follows:  

9:1-8  Judgment against the nations 
The eyes of men are looking up to Yahweh  
while the eyes of Yahweh will be watching and protecting 

9:9-17  Rejoice166 and Return 
The promise of restoration by Yahweh through “king.” 

10:1-12  Ask from Yahweh.  
He is the only one who will restore  
and make His people strong 

11:1-17  Judgment message to His people and the shepherds (leader)  

This larger segment (Zech 9:1-11:17) has a chiastic structure. The first smaller segment 

starts with the judgment against the nations. The reason for the judgment against the 

nations in Zechariah 9:1-7 is given in Zechariah 9:8: “For the eyes of men are on 

Yahweh, and all the tribes of Israel.” In the last segment (Zech 11:1-17), another aspect 

of judgment is introduced, the judgment of Yahweh on His people, and their leaders.  

In its center, the second smaller segment of Zechariah 9:9-17 and the third one of 

                                                 
164 Aspect of the future days will be articulated and developed later in the segments (Zech 9:1-

14:21). 
165 Boda suggests a similarity between Zechariah 1:1-6 and 7:1-8:23 in terms of “the similar 

rhetorical flow” (2003a:402). Although he is concerned with the redactional process in Zechariah 1:1-6 
and 7:1-8:23 as the same source, he points to “a similar rhetorical pattern” (2003d:55-61): “These two 
sections share a similar rhetorical pattern. After a short message of challenge to the present generation 
(Zech 1:3; 7:5-6), they both launch into a review of the message of the “earlier prophets” (Zech 1:4a; 7:7-
10) before describing the response of the “fathers” (Zech 1:4b; 7:11-12b) and finally the resultant 
discipline from God (Zech 1:5-6a; 7:12c-14; 8:14).” Tollington (1993) and Meyers & Meyers (1987) 
examine the two sections’ connections in terms of their lexical and thematic similarities. 

166 As in Zech 2:14 (“rejoice”), the expressions “rejoice” and “shout” in Zech 9:9 is not a direct 
exhortation expression, but it is another expression of trust in Yahweh based on the promise of Yahweh: 
“Your king is coming to you, righteous and victorious” (Zech 9:9). 
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Zechariah 10:1-12 are placed. Both segments, where the imperative verbs are in the 

foreground, have a similar discourse structure, with the imperative in the initial position 

of the segments, and the reasons for the exhortations given as background (supportive 

line). In the segment of Zechariah 9:9-17, “Yahweh” (reactivated as “I”) is fronted and 

in focus, and the series of yKi clauses provide the reasons for the exhortations. In the 

same way, the series of yKi clauses function to provide the reasons for the exhortations 

in Zechariah 10:1-12. In this respect, the segment of Zechariah 10:1-12 is an elaboration 

of the preceding segment of Zechariah 9:9-17.  As the first smaller segment is linked 

to the last one, the second one and third one are related. As discussed in the analysis of 

foreground and background in chapter 4, this larger segment has a feature of 

imperatives as the foreground. Thus, the global theme in this larger segment is found in 

the imperative verbs: yliyGI (“Rejoice” in v. 9), and WbWv 
(“return” in v. 12) in Zechariah 

9:9-17 and hw"hy>me Wla]v; (“ask from Yahweh”) in Zechariah 10:1-12. Within the second 

and third smaller segments, there is a foreground indicated by imperatives as well as a 

background that provides the ground for hortatory remarks. Furthermore, from the long-

range perspective of the larger segment of Zechariah 9:1-11:17, the first and the last 

segments (Zech 9:1-8 and 11:1-17) functions as reasons for the exhortations in 

segments Zechariah 9:9-17 and 10:1-12 as well. The local themes of the first and last 

smaller segment are about the judgment with nations and Yahweh’s people. These 

themes are likely to be the ground for exhortations of “return” and “ask from Yahweh,” 

that is, the local themes in the second and third smaller segments.  

 

6.1.6 Thematic development in Zechariah 12:1-14:21 

The local themes in the segments can be divided as follows:  

12:1-8  Yahweh will make Jerusalem “a cup of staggering”  
to her attackers (Blessing on Jerusalem) 

12:9-13:1 Pouring out “a spirit of grace and petition” and “mourning”  
(Cleansing of Jerusalem) 

13:2-9  Restoration of the relationship  
between Yahweh and the rest of His People  
After judgment on the prophets (leaders)  

and to all the land 
14:1-21  The coming of the day of Yahweh 

14:1-5  The coming of the day of Yahweh as a warrior 
14:6-11  The day of Yahweh as King of the whole earth 
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14:12-15 The day of Yahweh as Judgment  
on the attackers of Jerusalem 

14:16-21 Worship to Yahweh on that day 

The subdivisions in this segment are all in a chiastic structure. The first segment starts 

with the message that Yahweh will make Jerusalem l[;r:-@s; (“a cup of staggering”), 

which means Yahweh will make Jerusalem so strong that the nations will stagger. 

However, this victory of Jerusalem by Yahweh comes with cleansing through his spirit 

of grace coming over them leading to their repentance, as indicated by the subsequent 

segment (Zech 12:9-13:1). The third segment (Zech 13:2-9) also starts with the 

judgment message to the prophets (leaders) and to all of the land. In this respect the 

second and the third segments (Zech 12:9-13:1 and 13:2-9) deal with the relationship of 

Yahweh and His people, and the third elaborates on the preceding segment. The theme 

of the last segment (Zech 14:1-21) reflects the theme of the first segment: Yahweh wins 

the battle for Jerusalem (Zech 14:1-5). This segment (Zech 14:1-21) is the climax of the 

larger segment. As will be discussed in 6.2.2 the phoric expression, “on that day” occurs 

very often in this segment, although it occurs sometimes in the preceding segments. The 

repetition of this expression in previous sections emphasizes “on that day.” The last 

segment Zechariah 14:1-21 starts with the expression hw"hyl; aB'-~Ay (“a day of Yahweh 

is coming” in Zech 14:1) in a participle clause, to signal the imminence of the day’s 

coming. The subsequent discourses (14:1-21) develop various aspects of the day of 

Yahweh that lead up to everything worshipping Yahweh “on that day,” even the 

remnant of nations that fought against Jerusalem in the final battle.167 Considering the 

repetitive expression of “on that day”, thematic flow of this larger segment of Zechariah 

12:1-14:21, and the function of the last smaller segment of Zechariah 12:1-14:21 as a 

climax of the larger segment of Zechariah 12:1-14:21, the global theme of this larger 

segment focuses on what Yahweh is going to do “on that day.”  

 

 

                                                 
167 Based on the differences between Zech 14 and 1-13 in their distinctive language, literary 

style, “the way the oracular material is presented,” and other features like “the eschatological vision and 
the absence of human authority” (1993:372-374), and the observation of “Zechariah’s themes reiterated in 
chapter 14” (1993:374-384), Schaefer proposes that Zech 14 was redacted for the purpose of linking it 
with “the Zecharian tradition” (Zech 1-13), and further elobration and addition to the other parts of 
Zechariah 1-13 (1993:368-398). However, this study proposes that those differences indicate “turbulence 
zone” as a peak or climax (Longacre 1996:38). 
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6.1.7 Relation between Zechariah 7:1-8:23 and Zechariah 9:1-

14:21 

The role of Zechariah 7:1-8:23 as an introduction is confirmed by the observations of 

the interrelationship with the subsequent segments (cf. Boda 2003a:405-406). Both 

subsequent segments of Zechariah 9:1-11:17 and 12:1-14:21 have their own linguistic 

features. In segment of Zechariah 9:1-11:17 exhortations in the form of imperatives 

occur in both center segments. In segment of Zechariah 12:1-14:21 the expression “on 

that day” occurs very often. These features, the exhortations and the emphasis of “on 

that day” (signifying the future restoration and blessings) develop and elaborate the 

themes in Zechariah 7:1-8:23. In this respect, Zechariah 7:1-8:23 is the introduction to 

the developments and expansions in Zechariah 9:1-11:17 and 12:1-14:21. 

The smaller segments of Zechariah 9:1-8 and 11:1-17 in the larger segment of 

Zechariah 9:1-11:17, with their local themes of judgment against the nations and Israel, 

develop segments of Zechariah 7:1-7 and 7:8-14 which belong to the larger segment of 

Zechariah 7:1-8:23. These local themes are also elaborated upon in the subsequent 

segments (Zech 9:1-14:21). The judgment will surely happen to the extent that the eyes 

of men will look up to Yahweh (Zech 9:1). The judgmental messages to His people and 

the shepherds (leaders) are articulated by Zechariah’s symbolic act in segment 

Zechariah 11:1-17. The theme of judgment recurs in the last segment of Zechariah 12:1-

14:21, in which most of the local themes of the segments are about the restoration “on 

that day.” The judgmental messages against sin are repeated in the last segment in 

Zechariah 12:1-14:21, as well as the local theme of cleansing which will be fulfilled by 

Yahweh’s pouring out ~ynIWnx]t;w> !xe x:Wr (“a spirit of grace and petition” in Zech 12:10) 

(Zech 12:9-13:1). Together with the hopeful message of restoration, the judgmental 

message is delivered. This juxtaposition of restoration and judgment messages occur 

very often in all of the text of Zechariah. This co-occurrence implies that true 

restoration should be accompanied by returning from evil ways, which is the point of 

the judgmental messages.  

In the same way the local themes of exhortations to His people in the segments 

Zechariah 9:9-17 and 10:1-12 build on the segment of Zechariah 7:1-8:23, and develop 

those themes. The exhortations to “rejoice” (yliyGI in Zech 9:9) and to “return” (WbWv 
in 

Zech 9:12) in the segment of Zechariah 9:1-17 are based on the promise of the 
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restoration by Yahweh through “king” (%Kel.m;, “your king” in Zech 9:9). In a similar 

way the exhortation to hw"hy>me Wla]v; (“ask from Yahweh”) in the segment of Zechariah 

10:1-12 is given because Yahweh is the only one who will restore and make His people 

strong.  

