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- NAPED WEASEL 

 
 
 



Family: MU ST ELLIDAE 

OlSTRl.2UTION: 
Eastern and northern Cape Province , 
Natal , Orange Free State, Transvaal, 
western MJzambique , Botswana and 
R hodesi_p . 

: 
Savannah and open country. 

(Gray, 1864) 

White-naped weasel 

Diurnal as well as nocturnal. Terrestrial. Lives singly or in 
pairs or small groups. Scent-gland well developed. Enters 
burrows in search of food . Runs alongside prey then rolls itself 
round it. 
Diet: mostly rodents , birds, reptiles and insects. 

HAIR 
GfNEAAL OfSCRJPTION OF FUR. : 

White top of head , divides to form four stripes down length 
of body. Rest of body blackish or yellowish. 

INDIVIDUAL HAIRS : 

: 7,44 + 0,35 mm 

. Entirely or yellowish-white (5). 

CrOSS -S4Zcti.ons : 

Guard hairs -
Distinctly oblong, medium medulla (1m) or large medul la (In). 

UI1Ciu Fur _. 
Oblong, medium and large medulla. 

Cuticula-r sca le patterns : 
Base, waved mosaic, one or two scales across width of hair (2). 
F rom third of hair to tip , irregular waved mosaic (3) and (4) . 
Scale margins: rippled-crenate. Distance apart of scales: 
near/close . 
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STRIPED POLECAT 

 
 
 



ralniLy:" MUsrELLIDAE I ctonyx striatus (Perry, 1810) 

DISTRIBUTiON: 
Throughout souther n Afri cilll 

sub - region . 

: 
Diverse, from savannah open 
country to high mountains. 

HAS1TS! 

Striped Polecat 

Nocturnal. Solitary. Terrestrial , seeking refuge in burrows of 
other species, or its own . Well - develope d per i neal glands secrete 
ill-scented odour when threatened. 
Diet: rodents, and eggs , reptiles , insects. 

HAIR. 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF FUR. : 
Soft coat . Strikingly contrasted black and white stripes on upper 
parts. Four conspicuous white stripes run length of back. 
Underparts black. 

INDIVIDUAL J.4AIRS : 

Lwgth : 

ColoUt' . 

30 , 33 + 11 , 05 mm 

Entirely black or yellowis h -white. 
Dark grey . Yellowish-white banded. 

: 
Guard hairs -

Black (3). 

Oblong , medium medulla (10). Oblong large medulla (lP). 

Vndufur--
Oblong medium medulla, oblong large medulla. 

Cuticula-r scale pattc.t'rtS : 
kregular waved mosaic with slight ch e vron peak to the scales (2). 
Scale margins: distinctly rippled. Distance apart of scales: 
near. 
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TWO-SPOTTED PALM CIVET 

-

 
 
 



ramily: VIVERRIDAE 

DISTRIBUTION: 
Eastern Rhodesia and parts of 

Mozambique. 

HABITA.T: 
Forests and forested savannah. 

HAB1TS : 

Nandinia binotota (Gray , 1830) 

Two-spotted Palm Civet 

Nocturnal. Arboreal. Spends day hidden among trees or vines . 
Di et : diversified , feeds on vegetable matter - particularly 

arboreal rodents, birds and birds eggs . 

HAfR. 
GEMfRA1..DESCRlPTION OF FUR.: Coarse · coat of dense hairs . 

General colour buffish grey tinged with chestnut and marked 
with numerous indistinct black spots in on upper parts . 
Two creamy spots on shoulders. Underparts light-gre y , 
yellow i sh . Tail long, dark with + 1 2 narrowish rings. 

INDIVIDUAL HAfR.$ : 

f •• " 1 8 ,1 + 4, 5 mm · 

u,lout' : Entirely sepia, or sepia tipped grey . 
banded paler , tipped b l ack (4). 

! 

vllara ltairs -

Sepia 

Circles medium medulla (lq). 
Ovals larg e medulla (ls) . 

Ovals medium medulla (lr). 

Ul1dufur-
Circles and ovals (numerous) medium and large medulla. 

Cutu:uiru- petft6.ns : 
Distinct diamond petal . 4 scales across width (2) and (3). 
Waved mosaic towards tip . Scale margins: smooth in petal , 
rippled - crenate in mosaic . Distance apart of scales: 
distant in petal , near in waved mosaic." 

-
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CIVET 

 
 
 



VIVERRIDAE Viverra civetta
Schreber, 1776

Civet Cat

All types of savannah, sometimes
dense forest.

