


Mellivora capensis
(Schreber, 1776)

Honey Badger

DISTRIBUTION :

Throughout southern African
sub-region except Namib coastal
strips

: 2%%“5 ¢

HABITAT

Diverse, varying from open dry
savannah to dense forest.

HABILITS

Nocturnal. Solitary or in pairs. Digs burrows.
Diet: omnivorous, feeds on small rodents or shrews, snakes,

insects even young antelope but also roots, bulbs, fruit and
honey and pupae of wild bees.

|

-

HAIR
GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF FUR :

Upperparts from crown of head to tail whitish, grey. Tail,

sides
and underparts black.

INDIVIDUAL HAIRS :

ngﬁt . 31,78 + 4,51 mm

COtOUV . Entirely black or yellowish white (4).

Cfoss-5¢ct£ons .
Guard hairs —

Oblong medium medulla (lk) darkly pigmented cortex in some
hairs (11)..

Underfur —

Oblong medium and large medulla.

Cuticular scale patterns:

Irregular waved mosaic along length (2) and (3). One or two

scales across width (2). Scale margins: rippled-crenate.
Distance apart of scales: near.
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WHITE -NAPED WEASEL




Famcly ¢ MUSTELLIDAE

Poecilogale albinucha
(Gray, 1864)

White-naped weasel

DISTRIRUTION : K :

233

Eastern and northern Cape Province,
Natal, Orange Free State, Transvaal, |

western M=zambigue, Botswana and
Rhodesia.

HABITAT : | &

Savannah and open country. ?

HABITS &

Diurnal as well as nocturnal. Terrestrial. Lives singly or in
pairs or small groups. Scent-gland well developed. Enters

burrows in search of food. Runs alongside prey then rolls itself
round it.

Diet: mostly rodents, birds, reptiles and insects.

HAIR
GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF FUR :

White top of head,
of body.

divides to form four white stripes down

length
Rest of body blackish or yellowish.

INDIVIDUAL HAIRS

I.engﬂx : 7,44 + 0,35 mm
CEDLDL“‘ . Entirely black

or yellowish-white (5).
Cross-sections .
Guard hairs —

Distinctly oblong, medium medulla (lm) or large medulla (1ln).

Underfur —

Oblong, medium and large medulla.

Cuticular scale patterns:

Base, waved mosaic, one or two scales across width of hair (2).
From third of hair to tip, irregular waved mosaic (3) and (4).

Scale margins: rippled-crenate, Distance apart of scales:
near/close.
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STRIPED POLECAT
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Famdy: MUSTELLIDAE Ictonyx striatus (Perry, 1810)

Striped Polecat

DISTRIBUTION i « I'1

Throughout southern African ?
sub-region.

HABITAT : | o

7

_

Diverse, from savannah open éﬁy 7
country to high mountains. ///
/,,

HABLTS @ " f
Nocturnal. Solitary. Terrestrial, seeking refuge in burrows of
other species, or its own. Well-developed perineal glands secrete
ill-scented odour when threatened.

Diet: rodents, birds and eggs, reptiles, insects.

HAIR

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF FUR :

Seft coat. Strikingly contrasted black and white stripes on upper
parts. Four conspicuous white stripes run length of back.
Underparts black.

INDIVIDUAL HAIRS !
L@l‘\gﬂ*\, : 30,33 + 11,05 mm

.

COI.OUV‘ P Entirely black or yellowish-white.
Dark grey. Yellowish-white banded. Black (3).

Cross-sections ¢
Guard hairs —

Oblong, medium medulla (lo0). Oblong large medulla (1p).

Underfur ~

Oblong medium medulla, oblong large medulla.

Cuticular scale patterns

Irregular waved mosaic with slight chevron peak to the scales (2).
Scale margins: distinctly rippled. Distance apart of scales:
near.
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TWO-SPOTTED PALM CIVET




Faf”dy: VIVERRIDAE Nandinia binotota (Gray, 1830)

Two-spotted Palm Civet

DISTRIBUTION :

Eastern Rhodesia and parts of

Mozambique.

HABITAT :

Forests and forested savannah.

HAELTS @
Nocturnal. Arboreal. Spends day hidden among trees or vines.
Diet: diversified, feeds on vegetable matter - particularly
fruit, arboreal rodents, birds and birds eggs.

HAIR
GENERALDESCR’PT’ON OF FUR : Coarse:- coat of dense hairs.

General colour buffish grey tinged with chestnut and marked
with numerous indistinct black spots in rows on upper parts.
Two creamy spots on shoulders. Underparts light-grey, tinged
yellowish. Tail long, dark with + 12 narrowish rings.

INDIVIDUAL HAIRS :
Léﬂgﬂ't Y 18,1 4 458

<:3h3“" 5 Entirely sepia, or sepia tipped grey. Sepia
banded paler, tipped black (4).

Cross-sections ¢
Guard hairs —

Circles medium medulla (lg). Ovals medium medulla (lr).
Ovals large medulla (ls).

Underfur —

Circles and ovals (numerous) medium and large medulla.

