
EARLY HISTORY AND GROWTH OF THE PR~SS IN SOUTH A"F~IOA 

CHAPTER I. 

IN•fftOIJIJOTO'RY NO'PS. 

The first printtn~ P-ress arr1v1la at Capetown in I800. 

I. 

It was not until more than a auaT*ter of a century had sl~psed, 'however-, 

before the freetiom of the Prase in South tt.ft-ie• wa.s obt~1ned, as the 

crowning glory of a stern fight on the pa:rt of a htindflll of Press 

pionee~• against the despotism of offici~ldom. The events which took 

plaoe chl'ring the unsettlerl years ot I8CO-I828 eonsti tute a -romance in 

the htstoey or South Afl"1ean journ~Alism, a l"Omanoe which waa echoed 

tn the Tr-anav&til n'JO:re than half a centuey- later wlten the P~euJa in that 

Northern Republic had frequently to week the protection or the Oourta 

of Law agaimst the iron l"Ule of President Kruger. These two periods--

I800-I82R in the Cape and I893-I898 in th.e Transvaal-- are epics tn 

the history of South ~f~1can journ~liam wh1eh stand out ~• landmarks 

deserving of greater recognition and attention than has 80 fat- been 

accorded them. R1ator1~ns h~ve, it is true, records~ the story of the 

st-ruggle for the freedom or the Presa in the Cape, but, as far a.s can 

be ascerta:1ned, the story ot the fight for l tbet-ty in the Transvaal 

'Republte· haa not yet been told. 

lowing pages to right th&t wrong. 

~~n endeavour will be m~de in the tol-

I 
ginee four independent ln:v-eat1gatot's have eovered the field 

or the ea'r"ly history of the Pre~s at the C~pe, an~ stnee thia bas later 
2 

been a:mp11 fte<'f tl'"te 'N'I"'1ter bas relied largely upon seeonria1'7 source a 

I 
L.J.Meurant,"Stxty Yaara Ago•; .a.C.G.Lloyd, "Btr-th of Printing in 

South afrio~": Professor J. du Pleaeia, articles in the•cape Times•, 
May 9,IO, !I, and I3tr,I929, and Gustav Preller, une Volk$tem• October 
Ist,I924. 
2 .. 

11The !ntroductton of Printing into South Af:rioa 1', by Douglas Moflurt1e, 
D1reeto1" of Typogr-aphy, tunlow typog~aph Co .. , Chi.cago, Ill1no1a, U.S.a. 
1as1Httn in brochure fo-rm. 

 
 
 



sources to-r information in this regal'(!. As far as the TTtt.tl'HtVaal ia 

coneel"ned, he has had t.o explol"e 11'1-rgin f1.elr!rt and research 1n this 

connection has among or1gin•l statutes and publica-

tlons. Th& Press in the State NAtal, lest 

ul&r both in its O"rtgln in its subt$Qlllltnt growth,. haa been the 

a1lb.1eet of fnl"ther research, moatly &T"ong t'Uteonda.ry soul"ees, the 

fruita of which are the sake of oompleteneaa. while 

due attention has also been given to the country press, antl. to the 

weekly and monthlf eate,-1.ng ro.,. seet1cnal and specialised 

an" publ1shet1 thA Union lfevote.., to South 

A.ft-1ean arrairs. Owtng to the rna.gniturle or the task, however, the 

survey cannot claim to be but -rathe,.. to the 

nature ann development Of ,..flp1""6Sentat1116 jOU1"nal8 falling within 

A complete li.at of newapa.pe,..a, or 
whatever kind, in ex.latenee in South A-rr1oa, on September Ist, 1932, 

haa been ineln(led as an appendix. 

EARLY PRINTING IN AFRICA 

The or the Press in Capetown 1n 1800 

waa the outcome or rrom the Cape to 

un, .. r whose cont-rol thtt then was. 

novel"nme'lt anfl other State 
3 
that an appeal for this printing eot71pment bad been 

refusf3,., by the at A:msterda.m 11"1 ant! another such 

the of Pol iey th• Cape tiect<18d to P.tlt&bl tsh a p-rinting 

plant and to Johan Ritter the appointment ot 

Superintendent. Boro,..e these plan!S ooulfJ be pnt into .gffect,howevel", 

the Cape was to the English a.nt1 'Ritter's high hopt!'ts 

were dashed to the ground. The privilege of being the first man to 

do pri,nti.ng 'in South Afi-it:.a was nevertheless not denied him. 

3 
of Printing into South Afr1ea tt. 

 
 
 



3. 
had a amall from 

tcou,-.oe and, opportunist that he was, msmor1alised Sir 

George Yonge, then at the Cape, to the efreet that 

he ftsueh trifles" as hla small apparatus 
4 

wonld allovY. this t1,.,e, l1ittt'tr w&8 no longer 

alone tn for in !795 H.H. Smith, a 

master pr1"ntar, to the Cape. These two, though 

l'iVti.ils, that in unity lay tttl"'ength and oombined 

in that T' ef.fo'r't s to obta 1 n appolnt'l11'tnt ae Government 

Printers. 

that he had alT'eady the greater or 
his pl'inting that he wa$ daily expecting the 

arrival of the of hiB 8nu1pment. He 

1n the event of his appointment, to eonfil'le hiwaelf to the 

p,.1. nt t ng of such pap ere s. wer>e rec.rn by the Departments 

of Government, w1th notieea of sales, catalogues, 

The Governor premised to 

consider the applleat1 on but Srni th to print 

in the e:xoept 1.n the se-rviees or the 

Oove-r-nrrent .• 

!n spite or Sir Yonge 

a pl"Oftla.mation on July !5, J8()0, ann.OlH'Hling the 

appotnt:rrtent ae .. p-rint.e-re to tne Oovernment or Meast'a. 

an inrluenttal wsll-establ1shed 

f1M'ft of" which hart preaa ani' types, 

three a Puteh Ritter and 

th made CO'ffln"On ee:nse the eompet1.t1on of this 

f1rm but in Vkin. On February 1, 

!BOO, plant had l!»e·e•1'lJ a.t 35 Plein 

was 

4 
These eonslstet1 of almanacs "calculated after the 

of the place", handb1lla, 
The almanaes were mqnt ionec't by Lady Barnard tn a 
!etteT" t.o Hen't'y dated June ! , !800. 

du Pless1s,n0ape Times", 9, !929. 

 
 
 



The Governor's provided a heavy fine, 

with the confiscation or all printing 

if anyone else presumed. to do a.ny printing whatsoever. 

Messrs. Walke-r and ftobertson were further giv-en permission 
6 

to start a weekly paper. 

Foiled in objeot, Ritter and Smith 

appealed to the Government tor recognition or compenaat1on. 

The Governor p1'om18ed. to purchase a Press whieh Ritter 

was expecting from Europe and, on September 20th, Smith waa 

enjoined to deposit with the Government all printing 

materials he had prooured. Meaars, Walker and Robertson 

were by no mean.a safe in their position as monopolists, 

tor complaints from other sources regarding the high 

printing oha.rgew, coupled with the Government's uneasiness 

about the printing by private persons of what waa in effect 

an official Gazette led the authorities to bring the monopoly 

to an end. by the or the plant. A Government 

proclamation of' October IO, 1800 announced this d.ee1s1on 

and eet forth e. reduced schedule of' prices for subscription 

to the newspaper, for advertisements and for commercial 

printing. A monopoly in the printing trade still existed 

only it had changed The sole right of printing was now 

vested in the Government of th.e Colony. Prior to the 

Government's proclamation, Messrs. Walker and Robertson 
7 

had commenced publication of the Gazette" and 

0 Atr1ean Advertiser", regarded bJ some historians aa 

South Africa's first newspaper. 

6. 
Lady Anne Barnard made the following interesting comment 

on this paper in the letter to Henry already referred 
to:- "This page is like a newspaper. The Government is 
resolved to have one If it answers as the printing of 
the almanae did in the Duteh time, it will be droll. The 
printer Ritter made a fortune of 2/- on this; eaoh of' the four 
diatriots took one at 6d-- all the inhabitants read or copied 
out of that one". 
7. 

August I6, 1800. 

 
 
 



When the Government assumed control of the printing 

p"t"Jess it cont.inued the publication of this paperr. 

Smith was offered a position in the Government 

Off1ee, but there 11 no frrrther record of Ritter. 

The plant was not 1mmedi.ately transferred from 35 Pleln 

Street to the Castle. A fourteen-page pamphlet on 

"Troostelyk Gesprek tusohen d.en Beere Jesus en de 

Moedeloose Z1el•, published in ISOI, shows that the 

van het Gouvernement" waa not at the Oaatle 

at the time of its publication. 

Mueh of the foregoing information has 

s. 

8. 
been extracted from Lloyd's "Birth of Printing 1n South Africa" 

the Dutch occupation of the Cape 

rrom I802 to !806 the printing plant was transferred 

to the Castle where the weekly newspaper was given the 

name or Oourantn and was printed and published 

every Saturday #ter Gouvernement Drukkey in Het Kaateel•, 
9. 

which was daily open for business from 8·12 and 3.6. 