The local theme of restoration occurs very often in the last segment of Zechariah 

12:1-14:21, following on the segment of Zechariah 7:1-8:23.  In the introduction (Zech 

7:1-8:23) to the subsequent discourse (Zech 9:1-14:21) the local theme of restoration, 

what Yahweh will do for His people “on those days” (~heh' ~ymiY"B; in Zech 8:6), is 

briefly introduced. In the segment of Zechariah 12:1-14:21 various aspects of 

restoration “on that day” (aWhh; ~AYB;) are articulated.  

In this way Zechariah 7:1-8:23 can be an introduction to the subsequent 

discourses in Zechariah 9:1-14:21 to raise the reader’s expectation of what Yahweh is 

going to do “on those days” (cf. Boda 2003a:402-405; Tollington 1993:208-209; Kline 

1991:184; Meyers and Meyers 1987:l-lv). 
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7:1-8:23      Bridge168 (Transition) 
 
7:1-7      Judgmental messages against sin: 

The fasting for themselves not for Yahweh 
 

7:8-14      Judgmental messages against sin: 
Their stubbornness and desolation for it (do not listen) 
 

8:1-17 Exhortations of justice  
based on the promise of restoration of Jerusalem 
 

8:18-23 Another aspect of restoration:  
Many nations will come to Yahweh 

 
9:1-11:17 

 
9:1-8      Judgment against the nations 

The eyes of men are looking up to Yahweh  
while the eyes of Yahweh will be watching and protecting 
 

9:9-17      Exhortation (Rejoice and Return) 
The promise of restoration of Yahweh or through “king.” 
 

10:1-12      Exhortation (Ask from Yahweh) 
He is the only one who will restore and make His 
people strong 

11:1-17      Judgmental messages to His people and the shepherds (leaders)  
 
12:1-14:21 

 
12:1-8      Restoration of Jerusalem as a victory 

Yahweh will make Jerusalem as “a cup of staggering”  
 

12:9-13:1     Restoration through Cleansing of Jerusalem 
Pouring out “a spirit of grace and petition” and “mourning”  

 
13:2-9      Restoration of the relationship between Yahweh and His People  

After judgmental messages to the prophets and to all the 
land 

14:1-21      Restoration on the day of Yahweh 
14:1-5 The coming of the day of Yahweh as a warrior 
14:6-11 The day of Yahweh as King 
14:12-15 The day of Yahweh as Judgment 

                                                 
168 The role of Zech 7:1-8:23 as a bridge will be confirmed in discussion of the place and role of 

Zech 7:1-8:23 within the whole book of Zechariah, especially considering its relation with both the larger 
segments of Zech 1:1-6 and Zech 1:7-6:15, and the subsequent larger segments of Zech 9:1-11: 17 and 
Zech 12:1-14:21. 
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14:16-21 Worship to Yahweh on that day 

Considering the relation between Zechariah 7:1-8:23 and the subsequent discourses 

(Zech 9:1-11:17 and 12:1-14:21), the larger segments in Zechariah 7:1-12:21 have a 

long-range thematic structure:  

7:1-8:23  Introduction 
9:1-11:17 Development of the prologue 
12:1-14:21 Development of the prologue, and Climax169 [14:1-21] 
 

6.1.8 Thematic development in Zechariah as a whole 

According to the text level deictic markers, the book of Zechariah can be divided 

into five major segments (Zech 1:1-6; 1:7-6:15; 7:1-8:13; 9:1-11:17; 12:1-14: 21). 

These discourse markers play a significant role to demarcate the segments within the 

whole text of Zechariah. In terms of communication between the author and the readers 

(or audiences), these markers help readers to understand the total text by dividing it into 

smaller parts, and at the same time guiding them in its directions. Temporal deictic 

markers place the readers within the historical context, and occurrences of series of 

these temporal deictic markers indicate the continuity of the themes. The readers 

growingly expect the climax as the discourses develop within Zechariah 1:1-8:23.  

But then there is a sudden change of discourse markers. Without any temporal 

deictic markers the expression aF'm; occurs in Zechariah 9:1 (and 12:1) (Moseman 

2000:489-490). The change of linguistic features such as discourse markers, signals the 

possible change of discourse, with an emphatic attention to the focus marker. In this 

respect, there is a transition from the former part (Zech 1:1-8:23) to the latter part (Zech 

9:1-14:21). 

The larger segments of Zechariah 1:1-6:15 (1:1-6 and 1:7-6:15) have its own 

thematic structure with the prologue (Zech 1:1-6), and the developments of the prologue 

in Zechariah 1:7-6:8, and a peroration (Zech 6:9-15). In the same way, the latter part of 

Zechariah with its larger segments (Zech 7:1-8:23, 9:1-11:17, and 12:1-14:21) have a 

thematic structure: Introduction, development of the introduction, and further 

development of the introduction leading up to the climax. The overall structure of the 

thematic development of Zechariah as a whole is as follows:  

 

                                                 
169 See chapter 6.1.6 
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1:1-6  Prologue 
    
1:7-6:8  Development of the prologue170 
 

6:9-15  Peroration 
 
 
7:1-8:23 Bridge or transition (introduction) 
 
 
9:1-11:17 Development of the introduction 
 
12:1-14:21 Development of the introduction, and Climax 
              [14:1-21] 

 

As indicated by the analysis of relations between Zechariah 1:1-6 and 7:1-8:23 

above, the themes in both prologues are similar. The role of the segment of Zechariah 

7:1-8:23 is connected to the prologue in Zechariah 1:1-6. It develops the themes of the 

prologue, and introduces new aspect of the themes that are developed in the subsequent 

discourses (Zech 9:1-14:21). The first larger segment of Zechariah 1:1-6 is the prologue 

to all of the subsequent discourses. While the segment (Zech 7:1-8:23) points out what 

Israel did in the past, and how they refused to obey Yahweh, it also develops and 

elaborates the new aspect of Yahweh’s return to His people stated in the first segment of 

Zechariah 1:1-6: Yahweh will return to His people. What Yahweh will do for His 

people “on those days” are given as newly asserted information to the first segment. It 

rouses the reader’s expectations about what Yahweh will do for His people through His 

return to His people. In this regard Zechariah 7:1-8:23 is a bridge from Zechariah 1:1-6 

to the subsequent discourses (Zech 9:1-14:21). Zechariah 7:1-8:23 functions as an 

introduction to the following discourses (Zech 9:1-14:21) in a way similar to the 

prologue (Zech 1:1-6) and to all the subsequent discourses. In this way the larger 

segment of Zechariah 7:1-8:23 functions as a transition from the first part (Zech 1:1-

6:15) to the last part (Zech 9:1-14:21).171 

                                                 
170 Within this larger segment (Zech 1:7-6:8), Zech 1:7-17 functions also as an introduction of 

the subsequent discourses (Zech 1:18-6:8) as the development of the introduction.  
171 Van Dyke Parunak (1983:525-548) investigates the transitional techniques such as link and 

hinge to connect the segments of the text . 
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6.2 Other signals of the holistic structure 
Kintsch (1998:67-68) suggests several main signals for the holistic structure: Syntactic, 

semantic and structural signals with textual schemas.172 The construction of the holistic 

structure through the analysis of thematic structures within the smaller and larger 

segments, which were investigated mainly in chapter 5 and above in the current chapter, 

employs mainly syntactic and semantic signals. In addition to these syntactic and 

semantic signals, it helps to consider the structural signals of the text to construct the 

holistic structure. To analyze the thematic structure, in this section, these other signals 

will be considered.   

 

6.2.1 The oracles and the exhortation expressions in particular. 

As indicated by the long-range discourse perspective, text-level foregrounds are 

connected through series of introductions with the Word of Yahweh. The first three 

foregrounds feature with the temporal deictic expression hy"r>k;z>-la, hw"hy>-rb;d> hy"h', 

(the Word of Yahweh came to Zechariah) (Zech 1:1, 7; 7:1). The last two foregrounds 

have a characteristics of hw"hy>-rb;d> aF'm;, (Oracle, the Word of Yahweh) (Zech 9:1; 

12:1). The expression, the Word of Yahweh obviously plays a key role in the thematic 

structure of Zechariah. Therefore it is significant to consider the oracles and the 

exhortation expressions in particular. By considering these expressions and the 

interrelatedness among the segments across the whole text, it is possible to construe the 

holistic structure, and finally the overall thematic development in Zechariah.  

These foregrounds mark the changes to new aspects introduced by the Word of 

Yahweh (Zech 1:1, 7, 7:1, 9:1, and 12:1). In the text level foregrounds, each sub-

segment introduces the content of the Word of Yahweh. The foreground carries the 

mainline of the story or discourse, while the background supports the mainline. 

Sometimes, however, the background can also be in focus, and thus plays a significant 

role in its thematic structure, to contribute to the flow of information in the holistic 

structure. The oracles are mostly in the background, but these oracles, including the 

exhortations expressed by the imperative verbs, can be significant signals in the holistic 

structure. The role of the hortatory expressions from Yahweh to His people, indicated 

                                                 
172 He calls it macrostructure (1998). 

 
 
 

 

©©  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  PPrreettoorriiaa  

 



 

 247

by the imperative verbs, will be used to indicate the development of these exhortations, 

with a view to constructing the holistic structure from the structural perspective 

(Kintsch 1998:68).  

Most of the first part (Zech 1:1-6:15) consist of visions where the oracles are 

give as the background for the visions and provide the explanation of their meanings. 

The following segments are oracular parts: Zechariah 1:1-6, 1:14-17, 2:10-17 (Eng. 2:6-

13), 3:7-10, 4:6-10, and 6:9-15. 173 These oracles include some initial or summary 

statements, which are signals of the holistic structure (cf. Heimerdinger 1999:105).174 

In the mean time, the last part (Zech 7:1-14:21) mainly consists of oracles. Among these 

oracles the hortatory remarks in the imperative mood are prominent, and help to 

construct the holistic structure.  

