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Goal of the study:

To explore and describe the perceptions of communities (farmers, small-scale
farmers, and land care workers) inLadybrand aboutland degradation and how it

influences livelihoods.

Focus group number:

Participant number:

Section A:

1. Sex

Male Female Other

2. What is your marital status?

Single Married Divorced Widowed Live with partner

3. Age group

18-22 | 23-27 | 28-32 | 33-37 | 38-42 | 43-47 | 48-52 | 53-57 58+

How long have you been working for land care South Africa?

Where area do you live?

How many people live in your household?

N oo g &

How many people contribute to the income of the household?

Section B: Questions on land degradation

1. What do you think contributes to land degradation and lowering of soil quality
in Ladybrand?

2. Do you think your efforts and methods to take care of the land and protect the
quality of the land and soil are working? Why do you say so?

3. In what way is land degradation influencing your way of living and livelihoods?
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Section B: Questions on livelihoods

. How does your land care work contribute to your own and family’s income?

. What role do you think land care workers play in protecting the land and soil
in Ladybrand?

. What do you think will be the consequences if land care workers are no longer
employed in the area of Ladybrand? To what extent will the farmers in the area —
commercial and small-scale farmers be affected?

. What challenges are you experiencingas workers? What should be done to
overcome these challenges?

. Howcan the workthatyou do by taking out invasive plants such as
slangbos, contribute to creating other income opportunities for you?

. We have come to the end of the discussion, is there anything that anyone want to

add that | might not have asked you that is relevant to my study?

Thank you for your participation

Appendix 2: Interview Schedule: Small-scale farmers
Semi-structure interview schedule

Small-scale farmers
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Goal of the study:

To explore and describe the perceptions of communities (commercial farmers, small-
scale farmers, and land care workers) in Ladybrand about land degradation and how

it influences livelihoods.

Participant number:

Section A: Biographical Information

2. Sex

Male Female Other

3. What is your marital status?

Single Married Divorced Widowed Live with partner

4. Age group

18-22 | 23-27 | 28-32 | 33-37 | 38-42 | 43-47 48-52 53-57 58+

4. Do you own or rent land?

Own Rent

Where do you farm?

How many people live in your household?

How many people contribute to the income of the household?

© N o O

How long have you been farming in this area?

Section B: Questions on land degradation

1. What do you think contributes to land degradation and soil quality in Ladybrand?
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What do you do to manage the soil?
In what way is land degradation influencing your of way living and livelihoods?

What are you farming with?

a r 0N

If you farm with livestock / poultry — where to they graze?
Section C: Questions on livelihoods

1. How do you make a living as a small-scale farmer?

2. Is farming your only source of income?

3. How do you adjust your farming activities to ensure an income if you experience
sudden changes in the land and / or soil for grazing and growing?

4. Where do you sell your agricultural / farming produce? How often do you sell?

5. What should be done to support small-scale farmers in Ladybrand to look after the
land / soil to ensure it can produce a livelihood?

6. What are the challenges of small-scale farmers in Ladybrand?

7. We have come to the end of our interview. Is there anything that you want to add

that you think may be of relevance to the study?

Thank you for your participation in the study.

Appendix 3: Informed Consent Letter: Interpreter
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17/02/2021

Our Ref: Researcher

Alex Msipa

Tel: 0840769135

Email: Alexmsipa01@gmail.com

INFORMED CONSENT LETTER (INTERPRETER)

Introduction

You will be an interpreter in a research study to explore and describe the perceptions of small-
scale farmers and land care workers’ in Ladybrand about land degradation and how it
influences livelihoods. The aim of this letter is to inform you what the study is about before you
give consent to be an interpreter for the researcher. Your participation is based on your full

understanding of the procedures detailed in this consent letter.

Title of the study: Small-scale farmers and land care workers’ perceptions of land degradation
and how it influences livelihoods: An explorative study in Ladybrand.

Goal of the study: To explore and describe the perceptions of small-scale farmers and land

care workers’ in Ladybrand about land degradation and how it influences livelihoods.

