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Making music together.

WORLD SYMPHONY SERIES
EARLY SPRING SEASON 2017

PROGRAMME




7:30pm, Durban City Hall

PROGRAMME

WEBER Overture and March from Turandot, Op 37 6’

MOZART Piano Concerto No. 20 in d minor (K466) 30
Interval

SCHUMANN  Symphony No. 3 in E-flat major, Op. 97,
“Rhenish” 32

CONDUCTOR:  Wolfram Christ

SOLOIST: Ben Schoeman, piano




WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZART | 1756-1791

Piano Concerto No. 20 in d minor, K. 466 (1785)

Movements: I.  Allegro
1. Romanze
. Allegro assai

Playing in the Orchestra: 1 flute, 2 oboes, 2 bassoons, 2 horns, 2 trumpets,
timpani and strings

Although Mozart composed many excellent piano concerti, Piano Concerto No. 20 stands
out as one of the finest. It holds the distinction of being the only one of Mozart’s concerti
that Beethaven performed, with his own cadenza, during his career as a soloist. It was also
greatly admired by Johannes Brahms and Clara Schumann, who also each composed their
own cadenzas for it. So what made this concerto stand out so markedly from Mozart’s many
other piano works?

Firstly, the use of the minor tonality was extremely rare for a Mozart concerto; this is one
of only two of his piano concerti in a minor key. Secondly, Mozart’s extensive use of non-
harmonic tones in this piece shows a level of harmonic inventiveness that virtually presages
the musical developments of the romantic period by at least 30 years. But it is not just the
harmonic interest of the piece that helps it to stand out. The drama and energy as well as the
musical artistry elevate this concerto far beyond the typical flashy showpiece.

The first movement begins with an orchestral introduction reminiscent of a symphony rather
than a concerto. A syncopated motif slowly develops into the first theme in a dramatic d
minor. The drama only increases when the piano enters with a new theme, also in d minor
and continues to build up to the cadenza.

The second movement is specifically referred to by the composer as a Romanze. This
movement, set in B flat major, begins quite peacefully before delving into deeper, more
emotional music. The brisk finale begins with the piano alone, making a return to the intense
minor “storminess” of the first movement. However, as the music progresses, Mozart shifts to
D major for an optimistic and fiery finish.

Programme Notes: © KZN Philharmonic

PLEASE NOTE: The use of cellphones, particularly texting and taking pictures, is
prohibited during concerts, as the light may disturb other patrons.
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MORNING SYMPHONY PRE-CONCERT LECTURES

The final rehearsals for the Early Spring Gain a deeper understanding of the music
Symphony Season are open to the publicand  you are about to hear by attending the Friends
provide a glimpse into the preparation for a
symphony concert. Join us each Symphony
Season on Thursday at 10am in the Durban

of Music’s pre-concert lectures,

Commencing at 6pm and running until
City Hall. Entrance is R30 for adults and  6:40pm, the lectures are held every Thursday
R10 for scholars. Contact our offices on  evening during the Early Spring Season at the
bookings@kznphil.org.za or 031 369 9438.  Durban City Hall.

The final rehearsal is the perfect opportunity PLEASE NOTE: there is no pre-concert

to introduce scholars to symphony concerts  lecture for tonight’s concert (31 August).

and also  provides great outings for
community groups and retirement homes.

Dr Teddy Pillay will be our speaker for the
Please contact us to enquire about special

duration of the Season. Entry is just R10,
rates and arrangements for groups. Please and refreshments and light snacks may be

note there are no open rehearsals for vocal purchased in the foyer after the talk.
repertoires.

SECURITY | PRECINCT

KEY: § Security personnel around The Playhouse / City Hall precinct
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