Cuticular scale patterns:

Distinct diamond petal. 4 scales acrass width (2) and (3).
Waved mosaic towards tip. Scale margins: smooth in petal,
rippled-crenate in mosaic. Distance apart of scales: '
distant in petal, near in waved mosaic.
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CIVET




/‘b/m{y: VIVERRIDAE Viverra civetta
Schreber, 1776

Civet Cat

DISTRIBUTION }W o

bt
Northern Natal, Swaziland, Transvaal

)
Mozambique, Rhodesia, eastern and A%%?Z%%%

northern Botswana, anorth-eastern /2?7 é?y
Namibia. é
ol 7%
o QQZ;?
HABITAT : | ]
All types of savannah, sometimes |
dense forest. R P

HABLTS ¢ A

Nocturnal. Solitary. Well-developed musk glands. Omnivorous.
Not an efficient killer.

Diet: carrion and a variety of prey including rodents, birds,
eggs, small game, lizards and frogs and insects.

HAIR

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF FUR :

Long, coarse bristly hairs, light-grey forehead ahd white muzzle.
From neck to tail, line of shaggy black hairs. Ground colour -
grey buffish with black spots in rows along body and across tail.

INDIVIDUAL HAIRS

ngﬂ‘\, . 72,0 + 2,79 mm

Colour : Entirely black. Black banded off-white, or

off-white base. Entirely sepia or sepia
tipped light brown (4).

Cross-sections ¢
Guard hairs —

Large circles, medium medulla (1lt). Some large circles with
clearly pigmented cortex (1lu).

Underfur —

Small circles some with small medulla, and some with large
medulla.

Cuticular scale patterns :

Petal, almost diamond petal along shaft (2) changing to fairly
regular waved mosaic towards tip (3). Scale margins: smooth in

petal, slightly rippled in mosaic. Distance apart of scales:
distant in petal, near in waved mosaic.



(@)
o0}

9cm

6

3

MNEEAw T IR wk.uml ﬁ“v‘u@&.l NP s
\ sy i S, \ b




81.

SMALL-SPOTTED GENET
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Family * VIVERRIDAE

Genetta genetta
(Linnaeus, 1758)

Small Spotted Genet

DISTRIBUTION:: IR
A ppont . B \\ .
Throughout southern African A { h?\
sub-region except part of south e L WA o
coast and eastern regions as shown, b _\” J\$
and Namib coastal strip.

T

HABITAT '
Dry savannah and open country. %
X

The only genet found in open dry
savannah.

HABITS e

Entirely nocturnal.
arboreal.

I

Lives singly or in pairs. Terrestrial and
Diet: hares, snakes, insects, birds,

vegetable matter.
Kills poultry.

HAIR
GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF FUR :

Coat long and soft with well developed crest along spine.
colour greyish to fawn with dark line along back.
blackish spots arranged more or less in rows.
rings, white tipped.

INDIVIDUAL HAIRS :

Length . 32,90 + 11,40 mm.
COlDU” . Black,

Ground
Dark brown and
Tail 9-10 dark

white base, or banded white. Dark Grey (4).

Cross-sections ¢
Guard hairs —

Circles medium and large medulla (1lv)
with large and medium medullas (1lx).

Under fur —

Ovals and circles with medium medullas.

and (lw). Fewer ovals
Colours black and white.

Cuticular scale patterns:

Clearly marked diamond petal (3).
Eip. Scale margins: smooth,
Distance apart of scales:

Base coronal (2), mosaic at
slightly crenate in mosaic.

distant in petal, near in mosaic.
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LARGE ~ SPOTTED GENET




f%lﬁﬂé{}’: VIVERRIDAE Genetta tigrina

(Schreber, 1776) (senso lato)

Large Spotted Genet
DISTRIBUTION: N . A%

Western and eastern Cape Province,
Natal, Transvaal, Mozambigque, -
Rhodesia, northern Botswana, and '
north-eastern Namibia.

HABITAT

Bush, woodland, savannah but not
high forest.

HABITS :

Nocturnal. Terrestrial and arboreal.
Diet: birds, lizards, insects and vegetable matter.

HAIR
GENERAL DESCRIFTION OF FUR :

Coat soft, short with distinct dorsal line. Ground colour, brownish

grey to pale yellowish or buffish white with dark spots which are
more or less arranged in longitudinal lines. Tail with eight or
nine dark rings and wide dark tip.

INDIVIDUAL HAIRS
LGgﬁw : 24,0 + 3,25 mm

COtOUl‘ 5 Brown or sepia banded yellow-white or light brown.

Entirely sepia. Entirely grey. Light brown,
tipped sepia.

Cross-sections ¢
Guard hairs —

Ovals, large medulla (not clear in photograph).
Ovals, medium medulla (ly).

Underfur —

Circles and ovals, large medulla. Circles medium medulla.

Cuticular scale patterns:

Petal (3), waved mosaic towards tip. Scale margins: smooth in

petal, crenate in mosaic. Distance apart of Scales: distant in
petal, near in mosaic.
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