Procedure: The researcher requires your participation as an interpreter during one-to-one
interviews and/or during focus groups with research participants who are not conversant with
English, but Sesotho. The interview will approximately last between 30-45 minutes. With
permission of the participants, the interview will be audio recorded. The audio recordings will

Room 10.21, Humanities Building Faculty
University of Pretoria, Private Bag X20 Fakulteit Gee
Hatfield 0028, South Africa e
Tel +27 (0)12 420 2325 or 420 2030 Let
Email antoinette.lombard@up.ac.za

WWW.Up.ac.za
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be transcribed for purposes of data analysis. Only the researcher and the study supervisor will
have access to the audio recordings.

Risk and discomforts: There are no anticipated risk or discomfort associated with your

participation in this study.

Benefits: Participants will not receive any incentives for being involved in the study. The study
may benefit participants indirectly as the research findings are intended to contribute
information that will be used to inform policies and developments aimed at sustainable land

management and developments on small-scale farmers and land care workers’ livelihoods.

Participants’ rights: Participation in the study is voluntary and participants have the right to
withdraw from the study at any time without any consequences. Participants have the right to

refuse to answer any question that they do not wish to respond to.

Confidentiality: The records from this study will be kept confidential. No individual identities
will be used in any reports or publications resulting from the study. Participants’ responses will
be presented in codes to ensure that no shared information can be traced back to any particular
research participant. The research information and audio recordings will be kept in a password-
protected computer which only the researcher will have access to. When the study has been
completed, all the research information will be stored in a secure place by the University of

Pretoria for a period of 15 years. If data is used again, it will only be for research purposes.

Access to researcher: If you have any questions about the study, please contact the
researcher, Alex Msipa at 084 076 9135 or email him at: Alexmsipa01@gmail.com.

Page 2 of 3
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Access to researcher: If you have any questions about the study, please contact the
researcher, Alex Msipa at 084 076 9135 or email him at; Alexmsipa01@gmail.com.

Consent Declaration

1 L/ [ ACL/S )
. C\k\{t((‘?;«MA»OfltWEéC:EJ»E understand my rights as an
interpreter, and | voluntarily consent to be an interpreter in this study and keep all

information confidential. | understand what the study is about and how and why it is

being conducted.

D) —oy ~202{ L ANTRAATND /\,,ﬁ/&

Date Place Participant’s signature

2.0/04 /22| L—QJ:\’\Q(Q«X M

Researcher’s signature

Date Place

Facuity of Humanities
Fakuiteit Geesteswetenskappe

Scanned by TapScanner
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Appendix 4: Informed Consent Letter: Land care workers

o« Lh (e

UNIVERSITEIT VAN PRETORIA
UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA
YUNIBESITHI YA PRETORIA

14/02/2021

Researcher: Alex Msipa
Tel: 0840769135
Email: Alexmsipa0O1@gmail.com

LAND CARE WORKERS
INFORMED CONSENT TO PARTICIPATE IN A RESEARCH STUDY
Dear research participant,
I, Alex Msipa, invite you to a focus group discussion as part of my research study which |
undertake as master’s student at the University of Pretoria. This letter gives you information

on how the study will be carried out and what your rights are as research participant.

Title of the study: Small-scale farmers and land care workers perceptions of land degradation

and how it influences livelihoods: An explorative study in Ladybrand

Goal of the study: To explore and describe the perceptions of small-scale farmers and land
care workers in Ladybrand about land degradation and how it influences their livelihoods.

Procedure: The researcher will use focus group discussions to collect data from participants.
Three focus groups of five to six participants each will be interviewed for approximately 1 hour.
The focus group session will be audio recorded with your permission. The tape recordings will

Room 10.21, Humanities Building -
University of Pretoria, Private Bag X20 Fakulteit Geeste anne
Hatfield 0028, South Africa o g mary "' . R »
Tel +27 (0)12 420 2325 or 420 2030 SPIS 19 DO .
Email antoinette.lombard@up.ac.za

Www.up.ac.za
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be transcribed for purposes of data analysis. Only the researcher and the study supervisor will

have access to the audio recordings.