This was nDeel II. No. I. January, !804 with the following 

1nser1pt1on as a head.ing: "Die ond.ergetekende dit-ekteu.:r van 

•Kaapsohe Courant' is op Hooge autoriteit gelast, hie:r 

mede bekend te maken dat alle publ1cat1en, proclamatien, 

notif1oat1en, Keu.ren, wetten, Akten of Orders-- van welken 

aard of benaming die ook zyn mogen, welke in dit weekblad 

B. 
Mr is Librarian of the South African Public 

Library at Capetown, whieh poasesaes 25,000 volume• 
(bound) of SOuth African newspapers, including all the. 
or-iginal eorreapond.ence, bail bonds, and documents in 
eonneotion with the first issues of all the early newa­
papert-\ from ISOO. He 1s therefore in an admirable 
position to gi-ve an authentic and reliable aeoount or 
the events or the period reviewed. 
9 .. 

Tha first page of the earliest issue preserved in the 
Museum is in 8 Introduction 

or Pl'inting into South Aftt1oa. 

 
 
 



6. 

weekblad zullen geplaast worden, en die bekragitgd zyn door 

de onderteek&ning van enig wettige, behoorlyke, en voldoende 

kennis aan f'-e ingezetenen dezer Colonie, even ala d.1e on-

m1ddelyke ger1eht waren tot hun, wien. dezetye in 't algemeen, 

of in 't byzonder zouden rnogen aangaan .. De Klerk D1bbetz." 

the period of Dutoh control, there 

was iesued on February 9th, !804, a proolamatien by Jan 
IO 

Willem Janssens, Governor, which is interesting not only as 

an early produet or the South Atriean Press, but also because 

of the place in whi eh 1 t was fo·und. A Library in Massaehu-

setts, 1n the United States, is surely one or the last 

places in which one would expect to find evidences of early 

printing in South Af'rio.a. But it was while searching in 

the Libraey of the American Antiquarian Society at Worcester, 

Massachusetts, for some early imprints, that I waa 

astonished and d.elighted to d1seover this broadside from 

Capetown. It was probably brought from the Cape by some 

New England ship Oaptain, it finally found its way into the 

incomparable collection in the Library of Society at 

Worcester, there to remind us more than a Quarter or a 

century later, or a thread of connection between the 

people of South africa and the people or North Amerioa in 
II 

the very early days of their 

ro. 
Proolamat1e: Jan Willem Janssens, Governeul" en Generaal 

en Chef, benevans die Raad van Pol!tie de Kaap de Goede 
Hoop, en den Reaotorte van dien in Zuid Afrika, ete.,ete., 
and etc., aan elk en een iegelyk die deze zullen zien of hooren 
lee zen, SALtn'! doen te weeten 
II. 

McM:uT"tie'a "Introduction of into South Af:rioa". 
"Pour hundred copies or this brochure were rept'1nter'J from 
"Output", the House organ of Messl"'s. Seligson and Clare Ltd. 
Vol. II. No. 7, I932. The writer obta.ineo the copy from 
whieh this informatton is culled, from the Meoical Library 
of the University of the Witwatersrann. 

 
 
 



TRE FIGHT FOR THE LIBER'l'Y OF PRES3 

So far no had appeared 

on the scene. This fact greatly puzzled a Capetown youth, 

Norris Henri 'Meurant, the only son ot a Capetown citizen. 
!2 

Aeeording to his book he frequently why it waa 

taking so long a to be establ1Ahed at the 

Cape. The settlel"a, he frow one or the 

moat freedom-loving in the Folland - and 

1. 

the F.uguenot 1 werr'e al ao people who ohe'r.1shed freedom. He 

eame to the conclusion that the settlers were syst­

ematically deterr$d from giving expression to their op1n1ona. 

In th1e he was right as subsequent e-vents go to show. 

The Gazette relgneff vr1th undieputed away 
I3 

for 24 years. It oonfine(! ttselr to the publication or 
Government orctinanoes, proclamations and not1.oes generallJ 

such or domestic advertisements aa might 

offer., 1)ol1t1os were str'ietly ba-rre(\, but a few paragraphs 

ot news offered for oooas1onal consumption, as well aa 

constructive artioles from the pen or Mr J·ohn Ba:rrow and 

other Government officials. Many years when 

the battle tor the freedom or the Press waa raging in 

South Afriea the H!ditor of the 'Gazette• so far f'oragot his 

allegianee to the powers that be to enlarge upon the •rull 

influence or free publioat1on on the minds, manners, actions, 

and habits of men in social lire". It was an otfenoe that 

not be condoned especially at a junoture when the 

OO"tet"nment haf1 seen fit to intefldiot the free Preas of the 

nountry. 

12. 
Sixty Years Ago•, of for 

the Freedom of the :P-ress 1n South Africa and the 
ment or the Firat Ne•spaperff, published 1n I885 by the 

Saul Solomon in Capetown. 
I3. 

Pt-oressor du Pl(!}ssis, "Cape Times", May 9, 1929. 

 
 
 



'!'he oonsequenee was as a writer in !832 puts it, "all light 

was immediately flung out of the and advertise-

mentsn as at the time,only It was now 

printed by Mr. 'Rr1tleki rk, and enjoyed., s.s 1 t did, the 

patronage of many town and eountry Indeed, it 

was ouite the Or'aole of some people, and the country far­

mer would, of all man, be most miserable, were he to lose 

the delight of luxuriating over the market prtees or "koorn", 

""Y goods and "tabak", and of pondering well all that follows 

under' the heads "Getttouwdtt and ttgedoopt" and the Gravesend 
!4 

news under that of "Overleden". 

Clouda were gathering on the horizon, aa tar 

as the "Gazette" was and its position as the 

only purveyor or in the eountry was aoon to be chal• 

lenged. On January 5, 1822, it publi8bed a notice to the 

effect that "Ris !xoelleney, Governor am Commander-in• 

Chief, has thought proper to f11:rteet that all publ1e oom­

municationa whieh may appear in this paper, signed with 

any official eease to be as official 

eo mmuni cat 1 on.s to those persona to whom they may relate." 

On Decewber 23, 1823, George Greig, a printer 

who had recently arrived London, discovered that there 

was no law prohibiting the publ1eat1on. of a newspaper. Be 

aeeord1ngly add.ressed a letter to Lord Charles Somerset, 

the together with the proepeotus or a news-sheet 

which he intended styling "The South african Commercial 

Advert1aer•, the objeet of whieh to be exclude most 

rigoroualy all person.al contro\Tersy, howevel"' disguised, or 

the remotest discussion of subjeets relating to the policy 
15 

ol" aiiministrati.on of the Colonial Government." 

14 
Cape of Good Hope Literary Gazette t tTan.nary 2, 1832. 

15 
See following page. 

 
 
 



the flat8t lame of tbe "Ooaa•cS.al MY•tla•a-• 

11th1oh on Januaq ftht 1834• •taled 1 

'". a1 ••. tln ... '.· .,....,, .. to ea\dll.a a eeu• 
or cene#a comwuoa\loa at tile CAPI or oooo Rct-1 
aho\44 take l'late at -. epen1bi ot a aew eeaaoa--
at a '1118 WbeD the al84 la aatunllr to 
loot ton&Jtt W1 tb bope that tile eveilte or the eu.o­
Oe.i1DI JOIW aar atoae. to. the 4laappoiatmeat of 
the lu...._-we oumo• '*' thb* ea euaplotowa 
oli'CNII8tance,. aad., aa tile p84\181 tanW;moe ot the 
fleDlal a ...... ,._, Gild p»o...,-.a the rla"" 14oa80fl 
81'1111 tbG fruit l• 10 we oaaaot tlit bo{Ht 
that tbe of ou f•llow ..,Jeota Will attea4 
ou:r. . . . ... ". and . flna11J orowa ou e · ·tOfi·te "'t tb that 

alou '*** 

He ft11le4 to lde auppon the poet ftGIIaa 

hlll81• -.o tAI4 an&vett ft.\h the uao setU•• •4 !lad 1Maa 
18 

uaaucceel\4 ln llle tabtaa ao\tntl•• a't I&Ylaaul'tna, 
:.if ,.,.... a p•oalnut olu.,..a at the oap., 884 

wllo M4 ooae ·• tb8 cape ,..._ lael&D4 ·•• 1M 

eapnes UlYltaUoa of 

fbe lHmetolea' ao,e...-ahlp ol &l• Rllfllle 

Doatla M4 •• M4 tbe· hopes ef theM bat 

ib RufaM wu •ooeedctcl bJ· Sb· CbPlee 19110• oa 

bta ntun fo• the aeooatt pflli.od ot hll adlalftls•••·•on 

4l.,1a,../ 

 
 
 



10. 

dlaplqad Jale matoofttto _, .,,. taSdirc a JJ»OOlauUoa 

patOhlltltlQC tho boldllal ot pub11o Mets.up. lOt onlf tbo 

""'.a so the edienoe wn threahAed Wlta .wv• 

pani:llaeat su Cbaz·lea wu ..... that theM _, to lMt 

ao llbdtf ot thousht &ad. ot 81tPft88l011 at tbl Cape 

dlu'ial 1\l.e ten ot otrtoe. ta the ot •u 
tweatbe tbe OOlOillste U tb.oQcb 08f ftN tm iDIUlOt 884 

lMt.ekwud. peop1o•. 

