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To Blog or Not to Blog ?
That Is the Question

To bleg or not to blog
THAT 1S THE QUESTION.
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Steps before setting up your blog

Determine:

 the purpose of your blog

e your target audience

* how the lay-out of your blog should look
like

« which blogging programme will best suit
your needs
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Lay-out of the blog

e Use templates/or own design?
 One column or more than one?
 Own header or template header?
e Copyright licence?

 More than one page?

e Widgets?

e Comments?
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Deciding on right Blogging
programme

 There are many programmes to
choose from:

blog.
Jb2evolution l Cwitter
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The Education Library Blog @ the
University of Pretoria: a case study

« Avallable at:
http://edulibpretoria.wordpress.com
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Purpose and target audience
of the Blog

* To keep people informed of new trends
and developments In services and
products in the library as well as new
trends and developments in the field of
Education.

 Primary target: Students and academic
staff of Faculty of Education

e Secondary target: researchers in the
field of Education internationally
(supports networking)
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Lay-out of Education Library Blog

« Used template from blogging
programme

e Used 3 columns

 Used template header

e Used 4 pages

e Used a variety of widgets
 We allowed comments
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Why we decided on Wordpress?

 Many university libraries are using Wordpress. We
used Cubberley Education Library’s Blog at
Stanford University as a benchmark.

 Wordpress had many of the features we wanted in
a blog.

* You could easily add your own widgets to the blog
(Customizable)

 The lay-out of the blog templates looked very
professional

 The blog had a thorough statistical function
 The blog had a good Spam filter

un
-
¢
-
-
S
Gy
S
<
=
L

IVERSITEIT VAN PRETORIA
ERSITY OF PRETORIA
BESITHI YA PRETORIA




Features of the Education Library Blog

?E Education Library Blog @ University of Pretoria - Windows Internet Explorer ;’gf;gg 8"'&55335965: . @u

v ‘@ http://edulibpretoria.wordpress.com/ o |"?| q ‘ Live Search P o~ ‘

File Edit View Favorites Tools Help

»

ﬁ '{% [@ Education Library Blog @ University of ... ] ‘

- Ej ~ (= ~ |5 Page v i} Tools v

Downloads Permission

EDUCATION LIBRARY BLOG @ UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA

Entries RSS | Comments RSS

UMIVERSITEIT va PRETORIA
UNITERSITY OF FRETORIA
VUNIBESITHI ¥4 PRETORIA
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Posted on 15 August, 2008 by Johann van Wyk

September 2008
Three-year university degrees in South Africa may be a thing of the pastifthe Minister 5

of Education’'s proposal to make degrees four-year courses, is accepted by the SMTWTTF 8§
Council for Higher Education. The four-year degree is a personal idea ofthe 123 4 5 6
minister's to close the gap between university and business, after employers

indicated that graduates were lacking in language skills. (She believes all students
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introduction to African history and civilisation). The fourth year would give students the 212223242526 27
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Another problem she identified is the high number of students who drop out. There «Aug
are several factors that contribute to this. Schools fail to teach proper language skills
and many first-year students struggle to cope with academic language and
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From: "Paul Hoffman" phoffman@law.co.za
To: Johann Van Wyk
Re: CFCR article

Dear Johann,

None whatsoever - spreading light in the darkness is what we are all about. There will shortly be
more on education on our website www.cfcr.org.za, look out for it.

Layers\q Signatures\q Bookmarks

Kind regards
Paul

g

e ----- Original Message -----

o From: Johann VanWyk
To: Paul Hoffman
Sent: Monday, April 14, 2008 11:34 AM
Subject: Re: CFCR article
Dear Paul
Thank you for the prompt response! The English version will be fine. Would you have any
objections if I put it up on our Library's blog? http://edulibpretoria.wordpress.com
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Minister of Education proposes replacement of 3 year

university degrees with 4 year degrees
Posted on 15 August, 2008 by Johann van Wyk

Three-year university degrees in South Africa may be a thing of the past ifthe Minister
of Education’s proposal to make degrees four-year courses, is accepted by the
Council for Higher Education. The four-year degree is a personal idea of the
minister's o close the gap between university and business, after employers
indicated that graduates were lacking in language skills. (She believes all students
should have at least a working knowledge of one indigenous language and an
introduction to African history and civilisation). The fourth year would give students the
extra time universities need to do additional fraining.

Another problem she identified is the high number of students who drop out. There
are several factors that contribute to this. Schools fail to teach proper language skills
and many first-year students struggle to cope with academic language and
independent research and learning.
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According to the Bloch fixing education will be a 30-year task, which must start now,
with urgency.

Everyone should be on board, unified around a vision for a learning nation. Priorities
should be identified, phases for restoration should be stipulated, and a starting point
chosen. The debate around this should not be once-off, but a process.

Bloch further highlights some elements that could help focus such a restoration plan.

-"Teachers. How do we motivate the teachers? With training and clear texts, quality
can rise. Through a mixure of encouragement and support - where necessary ‘gently’
holding recalcitrants’ feet to the fire, teachers will be central to the national endeavour.
The best of our generations should aspire to teach”

- “Departments must do their part, especially at provincial level. Fill vacant and ‘acting’
posts, manage properly, deliver on time and atthe right place. The focus should be on
management and follow through, responsibility and accountability™.

- “Society can rally around to ensure government structures fulfill their tasks™.

- “Corporate social investment spending is increasinaly focused in clusters of
schools over a consistent and long period across a range of programmes of support™.

-*Many graduates can organise to plough back into schools and help in a systematic
way".

- “Community programmes such as Proudly Manenberg, Tikkun, or efforts like those
by the parents of Piet M Aphane High pupils in rural Limpopo, show that schools can
be improved at grassroots level”.

-“Ahuge change in our mindset, accompanied by a massive effort, is needed to
improve the guality of education, especially in the poorer schools where the majority of
the disadvantaged are”.

To read the Pretoria News Article Click Herel

Filed ur Edu News (South Africay | Tag South Africa, Schools, Failure, Quality of

Education, state, digaster, gkils shortage, education system, restoration plan, teacher training,
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Finally

"Blogs...are creating a richer, more dynamic
Web, where participation is the rule, rather
than the exception” (Will Richardson,
Technology and Learning. 26(3) 2005 Oct.
p.48)

“Blogging Is personal participation in public
knowledge-building on the web™, Chimera

Working Paper 2005-02. Colchester:
University of Essex.
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