In Zechariah 1:1-6:15 the oracular parts articulate the content of the visions, and 

play a decisive role in the thematic development as the discourses proceed. 175 

Zechariah 1:14-17 articulates the vision in 1:7-14a and gives additional information on 

the vision, and introduces general information to the subsequent segments in Zechariah 

1:17-6:15. Zechariah 2:10-17 and 3:7-10 also add new information to the visions 

Zechariah 2:1-9 (Eng. 1:18-2:4) and 3:16. Zechariah 4:6-19 is interwoven in the vision 

Zechariah 4:1-14. Zechariah 6:9-15 gives concluding remarks to the preceding visions 

and oracles in Zechariah 1:7-6:8, and further, Zechariah 1:1-6:8.176  

The syntactic features of the prominent visions in Zechariah 3:1-10 and 4:1-14 

have headings or summary statements (cf. Heimerdinger 1999:105) that paraphrase 

expressions in Zechariah 1:1-6. The expression yr"cex]-ta, rmov.Ti ~g:w> ytiyBe-ta, !ydIT' 

hT'a;-~g:w> rmov.ti yTir>m;v.mi-ta, ~aiw> %leTe yk;r"d>Bi-~ai (“if in my ways you walk, and if my 

charge you keep, then also you will judge my house, and also you will keep my courts” 

in Zech 3:7) paraphrases the expression ~k,ylea] bWva'w>… yl;ae WbWv, (“return to me, … I 

will return to you” in Zech 1:3). The expression yxiWrB.-~ai yKi x:kob. al{w> lyIx;b. 

                                                 
173 As Redditt (1992:249) points out, there are two extreme views on the relationship between 

visions and oracles: 1) visions and oracles as separate and “interpreted apart from its larger context; 2) all 
the materials in Zech 1:7-6:15 are “interpreted in their present context.” This study sees visions and 
oracles in their present place.  

174 He points out that there are some clues “as to their topic concerns through a brief statement 
or heading at the beginning.” 

175 See also the analysis of foreground and background in chapter 4.  
176 Some scholars consider these oracular parts as additions to the visions (Redditt 1992:249-

259). 
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al{ (“not by power, nor by strength, but by my spirit” in Zech 4:7) adds new 

information to the expression “I will return to you” (Zech 1:3). The expression in 

Zechariah 4: 7 is likely to be the way that Yahweh returns to His people. Likewise, the 

expression ~k,yhel{a/ hw"hy> lAqB. W[m.v.Ti [:Amv'-~ai hy"h'w> (“and it will happen if you 

surely listen to the voice of Yahweh, your God” in Zech 6:15) also paraphrases the 

expression “return to me, … I will return to you” (Zech 1:3). In this way, the 

exhortation in the segment of Zechariah 1:1-6 recurs and expands in the oracular parts 

of the segment of Zechariah 1:7-6:8, and is finally summarized in Zechariah 6:9-15. The 

observation of the oracles and heading (or summary) statements in oracles, which are 

especially in a prominent position among the visions and the oracles, supports the 

thematic development within the larger segment of Zechariah 1:1-6:15 such as the 

prologue (Zech 1:1-6), the development to the prologue (Zech 1:7-6:8), and the epilogue 

(Zech 6:9-15).  

In the larger segments of Zechariah 7:1-14:21 (Zech 7:1-8:23, 9:1-11:17, and 

12:1-14:21), there are hortatory remarks in the imperative. The imperative expressions 

in Zechariah 7:1-8:23, ~k,ydEy> hn"q.z:x/T, (“let your hands be strong” in Zech 8:9 and 13), 

and War"yTi-la; (“do not fear” in Zech 8:13 and 15)177 are related to the first hortatory 

remark WbWv 
(“return”) in Zechariah 1:1-6, and at the same time to the preceding 

heading or summary statements in Zechariah 1:7-6:15. This thematic connection 

continues to occur in the imperatives of WbWv 
(“return” in Zech 9:12) and hw"hy>me Wla]v; 

(“ask from Yahweh” in Zech 10:1). The latter part Zechariah 7:1-14:21 has a thematic 

development of structure that concurs with its introduction (Zech 7:1-8:23), in the 

development of its introduction in Zechariah 9:1-11:17, in the subsequent section 

Zechariah 12:1-14:21, and in the climax (Zech 14:1-21). As the introduction contains 

exhortations and the assurance of restoration by Yahweh “on those days”, the 

subsequent development of discourses also has exhortations (Zech 9:1-11:17) that is 

expressed by the imperatives “return” (Zech 9:12) and “ask from Yahweh” (Zech 10:1), 

based on what will happen “on that day” (Zech 12:1-14:21). The hortatory remarks, 

                                                 
177 These expressions are not direct hortatory remarks. Based on the promise that Yahweh will 

do to His people, however, they imply the exhortation to follow Yahweh (or return to Him) in a way of 
being strong or having not fear in Yahweh.  The context of those expressions indicates the promise of 
Yahweh (Zech 8:8, 13, 15). 

 
 
 

 

©©  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  PPrreettoorriiaa  

 



 

 249

expressed as imperatives in the larger segment Zechariah 7:1-14:21 assist the analysis 

of the thematic development, and thus the construction of the holistic structure. 

In summary, the observation of oracles and headings or summary statement in 

oracles in Zechariah 1:1-6:15 helps to see the thematic flow within this discourse (Zech 

1:1-6:15). Furthermore, the study of hortatory remarks and their connections (remarks 

in Zechariah 7:1-8:23 and other larger segments (Zech 1:1-6, 1:7-6:15, 9:1-11:17, and 

12:1-14:21) helps to see the role of Zechariah 7:1-8:23 as a bridge within the whole 

book of Zechariah. 

 

6.2.2 Phoric expressions  

As seen above, the observations of the deictic (or cataphoric) expressions in Zechariah 

helped to demarcate the larger segments on text level. These observations of the phoric 

(cataphoric and anaphoric) expressions also assist to construct the holistic structure (the 

macrostructure) in the discourse (Ehlich 1989:35).178 The expression aWhh; ~AYB; (“on 

that day”) seems to play a significant role to connect the segments to each other on text 

level. It occurs very often in the text. It helps to see how it carries the theme in the 

discourse by observing how it is placed.  

The following verses indicate the place where the expression “on that day” is 

located. In Zechariah 8:23 a similar expression, hM'heh' ~ymiY"B; (“on those days”), occurs. 

The expression “on that day” in Zechariah 11:11 does not seem to be related to the 

expressions that occur in the rest of the text. It does not function as an anaphoric or 

cataphoric expression to refer to the “day” in the future.  

2:15 (Eng. 2:11) 
3:10 
[6:10]179 
8:23 “on those days” (hM'heh' ~ymiY"B;) 
9:16 
[11:11] 
12:3, 4, 6, 8 (2 times), 9, 11 
13:1, 2, 4  
14:4, 6, 8, 9, 13, 20, 21 

                                                 
178  Anaphoric and cataphoric (deictic) expressions are one of cohesive devices (Goutsos 

1997:67) and this cohesion is important for relating the segments to the whole of text, because it has the 
“potential for relating one element in the text to another” (Halliday & Hasan 1976:27). 

179 This expression here in Zech 6:10 refers to the same day when Heldi, Tobijah, and Jedaiah 
have arrived from Babylon rather than to the future day. 
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These deictic (cataphoric) expressions may let readers expect further explanations or 

descriptions about “that day” in the future (cf. Wiklander 1984:104-105). At the same 

time the subsequent occurrences also point anaphorically to the same expression that is 

mentioned earlier. As the discourse develops, the repeated occurrence of it is likely to 

let readers connect both the preceding and the subsequent statement. In this respect, 

these cataphoric expressions can also point anaphorically to the preceding statement. In 

the last part of Zechariah (especially in the last larger segment of Zech 12:1-41:21), 

these expressions occur more often than the first part. The deeper the discourse develops, 

the more often these expressions are repeated. It seems that the concern about “on that 

day” is getting more intense as the discourse develops. In this respect the segment of 

Zechariah 14:1-21 is the climax in its use of “on that day” (In Zech 14:1, the 

introduction to the “day” is expressed in a participle clause to emphasize the imminence 

and significance of “on that day”). 

It is necessary to consider the context in which these expressions occur. The 

second (Zech 2:12-17 [Eng. 2:8-13]) and third oracles (Zech 3:6-10) confirm the 

meaning of the preceding visions, and relates them to the future events, described in the 

texts where the expression “on that day” occurs. The cataphoric expression “on that 

day” connects the segments of the second and third oracle with the subsequent segments, 

where the same expression “on that day” occurs. In the same way the oracle in 

Zechariah 6:9-15 confirms the meaning of the preceding visions and provides 

conclusive remarks for the larger segments (Zech 1:7-6:15, and 1:1-6:15). The 

expression “on that day” in the oracle of Zechariah 6:9-15 lets readers connect the 

preceding expressions in Zechariah 2:15 (Eng. 2:11) and 3:10 and expect the subsequent 

expressions where more explanations of “on that day” occur.  

The occurrence of the slightly different expression “on those days” in Zechariah 

8:23 is significant in regard to the role that the larger segment of Zechariah 7:1-8:23 

plays. The larger segment of Zechariah 7:1-8:23 is a bridge between the visions (Zech 

1:1-6:15) and the subsequent oracles and discourses (Zech 9:1-14:21). The prologue 

Zechariah 1:1-6 does not specify “on that day”, but the following segments in the larger 

segment of Zechariah 1:7-6:15 develop the discourse on “on that day” (Zech 2:15; 3:10; 

6:10). Zechariah 7:1-8:23 introduces the idea of “on that day” (“on those days” in Zech 
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8:23),180 to the subsequent discourses. The cataphoric expression “on that day” occurs 

once in the larger segment of Zechariah 9:1-11:17, which develops the local theme of 

this introduction (Zech 7:1-8:23) with its judgmental message and exhortation to return 

to Yahweh. The following larger segment of Zechariah 12:1-14:21 has 17 occurrences 

of this expression. It develops the local theme of the promise about the restoration of the 

relationship with Yahweh “on that day” in the introduction Zechariah 7:1-8:23. The fact 

that the phrase “on that day” occurs more often as the discourse in regard to “on that 

day” moves forward indicate that the discourse gets close to climax. Finally the 

expression “on that day” leads the discourses in Zechariah 12:1-14:21 to a climax in 

Zechariah 14:1-21. The hNEhi + a participle clause indicates the impending advent of 

Yahweh’s day (“on that day”), calling it for focus. Repeated occurrences of the 

expression “on that day” in Zechariah 14:1-21 also indicate the emphasis on “on that 

day.” Therefore, it is highly possible that Zechariah 14:1-21 functions as a climax not 

only in the larger segment of 12:1-14:21, and further, 7:1-14:21, but also in the whole 

book of Zechariah.  