Dl tbltae oi ...... tanoea_, 

lt ftl aot ttlAt tbtl •epliett to tbt pe­
tlt101\eh tha .. lie OOtlld DOt MO ·bia 11&f etled to gl'a.At the 

Onltf petltt.OM4 oa hie owa Mltalt to 
whla Lad np1Sed. •• •• ,.., •• _.. • .,.. bo:1DB 

181·• fO'I ,...S,•atoa to plltt1111l ·tJbat tb4 atte» 

VOU14 boWt _, be 1)8fOh IAJ Gould ... 
1f-

•nve4 at•. la ·tJMl ·aeaau. a. ploaee!'e proo00484 •• 

tkou urang....u, •· M.._._, •• ·bad 

lat088M4 t4ma.U la •ttR ad '*- a 8bt» Cl'ri¥e4 at 
tile Cape 1f1 tb a _.. of trPe Ol't\GI'H 1Jr a tbm lA taU.& tt. iel\ 

bat\ go.ae puohas.S. tala oaN aaG pBOGDted it to 

Onie OD 0Gndit10D that.,._, .,._eat wa8 tahn ia'O U. 

bualneae to. a vaJ.AlAS dtll psepeota of nelQI to a 

poo1t1oa la•f! 

ftJ.eM p•e11111DUT negot&.attoaa no' in 

fttn• tor 1832, altbt)ugb.lt went putlf 

peta, Lol'd tht peatad-oa to. 
18. 

the ot a the 1...Ude 

of/ 

1t. Dr". •De Volketem•, Oetohe• 1a'l1 1114. 

18. llitlDtl to a h1ea4 lll LoM Cbttt1H eald l 
I foa-eaee 10 muoh •111 tria tm 1n4epeadent 'Pzaeea 
I b&YG ahel.YGd tbG Mt'-' QO. N \0 PYI tu:illmt • •• 
1.• t.e one ot thoee ·Wbt• a &n ottiu 
tlnde it dttnoul t to 'IQit1 a l'etu8f4 
the pultUo ere•. 

 
 
 



u. 

of the piOM\)H to t.e shOrt ftit paper, a 

acnth1r, ftB printed ·bf tl\e prtDW. &llCl 

.. tlrat ls.;u.o ·eppoued i.a l!uob, 1833. The. tollOWing 

wu the 1aat, fu the Go.verD.or found l:t eo oftonelft 

ba \he· rt..:L to :ataWa a eermo•· ovo• l t 

thHQ OOJkU tiOD8 ao=c 11114 alpt 

baYo beea to with YentuJte., but not eo 

t}r1ngle Ul4 ralft»l.lm, !her (btop·-:ed. ltte of a 

ot u. aebl tloua aD.4 of 

a A •t the now hD\Ure was .-t to 

ClOYOJ!BOJt tat_. lgAcr.re4,. OA ?th, 18M, -
t1re.t ot .,.. lotltlld 

._ Printing Ot:t ice., J 

The little group of pioneers ba,-:1 MeA bJ tbe &4-. 

dittion of Louis Henri Meurant,Jtlttbaelle&'ln81 IJII4 Joha 

lli-.s.iq.. me run ot tbe • ...,_... oontalaetl a bS.t 

ot oa. •1\\e tbt io110tflng three ..,.sea 

11111 be aa both q •egt.r4fJ tofte aa4 stoarialf/ll 

•lllat l• • t irdome tae ooua'" touaf 
What'• or at:rared., ehJl''• lost • tauft4 
ao•• t»m. -d .... put -· 
!he 'P&PW• 

•AbrQartl at h3111, lnti:emt o• atout, 
tn. ·. bM · o:r ••. ·Yl.fC w1 tb. · ·.· the 
Who ))O;sblbl¥ em tlo w.tth<.1ut 
rho· ,., .... 

"l''le WOJ:tb aa4 II8Jt "" tbea J'e1'ere. 
ADd t 401f bealBD the 
roa-awt. aot m,«et your cbee», 
lor tb1nk voa e'en ecm buy too d.eu 
the papowu .. 

1fh11e thla Oti\1Cr;lO had bee itl1fte on, M$&Bn 

Fal.tte aad. t·r1D81e ba4 been [t1'aff:te4 p8'ft11ostoa iso pibllah .. , 

 
 
 



two &A tbQ. -l1ab •4 0t.1"* aad tbeM 

4u.1r appeue4 1a 1834 .. •Uw Douth Atrieea tloumal• e.ct 

ftle ssoorat 

auabez- ot tke retent4 to the •,.\f'bl uan •t 
e&\4 1\e ooaseqtlenc,ea•. PriJtele aa be tow 

tbe OoYomor cad b•uweata.. Re lett t.b.e ooun:_, aa<t Ulen­

etta wot;e& 'file CoftmDr'• wUl 1• law. BS.a 
lt 

ae.ane ltllnatl.oa•. 'The uoath Atl'loa J0\l81411 ttl(l •• .._ 

vi.Ye lte oeeoa4 lacu.efi lta outoh GOtmWI'l'Qt• unttew the 

I\Ode:rate fSUitSaace of the A. oont1we4 f'OI' I\GU1f' 

ao reua. ·!be "ntenta ot b&e 'betnc aoatlr' 

w1 ttl ooo1Mluatteel GD4 Jte11,;1ou.a attun, pTe ao ottf.Jftla tD 

ottlcl&l qU.a%Wa. 

111. tbo wona ot dU Pleet·l• ( •Cttpe 

ft.,.•, Mar 10t.b) •The a\&1" et had. r1Ma cad tlla' 

ot auttoo:aor '1118 ha,et.urc to l'h aetttac•lt Papea ._. 

beatilDln; to tr;t:r1Qc ap tn vu1ou Qlltk'l''l•• aa4 YUi.ou 

PW'.'poaea.. Oa AuflUat 18th, 1834, the •Cbrotdole0 appearet. 

lb fUll 111 tle was· 11he sou\h Meoaa'Ule 

waa taatamouat 'o a OI"IG, the Y18W ol 

Lo'N Cba:rlea N&d oountftllnetrc nci tlleJt on •1o1aa M2' 

diftot.c tbo Nl&al ,owen. ttae *Oblvaio1e* 
10 

laftllll.W oa untU 1aae. 
1. o. Gutlbtna• ot otwGboop. hu in hU 

po·a,aes8SJ)ft ·• t1•n tUea ot the 

.6dveJ-t1 ... ., 

10. Prlacl•. hfened to I'Ule aa a *tteliD ot -
MfRJJ'aQt•a •a1xt7 Yeua Aco•. Ptee M." 

10. aftei1DJ41 SU ttiObUd Plutatt• tba 001-al ._.._ 
tur ... wotea •tQr, g1won.up.·.· h1a .. ·. aa a 

oonoem. I did tWI up• bJ gt•iae 
hSa lntormatioa. advertisetlento &ad eYoa e1 hie 
papa. 1111t M bad. no ad.l"*' aad his oawae Jla4 tew fltieada•. 

 
 
 



al, 
Mvnttae•• uoRd.1118 to • (aow 0.-) 0\tatav PHilo. ft4e 
ia tale 0817 oac in the lt 

bJ tbe J)ftSOGt O&Otf ti-Oil l!aaktnJ• Of tleapolat, at 4 atAle 

1Jl19U. ft2e peoapeotua uta out papu ftlU, ln tbe 

ftnt. p1ao.• sat;plJ b'Ade 01\4 ,.,. antS 11'111 lel'W II 

• .._,ts.auc ••41-. al*' ttwt 1ate»'eata ot tt1e 

na4ft wUl not h ovalooted, u4 •1. t \illl ttl ao b• 0\t% tWI 'tD 

•u• 1lteiWJ' •ttew•. 11 ue ... pHfld.lD£ aa oppori\1ftit.r 

te thoM eo •• Ut. the P88t bad ao uope tu taleate 

la ttll• t:11nett.oa. we hope tbeHbr to •..4Wanoe 11t.-at\mt b 

tht _. br k1Dd11ag aa lntanrrt ln fie 

to all patr1ot1oaUJ-inOl.tae« peraotlS to S'llp;;;on •• Sa tbl• 

n4ea..,.. aad we euceaU, ltopct tl'&at we alaall auttto­

tent ouppon to ue prooee41aa wt t1s ou;r ea'eJprt.e. '1 

fha GUbauitlUOD waa ·toa •n dollan a A aiQSle 

laoue coat at4t1l1Atra .. ftle pzrosp•owa 1• t\a'"' l&a.a- aat 

'ftVI narae. ot tibe pub11ohu lo pvaa u •a. OMs. 
D1e flat 1erao 4eal t 1ft til 

ttrel,lu tlaat the: ..­

.,. eV&otlv taU ill 1 te po11q ot 1• bat adda-­

tbat th1• ft8 not ...,.osgt17 dlle to lhtt ....a ot f*:plq ft 

taoiil •die ot human nature oa the put et u J>:rSaalt 

woo•41DI i••• ans.e1•• dealllt8 wt·th UMt 

li*tr ot tbe PJ:taa antl tbe eloaan ef Johnsoa tb&t 1A people 

t4th®t a Pnaa cannot IJe at o1v111ee4',.. tne11 

ba1\41..S ,Alee taYOtmlal .._.ai,ou •aoe 
•elatloaa. •Let u not quibble about wrJI'da. Xt tloee cot 

aattw wbo - at - ....... flhethu .. aH D\111sll, 01' 

