








very stable and uncorrelated with the other mea-
surements. This ratio might well be most useful to assess
right ventricular hypertrophy. Hultgren et al. (1963) ex-
pressed the mass of the right ventricular free wall as a
percentage of total ventricular mass in normal sheep kept
at sea-level and at moderate altitude. The mean value

' obtained was 21,7 % for the 41 hearts studied.

2n our results are expressed in this way (RV X 100/

+LV+S), the mean (21,6 %) is very close to this,
indicating good conformity between the results of the 2
studies. (The elevation of Onderstepoort is approximately
1200 m above sea level).

1e possible usefulness of the valve measurements
wi become apparent only when hearts of sheep affected
bv cardiotoxic agents are compared with those with nor-
[ hearts. Although the ratio, LV+S/RV, alone might
sufficient to indicate certain cardiotoxic effects, the
use of discriminated analysis, incorporating all or several
of the measurements for separating hearts of affected
sheep from normal ones, should not be disregarded.
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