In this respect, the observations of the occurrences of the expression “on that 

day” help us to see the flow of the thematic development and to construct the holistic 

structure in the text. It is likely that Zechariah 1:1-6:15 focuses on the present 

restoration and accomplishment of Yahweh’s promise, such as the building of house of 

Yahweh. However, some expressions of “on that day” in this part indicate that the 

accomplishment of Yahweh’s promise to restoration is not limited in the present, but 

include future aspect. In terms of the expression “on that day”, the function of Zechariah 

7:1-8:23 as a bridge between Zechariah 1:1-6:15 and 9:1-14:21, and the function of 

Zechariah 4:1-21 as a climax in the discourse of the book of Zechariah are investigated.  

 

6.3 Discussions on structural Issues 
To investigate the thematic structure and unity of Zechariah, it is necessary to consider 

the relationship between Zechariah 1-8 and 9-14. There have been many discussions 

whether there is continuity or discontinuity between both parts (see Schaefer 1993:368; 

Redditt 2003:306). Many scholars have suggested Zechariah 1-8 and 9-14 to be separate 

                                                 
180 This aspect of “on that day” in Zech 7:1-8:23 as an introduction is a new development for the 

Zech 1:1-6. 
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corpora, based on the distinctions between Zechariah 1-8 and 9-14 (Plöger 1968; 

Hanson 1979; Redditt 2008a:335): The occurrences of the name of Zechariah only in 

the first part of Zechariah (Zech 1:1, 7; 7:1, 8), and stylistic and lexical distinctions (see 

Coggins 1987:61-62; Boda 2003a:390; 2003b; 2003c). But there are also scholars who 

read Zechariah 9-14 as a continuation of Zechariah 1-8, and find the unity or continuity 

between Zechariah 1-8 and 9-14, based on literary style, rhetorical form, and lexical 

similarities (Baldwin 1972:66-70; Pierce 1984a:177-289; 1984b:401-411; Kline 

1991:179-193; Butterworth 1992:272-275; Hartle 1992:145-157; Moseman 2000:487-

498).181 Some scholars have used tradition-historical features to examine the coherence 

between the two parts of Zechariah (Mason 1973:306; 1976:227-239; Childs 1979:482-

483; Meyers and Meyers 1993:24-29),182 and others have used the form-critical method 

                                                 
181 Moseman (2000) attempts to examine the relationship between Zech 1-8 and 9-14 by 

admitting the differences between them and harmonizing them as they are. The differences (“dissonance” 
in his term) themselves are intended by the author to emphasize the messages: “the visions of Zech 1-8 
have not been fulfilled because of the faithlessness of the ancient Israelites. In such a way, 9:1 creates 
dissonance and introduces prophecies that tell of a new day, but not the day the ancient Israelites expected 
after 1-8.” Therefore, the differences between both parts are central to understanding the whole message 
in Zechariah (2000:494). Hartle (1992) attempts to construct the literary unity by examining certain 
grammatical and literary characteristics and by tracing the major themes. Butterworth (1992) investigated 
the structure of Zechariah based on the findings of rhetorical techniques, and find the unity between both 
parts. Based on his method to construe the structure in the text, he suggests that the structure in Zech 9-14 
is different from that in Zech 1-8 and 9-14 as follows (1992:195): 

1. The units are not so clearly marked off. 
2. The structures are less precisely indicated by repeated words, and so forth.  
3. There is much more inter-relationship between different subsections of the whole.  

Based on the findings of patterns of repeated words, he attempts to demarcate units, relate them to each 
other, and connect units. In the meantime, he attempts to explain the intention of the author by observing 
distinctive patterns of repeated words or structural features such as inclusio or chiasmus. Even though he 
is not mainly concerned with the redactional interest, he attempts to explain distinctive features of the text 
from redactional aspect. Due to his method to construe structure in the text, there is a limitation of his 
method to construe the thematic structure or thematic flow in the discourse. This study, therefore, focused 
on the thematic flow or development as the discourses develop by employing text-linguistic approach that 
will reveal more diverse aspect of the text in its structure, not only the formal structure but also semantic 
or thematic structure. 

Kline connects both parts through their formal structure and thematic patterns, starting with 
literary findings and hinge frame. He argues that the last part of Zechariah is “structurally interlocked 
with the earlier chapters by means of an intricate triple-hinge mechanism” (1991:192).  

182 Mason argues from “a very strong continuity of tradition between Proto- and Deutero-
Zechariah” in that “The lines of continuity can be seen most clearly in the centrality of Zion and God’s 
deliverance and protection of it, and his presence within it; the divine provision of leadership as a sign of 
the new age; the cleansing of the community to enable it to fulfill its mediatorial role, and above all, the 
note of universalism.” (1973:306). In another article (1976) he related both parts of Zechariah (1-8 and 9-
14) through five common themes between them: 1) the prominence of the Zion tradition; 2) the cleansing 
of the community; 3) universalism; 4) the appeal to the earlier prophets; and 5) the provision of leadership 
as a sign of the new age. Meyers & Meyers argue that the former part of Zechariah has “a consistency of 
language, a coherence of ideas, and congruence” with the latter part, “whether they are the result of the 
work of one or many prophets and/or redactional hands (1993:27). 

 
 
 

 

©©  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  PPrreettoorriiaa  

 



 

 253

to find the continuity (Portnoy and Petersen 1984:11-21; Floyd 2002:401-422).183 

There are some scholars who have used a literary and canonical approach to consider 

the final form of the text in their analysis (Conrad 1999; Sweeney 2000:566-567; Frolov 

2005:13-40).184  

The function of Zechariah 7-8 is central to the issue of the relationship between 

Zechariah 1-8 and 9-14. Therefore, the issue of the function of Zechariah 7-8 will first 

be considered, its thematic flow or coherence, and then the function of Zechariah 7-8 

within the whole text of Zechariah.  

 

6.3.1 The literary integrity of Zechariah 7 and 8 

Recently some scholars (Boda 2003a; Assis 2010) investigated the function of 

Zechariah 7-8. The issue is whether Zechariah 7 and 8 are separate units or form a unit. 

The relation between Zechariah 7:1-3 and 8:18-19 as a framework to construct the 

structure in Zechariah 7-8 has been discussed. Assis (2010:4-5) says that the answer of 

the question in Zechariah 7:1-3 about the liturgical practice of fasting is to be found in 

Zechariah 7:4-7, and not in Zechariah 8:18-19. Therefore Zechariah 7:1-8:23 is not 

likely to be a unit, with chapters 7 and 8 forming separate units. On the other hand, 

Boda (2003a; cf. Meyers and Meyers 1987:442-443) argues that both sections (Zech 

7:1-3 and 8:18-19) consists of the question and answer on the liturgical practice of 

                                                 
183 Following Weis’s argument on aF'm; (1986. A definition of the Genre massa in the Hebrew 

Bible Ph. D diss., Claremont Graduate School; Oracle in Anchor Bible Dictionary 5, 28-29), Floyd 
attempts to define aF'm; as “a type of prophetic book” and apply it rhetorically to be translated as 
“prophetic reinterpretation of a previous revelation” (2002:401-422). In this way the aF'm; in Zechariah 
relates chapters 9-11 and 12-14 to the preceding parts (2002:418-420).  

184 There are varieties of perspectives in canonical approach. Some scholars are interested in the 
canonical shape as diachronic approach. This study is interested in the text as a final form from a 
synchronic approach. Childs is concerned with the canonical shape in dealing with Zechariah (1979:476-
486). Petersen (1995:3) argues that Zechariah ben Berechiah (Zech 1:1) is “canonical” author of Zech 9-
14. Similarly, Sweeney (2000:566) argues that “[a]lthough the authorship of the book of Zechariah is in 
question, it is clearly designed to be read as a single work that depicts both the visions and the oracles or 
pronouncements of the prophet Zechariah”. Conrad reads Zechariah in the literary context of the Book of 
Twelve setting aside the historical context (1999:11). Frolov (2005:38) proposes an integrated reading 
approach for reading the canonical book of Zechariah. Interestingly, he suggests that Zechariah can be 
“plausibly interpreted as an integral, if complex, composition featuring two interrelated principal speakers, 
Zechariah (in 1:2-6; 1:8-6:15; 7:9-8:17) and an anonymous prophet identified with the book’s narrator (in 
1:1, 7; 7:1-8; 8:18-14:21).” 
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fasting, and that chapters 7 and 8 are a unit, although the materials between the sections 

were added in the redactional process.185  

This study agrees with Assis’s assertion in regard to the issue of the question 

and answer about fasting, but does not agree with his separation of chapters 7 and 8. 

Following the suggestion of Assis (2010:4-5) this study considers that the answer of the 

question in Zechariah 7:1-3 is found in the following discourses (7:4-14; cf. Conrad 

1999:137-150). These discourses do not provide direct answers to the question of 

whether fasting should be kept, but respond indirectly by way of questions (Zech 7:5-6) 

(cf. Meyers and Meyers 1987:394). Through his indirect answer (Zech 7:5-7) Yahweh 

points to the inner motive of the liturgical practice, and relates the issue of fasting to the 

disobedience and stubbornness of the former generations (Zech 7:8-14).186 The answers 

of Zechariah to the question move from the time of the former prophets to Zechariah’s 

generation in 8:1-8, and are given in context of the contrast between the past and his 

present (Zech 8:9-17), and again move from the current to the future (Zech 8:18-23) 

(Conrad 1999:143-149). The mention about the fasting in Zechariah 8:19 is not the 

direct answer to the question of whether the liturgical practice of fasting should be kept. 

Yahweh’s indirect response seems to say that He is indifferent to the practice of fasting. 

Rather, the issue of fasting is related to general justice in Israel’s society, to the matter 

of obedience to Yahweh (cf. Sweeney 2000:641-642).187 The mention of fasting in 

Zechariah 8:18-23 is about the new aspect of restoration. The mention of the fast in 

Zechariah 8:19 is not the direct answer to the question in Zechariah 7:1-3 but one of 

indirect answers, while it functions as the framework to relate chapter 8 to chapter 7. 