•• llo11aaded-- 10 108£ ae w 1ln We, k.Ye ov hoaao ben. 

aa4 u ea latueat ot o0Wlh7 la lfhlob wt lift ls our 

latueat I 
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sa 
interest, we can call ourselves !he 

met ·with ineta.nt auooeaa. The second nu..elber published on 

January l4th, described the experiences of tho proprietor w1 th 

the first iasua. "He were gTatefully to see so 

ot thf!l na·tive (by native Greii moans Dutob.) inhabitants of 

this Oolony atl\ong ou:r supporters, and the numerous inquiriea 

which \Vere made as ta o\tt intention in fu:ture of 

into the Dutch langu.age the most interesting parts ot our mis­

cellaneous. intelligence convinces ue of the expediency ot 
23 

makill{; arrangements for tha.t pur-posen. The suppression of 

the '*Jtdvertiser*' was ul tima.tely due to the s in-

aversion to free speeab and a tree pxesa.. Un,dc:r the 

edi tot"ial guidax1oe of Falx burn t.tnd 11r1ngle, the "Advortis&r!t 

gre'N bolder and bolder until, in the si:·th edition a reference 

·to the nt1be.rty of tJte Press« i'fiata ma.d.e 'rhe following number 

began to reoort jud..icial proceedings and in particular tl>.&t 

the trial of cooke, Edvard.G, anrl Hoffman. ln 

tb.e twelfth number tll.e ·tea tiuJony ot oowpe% was o1 ted ae to the· 

benefits of a free PreGs. 

reports ot Cooke ... Edrads tzial. Thic was a aort ot test case 

to challenge the despotism of the Government; YJha. tnstead of 

torwa.rding a memorial by \ ta.t:r.oclot Cooke regarding a.ll.eged 

malpra,ctlcea in the d1spose.l of negro slaveo by Cllarles Blair,. 

the Collector ot cuatollle, and a friend of tile Governor's, ln­

di ted Cooke on a of publi.ah.in.g a libel,. together ti.'i th 

William Edwe.rds, the who drafted it., end J .& .. Hottman 

who copied 1 t out. The reports of the sensational trial went 

a long way towards increasing the sales of the 8 Advert1sern. 

file/ 

22. io the word which has since sprung into more 
common ttsage 

23. P:rofeaaor du Pleceia"' ueape )iay 8 1020. 

 
 
 



the stvoa couro .:1.1 
._,llaUta to M at ao erd• the daferd-

aate tHrl aU »•••ON!4 _,peuance. aatl wllo11F . .._. 

ffd.'.S. thfD ef the Sa . ._ lft4lotmeat•. ata 

._. a aetbaek to. a4 oa kt 4th tbe 

ot onq tbat u oullal' b pJOOf ot 

* n.ut ..w ot Oe·'·Adve•ttaer; WJl:lcb wu to oa thtt 
34: 

IQI hla .. t>IOYal. thl.s a 411 aatl. 

DUI!be• waa dU1J tlllM8d. 
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ot a cape otrtctal" 04verf10r· 10\.ltko the 

tot-: a tree P»eae aad aa .• waa eeotioae4 

ln •'P:rU, 1839 ..... the Ohar't& ot itht tl'eea 1ft SOtttll 

Atr1oa, tho pt.lbl!oattoa ot enr lthiett 

to o«rta1a nat vt'f &ttoaa, ant! 

4erto'* to ob14rftt 1008111be1 \tit 1i4ve:r,1atl'' 

ae' out to'l the thil'd tiae· Oft Cotohll 1128 aa4 $011't:laud 
18 

to •••"lee a 
fllt.. 'ball ha4 M\t 'btea eet JtoUl.ft(f &ft4 tbe 

ftlltD« et 1816 •• t1w et· •De 

aaa •• OI\JIDH,., Ma wea lle.tG»e tbe·. Chari& ot 
1h4 r•••• W boeft. ·Obtatae4 lAd 'Ule yeq tJhloh aa.w tM 

ot thotte two _. the --. ,._ b wh18 

LOJN.i I:lOIIeNt ltWied A d\t:\1 OA p,riattftl I 

• d. t.MWtaia otbft Jl·•&GtU.eal wone Aa e. ol 

pap•• _. eUU small, • blpoal,loa of tbla autar 
oanoot )Aave kea a ••weau..,.atatDS ......... &4 r.est t. Jrtgltltl­

ed u an to £ijt1tle ._ ,..._ bf p,...... 
fbe ltlw.• &lft'lYad .• boW«u, eat tho 4\I.Uoa \Ml'e Ia 

rtf 
1048* ai\4 Gwots U\4 e41·te4 • ._ 

vlhlle J1f. IMU.ao . ._ Lla, t,L,.D. e4l'-4 •»e whieh 

-.. bF l:tlt\t.tt·il'k * 
38 

1». r 1tc .. L.ao... • dea.ri1HI4 de tiaat· a 
ooave:rtac.t .JGR, u tM ft\\bt• ot · , 1aftda 

1n sou·• oat et 'the ·labia of •ne ,_.,.._ 
melac• a:roee •a.. aa4 aucoee4ed • 

hr a itoUia4ena.-l 111w 

e<tlWtl. I 

ae .. dU &D tbe • *'• ta, aa4 
L J •••Mt'• tea:ta •. 

a?. ft\la i11 4.-1 t wt 'Vi w:ro tully la W 111. 

aa. .a roa-1 1n. 

 
 
 



M.ltM la'al'a fil'·at newapap-.. 

'the hlato»r of 111••• "iwo _, &bbet 

.S.danUoal with that of SOuth Atrloaa Jwmal!' . .ad 

* ledH-aui teehe ltd.d-ahlkaaaae • ftwJ 

died almca\ a' birth while the lat'ie oon\J.nued , .... 

t,en\lf OY4JZ & loatg J)U'i04. lioth thft •i&W aa4 *De 

atailed off rit:bollt ifbA 11-ee-.-, ad, 

*ile de L11&a lato oompliud. nth 'the Ot the 

4t9'Mrmine4 to ottel' ao-.lve reais'taace 

aad. w hie cue betoJte the 001oaia1 Otfl.ce w The 

in the •:41iiiu u,. dOZtA3Ai aau raa not %ev1ve4. •ne veraa-. 
39 

wh1 Qll il rtilttll'reti to •r lieUJ:aa t u a k1G4 ot \Gb 

tud.ulge4 in pevocm&ll\iea QD4 GocietJ goaalJ). 

OlU> papU befOI'G t.b.e. 

Llbez·t..y o.t the Preas W*dW vaaulb.e 0010Aiat• 1 

a iittekl.r PGi)• p\&b11.®•u Lu -;l.tah. wu the 

p\ibl1fJhu \thile the edl to:.·1al r.apont4bil1 tr tell upoll the 

shouldeza of Peddy, a ty. tllbltn., garad-

U&te. l"U l.Lfe waa abel''• t.u. aaad. 1817 to 

SOth ln the wh.ea teQ.dy1ett fo-r, 

to a.a•lst in the edt wrshlp ot the 

.Journu". "The SOU111 il.t»ioaA QUAdtul;r douraal' 

fJtoa 1829 \o Octo... 1831, aa4 4\Utlfll 

1&3S..z4.. lt ·wae u.oi a howenl'. but a nlentiflo 

jotUaal vhloh aened as tbQ ozsaa ot tbe Souih Ablo.a la­

aUtQUoa 

1'1.\e Y•ar 1839-- \be year of ol 

'he 

 
 
 



19. 

the South African Press--by an ordinance issued under 
30 

Governorship of Bourke was followed by a decade of intense 

activity \n the newspaper :3om a of the more imp or tan t 

town were : 

A!'ril, 1830. • Do Ztlidc-:.trikar"'n n • 
June, 1830. H1lhe Cape of Good. Hope ti·te:rary Gazet1at•. 
December, 1931 . tt The Gra.hamstown Jo1.:u:nal" . 
February, 1833. u.oe Knapsohe CyclopeO.ie, published 
al. so in an .!t4ngli sh edi t1or!t the Oa:pe Eilcyclopedia-­
a. purely religious fou:r-page weekly 
1835, the usouth 1\f:rioan Cllriatia..u. .. a l.nission­
ary morrthly with a good aaaJ. of loc&l intelligence. 
1837, the HMode:rator a\d .Medi tatortf, journals, 
·with Dutoll a.s the predominant 
1837, with interests solely 

not a single i te1u of O'Jl'.dHi:atporaxy inl'orma.tion. 
1838, the tJE&ata:rn :P:r,nritlce Government Gazette" pub­
lialt.ed at Graluur•s·to·wn ev\u:y Tllu:raday ( f:roflrt JunfJ 12th). 
lase, the ttprioe Gurrentn every fortnight by o. W. 
Silbarbauar fvr ·tlta bertafi t of tbe Capetown mercantile 
oommu.ni ty. 
lU3S, u.oe Ware Afrik.&'lnn, a. Dutch weekly from Oct.4th. 
Ootober 1 l83St n De Houi:t..gbij n, a monthly of religious 
scope but wi t.o. some news of general i.ntelligeuoe 
In lB40 three ;jaurn.ala ma,da their on tbe first 
days of the yea::: 
lhe uoolonial Timesn at Gra.hamstown. 
l'h6 Timean at tbe present Cape Times 
Wllich fi:rs't appeared. in lf3?6 )and the uoape ot• G·OOd Hope 

Listtt, aJ. so at Oapetown. .. 

