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CITY’S NEW
STATION

Magnificent

Interior

CROWD AT OPENING
DINNER

Johannesburg last night saw the
interior of its new station for the first
time. Johanneshurg approved. It
could hardly do otherwise, for what
was once Park Station Halt has be-
come a very fine railway station. But
it cannot be judged from the outside.

The magnificeny concourse  was
thronged last aight by citizens who
were keen to see what had been hidden
behind barricades for so long. And
they were satisfied. They were thrilled,
for the fact is far beyond what had been
imagined. All iz on a scale of mag-
nificence which brings Johannesburg
station at long last into line with its
important position on the South Afri-
can Ralway system.

One enters the circular hall from
Eloff Street, and descends a flight of
‘marble steps to the concourse. Ahead
is the indicator system which tells one

(* 32

at which platform, and when, one may

take train to Roodepoort or to the

Congo. That indicator is a guide to

the geography of South Africa.
NOBLE APARTMENT

But the traveller may wish to dine
first. He may, and under conditions
that are not excelled anywhere in South
Africa before. Last night a large com-
pany that taxed the resources of the
South African Railways catering stafl

to its utmost—and found that it stood '

the test—dined in the magnificent
rcoms set aside for the purpose. The

main dining-room is a noble apartment

lined with beautiful white and grey'

marble from Marble Hall, furnished
with the incomparable stinkwood furni-
ture, and dominated by four magnifi-
cent pillars of red granite surmounted
by beautiful capitals in bronze.

The large company enjoyed one of
the most perfect dinners ever served in
Johannesburg. The secret was, of
course, the kitchens. They are a model
of what.kftchens might be. They are

regards every appliance, whether it he
for, the productica of fish-and-chips or
of ice cream. Everything is electrical,
out for a great gas-range which will
“hold the fort” if all else goes wrong.
PERFECT MEAL

Everyone present congratulated the
catering department of the South
African Railways upon a perfect meal.

Mr. J. R. More, General Manager of
the South African Railways, entertained
a large party, and so did Messrs. Clark
and Downie, the builders of the new
station.

that little wood and iron shanty that
did service as Johannesburg's first
station until recently. Instead of a
dusty yard with a tiny booking officc
was a city in miniature, where one
could buy the latest newspaper and
could have a “ permanene wave,” a cup
of tea or something stronger.

The bar is a noble hall of mahogany
and tiles in a jazzy pattern. The tea-
room is a more subdued chamber,
walled with tiles that tell the story of
South Africa. There are confectionery
stalls also, and a place where only the
Will:les and spirits of South Africa are
sold.

But it is the magnificence of every-
thing that overwhelms, People who
visited the station last night were

astonished at all they saw. Il was

| beyond expectation. There are foun-
tains in that wonderful concourse, and

the band of the South African Railways
and Harbours played delightful music.

Johannesburg now has a station that
will need living up to.

roomy, airy, spotless and up-to-date as

It was difficult last night to imagine |