Risk and discomforts: There are no anticipated risk or discomfort associated with your

participation in this study.

Benefits: Participants will not receive any incentives for being involved in the study. The study
may benefit the participants indirectly as the research findings are intended to contribute
information that will be used to inform policies and developments aimed at sustainable land

management and developments on small-scale farmers and land care workers’ livelihoods.

Participants’ rights: Participation in the study is voluntary and participants have the right to
withdraw from the study at any time without any consequences. Participants have the right to

refuse to answer any question that they do not wish to respond to.

Confidentiality: The records from this study will be kept as confidential. No individual identities
will be used in any reports or publications resulting from the study. Participants’ responses will
be presented in codes to ensure that no shared information can be traced back to any particular
research participant. The research information and audio recordings will be kept in a password-
protected computer which only the research will have access to. When the study has been
completed, all the research information will be stored in a secure place by the University of

Pretoria for a period of 15 years. If data is used again, it will only be for research purposes.

Access to the researcher: If you have any questions about the study, please contact the
researcher, Alex Msipa by calling 084 076 9135 or email him at: Alexmsipa01@gmail.com

Page 2 of 3
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Consent Declaration

T s , understand my rights as a research
participant, and | voluntarily consent to participate in this study. | understand what the study is
about and how and why it is being conducted.

Date Place Participant’s signature

Date Place Researcher’s signature

Page 3 of 3
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Appendix 5: Informed Consent Letter: Small-scale farmers
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14/02/2021

Researcher: Alex Msipa
Tel: 0840769135
Email: Alexmsipa01@gmail.com

SMALL-SCALE FARMERS

INFORMED CONSENT TO PARTICIPATE IN A RESEARCH STUDY

Dear research participant,

I, Alex Msipa, invite you to an interview as part of my research study which | undertake as
master’s student at the University of Pretoria. This letter gives you information on how the
study will be carried out and what your rights are as research participant.

Title of the study: Small-scale farmers and land care workers’ perceptions of land degradation

and how it influences livelihoods: An explorative study in Ladybrand

Goal of the study: To explore and describe the perceptions of small-scale farmers and land

care workers’ in Ladybrand about land degradation and how it influences livelihoods.

Procedure: The researcher will use one-on-one interviews to collect data from participants.
Each interview is expected to take approximately 30-45 minutes. With your permission, the
interview will be audio recorded. The audio recordings will be transcribed for purposes of data
analysis. Only the researcher and the study supervisor will have access to the audio

recordings.

Room 10.21, Humanities Building
University of Pretoria, Private Bag X20
Hatfield 0028, South Africa

Tel +27 (0)12 420 2325 or 420 2030
Email antoinette_lombard@up.ac.za
WwWw._up.ac.za
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Risk and discomforts: There are no anticipated risk or discomfort associated with your

participation in this study.

Benefits: Participants will not receive any incentives for being involved in the study. The study
may benefit participants indirectly as the research findings are intended to contribute
information that will be used to inform policies and developments aimed at sustainable land

management and developments on small-scale farmers and land care workers’ livelihoods.

Participants’ rights: Participation in the study is voluntary and participants have the right to
withdraw from the study at any time without any consequences. Participants have the right to

refuse to answer any question that they do not wish to respond to.

Confidentiality: The records from this study will be kept confidential. No individual identities
will be used in any reports or publications resulting from the study. Participants’ responses will
be presented in codes to ensure that no shared information can be traced back to any particular
research participant. The research information and audio recordings will be kept in a password-
protected computer which only the researcher will have access to. When the study has been
completed, all the research information will be stored in a secure place by the University of

Pretoria for a period of 15 years. If data is used again, it will only be for research purposes.

Access to researcher: If you have any questions about the study, please contact the

researcher, Alex Msipa at 084 076 9135 or email him at: Alexmsipa01@gmail.com
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Consent Declaration

PPN , understand my rights as a research
participant, and | voluntarily consent to participate in this study. | understand what the study is

about and how and why it is being conducted.