Of these, pe:rbaps the first-named, nne Zuid• 

d.frikaan" ia the most interesting. s-tar tad on A-oril 9th by 

Messrs. P.A.Brand a.nd O.N.lfeethling with the a.vowed objeot of 

awakening their fellow countrymen from their widespread apathy, 

it set 1 tself out to expose ffhumbu.gs*1 attong the f:trst of 

these bei.ng, the Free the Independent news:pa:oer, the 

t;tiaaionerl', and the .i:1lli llipine Party. 
32 

It ia claimed that 11 De Zuid.a.frikaan." was the 

first paper to reflect South African sentiment. 

30. See III. 

Its policy 

ct'.n I 

31. Professor du rl(;!£sis in the 1'imes" (May ll th, l9,f:l9}. 

32. By Dr. F. C . I . Bosman in u Dr&ma en tro:neel" . 
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can best be described in 1 ts own words: • In asauu1lng the 

title of .. De we hoist a be .. nner which eball 

serve aa a rally1Dg point to all Ooloniste1 both old and. new. 

In fact. all who 1nha.b1t th1s country end derive notUiebment 

from her bosom, art Ab1cans m.d are bound. 'both by duty and 

by interest, io further the well-being guard the reputa-

tion of our country". 

bi-weekly paper. 

It was first a weekly and later a 

The paper contir>.utd. under its original name un-

til l\194 when it was incorporated with "Ons Landtt. Th1s 

latter title was the one by which the l)&J)er us popularly known 

until ita dttnise :on April 8th. 1932, 100 yea-s the t1Junda-

tion ot uoe Zu.idafr1ltaan'*. i'he full title or the amalgamated 

organ \'li.S "De Z1JidAfr1kaan V$:ren1gd met Ons Landn. "Die 
33 

Burger" 1n commenting on 'the death of this and 

vonertible paper t!:!1d: ttH18tory ahows that Bolland-At:riktAne 

papers have nourished or sucoum.bed in propo.rtiolt as they hare 

correctly interpreted tha voice of the people. 1 0ne Land• 1o 

being buzied to-day. As a pione,ez in Alrik&Sills 

tnd leader of the aons Land" plqed 

a big put in the awakening of the Uollat\ds-.&frlkaans people 

in the Cape to a full real.isa:tion of their national oonsctous-

neest .After tracing 1 ter hiato:ry thltouv,hou.t t.he hundred ye;;z a, 

1 D1e Burger_. continued "When General Hertzog broke aJJtay from 

the conciliation sickness in l9l2 14 ons Lana• decided to follow 

the be a ten t.ra.ok ra thsr than to break a tll. the That 

decision sealed 1 ts As .oertainly aa General Hertzog 

triumphed, 90 eurel1 haa "One Land" porislled. It stayed with 

the Government but broke with the poople. i 4ha people h&d no 

t1ttua I 

 
 
 



ttae M a pretened • M & cov ...... ftg& 

ath.w tltaft. a , toee of the •• l.t ren a Ylotta to 

the polloJ wbidi ,.ooolftleed • •aorttlobtr of lMtYlda4tl 

nghte 1ft ·tlut ••ute ot 
ftG •cape of OOo4110pe O&llotto1 • 'ba• 

-. ot lAteHat. lt wae pdato4 Md p\11)11sbe4 "' Bri&tkla 

a4 110 be 140Yote4 aoluelYilt 1lo ttttu ... t, e:rttl• 

•aaut"-' ...... a,:,ett lNtPl u.de vbt.lb ot \be AboYe Reid•· ... . S6 .. 
oeu1.4. ae IOU.._ "be plaoed! I 

•• the 14Yenle1Jlc aotioem ot the 
tS.. Of ta••41ots.oa ., uclualve pnvtl•CtJI 

PepaD Of ... 

•rune& • • t..od bJ:aaat ot aut• 
•7o let, two bnaate ot mUk•, '*Ale 

Aa ad. •.·. ert. · lee•. ac. ·tn·014··.· .. · .. o<Jg.·••.··.•• hl•.· P.· a•tt:Qd .. ·e •. · tibo. 
&d1 ot tJl.._doa 1\w. •ttaVlOI be8ft p&elGU81r 

pleased to f.PfaA. ··' the \lft4eralpe4 to 
1U.YG the C01087° • 

ao·t aar llOft 11M ••• hla 
(11aYM or boftea1 . lnUaatea tba.t thor are to be 
had at tlut f011olf1DS .th84 PftCM·I 

•• •• OOOk a.o .". a1ooo two -do.- . do. l,aoo 
two bouoe ._vaata, 8t\Oilao l•o\iO 
A nouaa1c) two 81 000 

••• 

the toUOfllDB • exvaeu 110m the "Guette• 

• gtve,. aot u 8ft i.Ddloattoa •I <.tes•·uatloa, bu\ u 'be1fta 

ot .latueatJ 
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•!he people ot 0110\ltta haft haolVed to celebrate tbe em-
ancipation of lD a nttle worthy 

ot ·\beu tctelliaenoe Boo4 ceue . ft\IJ' 
ban to raiee an elegant building. 
to'r the ft\coPtlOB of a • zs., 

tlfha la -seizer : ro• b\lttoa hole. 
You can ue1tner aai your br · 
atNtt, tndtt1p 1a a full-faced, non-medicinal 

Of halt-and-hal-thOU\ & • 38 

•'lbe letmUfl*, tbe t1.-l1t papeJ- to 

1M f:)Ubliab.ed ou'\aldo ol oapnoa. •• dUe -.. tho lup1aa,1oa 

ecteaprise ot '*0• ha¥ifta left Olpetotta 11: 1 •. , 

OVGI'OIIIe d.lftlotdUaa t.n eetaltllOlllDB •• mala\14D­

lag tbe ,._,. la'•• Pffftff, a Jaad been 

unauoceaata1 wl tb ·the '1001oailt• tn C:apetoal, «1. to 

wbe:ro he beoa.e aetJoeiated v.ltb the •.Jcurtlal• 

whloh b:l4 ta th$ CJO&Dti.at J)&OQGd into ot OOdlonton, 

a to11n\W eldl 1a flll.PlOJ· 1l1e 'fl.ritol* llaa ln hla 

poaseaelon & J!llU\latU:ZI 01l ot the t1•et Of .. 

'Jetmlffl'. l' vae a v1 th 

oa tbe truat P*• 11b11;e t.hf •• pan of the 

paau 1I8ft tlba up. wt th a Yffl1 .Nl ••pavt of a ptibllo l'flfMt-

ifts of tJ\G Albaay • ot • Ottt-, 

of till.lllpos_ ea4 a 18Gdlatt ari1,c1e 1D which waa 

vtatl.oa aloae eeou eultioleat to OA'li.tle lt to a Locatio•-­

•• ta otbe• to lDrMn adeQUate n­
ameaU• to the !be ikilt•• doM Dot pl'OpOaa 

w lDtllct .. oa bla wb&t l• WJoaJlr called 

re.-bapa he ·baa aot ret cbOeeD a 

po11ttoal I 

.... Gaaeite1 , lo11018a 1838, pace 171. 

as. •fbtJ Ouette•, .Julr 1186, PAP ua. 

 
 
 



political 8D1 1\o la 80\ wltoll tM 
" WCtl'l4 1111h .,.,._;It ttut s.ta..-a ot the aav 

be jUdf:e« troa 'h lollMaa 1 -.n tbat 111 

•·e .... :boll ._, Of to pnaeat ._ J'ea!OIU wlU. 

the napon, ttblo1l we Mft __, ...... of t1l8 81 

thtt latll\t IOoletr. *"" toa 1a 

tlw ••lev• Qhapal on lio._ lalt. lext . ._, w ehal.l aa• 
tau to- tar lt blfon .. 

rM p..- 'beleu the aate ot 
1131 • .ad tbe WM S.t8U14 aa a _,1._ 

..-t to ftQ.HOO"''• a.ur 11811' ·Oft 1na 
WNtrl.J a taw 3JOlllllAl' lle14 

._, ln l\ .... * 02rao1e of tbe 

11:u·wa. ITOVlnoe •• tile otAy ,-- *loll, Yltup.,._. 