The segment of Zechariah 8:18-23 uses the fasting days to introduce a new way to 

celebrate and a new aspect (universalism) of the restoration and relates the new aspect 

to the preceding parts with “on that day” (future day of Yahweh’s restoration) in 8:23. 

                                                 
185 Many scholars consider chapters 7-8 as a unit, not as separate units (Baldwin 1972:85, 140; 

Clark 1985:328-335; Meyers & Meyers 1987:lx; Petersen 1984:122-123; Butterworth 1992:70-72, 149-
165; Tigchelaar 1996:244-245; Conrad 1999:131-150; Floyd 2000:411-416; Boda 2003a:393-395).  

186 Sweeney suggests that the answer to the question about fasting is found in 7:4-7 and further 
7:8-14:21 (2000:641-642). 

187 His analysis on this matter is similar to that of this study. “Whereas the prophet’s earlier 
response in verses 4-7 [in chapter 7] focuses on questioning the need or appropriateness for fasting alone, 
the present [Zech 7:8-14:21] emphasizes the need for justice on the part of the people as the Temple is 
rebuilt and YHWH’s sovereignty is manifested throughout the world” (2000:641). However, he sees that 
Zech 7:1-3 with 7:4-7 as an introduction and Zech 7:8-14:21 as “the presentation of Zechariah’s response 
to Sharezer’s earlier question concerning the need for continued mourning and fasting for the Temple” 
(2000:641). 
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In this way, the issue of question on fasting and related thematic flow makes sense 

when Zechariah 7-8 is considered as a thematic unit. 

This study divided the larger segment (Zech 7:1-8:23) 188 into four smaller 

segments (Zech 7:1-7; 7:8-14; 8:1-17; 8:18-23), based on the linguistic or discourse 

markers (cf. Clark 1985) 189. It attempted to construct the thematic development or the 

global theme (overall theme) in this larger segment, conjectured by the themes in each 

smaller segment (see chapter 5), based on the understanding of Zechariah 7:1-8:23 as a 

coherent and thematic unit (cf. Butterworth 1992:149-168; Conrad 1999:131-150; Floyd 

2000:412).  

 

6.3.2 The function of Zechariah 7-8 within Zechariah 

Assis (2010) suggests that chapter 8 functions as a “revision and digest” of Zechariah 1-

7 by investigating the relationship between the ten oracles in Zechariah 8 and their 

parallels in Zechariah 1-7. Assis’s analysis of chapter 8 in relation to chapters 1-7 is 

partially right. As discussed above, the relation between Zechariah 1:1-6 and Zechariah 

1:7-6:15, and relation between Zechariah 1:1-6 and 7:1-8:23 possibly reflect the relation 

of Zechariah 1-7 and Zechariah 8 suggested by Assis. However, this observation 

overlooks Zechariah 7-8 as a thematic and coherent segment. In this section, the further 

relationship between Zechariah 7-8 and 9-14, a thematic development or flow in 

Zechariah 7-14, and the function of Zechariah 7-8 within the whole book of Zechariah 

will be discussed.  

This study proposes that the larger segment of Zechariah 7:1-8:23 is a bridge (a 

transition from the preceding discourse to the subsequent discourse) that is connected to 

the prologue in Zech 1:1-6 and is developed and expanded in the subsequent discourses. 

In this respect, the larger segment of Zechariah 7:1-8:23 functions also as another 

introduction (for the prologue of Zech 1:1-6) to the subsequent discourses (Zech 9:1-

14:21). The larger segment (Zech 7:1-8:23) is related to the first larger segment (Zech 

1:1-6), which functions as a prologue to the subsequent discourses (the visions and 
                                                 

188 This larger segment (Zech 7:1-8:23) is also demarcated by the text level temporal deictic 
expressions (Zech 7:1) and the following text level deictic (cataphoric) marker (Zech 9:1; cf. Zech 12:1; 
Malachi 1:1). 

189 Clark (1985)’s analysis focuses on the linguistic features to structure the segments to argue 
the unity of chapters 7-8, but without considering the thematic coherence or development in this segment, 
the consideration of linguistic features is not sufficient to construct the unity of this larger segment (Zech 
7:1-8:23). 
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oracles in the following larger segment Zech 1:7-6:15). Israel’s disobedience that 

resulted in Yahweh’s wrath and judgment, and Yahweh’s exhortation to return to Him 

as the themes are repeated in each larger segment. While Zechariah 7:1-8:23 is 

connected with Zechariah 1:1-6 as the prologue and repeats the themes of Zechariah 

1:1-6 (cf. Boda 2003a:402), Zechariah 7:1-8:23 develops some of the themes in 

Zechariah 1:1-6 with newly asserted information articulating the future days (“on that 

day”), when Yahweh will come. At the same time, the themes in the larger segment 

Zechariah 7:1-8:23 are developed in the subsequent discourses (Zech 9:1-14:21) as seen 

in the diagram above. In this respect, Zechariah 7:1-8:23 functions as a bridge or 

introduction to the subsequent discourses (Zech 9:1-14:21) by connecting with 

Zechariah 1:1-6 and by developing the themes in itself.190 

When discussing the structural issues, there are several arguments to be taken 

into account, especially the structural divisions on Zechariah 7-8, and also of Zechariah 

7-14.  

Kline (1991:179-193) suggests that the book of Zechariah can be understand as 

a diptych with Zechariah 6:9-15 as a hinge, and that major two sections (Zech 1:1-6:8 

and 7:1-14:21) are divided by other hinges (Zech 3:1-10 and 11:1-17). These three 

hinges consist of the symbolic acts of Zechariah. However, as Frolov (2005:16) points 

out, his structural analysis is not based on the structural markers.191  

Conrad (1999:131) contends that Zechariah is divided into three parts, 1:1-6, 

1:7-6:15, and 7:1-14:21 based on the date expressions. In his structural analysis, he 

suggests that the whole structure of Zechariah is based on the question and answer.  

“The LORD posed questions in 1.1-6 to the community, and the answers 
could be found in what the former prophets proclaimed. The questions 
Zechariah poses in 1.7-6.15 are answered by the messenger of the LORD. In 
7.23 a question is posed to the messenger Zechariah, and this last question is 
answered in part by an appeal to what the former prophets had proclaimed 
(7.4-14). In 8.1-23 the LORD begins to speak about the present and future. 
The two oracles at the end of Zechariah, to which we now turn, answer the 
question raised by the LORD himself in 8.6” (1999:153-154).  

                                                 
190 Using tradition-critical method, Tigchelaar (1996:243-245) argues the relationship between 

Zech 7-8 and Zech 9-14. Schaefer (1992:372) suggests, “In chaps 7-8 the concerns of the first part of the 
book culminate in a vision of peace and prosperity.” 

191 Frolov says, “Kline totally ignores strong signals of discontinuity, such as the date reference 
in 1:7” (2005:16). 
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However, this study does not agree that the question and answer functions as framework 

to construct the whole structure in Zechariah. The question in Zechariah 1:5 is more like 

a rhetorical question, and the answer in 1:6 is not exactly the answer to the question in 

1:5, and furthermore, this question does not function as a framework for structuring 1:1-

6. The focus of this segment is on the message of yl;ae WbWv (“return to me”). This 

message is given to challenge Yahweh’s people to commit themselves to the Word of 

Yahweh. yQ;xuw> yr:b'D> (“my words and my statues”) in Zechariah 1:6 reflects the Word of 

Yahweh. ~k,yteAba] (“your fathers”) are mentioned for the purpose of counter-example 

for the current generation not to follow. In this way, the rhetorical question (Zech 1:5) 

and following statement (Zech 1:6) are additional remarks to emphasize the main 

message of Yahweh’s “return to me” rather than the framework for the segment of 

Zechariah 1:1-6. In the same way, the questions in Zechariah 1:7-6:15 do not seem to 

function as a structural framework. It is true that the visions and oracular parts are given 

by questions and answers, but these questions and answers are only rhetorical devices to 

deliver more vividly the visions and oracular parts in Zechariah 1:7-6:15. The question 

in Zechariah 8:6 seems to be a rhetorical question, and does not control the subsequent 

discourses. This study suggested that Zechariah 7:1-8:23 as a thematic unit sets an 

introduction to the subsequent discourses (Zech 9:1-14:21). In this respect, it is not 

likely that the whole structure of Zechariah is constructed by the question and answer, 

and not likely that the relationship between Zechariah 7-8 and 9-14 can be understood 

as question and answers.192  

As Conrad (1999) does, Sweeney (2000) divides Zechariah into three parts, 

Zechariah 1:1-6, 1:7-6:15, and 7:1-14:21. In Conrad’s analysis of Zechariah 7:1-14:21, 

Zechariah 9:1-14:21 is the answer to the question in 8:6, but Sweeney suggests close 

relationship between 8:18-23 and 9:1-14:21: “whereas Zechariah 8:18-23 indicates that 

the nations will ultimately recognize YHWH in Jerusalem, Zechariah 9-11 and 12-14 

provide a detailed scenario of the process by which this recognition will take place” 

(2000:636). Furthermore, he argues that Zechariah 8:18-14:21 as a unit “provide the 

prophet’s final answer to the initial question in 7:1-7 concerning the need for continued 

                                                 
192 This study does not agree with Frolov’s (2005) assessment on Conrad (1999). According to 

Frolov, Conrad is controlled by “diachronic interpretational frameworks” (2005:15). It is true that 
“Conrad views Zechariah as a “collage,” namely a collection of preexisting fragments.” However, this 
assumption of “collage” does not effect on his synchronic structural analysis.  
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mourning” (2000:636). However, this study suggested that Zechariah 7:1-8:23 is a 

coherent and thematic unit, and that this unit as a larger segment develops a global 

theme within it, and this global theme is developed and expanded in the subsequent 

discourses in Zechariah 9:1-14:21. The question in Zechariah 7:2-3, given in a narrative 

framework, is answered indirectly in 8:18-23, while discourses concerning the question 

are still developing in Zechariah 7:5-7, 8:1-8, and 8:9-17.193 Besides, his analysis 

overlooks the discourse markers such as temporal deictic markers (Zech 1:1, 1:7 and 

7:1) and cataphoric markers (aF'm; in 9:1 and 12:1) to demarcate the segments within the 

whole book of Zechariah. Frolov’s (2005:16) critique to Kline (1991:179-193) applies 

to Sweeney’s argument on the division of Zechariah.   