,.DISTRIBUTION:
Northern Natal, Swaziland, Transvaal
Mozambique, Rhodesia, eastern and
northern Botswana, ~orth-eastern
Namibia.

HABITAT:

HA81TS!
Nocturnal. Solitary. Well-developed musk glands. Omnivorous.
Not an efficient killer.
Diet: carrion and a variety of prey including rodents, birds,
eggs, small game, lizards and frogs and insects.

HAIR
GfNERALDE.SCRtPTtON OF FUR.:
Long, coarse bristly hairs, light-grey forehead and white muzzle.
From neck to tail, line of shaggy black hairs. Ground colour -
grey buffish with black spots in rows along body and across tail.

INOIVIOUAL HA.RS:

lW#h : 72,0 + 2,79 mm

Colout' · Entirely black. Black banded off-white, or
off-white base. Entirely sepia or sepia
tipped light brown (4).

Cross ..sections ·
Guard hairs -
Large circles, medium medulla (it).
clearly pigmented cortex (lu).

Some large circles with

Small circles some with small medulla, and some with large
medulla.

Cuticu1a.r scale patterns:
Petal, almost diamond petal along shaft (2) changing to fairly
regular waved mosaic towards tip (3). Scale margins: smooth in
petal, slightly rippled in mosaic. Distance apart of scales:
distant in petal, near in waved mosaic.
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SMA.LL - SPOTTED GENET 

 
 
 



Family: VI V/:,'RRIDAE Gene tt a g enetta 
(Linnaeus , 1758) 

Small Spotted Genet 

DISTRlBUTION: 
Throughout southern African 
sub-region except part of south 
coast and eastern regions as shown , 
and Namib coastal s tr ip . 

AA81TAT: 
Dry savannah and open country. 
The only genet found in open dry 
savannah. 

: 
Entirely nocturnal. 
arboreal. 

Lives singly or in pairs. Terrestrial and 

Diet: hares, snakes , insects , birds , vegetable matter . 
Kills poultry. 

HAIR 
GENERAL DI:SCRJPTION OF FUR. : 
Coat long and soft with well developed crest along spine . Gr ound 
colour greyish to fawn with dark line along back. Dark brown and 
blackish spots arranged more or less in rows. Tail 9-10 dark 
rings, white tipped . 

INDIVIDUAL HA1R.S : 

32,90 + 11 , 40 mm. 

Co1cut' . Black , white base , or banded white. Dark Grey (4). 

eross·s"di-ons : 
vuard hairs --
Circles medium and large medulla (Iv) 
with large and medium medullas (Ix). 

and (lw). Fewer ovals 
Colours black and white . 

Ovals and circles with medium medullas. 

Cuticu.la.r sca1e patterns: 
Clearly marked diamond petal (3) . Base coronal (2), mosaic at 
tip . Scale margins: smooth, slightly crenate in mosaic. 
Distance apart of scales: distant in petal, near in mosaic. 
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LARUE - SpoTTED GENET 

 
 
 



IwniLy: VIVERRIDAE 

DISTRl.BUTION: 
Western and eastern Cape Province , 
Natal, Transvaal, Mozambique , 
Rhodesia , northern Botswana , and 
north-eastern Namibia . 

HASIT,t..T: 
Bush, woodland, savannah but not 
high forest. 

: 
Nocturnal. Terrestrial and arboreal . 

Genetta tigrina 
(Schreber, 1776) (sensa la to ) 

Large Spotted Genet 

Diet: birds, lizards , insects and vegetable matter. 

HAIR. 
OF FUR. : 

Coat soft, short wi t h distinct do r sal line . 
grey to pale yellowish o r buffish white with 
more or less arranged in longitudinal lines. 
nine dark rings and wide dark tip. 

INDIVIDUAL I-tAIRS : 

24 , 0 + 3 , 2 5 mm 

Ground co lour, brownish 
dark spots which are 
Tail with eight or 

u,toW" . Brown or sepia banded yellow-white or light brown . 
Entirely sepia . Entirely grey. Light brown, 
tipped sepia . 

: 
Guard IuUrs -
Ovals , large medulla (not clear in photograph). 
Ovals , medium medulla (ly). 

Circles and ovals, larg e medulla. Ci rcles medium medulla. 

Cuticular scau pat'tLrns : 
Petal (3), waved mosaic toward s tip. Scale margi ns : smooth in 
petal, crenate in mosaic. Di s tance apart of Scales; dis tant in 
peta l, near in mosaic. 
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