'loa, o.ou14 .expoea the pol18f of Ur. •tl the •c.-
1'1 

ael'cW •oa lew teu•• •• 1840• 

& rival Otl '\be IOtml tmde.r' th«t Ufbe C01011al 

,.._.. sad, -. 1!41 Of zw. labloa• U .• 

Like a. •O•t..oia1 A4Ytwt1a.1 &t-. a4 

·da Ple·ada tCNJ'at tam.t. eatS• 

-t• whiob .-ppeutKt ln lt __,. • .._.. wH ana . ..., to 

ttvl p\lbllo a4 the at sb8d 

oa A\'rU ate* 18401 waa the laet, tl* Geo:rp 

plla'\ aaa laeaa4 1)4per Clllad ·lbe •Ctpe 

troau• U••• aloh met •• • •• 
"COlonJ.n•. JJ.W. Catt.p'beU, •• ret ba:YiaC leuat blt 1eesoa, 

in the. •cepe ho.a'1• 1•u.e• •• •ea 
tbe . .._ ta .. , .UJ. eppeo a 

•• :ren•• 1 \tle •••· aoadl·ao,W - . ...-. o.t tile 

,..,_I 

 
 
 



24. 

38 
J\tdge Society. tt Sir George Cory regards thi e paper a.s 

a uaouri·ilous•• publication*'. 

'l'lle decade 1840-50 was as productive of neYe-

papezto, journals, and magaz1neB as the previous decade 

.Among the productions of thiB period were "The Cape Times 

Mail and :M.irror of Court and Counoilu 1 established on 11a.roh 

6th, 1641, by William Buchanan, and deac:tibed as na. new and 

valuable publication, re11orting with great ca.re md fidelity 

law court cases 1 prooeedings of Council, Munioipal:l ty, 

other meetings u; "Het Kaapsche Hand .. alshladtt and "(.rhe Sou·th 

African Advocate and Capetown Speotator•t; both establisbed 

in January 1845,. and neither lasting for very long;; flTl:l.e 

African J·ournal'1 (June,l843); n"'\ Register of Facta, F1o·ti,:rn, 

News, Literature, Comraeroe, and ArnusementM, whicll lasted 

about three years; the bilingua.l "Suidafr1ka.unsohe Kronijkn 

( nsouth African Ch:roniolen) on 5th; nThe Cape of Good 

Hope and Port Shipping ttnd Mercantile Gazette a, both 

in 1844, while in the san1.e year, *'•Hat Kaapacha Grensbladu was 

issued at Grahamatown by the versatile and energetic Meurs.nt. 

In January of the following year sHrbe Cape of 

Good Hope Christian lta.ga.zine 1t was established a.s the official 

organ of the Ohurch of England Evangelicals. 

un·til December l84B. 

It lasted 

Among the :many other publications which wexe 

at this tinle being brought into at the - some 

of them v11 th vary t1oubtful claims to the style and status of 

a. newspaper - were the i"Capc of Good Hope :r•enny .MagazitleH 1 
39 

published in Capetown in 1843, the naouth African Ohriatian 

ita. tob.nte.n u I 

38. i!ho has tht:: only approximately oom11lete copy of the 
11 Echott in his possession. 

39. Index to the Grey Collection. 
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26 

t111a satltsenoe tlut Ol'tlhOdDJt fore4ed •Do 

.lA 1083, a blweonr. the t1nt •• ·etU.ton, B.J.I4JIU1...._ 

bMOt aid \be ruw. I.a .. ¢J&4 aot ot 
the wn-.. 84 wen br' •ODao la.a•. ta 1a •r. 
VolUYriflftd• 09Uaba4oftd. •De Zlltdatn.tutan• llhldl h&4 

aa lq'Jutl.al at,iinlds ln to ·the Cht#Ob .-e,t1o.a. 

ad two ,... laa •ne and •r. VOllurniear!ll 

h8oaae 81Ml,...te4 \Ul4ett the ·.-. Of *Oft· • 

Voltablad" · ' o.bollt· l te 01a 

'b7 aa po&.ltll a& With the da&th ot 

Vaal Saadt ' ' CMfled putallea•oa.. lte plaoo •• _,. 

a papea acaw b1 Atltt ... 1tioala, •nte r•not• 
41 

of ._. Oeaoo'*-P va 11WS. 

ro..·u .- eatl of a. oen._,, •o. 
appeaH4 to• a abon wl\11•• a cmpa, 

Whiola arae4 the OOJatQ" aplMt Rboele• eve whlle he co­

Operate4 1!1 • 108M Jaa•. 
it will be fiOID that tbue to Q;pa p\'lblloat.a.eu 

ol any lttspO:r-.. W been contlaed to Qapetota aa4 

tola.* 'itd.a poolUoa ooulti sot 10DC OftdUn. U.* 1. s. 
LGAdoA .£dltott et ·Oilue•a .(P.!Ie a pzao­

Uoal blrl' to the inbohltaa of ll.llllbotb TcNa to cu.t a 

bJ Pf'ln\ias u a ttpoolmoll -. "AlCoa Dq Oazette 

aA\'1. 11.1--.ttMm m.ouole•. 'fbAt blat wae tatGD md oa 1m1 

Dtb. 1846, Jolul noaa Jiktll.lp tOUDtted tbe • h'ov.taoe 

IltRa14• dllcb 11 atw tlou.riattin8 the ., 
taea OYOZ' ,_.. lat• . ., Joba Pateraoa# who, ta !ep'tem-

w. 18.50, etuted tbe· •Eaatem a.1ld aoblOYe4 

the teat ot eatttas two JoUIDila fhase 

• t• ri Ill IJ .I . ·.1 •nu. it I. 1 Itt j IWillt; .. Jiji I. IIi 

 
 
 



p1on•e•s 1n 'tlle Jtaatorn PJtovin® wezre Dot alone 1n the f1e14 

()f there.. "the Port Telegraph sad 

Gazette'* (Septenibot Sth, 1848) JOd the 'Port 

!Q,1aabeth or ftegieter or P&sRing March 5tb 

l$50.. noth of thgse Welte outpaced by the more nubatant1al 

ana peftml'14Jn1 11ltJtald*, ot which the Hon. E. H. Walton, 

1. 0., ex-H1gh Cvmai.f.'Ul.loner for the unton ot South A.f:r1.ca in 

London is no'r f':ropl".le,or, while lU. £.». lfal t;on 1s ldl t.oJ", 

and Ult. J.L.Ialton, Man.atkilll Dtroctor. Po2t E11mabeth'a 

r1ewspaper seJ"vice has sinoe baen eftlazged. by the advent ot 

the "Advar\1ser*', ill oon3unct1\)1\ w1 th whica. is run a cotm\JY 

ediiion oalled the "Weakly 

br1nga to a ol·oe:l tlltt of the t1ret 

halt ot the J1ne-tamth oontu.ry.., lhUt the progress ln n••­

paper p:-oduction in the northem areas in lou.th A.fYioa Will 

be O\'lns1dered in detail l.at er· 1n th1s clla.ptu, 1t 1a lnstw.o­

t1ve to call a halt at 'tb1a ata.ge and comp• e tlrieft:y the 

poai tlon enat1na 1n the cape; The state, lata:l, and th:e 

Transvaal. More thaD thirty paperi baJ.1 appea.red 1n th• 

Oape (alt.b, •. not all of these ware et11l. 1n ests\(tnoe at the 

close of the. hnl.f-oentury); :tour aewspape,zaa ll&d $ppoz td in 

Natal; one in the Free state; and aone 1n the 

Th1a position. DS only to be expeotec!. i!Uly aewspapea 

developaen.t -.s oonftllod. to 'tthe L&ok of 

traneporil .tact.ll ties and ot ra,id 1Jlearte ot Ct)WllW'l1oat.ioa 

m111 8ffa1nst etu:lr d.&veloptOOnt ln the Borthezn 

The second b&lf of the N1n.etaentb Oen'turJ 1e 

notable from man.y points ot· View. It was dur1ns tb.ts periOd 

tba\ the l'reaa llade cona1d.erable atrlt.les 1n the ao:re nortbea 

puta I 

 
 
 



JWRW ot UOU1th Al:rlot• 14Jat WiG\ ot tho dd illpOI'faaat 

nmmp.apfte aow ia enetonoe 11JOM oainbllthed, tbtt' 
beotae 1io 'be aottwty asttOolated nth the bu11d1- up of a 

ne• that oouat17 Mfttif'tlpei'C a-. lnto bctJls on a 

eoalo. tha' the f»aedOm ot t'7oaa -.s to:t M4 

voa 111 the t!ra'ntrraal, that tbt Bcatu 1nto 

D(lnce, that mtd tae11lt1oa 

d·, veloped to .aa """eat 1tl1oh ttJ4&1lkiod lht 110a 
eatalled Ia produott.oo. that ovo .. 