Floyd (2000; 2002)’s structural analysis of Zechariah is very similar to that of 

this study. He divides Zechariah into five parts such as Zechariah 1:1-6, 1:7-6:15, 7:1-

8:23, 9:1-11:17, and 12:1-14:21. He pays attention to date markers (Zech 1:1, 7, and 

7:1) and aF'm; (9:1 and 12:1) for structuring Zechariah. The difference in his analysis is 

in his division based on the use of aF'm;. Floyd (2002:401-422) asserts that the aF'm; in 

Zechariah relates chapters 9-11 and 12-14 to the preceding chapters: The function of the 

segments of aF'm; is “to reinterpret what the prophet Zechariah discerned regarding 

Yahweh’s involvement in the restoration of Yehud in the early Persian period, 

elaborating on its implications for the discernment of Yahweh’s involvement in the 

events of a later time” (2002:418-420). His divisions of Zechariah are not based on 

synchronic dimension, but “essentially diachronic interpretational frameworks” (Frolov 

2005:15). 

Frolov (2005) divides Zechariah into three parts, Zechariah 1:1-6, 1:7-6:15, and 

7:1-14:21 based on the date expression markers (1:1, 7, and 7:1). The purpose of his 

analysis is “a genuinely integrated and coherent reading of Zechariah by adequately 

accounting for the peculiarities of the book’s form and content in a strictly synchronic 

perspective” (2005:17). By focusing on the formal layout, especially while 

characterizing Zechariah within overall narrative framework and observing mentioning 

him/herself in the third person, he identifies different voices, those of Zechariah and the 

narrator in the book of Zechariah. Based on these findings, he attempts to harmonize the 

                                                 
193 See details for thematic development in 7:1-8:23 in 6.3.1 The Literary integrity of Zechariah 

7 and 8. 
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differences between Zechariah 1-8 and 9-14. Especially by identifying Zechariah 8:18-

14:21 as the final response of the narrator, he explains why there is no Zechariah in 

Zechariah 9-14. His findings on the overall narrative framework in Zechariah are 

partially correct. Although the overall book of Zechariah does not display the 

characteristics of a narrative framework, much of segments in the book of Zechariah 

display these narrative frameworks.194 The last part of Zechariah in Zechariah 9-14 

mostly consist of a series of oracles. Therefore it is not easy to identify a narrative 

framework in this part. Besides, the observations of mentioning him/herself in the third 

person are not absolute standard to identify those expressions as different voices. As 

Frolov (2005:18) himself points out, there is a case that Ezekiel himself identifies 

himself in the third person in Ezekiel 1:3. When Yahweh is mentioned in the third 

person, those speeches are often considered as Yahweh’s direct speech (Zech 7:7-14).   

Boda (2003a) suggests Zechariah 7-8 as a bridge in its literary function within 

Zechariah as a whole. His analysis of the structure of Zechariah 7-8 within the book of 

Zechariah is similar to this study of the discourse structure in the book of Zechariah. 

The difference is that according to Boda (2003a; 2004) there is a contrast between 

Zechariah 1-8 and 9-14. He identifies Zechariah 1-8 as “realized” and Zechariah 9-14 as 

“frustrated” (2003a:407), in other words, “positive focus on the present” for Zechariah 

1-8 and “eschatological hopes and warnings” for Zechariah 9-14 (2003a:393). 

Meanwhile Zechariah 7-8 functions as connecting and harmonizing both Zechariah 1-6 

and 9-14 by preparing for the subsequent discourses (Zech 9-14), because there is 

contrast in the focus of each part. In the former part (Zech 1-6), the focus is on the 

present failure of Zerubbabel as building the house of Yahweh. The new age is not still 

inaugurated. To appease the present failure, the last part (Zech 9-14) focuses on 

eschatological aspect of the message such as building of the house of Yahweh and 

restoration (cf. Petterson 2009:14-16). Boda’s suggestion on the relationship between 

Zechariah 1-8 and 9-14 is based on the identification of xm;c, (“Shoot”) or rh'c.YIh;-ynEb. 

ynEv. (“two sons of oil”) as Zeruabbabel or specific persons. Similarly, Moseman 

(2009:575-589) explains the unity between Zechariah 1-8 and 9-14 through 

understanding the differences between them, especially focusing on the date formulae. 

                                                 
194 In this respect, this study attempted to structure Zechariah by observing the foreground and 

background in the discourse of Zechariah in chapter 4 an analysis of the syntactic structure. 
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He argues that “Zechariah 9-14 is set forth as a replacement prophecy that envisions 

future judgment and punishment and a new house of Yahweh” (2009:583). This study 

does not agree with contrast between Zechariah 1-8 and 9-14. There is a different 

emphasis in each part. Zechariah 1-8 tends to focus on the present while Zechariah 9-14 

on the future. However, in the first part of Zechariah there is also the aspect of 

indicating the future restoration from Yahweh. Although repetitive remarks of “on that 

day” occur in the last part of Zechariah,195 there are some remarks on “on that day” 

(See for details in chapter 6.2.2 Phoric expressions) that relate the first part of Zechariah 

to the last part of Zechariah. This implies that there is already a promise of future 

restoration by Yahweh in the first part of Zechariah. Boda argues that “Shoot” or “two 

sons of oil” are identified as specific persons, and that the passages mentioned of these 

terms are related to the present. But, as will be discussed below more widely, there is 

another possibility that these terms are not identified as specific persons. These terms 

are related to what Yahweh will do to His people in the future. In this respect, it is likely 

that the emphasis of the first part of Zechariah is on the present, but in the mean time 

there is also aspect of mentioning the future restoration of Yahweh in the first part of 

Zechariah.  

At this stage, it is necessary to consider some arguments on the identity of 

“Shoot” or “two sons of oil.” The issue of the identities of “Shoot” or “two sons of oil” 

is not related to structural matters but the arguments on these identities influence the 

view of the structure of Zechariah, the relationship between Zechariah 1-8 and 9-14, and 

the function of Zechariah 7-8 in particular. The identities of “Shoot” and “two sons of 

oil” are very significant. When they are identified as specific persons, Joshua and 

Zerubbabel, it is likely that the focus in Zechariah 1-8 is on the present situation, and 

thereby that there is stark contrast between Zechariah 1-8 and 9-14. Their role in the 

restoration of Israel was emphasized in the former part (Zech 1-8), and then in the last 

part (Zech 9-14), they disappeared. In this regard there has been much discussion 

among scholars.196 The main issues on “Shoot” or “two sons of oil” are summarized as 

                                                 
195 These repetitive remarks of “on that day” in the last part of Zechariah, Zech 14:1-21 in 

particular are explained by function of Zech 14:1-21 as a climax in its thematic development of discourse.  
196 There are several views on the identity of “Shoot.” Traditional views assert that “Shoot” is 

considered as Zerubbabel (Caroll 1979:163; Mowinckel 1956:120-121) or Joshua (Redditt 1995:66). In 
this view, the failure of Zerubbabel in Israel’s restoration demands the revision of hope of restoration, and 
Zech 9-14 is added to Zech 1-6 (or Zech 1-8).  On the other hand, some scholars challenge this view 
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follows: one view considers them as specific persons (Joshua and Zerubbabel); the other 

view considers them as a future figures.197 Both of these views are related to the view 

of the relationship between Zechariah 1-8 and 9-14. The former view contends that 

there is a stark contrast between Zechariah 1-8 and 9-14. For example, Boda (2003a; 

2004) identifies “Shoot” as Zerubbabel though there are difficulties, and on this ground 

he asserts the contrast between Zechariah 1-8 and 9-14. The promise that Zerubbabel 

will build the house of Yahweh (4:8), and thereby restore Israel was given. However, 

the historical reality was different. Zerubbabel disappeared in history seemingly without 

realizing this promise.  For this reason, according to Boda (2003a; 2004), Zechariah 9-

14 was added and Zechariah 7-8 was inserted for the purpose of preparing the future 

eschatological message in Zechariah 9-14.198 Some scholars also identify “two sons of 

                                                                                                                                               
while contending that “Shoot” is identified as a future messianic or eschatological figure (Baldwin 
1972:135, 137; Rose 2000:248-251; Pola 2003:165; Jauhiainen 2008:501-511; Petterson 2009). In the 
same way, there are also diverse views on “two sons of oil.” Traditionally rh'c.YIh;-ynEb. ynEv. (4:14) are 
translated as the two anointed ones” but recently this translation is challenged from semantic findings. 
See for detail Boda (2001). Some scholars identify them as specific persons or their offices such as 
Joshua the high priest and Zerubbabel. Rose considers “two sons of oil” as heavenly beings (Rose 
2000:206-207; 2003:184; Contra Petterson 2009:78-80) considering “heavenly council context of the 
vision” (Rose 2003:182). Some scholars consider “two sons of oil” as prophetic figures (Boda 2001:13; 
2004:275; Petterson 2009:81-82).  

In the view that “Shoot” or “two sons of oil” are identified as a future figure, Joshua and 
Zerubbabel are types of future figure (McComiskey 1998:1112-1113; Rose 2000:140-141; Webb 
2003:39-42; cf. Petterson 2009:39; Jauhiainen 2008:501-511). Although Stead (2009:143-144) argues 
that “Zerubbabel is the “Branch” of Zech 6:12-13 precisely because he is a “messianic” figure who rebuilt 
the “house” of Yahweh and through whom the “house” of David was re-established,” he distinguish 
“between “a messiah” (which is what any ruling son of David was – i.e. Yahweh’s anointed) and “The 
Messiah” (the final figure at the end of time who would bring salvation)” (2009:143; cf. Floyd 2006:280). 
Both of them stand in for “Shoot,” though not identical with it. As discussed earlier in the analysis of the 
thematic structure in chapter 5, this study follows this view: “Shoot” is identified as a future figure, not 
specific persons such as Joshua and Zerubbabel while Joshua and Zerubbabel are symbolically and 
rhetorically related to the role of “Shoot” and “two sons of oil.” As acts of wearing turban (Zech 3) and 
crown (Zech 6) are symbolic actions (sign-acts), the mention of Joshua and Zerubbabel symbolically 
represents the role of “Shoot.” As Jauhiainen (2008:506) points out, “what happens to Joshua is closely 
connected to the coming of Zemah.” Between the symbolic action of Joshua as cleansing in Zech 3:1-5 
and resolution of sin and prosperity in the future in 3:9-10, the message that Yahweh will bring “Shoot” 
in the future is inserted. In this context, it is not likely that “Shoot” is considered as Joshua (cf. Stead 
2009:136), and that the role of “Shoot” is more than what Zerubbabel was supposed to do, the building of 
the house of Yahweh (Zech 4:9), that is, cleansing and prosperity (Zech 3:9-10). 