Date Place Participant’s signature

Date Place Researcher’s signature
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Appendix 6: Ethics Approval letter

o
Faculty of Humanities
Fakulteit Geesteswetenskappe Ay v [’
v Lefapha la Bomotho u il
UNIVERSITEIT VAN PRETORIA
UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA
YUNIBESITHI YA PRETORIA
19 April 2021
Dear Mr A Mabunga Msipa
Project Title: Small-scale farmers and land care workers' perceptions of land degradation and
how it influences their livelihoods: An explorative study in Ladybrand
Researcher: Mr A Mabunga Msipa
Supervisor(s): Prof A Lombard
Department: Social Work and Criminology
Reference number: 15308694 (HUM026/0221)
Degree: Masters

| have pleasure in informing you that the above application was approved by the Research Ethics Committee on 19
April 2021. Data collection may therefore commence.

Please note that this approval is based on the assumption that the research will be carried out along the lines laid out
in the proposal. Should the actual research depart significantly from the proposed research, it will be necessary to
apply for a new research approval and ethical clearance.

We wish you success with the project.

Sincerely,

Prof Innocent Pikirayi

Deputy Dean: Postgraduate Studies and Research Ethics
Faculty of Humanities

UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA

e-mail: PGHumanities@up.ac.za

Fakulteit Geesteswetenskappe

Lefapha la Bomotho

Research Ethics Committee Members: Prof | Pikirayi (Deputy Dean); Prof KL Harris; Mr A Bizos; Dr A-M de Beer, Dr A dos Santos;
Ms KT Govinder Andrew,. Q¢ P Gutura; Dr E Johnson; Prof D Maree; Mr A Mohamed; Dr | Noamé; Dr C Puttergill, Prof D Reyburn;
Prof M Soer; Prof E Taliard; Prof \VV Thebe; Ms B Tsehe; Ms D Mokalapa
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Appendix 7: Permission to conduct research: Land care workers

agriculture & rural development

Department of
Agriculture and Rural Development

Ag
FREE STATE PROVINCE

LANDCARE

SOUTH AFRICA

Your Ref: Prof A Lombard
Tel: (012) -4202325
Email: antionette.lombard@up.ac.za

Ms Maki Ranthimo

8 Commando Street
Ladybrand

9745

Email: makzine@live.com

REQUEST FOR PERMISSION TO CONDUCT RESEARCH WITH LANDCARE
PARTICIPANTS

| herewith acknowledge receipt of your email received last week 4" February
2021 for the above mentioned permission to conduct research with the
LandCare Participants in regards with Mr. Alex Msipa qualitative study to
collect data by means of focus group discussions with the LandCare
participants’ one-on-one interviews.

As the LandCare Participants Overseer, grant you the permission on the
mentioned matter and Mr. Alex Msipa is more than welcome to come pay our

participants a visit and conduct the interviews.

We looking forward for the visitation, and will be awaiting the date set for this
meeting.

Regards

Maki Ranthimo
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Appendix 8: Permission to conduct research: Commonage small scale farmers

VAR

""l MANYATSENG FARMERS ASSOCIATION I

Address: P.O Box 1012 Reg NO:.....ccccevverreeeeeeee e

Ladybrand 9745 Cell: 083 600 9566/ 078 799 3692

E-mail: mafa.farmers@yahoo.com

Mr Alex Msipa
PERMISSION LETTER

With reference to your previous emails | hereby kindly informing you that permission has been
granted to you to go on with your research.

Hoping to hear from you soon.
Regards

Kalimo Mokatsanyane
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Appendix 9: Permission to conduct research: Small scale farmers

FRANCISCAN SISTERS, P.O. BOX 1106

| t5~ Ladybrand 9745, Rep. of South Africa
& . / Tel: 0027 (0)51- 924 0096/ fax: 0027 (0)51—
N 9242278
\l
S ; Cel: 078 208 1818

Ema|I valenone@amail.com

Assisi IVlission

10/02/2021
Dear Mr Msipa,
| received your message.
| grant you permission to proceed with your research and contact the small-scale
farmers to participate in your study.

You are welcome to communicate with me all the time.

Best Regards
Sr Valentina
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