md otbalt pt:tblloa,10JUJ bogen to fiatt • p!'Ot11ablc 

thut atkl;tnr to tbelr aoope, latlueuoe ad pntJt1p, 

awota to the ha11aaUon ot 
ea1 a ban•tftotar· the could be to 

Zt -..44 oot'Ye M purpoee -. tmt-ate tr40b 

·ml4. We»F tbat ln'to belllif alta' 1850 tt Tll&ae 

tit a ;:o numo•oaa that 'thta 110\44 1M ..Ued lo 

an iatoluable 11 thla •r• to 'be 

ot tlle eapfc1allf thoae ot tb.u oountzy •®ISla• 

ua of much atnolt tapo;rtanoe u not to ju•ttff MY 4.etai1tt4 

ntud.J. fbaH. are o.-tatA atlfJ,OOtfl of 'hoae boir• 

ova. to Vb1oh a'itontloa Dlst be fbey OtWtaln 

olYu-ooteriaW.oa wbioh ttn rtot eneountol"tld the nan­

ot tile ooun·t17. l.a the ftrat ,,he of 

the eount17 a.re ttltbezt laouod weokl1 C:Jr 'b1-woekl7. 

1'hef ,_. \UGL'?.llr bl11asua1., a 

wlllcb lt1 DCtt touad ln a alngta &efliPOf>02 in ct the lal'SO 

teniA ot ·\l'le t181oa. limY ot ·lbe oulle:r oount.-y ne\fllpQPC¥1 

wan aloe Mt\01184 wl th 

the "Mel.Ude f':Ne 'Prean and PrtaruJ•* tho. 

Chl'onlole I 

 
 
 



Qbrord.ele am ltutte»bEJill •• •tae Ml4del.IMIIV Hcurtw14 

ea Beltut uuua• \\Ue ,.tmdenq la <tn 'flh1oll la •ap&dlv 

INiag aupp1Qftttd a. deti:e to:: pl'thJ t1 t1ea, .euoA u 

the Hltuoo liUtta *, the '*LadJbl:&d (h.JUI'$A t• 1 'the l>etna:l ,_ 

the most &1pif1oant of Ueee ohuac­

pecUliu to the oouatr.r newepapews itJ· ttlo Pl'lnclple 

of blltasua.11-. a pJrinct.ple wtti.eh 'he wrt.t.ft llOuld like to 

nee to th• more lntluent1a1 ln oouaUt • 

The neoeeat \7 for 'b1l1Dgual1a t.a country tU.stw·lc\8 ulMa 

hom the fact tb.at• o·Wiftg to 1itt11\ed porJulfj.tloa ot the 

eatcet<t fOJ' .• eveq GD£ieu.vwr tmat ·ilG made to 

w all eecilou ot tb\l soattiU94 'rt\U.I 

le p:!OV'ide<ft .. ln both ott1cial 'lhie neouatt7 

oo·t 1ft the lazgo wlldD:e aat1daotcJrt 01'rf-i14At1ou 

a.n 0\l'lll..i\ed Without having to resort to t111a d.evlce. 

pr1no1ple, it la bJ o<m&AdeJta.ti.aaa, 

ls a aO\Uld one. Both j-lloh .aftd. ... 

ln tho country fl.ft prov1(1ed w1 th aa ot 

ftl.Ghovqa ot '\mf;l 1r4tlllacea 1a ao' 1n tbe1Jt o• bomee. 

The 11 Wblol\ ls ln fl'lttl!f dar use 

ad wbioh ls aoat llkG.lJ to be of &&Gi.t.ltalloe to oeotlaa 

1n tbolr dally 4eal!np wt th the otbu. 1t le., of OOW:'ee, 
no\ possillle to to 11l1at exteAt adYan._e ta. tataa ot 

.Ua oppoJrtanitr, bUt 1b.e vital the oounb7 

aowspapewa. ilh1e are a potetlal eou;roe ot 
sreat tV au.tual aM tole.ranoe. b:r ou 

soottoa ot this oou:nur 'bordZde the 

Oountl!7 newupap$nt ue 1oan tb$!1 

ot tbe totfns.J th.ey a2e dctVoied to looal lllt•Jleeta. 

aA(J I 

 
 
 



Ul4 ue 11\'\la o<:>DOeftllft4 with lntGmatlonal. alftal••· They 

provide web. Hading •t·td' ot • 1Mt;rMtlve 1\ataft fol' '" 

aad ,rort4e a 11nt 1Mtweea teattwed 

ln the :lame 41atzt'1ot aad ooat.rtltute b a maatl ll.Uu:te 

towud.e up the dUll ot h'M 11te. 'fheJ 
al_. provide u •iuoatlonal tutot ot &Ha' importance ln 

l'llwfl-a to.hoolt 4o aot or tibeR the ot 
edUoa.t1oa ls ot aa e.l-emeatUT uaturt. 

In or4ft to 11•• tadtce.,loa ot •• 
ot oounWJ Mft!:>at>eH ln 1M cape, the tollollllag -:: P111 

h&Yc been takeA hoa a tote! Of AP!'ftlltttate17 100. Ia 1810 

•11a.e colealtUJ1t Adver\1 eer aad &eraa'V::1eft4" waa 

aa a \'fMJtlr aenpcparJ *!he us. \tlmet 1114 

rul!en• Joumal*• a (1N4)1 •fbo aB4 

Uolteao lewa1 wat sot up 1881 tlld 11 ptl'b11obed ff'lf!t•t Fr141fl 

''tho J.e..tf:Ct AdVOGAte aDd t.nloa• ft:bt 8aW 

tb.e light ot (l&J in 1988, at 4 eo did •!be Al.bn1 11.1101 oad 

Ho1toao N••• vttb whlch 4l'e lneorpo:rated #1fte 

cea_ette" and •S\Oftlbo:rg Oou»J..g•a these wre f'ollowtt ·by t 

the fe-' • a. billagu&l wae.klr fo\mdad la 

the aw;e I *The an4 f)Ort:tx ... t Ad.?oos.t.e", 

fl blUQtUal weekly (18'13); "!be pubUehed 

1w1oo a week in (1trnl)1 "* md 
Cou.tb. ObJ'on1oltt8 & 

(10?9)J *!he and r.aat o•lqw4&ll4 Cldette•. 

a vt0ek17 )J •1tte .8ftt\ 'feo'Mm P!'0¥1DOe 

leva•, a bilingual woet11 (1004). 

tolllne undeJt tl\11 ute.«O•? 

ttftle aad U•ra.1tt•, oa 

t!ettaeat!Df'a I 

 
 
 



1\'he. Orutt nelnet A\d.Yft"t! .. aa•. a b111ft8lUl1 

r.tt1l'l11ahea tlDee ttt1ea a t:J.OU\l:. Ablcaa M4 

1t41ail in tOJJe; •!tie lo:rtb .. "'ern P:reofif·• ai Prteae,. !l!tiol\ 

olreule\tes ta oa \b• •. ,. 'ltrJm• 

at ?Jbioll l·eehuanalantt and tbe 

adjolftlftt: ·-te!'rl torletJ aatt tbe a bl.-. 

•etlr 
.tclOftg tM ftOft ·WSJ"(I 

eotabll*d. J.n ·the dllrt.na the a:toon4 Wt of the Jt!.notoentb 

wa:re •• (l&fW), tbe oltteet osuttrc 

fte11U'Pf\.,. 11t the weetewn P?OVlt10t1 vhtcJ! brl_., out 

a. edt t1oa fro:qutmt17 to 48 oontalntna 

apoolal tea ..... aft4 a HYlew •The 

Ft*lldtl A.«Yut1Dt'lt''* eett.:bl1t.ked in 1\1P8 at llllt-107,. the oalJ 

pal)er 1ehed ta Weet. an area ot 

nquare wtltta, Whteh a datl·r aftt.1 a we*17 etti '1rlon. the 

olrculatl<m Of ·the 1attt7 awron:matlrc 3s.ooo, ln 1899 tt 

l.teomno a untt t.a o:f th• 

!a Japft!!Q. ·poll ttoe rot la 

&t:rS.e• eftJ07'1DC a .afJd. latll:teatl&l ol:r-­

culattoa. not tm17 tn 'the bttt in ttOQ\Jl 

At.rt.• a (1.876) . 'the •cape !tmee• weta touudo4 ·bf 
VOlt a11t ft,.W.Iat.l'r&f lll4 WaG edl M4 

1895-1000 br Fv4e11 tt\ose wrt 
4Z 

the rO£,.ta\10Jl tantueoe of the 'Pflt>•· lt lr*• 

ooltetl ant11 192:1 lJ7 str 11ho died in that yer:tM. 

!hi :OMGtmt editoR te B.I.LOftl• ·xta fatael!O pi"'oeso 10 

unique net only ln soatta Ahtca bttt. also the London 

tta '!eattll\!t a'rO w1dG17 and. rea··:·ected. 