197 There is a problem with view of “Shoot” or “two sons of oil” as a future figure. Although 
Zechariah repeatedly mentioned the future coming of “Shoot,” the message that Zerubbabel will build the 
house of Yahweh (Zech 4:9) is likely to indicate that “Shoot” who will build the house of Yahweh is 
Zerubbabel. This study suggests that the house of Yahweh in Zech 4:9 is Israelite community that will be 
restored. Therefore, this study considers the meaning of the expression, “hn"[.C;b;T. wyd"y"w> (his hands will 
finish it [the house of Yahweh, temple])” as the restoration of Israel.    

198 “Zechariah 7-8 appears to prepare the reader for the more negative tone of Zechariah 9-14” 
(2007:118-119). “Chapters 7-8 orient the reader to the future and provide the conditions necessary for 
restoration” (2003a:405) 
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the oil” (4:14) as Zerubbabel and Joshua or two offices that they took by translating it as 

“the anointed sons.” Redditt also attempt to identify “Shoot” as Joshua (1995:66). 

This study agrees with the investigation of Zechariah 9-14 in its focus on the 

eschatological aspect, and the function of Zechariah 7-8 as a bridge between Zechariah 

1-6 and 9-14 (cf. Boda 2003a; 2004), but does not agree with the identification of 

Zechariah 1-8 with its focus on the present. As mentioned earlier, there is a difference 

between Zechariah 1-8 and 9-14 in its emphasis on the eschatological “on that day.” 

However, there exists a perspective on the eschatological “on that day” in the former 

part (Zech 1-8) in the book of Zechariah (See 6.2.2).  

As discussed above in chapter 5, the literary context, reveals that Joshua and 

Zerubbabel are not considered as “Shoot.” Zechariah 3:8 says that Yahweh promises 

Joshua that he will send the Shoot. This indicates that Joshua is not a Shoot. Zechariah 

3:9-10 indicates that “Shoot” will come in the future, and will bring an age of cleansing 

and prosperity. This does not fit to Zerubbabel, either. This is beyond what Zerubbabel 

does (Petterson 2009:98-99). While both of them are not identical with “Shoot,” their 

roles contribute to the future coming “Shoot,” and are symbolically related to the role of 

“Shoot” (Baldwin 1964:93-97; 1972:135). In a similar way “two sons of oil” is likely to 

be related to the role that Zerubbabel (or both Joshua and Zerubbabel) will play rather 

than identified as both of them. Just as “shoot” is not identified as Joshua in Zechariah 

3:1-10, so “two sons of the oil” does not seem to be identified as specific persons, 

Joshua and Zerubbabel.  

From the observation of thematic flow or development in the literary context 

that “Shoot” or “two sons of oil” appear, the focus of these word and phrase are in the 

role they will play in relation to the priest and king in the furture.199 Zechariah 3 is 

about cleansing and promise for prosperity that “Shoot” will bring (Smith 1984:199), 

which is also preparation for the building of the house of Yahweh or restoration of 

                                                 
199 “Shoot” will not only be a king (Zech 6:11, “Shoot” will regain the kingship symbolized by 

crown) but also a priest (Zech 6:13, “he will be a priest on his throne”) (Jauhiainen 2008:509-510). 
Jauhiainen also argues that the turban (@ynIc', Zech 3:5) and crown (tArj'[], Zech 6:11) are understood in the 
background of Ezekiel as Zechariah repeatedly emphasized “former prophets” (especially in Zech 1:4-6) 
(Jauhiainen 2008:504-505). Petterson argues (2009:88-92 [92]) that “the meaning of the term xmc in 
Zechariah must be understood against the wider background of what Zechariah calls “former prophets.” 
Here we find the use of differing terminology, but a common metaphor to depict the hope for the house of 
David beyond the exile, based on the covenant with David and the earlier expectations of a royal deliverer. 
The prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel each liken the house of David to a tree that is cut down or 
severed in judgment, and from which new growth will come and grow into something vast.” 
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Israel. Zechariah 6 is also about the confirmation of promise of restoration through a 

future figure. In Zechariah 4 where Zerubbabel is mentioned the focus is not on 

Zerubbabel who will finish the building of the house of Yahweh, but on the power of 

Yahweh who will ultimately make possible to build the house of Yahweh (Petterson 

2009:69).200 In addition, in Zechariah 4:14, “two sons of the oil” are identified as 

#r<a'h'-lK' !Ada]-l[; ~ydIm.[oh' (“who are standing by the Lord of all the land”). The 

expression “who are standing by the Lord of all the land” is paraphrased as #r<a'h'-

lK' !Ada]-l[; bCey:t.hime (“from who are standing themselves before the Lord of all the 

land”) in Zechariah 6:5. The role of them are related to that in the future. In this respect, 

the role of “two sons of oil” is not likely limited to the role of specific persons Joshua 

and Zerubbabel. The role of “two sons of oil” is beyond what they will do.201  

In this way, the focus is not in specific persons, Joshua or Zerubbabel 

themselves, not in the role of specific persons, but in the role that is related to these two 

figures, symbolizing the roles of specific persons, Joshua or Zerubbabel in the future – 

the significant theme such as building of the house of Yahweh or Israel’s restoration in 

the future.  

Basically this study agrees with Boda (2003a)’s investigation of the role of 

Zechariah 7-8, as a bridge between Zechariah 1-6 and 9-14, but in details this study 

disagrees with it while contending that there is continuity between Zechariah 1-8 and 9-

14, and the role of Zechariah 7-8 is not harmonizing the stark contrast between 

Zechariah 1-6 and 9-14 as Boda (2003a) argues.  

 

6.4 Summary 
Based on the findings of the analyses in chapter 4 and 5 (the syntactic structure and the 

thematic structure), this chapter attempted to construct the holistic structure (the overall 

structure) of Zechariah 1-14 by investigating the thematic developments within the 

                                                 
200 “Zerubbabel would certainly play a role, but the temple would only be completed by 

Yahweh’s enabling” (Petterson 2009:71). Similarly Sweeney (2000:610) mentions in this regard, 
“Zerubbabel’s restoration of the Temple as a signal for the restoration of the house of David and the 
overthrow of Persian rule.” 

201 The term rh'c.YIh (“oil”) in “two sons of the oil” is not the oil for anointing, as Klein 
(2008:165) points out. It signifies “unmanufactured oil” (cf. Hag 1:11), and it is related to “agricultural 
blessing” (cf. Deut 7:13). Thus, “oil” in Zechariah 4:14 is not related to the anointed office. The usage of 
this term indicates that Zechariah 4:14 is given to provide “hope of prosperity to the struggling postexilic 
community” (Klein 2008:165). 
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larger segments (Zech 1:7-6:15; 7:1-8:23; 9:1-11:17; 12:1-14:21) and the thematic 

developments (or relationship) between the larger segments (Zech 1:1-6 and 1:7-6:15; 

1:1-6 and 7:1-8:23; 7:1-8:23 and 9:1-14:21; Zechariah as a whole). Considering the 

thematic flow or development within the larger segments or between the larger 

segments, the holistic structure of Zechariah 1-14 can be construed as follows: 

1:1-6   Prologue 
1:7-6:8  Development to the prologue  

[1:7-17 as an introduction within this development] 
6:9-15  Peroration 
 
7:1-8:23  Bridge or transition (peroration to the preceding discourse  

and introduction to the subsequent discourse) 
 
9:1-11:17 Development of the bridge 
12:1-14:21 Development of the bridge 
   With a Climax (14:1-21) 

This construction of the holistic structure is aided by the observations of other signals of 

the holistic structure (cf. Kintsch 1998:67-68). The observations of oracular parts within 

the series of the visions in the segment of Zechariah 1:7-6:15 helps to construct the 

thematic structure within this larger segment. Oracular parts articulate the meaning of 

the visions. The oracular part in Zechariah 1:14-17 indicates that the first vision with its 

oracular part (Zech 1:7-17) functions as an introduction to the subsequent discourses 

(Zech 1:18-6:15). The observations of the exhortation expressions within Zechariah 1:7-

6:15 help us to see thematic continuity and expansion of each sequent discourse, leading 

to its conclusion in Zechariah 6:9-15. Furthermore, the observation of exhortation 

expressions (hortatory remarks) that consist of imperatives helps to construct the 

interrelationship between the larger segments of the book of Zechariah, and to see the 

role of Zechariah 7:1-8:23 within the whole book of Zechariah as a bridge between the 

first part (Zech 1-6) and the last part (Zech 9-14). 

