The 'Dutch Church’s
Jubilee Hall

50 Years’ Existence
Commemorated.

SYNOD’S VENUE.

Foundation Stone Laid by
Rev. J. D. Kestell.

The Rev. J. D. Kestell, Rector

of the Grey University College,
yesterday afternoon performed
the ceremony of laying the foun-}
dation stone of the Jubilee Hall
of the Dutch Reformed Church
in the Orange Free State. The,
building is being erected in
President Brand Street and will,
on completion, be an artistic and
valuable addition to that im-%
portant thoroughfare. The Hal]’,j
which is being built in com-
memoration of the fifty years’
existence of the Dutch Reform-
ed Church in the Free State, will
be the meeting place of the
Synod, and it is hoped that the
next session, in 1925, will be
held there. 2
There was a representative
attendance which included, in
addition to the members of the
Building Committee and of the
Synodical Commission now in
-session in Bloemfontein, Sir
. John Fraser, Cr. D. Urquhart,
Mayor-of Bloemfontein, Cr. J.
Reid, Deputy-Mayor, Cr. Barnes
and Mr. P. J. van B. Faure,
M.P.C. The moderator . of the
Duteh Reformed Church in the
Free State, the Rev. P. §. van
Heerden, of Ladybrand, presid-

ed.

’.l'ﬁe proceedings opened with
the singing of a verse of the
118th Psalm, after which the
Rev. P. Boshoff, of Bloemfon-
tein, offered a prayer, and the
Rev. C. R. Ferreira, of Kopjes,
BScriba of the Church, read a
portion of the Scriptures.

The Moderator’'s Address.

In addressing the gathering,'
the Rev. yan Heerden extended
a welcome to those present, re-
ferring specially to the presence
of members of the Synodical
Commission and of several mem-
bers who had played a .foremost
part in the history of the Church
in this Province.

“It is now about twelve years
ago,” he proceeded, “that the
question of building a hall fit for
the important Church gather-
ings began to be discussed by the
Synod. A proposal was made by
ev. Mr. Kestell that a Jubi-
lee. Fund should be inaugurated
to mark the fifty years’ exist-
ence of the Dutch Reformed
‘Church in the Free State. 'The
proposal was heartily discussed
and it found unanimous suppprt
from the members of the Synod.
An endeavour was made to col- |
[lect £10,000 and I am glad to
| say that, .despite some difficul-
‘ties, we have  to-day about
£13,000 in hand. Probably the
Hall will cost more, in which
case the Synod will take the
question of the extra cost into

consideration.”

Significance of the Hall,

He welcomed them, proceed-
ed the Moderator, because he
regarded their presence there as
a token of their interest in' the
great work done by the Dutch
Reformed Church in the Free

State. This would be a gather-
ing place for them.  They great-
1y’ needed the Hall; when the
Synod was smaller they could

meet in the Memorial Hall (in
St. John Street). For some years
they had the privilege of meet-
ing in the Bloemfontein Town’
Hall, for which they were great-
ly indebted to the Town Coun-
cil. To-day they were going to
lay the foundation stone of a
building with which some pro-
gress had already been made and
he trusted the work would
speedily be finished.

T trust,” = concluded the
speaker, “that the work of build-
ing will progress, and, if we are
to have the privilege of conse-
crating the Hall, that the work
. done in it will be to the honour
and glory of God. I trust the
stone before us will be a symbol
that the work done here be
founded on the Lord who is the
foundation stone for all who
trust in Him."” f

Contractors’ and Architects’
Gifts.

Mr. J. L. van Heerden, “Saak-
gelastigde” of the Church, and
Secretary of the Building an-
mittee, read the Committee's re-
port, a copy of which was placed
under the foundation stone to-
gether with a copy of the min-
utes of the last Synod meeting
(1922),  “Die Kerkbode,” “The
TFriend,” “De Vriend des Volks,”
and “Die Volksblad,”

The Moderator announced,
amid applause, that the founda-
tion stone was a gift of the con-
tractors (the O.F.S. Concrete
Construction Co.), whose gift
they greatly appreciated and of
whose workmanship they had
the highest expectations. The
trowel to be handed to Mr. Kes-
tell, was the gift of the archi-
tects (Messrs. Louw and Moer-
dyk) whom, on behalf of the
Building Committee, he also
wished heartily to thank.