1dl.Ue I 
.IIi flfJIU"11 f 1t11Wt n·r .. ill $ ·----- .J . II •1tioiW1 •.. J li!!INlftllt.P !Pl • .... AMIQ J r ·wr h Jl"llflll11l'JI-· 

 
 
 



111111e oae ot lta teatuftlB le \he cl.,.. dd11 ogttooR ot •. 
flyrldbam Roblttaot:l. 

1ft faBWA7• taw • •!be SOO:tb Afrteaa lal&d.M8 

OAn\e lnto at oapetowa •« 1.n 1188 the· •queGDOtoa nu.lr· 
• d rHe P••••• """ eatalt11 .... , cdl*OUl&ttaa 

ln tbe teo.-. oapa ·r•OYlaea t.be Tnaetet. Zt 11 

nUl la exlateraoe to-dar. !be ttn\ ,..,.. ot •tAe eo.tb. 

ltrieaa le•• -. at oapetoa a • 3D ,.1-.. lt 

-. and OOD0111ato.,- in tone. 

' ' la ot llltenet u noM ._._ ooa ·dlo aa 

o1oa.elr aaso01at84 Wltll the of 1tbe .... at tt1e •• 

.. aleo .edited ·- \Mt1DCf .. f:he·t ...... to .... aav 
ot morl t s.a Atl'Sbau u 41e',U&ot . .Uollancuc Wh1eta 

-.. unttl 11GC> the s•...Uy aooepted OOtiD'taerpan o.t 

at the capo. ft&le waa. 1.-J .. Bia Pweee aoUYlUM .. 
have tteeD nten.cl te t.a 'hl• ..,te, 11blle Id-e bootc 

oonet11Altea ,.. ''"' au.tbenUo aoo.-• ot ·•• •tlf 
tor the fHe4oa ot tile at the 0.:4 Gllt:t ot· 'the atY·olop. 

ment ot the Pteee in the J'lMtf.._ 11\ leal -..aai 

• en•u-.t •111.• tuaiOlv.Bl llae 
ea .faa Twrteltu over bet oadelrRtl'P van Atfltllheld­

tuaoohea a. Ooe'*lrtae • P•wtftfd.e•. fte. U tle to 
t'ftltfi:cl•t 1lo lndle&t$ tb&t the l.c; ..... 'Ml8 DOt 

PI'OP• latl'i it •epnaento4 the ao-wlel 01 'be eeo48• • 

o.r 14\J.c.ll WM to 11e HaP.M t'la•l' Ul4 

 
 
 



the deau• oa the put of tile South U:rtcao 

born 1D.bab1 \ants of the Otp e tor a language of "their om 
45 

led 'o .great aot1'ri'i7 ln the wox-14 of 

many ot the publ1oat1on• s·aauc.d Wldet- the aegis of the 

Guootetap van I\egte and au .. oh bodl•a OAtmot 

at:rictlr be .reguded aa ttewspapes-a, the1 ma7 be 

be%e for 'heu b1eto1"1o interest aad io ll&k:e \h1e 1nveetle,-a­

t1on lnto the hlat\.,rJ aad powth ot the South African P;eeae 

In Ol'dett to cto 'ble moat eattst·actorilJ, 1t 

will necessary \o tt.e•1ate tbe chronologieal order 

whiob bas to far beea p:reeened as far u !)Oeclble ao tba.t 

the var1oua publtcattone connected with the 

mar ba treated togethe-r, JtatheJl tlu!n ecattft'ett about in 

tlle conalderatton ot o'her papeJI's of tbelr pe'ti04t 'thia 

la.,ter metho(l ·of tJ'ea'lment would have taken the 

papers out of their conte:rt, fhereby ro'bbt.ng them ot much 

ot their sipitloance. 

'rile object ot the •oencotskap van Hegtte 

Atritnners* was '*Om te ataan vtr one Ta:al, one laa.le, en 

one Volk". One ot the means this end waa to be 

mu:t the teau.e ot a mot'lth1y 'f)&J)er, 'Dte 

Patriot•, the firGt number of Which •ppeared on Janu.e.JT 15th 

ti I II .._, 

45. ,For a complete history of the .-ta.a.lctrydtt see uticl•s 
in "Die Hu1818DOot• 1ly J.H.B.de W:aal., to 
Ap:r11,. 1932. 

 
 
 



la?G.. It bad soaroely fitty eubsor1bers,. and wae 'be 

subject ot mu.ol1 advarae ori t1o1Qln Tile Cape Synod. of 

the JJUtch Obuzch d1seuased th; mat·tel' fmd or1 t1o1aecl tbe 

padpblet Children were forb1ddan to J<aad it and teachers 

to act as contributors or agents.. The •cradoekeclus-A:trs.uaa• 

sal d of lt : •semi-educated G,rtqua.a will eu:rely be del1ght.ed 

w1 th thie .. "Die Patriot" was further atte,o.ked by 

the 'rimes•. "The I *'De Zu1daf'r1kaanl} Gild othel 

pa.pe.%s. In r:r;!te of thie urjfavourable reception. uuie 

Pa.tr1otn at:ntgr).ed on until 1n 167? 1t beoam*l a weekly. 

years l.a·ter .1 t had 3, ()(';0 eubecrlbera, ·tta-v·inr 

regained favour by 1 ts oxpreseiont ot srJlpatb.y '1'1 th ibe Btle•a 

in the aou.tb Af!'iean ftepubllo, in thell' l)!oteste aga.£nst 

B:ri tish Annexation 1n lS'17. 1111s en.coul'agentet\t result" 

in the TaJitlb·ond ConsTees at }:ra.a:r1 a.eotdtng ln 

1896 to issue a monthly organ, Klyntji tt. the flrat 

A.fr1ka.a.no nou-po11t1oul organ. Both papere were undtur tbe 

e(li·torsb1p ot the Rev. C.J .. tht fo1t, tathe:r of the flrttt 

Afr1k&anee Taelbeweg.1ngl' 

4 cloud appea:r&d on hozl.aon whea he 

ori '1oi&$d Kruger am suppo:rted Rhodes • pol.lcy • 

even alter the Jameson Raid. lnflueatial of i;l\e 

Genootakap :reslgned and demanded \he ref\Uld of the1r cap1 tal 

in M att0uspt to tho flOltor of t11.e ln tlli.e 

thor we:re un.aucoeasful.. l\o\h cilJ:riad on uuti.l u 
l9C4 tbe etruggl..e bfJotUne too peat tor *'D1e Pa·triot•, wlU..le .,ou 
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El.1Dtjl• ..,. • the ghoat la the toUot41Jc ,... 

tlleeeeloa Jaad eaw.MKt 8liODI _.,.rlben 18.1 8\lf)pUttwa 

'' tt. pu'blioatloa of the of a:a.wr ottlMI'G 
.._ ,._.. t.U lato 

dlet&You:r ad ._ thar dled 'hSH .... t• 'People w. 
tJMtlr aa a loea. OfJJ1d papen &HM tcJ tlll 

-. bHGOb. •ne aood8 1100p• la Julr, 1903, ur&d• 

tbe tM1lto.ahlp of .A4Yooate- J.a .. a. de Waa1 8114 &s a'W iA 

•1utonoe at the t.._. 
•on. raa1• wu eetaltllabed Ill 1907 a 4 ooatialo4 

uatl11901. It apN.-84lal914 aa •oae the 

Oftlolal oqaa Of tbe lteUeaboacb. Ahlbaue taa1 

a4 laW noosMee4 u '-1111 the· et alailiW IIOYell&aU 

la *- Weat ... PJOYlnoe. 1- 1108 tbe edltowabip of 

P.ofesse of &tf41 .... eeh tJnlYUaitF1 a4 oth.n. 

1• aeaee4 ia _., 1016, -.4 SA U&7 •t tbe JGU 

waa •nae Btll.,..aoot•, of t?bloh PMteeau Gmltk 

U-..cl 841 tonblp. Ia NOV'.._ 18 tt lleoame Gil Ulue­

._.,4 ..nr -. !!Ulda .. ot r.. 1111o 

nolgaad bla poet Uoa la 1933. tt le a 

tatttw la tho aattoaal. 1lte of tbl AMt.v .. •-*• people 

of ttae Unloa. .._ tile tbet Uldoa 1JaF •c&• •• ..,.... •paw-

ed u a to •DLe Volke'-•. It aw.- bi..-tbl,. 

ua4U the Jo1at edltos-ahlp ot QuotaY aD4 ra-. tr. 1. a. 
ilalJtaN. 

the etHat ••• Wilt weduol4 
to a a:m,W.r- Ia 1oao tJle. pep• oeued. putllt.eauaa. evoa 

tbe et •ua.e l&n1••, tonWDS in 10·20. tM 

ot the AtribaMe _.1• to teeJ> ''colas. 
•Dl• Bani-· ap.,.. .. • ... ., pelo4 ·t.oe 1131 

liDUl/ 

 
 
 
















































































































	00FRONT
	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3