The phoric (cataphoric or anaphoric) expressions not only help to demarcate the 

larger segments on text level, but also special case of “on that day” help to construct the 

holistic structure by relating the segments (smaller or larger) to each other, and to find 

the function of Zechariah 14:1-21 as a climax in its holistic structure. This observation 

of phoric expression, “on that day” in particular, helps also to see the role of Zechariah 

7:1-8:23 as a bridge between Zechariah 1:1-6:23 and Zechariah 9:1-14:21. Boda 

(2003a) argues that there is contrast between both of them. The first part in Zechariah 
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1:1-6:23 focuses on the present while Zechariah 9:1-14:21 on the future. Zechariah 7:1-

8:23 as a bridge harmonizes both parts of Zechariah to appease the present failure, the 

role of specific persons Joshua and Zerubbabel in particular. But the observation of the 

phoric expression, “on that day” in particular helps to see the unity between the first part 

and the last part of Zechariah. There is difference of emphasis on the present and future 

in each part. However, this difference does not mean the contrast between them as Boda 

argues. In the first part, there is already the aspect of the promise of future restoration 

from Yahweh, where the expressions “on that day” occur. Discussion on structural 

issues also helps to see the holistic structure of Zechariah, and the function of Zechariah 

7:1-8:23 as a bridge. In this way, the analysis of holistic structure of Zechariah suggests 

that there is literary unity and thematic development in the whole book of Zechariah, 

and that in this development of discourse, Zechariah 7:1-8:23 functions as a bridge 

between the first part and the last part of Zechariah in a way of developing the themes in 

the first part into the last part. The difference of emphasis in each part exists. The first 

part tends to focus on the present restoration to Yahweh’s people while the last part on 

the future restoration. However, there is already a promise of future restoration of His 

people in the first part. To put it simply, there is a paradoxical coexistence of the present 

and future restoration in both parts while each part has its own emphasis on the aspect 

of the present and future restoration.  
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Chapter 7.Conclusion 
 

A key to the structure of the book of Zechariah as indicated in this study can be found in 

the position and role Zechariah 7-8 plays within the whole book of Zechariah. As 

discussed in chapter 6 An analysis of the holistic structure of Zechariah 1-14, indicates 

that Zechariah 7-8 functions as a bridge between Zechariah 1-6 and 9-14. It concludes 

the main theme developed in Zechariah 1:1-6 and 1:7-6:15. At the same time it 

introduces another aspect of the theme (future aspect of Yahweh’s restoration indicated 

by “on that day”) in the subsequent discourses in Zechariah 9-14.  

This function of Zechariah 7-8 within the whole book of Zechariah was 

identified by observing, first of all, the deictic markers as discourse markers. This can 

be seen in the chronological expressions in Zechariah 1:1, 7 and 7:1, and also in the 

phoric expressions of aF'm; in Zechariah 9:1 and 12:1. Some scholars have considered 

this expression (aF'm;) as genre indicator or editorial marker, but this study pays 

attention to the deictic function according to a text-linguistic approach and therefore 

considers it as discourse marker (paragraph division marker). This observation suggests 

a way of reading the whole book of Zechariah using a synchronic approach.  

Some diachronic approaches used, read the book of Zechariah as divided into 

Zechariah 1-8 and 9-14. As discussed in chapter 4 and 5, the function of deictic markers 

in Zechariah 1:1, 7; 7:1; 9:1; 12:1 as discourse marker can be identified by analysis of 

the foregrounding and the background of Zechariah, and by analysis of the thematic 

structure of Zechariah in which demarcations of the smaller and larger segments are 

made. The observation of deictic markers as discourse makers contributes to 

demarcation of the larger segments in the book of Zechariah. The coherence of the 

smaller segments within the larger segments in the discourse development is identified 

by analysis of the thematic structure in chapter 5. The correlations between the larger 

segments were investigated by observing the syntactic structure in chapter 4. With these 

analyses, the function of Zechariah 7-8 to be a bridge between Zechariah 1-6 and 9-14, 

were made clear in holistic structure of chapter 6. 

The structure of Zechariah 1-14 can be summarized as follows.  

1:1-6   introduction 
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(exhortation of His people’s return to Yahweh  
and Yahweh’s restoration) 

1:7-6:15  development of the introduction 
7:1-8:23 bridge  

(between the former parts and the last parts of Zechariah) 
(exhortation and restoration with emphasis on the future 
aspect of “on that day”) 

9:1-11:17  development to a bridge 
12:1-14:21 development to a bridge (with an emphasis on “on that day”) 
  [14:1-21] climax of “on that day” 

This reading is different from that usually indicated by a diachronic approach. That type 

of reading considers the book of Zechariah as divided into Zechariah 1-8 and 9-14 

(discussed in detail in chapter 2 and 6). It does not see it from the context of the book of 

Zechariah as a whole.  

Our synchronic reading focuses on reading the book of Zechariah as a discourse 

and investigates the thematic structure and finally the holistic structure of the book of 

Zechariah. By doing it in this way this study attempts to indicate an inherent thematic 

flow or theme in the book of Zechariah. Our study shows that the larger and the smaller 

segments are organized in a certain way and that key themes are developed in this 

process. 

The first larger segment (Zech 1:1-6) functions as an introduction to the whole 

book of Zechariah. The theme in this segment is expressed in Zechariah 1:3, “return to 

me”… and “I will return to you.” This verse presents two main messages. One is 

Yahweh’s exhortation to His people to “return.” The other is the promise of Yahweh to 

return to His people as a way of restoration. The exhortation to return to Yahweh and 

the promise of restoration, is further developed in the subsequent discourses up to the 

end of Zechariah. In this way the first larger segment plays a guiding role in the 

development ofthe discourse in the book of Zechariah.  

The subsequent larger segment of Zechariah 1:7-6:15 develops the theme of the 

first segment still further, focusing on the current generation of Israel. The message of 

Yahweh’s returning to His people in Zechariah 1:3 will be realized in the way the house 

of Yahweh is rebuilt. This asserts the information found in the preceding segment of 

Zechariah 1:1-6. The message of Yahweh’s exhortation to His people in Zechariah 1:3 

“return to me” is developed into the cleansing of sin and the restoration of kingship, 

themes especially found in Zechariah 3:1-10 and 4:1-14. It is necessary to pay attention 
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to the prominent features of these smaller segments of Zechariah 3:1-10 and 4:1-14 

within the larger segment of Zechariah 1:7-6:15.  

The third larger segment of Zechariah 7:1-8:23 functions as a bridge between 

the preceding parts of Zechariah (Zechariah 1:1-6 and 1:7-6:15) and the subsequent 

parts of Zechariah (Zechariah 9:1-11:17 and 12:1-14:21). Referring to the message of 

“fasting”, the third larger segment of Zechariah 7:1-8:23, first of all, deals with what 

Yahweh wants His people to do, in other words, the way of His people’s returning to 

Yahweh. In this regard, the theme of the first larger segment of Zechariah 1:1-6 as 

“return to me” in Zechariah 1:3 is repeated, and developed. At the same time, another 

theme of the first larger segment of Zechariah 1:1-6, Yahweh’s returning to His people 

is also developed in the third larger segment. This time, a new aspect of Yahweh’s 

restoration is mentioned as indicated by the expression “on that day.” This indicates that 

while the preceding parts of Zechariah (Zechariah 1:1-6 and 1:7-6:15) focuses on the 

current situation of Israel, the subsequent parts of Zechariah (Zechariah 9:1-11:17 and 

12:1-14:21) deals especially with the future aspect of Yahweh’s restoration.  

Following the first larger segment of Zechariah 1:1-6 as an introduction and the 

third larger segment of Zechariah 7:1-8:23 as a bridge, the fourth larger segment of 

Zechariah 9:1-11:17 and the fifth larger segment of Zechariah 12:1-14:21 develop the 

preceding themes of “return to me [Yahweh]” and Yahweh’s returning to His people. 

Especially the last segment of Zechariah 12:1-14:21 focuses on the aspect of “on that 

day”. The last smaller segment of this larger segment (Zechariah 14:1-21) functions as 

climax of “on that day”. 

Keeping in mind the total structure of Zechariah, the former parts of 

Zechariah (Zechariah 1:1-6 and 1:7-6:15) can be indicated as focusing on the current 

situation of Yahweh’s restoration while the last parts of Zechariah (Zechariah 9:1-11:17 

and 12:1-14:21) focus on the future aspect of Yahweh’s restoration. However, it is 

necessary to consider these two aspects within the whole structure of Zechariah. The 

emphasis of the former parts of Zechariah falls on the current situation, but at the same 

time the future aspect of restoration is also expressed indicated by the expression “on 

that day” (Zechariah 2:15, 3:10 and 6:10). Considering the thematic development within 

the whole book of Zechariah, the way of Yahweh’s returning to His people is expressed 

in various ways in the subsequentsegments as the discourse unfolds. The former parts of 
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Zechariah emphasize the current aspect of Yahweh’s returning to His people, that is, 

Yahweh’s restoration of His people. On the other hand the last parts of Zechariah 

emphasize the future aspect of Yahweh’s restoration of His people. As this thematic 

development unfolds, Yahweh’s restoration is realized in both aspect of current and 

future, and ultimate accomplishment of Yahweh’s restoration is in the future, “on that 

day.” 

In conclusion, this shows that Zechariah is to be read as a whole using a 

synchronic approach, especially by employing the methods of text-linguistics. This 

study offers a reading of the book of Zechariah at discourse level. It points out how the 

smaller segments work together within the larger segments centering on the discourse 

markers. It also illustrates how the thematic structure develops within the thematic flow 

of the whole discourse of Zechariah. In turn this shows how the larger segments work 

within the whole discourse of Zechariah.  

In order to demarcate and structure the whole text of the book of Zechariah, 

this study pays attention firstly to the deictic markers, such as temporal deictic markers 

in Zechariah 1:1, 1:7 and 7:1, and the other deictic markers of aF'm; in Zechariah 9:1 and 

12:1. These deictic markers as discourse markersthat help to demarcate the segments 

within the book of Zechariah just as the paragraph marker does. According to these 

discourse markers, the book of Zechariah can be divided into five larger segments: 

Zechariah 1:1-6, 1:7-6:15, 7:1-8:23, 9:1-11:17, and 12:1-14:21.  

This division is also confirmed by the analyses of the syntactic structures and 

thematic structures in chapter 4 and 5. Further more, the investigation of the correlation 

between the larger segments and the thematic flow and the development confirm the 

role of each larger segment and the overall structure of Zechariah 1-14. By these 

different analyses of the sections of the book of Zechariah, the discourse of Zechariah is 

shown to be a developing theme of exhortation and restoration: exhortation of His 

people’s return to Yahweh based on the promise of Yahweh’s restoration of His people. 

Centering on the bridge of Zechariah 7-8 between Zechariah 1-6 and 9-14, emphasis is 

laid on the aspect of restoration in the former parts of Zechariah (Zechariah 1-6). Here 

in chapters 1-6, the focus falls on the current situation of His people. The restoration 

indicated in the final parts of Zechariah (Zechariah 9-14) shows the future aspect, 

indicated by repetitive expressions of “on that day”. 
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