Mr. Gerard Moerdyk presented
the inscribed trowel, in a hand-
some case, to the Rev. Mr. Kes-
tell, who subsequently addressed
the gathering.

The First Synod.

In the course of his remarks,
the Rect f the Grey University
College said hat at a moment
! such as that thdy looked back and
| they also looked\forward into the
| future. Lookin, back they
thought of the &athering held
twelve years ago in the Memorial
Hall, when the Synod resolved ta
' commemorate the fifty years’
| existence of the Church, which
dated j#this Province from 1865,
On May /10 of that year was held
.the first meeting of the Dutch Re-
formeqjﬂ‘}hur‘ch in the Free State,
and there were present seven min-
isters and 15 elders, so that their
first Synod comprised ‘only 22
members. To-day their smallest
circle comprised 22 members—a
“striking proof of the manner in
which they had advanced. That
first Synod gathering ‘was attend-
ed by men who had left their
mark on the history of the
Church, and among them one who
iwas a great inflience among the

le, namely Sarel Cilliers, who
sented Kroonstad. When, on
N '8, 1912, it was decided to
build a Synod Hall, it was hoped
that the money for that purpdse
wouldicome in speedily, and it was
thought that building operations
might commence in 1914, but thig|
ideal, no matter how great and|
beautiful, did not take the con-|
gregations by storm, and delays
were experienced. Money c_ame}
in, however, and at the last meet-
ing of the Synod it was decided |
to commence with the building,
in the hope that the next meeting |
of the Synod would take place in |
the Jubilee Hall. |
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The Unifying Point.

The building was sometimes
wrongly called the Synodical
Hall; they must bear in mind
that it marked the fifty years’
existence of the Church in the
Free State, and he hoped they
would bear this in mind when they
spoke of the Jubiles Hall. The
building would be a zreat credit
to the architects, Messrs. Louw
and Moerdyk, and in.speaking of
them he wished particularly to re-
fer to the latter and the essentially
artistic work he proposed to put
before them.

“Loooking into the future,” con-
tinued Mr. Kestell, “we must look
upon this hall as a unifying ' point
in the activities of our Church.
It stands not only as an orna-
ment to the town, but as sym-
bolising the devoted energies of
the whole Church. May it be a
place of inspiration and a hall in
which work may be done to the
glory of God. Our thoughts to-
day should be of gratitude, and
not only in memory of what-our
fathers did, but of what God did
for-the Church in the years that
have gone by.”

The foundation stone was then
placed in' position, and Mr. Kes-|
tell, in the mname of the Holy
Trinity,' declared it “well and
truly laid.”

The Rev. Mr. van Heerden
thanked the Rector and called up-
on the Mayor to say a few words.
They had reason to be thankful
to the Bloemfontein Town Coun-
i eil, he said, in giving them a beau-
tiful site for the hall.

Town Council’s Appreciation.

Mr. Urquhart, in the course of
his remarks, referred to the value
to the town of such a gathering
place for the Church. It was very
gsratifying to the Town Council to
see such a handsome edifice in the |
course of building, and they felt
that the ground they had reserved
for some worthy building was now |
bein’g used to the very best pur-
pose and in further beautification
of a notable street in the Free
State capital.

“We are looking upon the
great Dutch Reformed Church as
a mighty power in the future,”
continued the Mayor, “‘and I am
proud that some of my own coun-
trymen have Dbeen prominently
associated with it. I wish you
every success.” 3

The ' Rev, Mr. van Heeérden
thanked the Mayor. He pro-
nounced the benediction, and the
proceedings terminated.




