Chapter 4 Experimental techniques applied

in this study

Thermogravimetry (TG)

Thermogravimetry is a group of techniques in which the mass of a sample is measured as
nction of temperature or time, while subjected to a controlled heating programme in a
ified atmosphere. The technique has a wide range of applications, of which some
important ones are (Dodd et al, 1987; Haines, 1995):

investigation of phase changes e.g. a liquid changes to a gas

characterisation of materials

to evaluate the thermal stability of materials

to investigate thermal decomposition

qualitative analysis

guantitative analysis

used in quality control to do purity assessment

to investigate the chemical reactivity, e.g. the influence of addition of a catalyst

kinetic studies

The sources of error during thermogravimetry and optimum operating conditions of the

monitored against temperature or time while the temperature of the sample, in a specified

atmosphere, is programmed (Haines, 1995).

Thermal events in the sample appear as deviations from the DSC baseline curve, in either

endothermic or exothermic direction. Because of the absorption of more power by a sample,

30



Experimental techniques applied in this study

rmic responses are usually represented as positive (above the baseline). The
ng of well-known material, such as indium, is used to calibrate the instruments.

es of DSC are recognised, namely power-compensated DSC and heat-flux DSC. In
type, the sample and reference are heated by separate, individual heaters, and the
rature difference is kept close to zero while the difference in electrical power needed
0 maintain equal temperatures are measured (Haines, 1995). Heat-flux DSC was used
this study. The sample and reference are heated from the same source and the

erature difference between them is measured. This signal is then converted to a power

4.2.1 Heat-flux DSC
at-flux DSC the thermocouples are positioned beneath the sample and reference pans.
ift in the baseline is not influenced by any property of the sample, but by a change in

specific heat capacity of the sample. It is also dependent on the characteristics of the

AH = K [ATdt = K- (peak area) (4.1)
where AH = heat of the reaction
AT = temperature difference between the sample and the reference
s = time
K = the calibration constant that converts peak area into joules, and

is a thermal factor that may vary with temperature
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C apparatus must be calibrated for calorimetric sensitivity. Usually the melting points

» metals are used, and because the value of the calibration constant (K) is markedly

The integrated peak area of a pure substance may be used to calculate the calorimetric

itivity constant:

ms
K., = AH,- 2 (4.2)
AH, = enthalpy of fusion of the calibration substance
mg = sample mass of the calibration substance
A, = peak area
Ky = calorimetric sensitivity constant at temperature T

2.3 Applications of DSC

The DSC curve can be used to estimate the purity of samples. Melting endotherms are very
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4.3 Simultaneous TG-DSC

Thermal methods sometimes require complementary techniques for a more comprehensive
understanding of the process occurring. In simultaneous TG-DSC systems, the designs are
based on a thermobalance which is modified to weigh both the sample and the reference
and to measure the temperature of each. The sample and reference are contained in
crucibles, which are located on a heat-flux DSC plate. Therefore, both techniques are
sensed simultaneously. This technique saves time and also gives the results for two or more
techniques under precisely the same experimental conditions. A shortcoming of this
technique is that the sensitivity of both techniques is reduced on combination, because of

compromises in instrumental design (Charsley and Warrington, 1992).

The instrument used during this study was the NETZSCH-STA 409 EP, which enables the
simultaneous execution of Thermogravimetry (TG) and Heat-flux-Differential Scanning
Calorimetry (DSC). The instrument can measure in a temperature range of 20°C up to
1400°C. Both measuring techniques are applied simultaneously and on the same sample.
By using the software, developed by NETZSCH-Gerdtebau GmbH, characteristic
temperatures, enthalpy values, and mass changes were obtained. A simplified diagram of

the NETZSCH-STA 409 EP is given in Figure 4.1.

4.3.1 The balance

The STA 409 contains a highly sensitive analytical balance that works according to the
principle of the substitution beam balance. The change in mass occurring during a reaction,
causes deviation of the weighing beam, which is registered as a change in voltage. The
presence of oxidising or corrosive gases near the balance mechanism is undesirable.

Therefore, the balance enclosure is often purged with an inert gas.

4.3.2 Sample carrier system
The sample carrier system is connected to the balance. It contains the thermocouples
(Pt10%Rh-Pt) to measure the temperature and the temperature difference between the

sample and reference sides. The sample and reference materials are contained in
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balance and detector systems.

Figure 4.1 The structure of the measuring part of the Netzsch-STA 409 EP
(Netzsch-Gerétebau)
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4.3.3 The furnace

Maximum temperatures of approximately 1400°C are produced by the tube furnace of the
STA 409 EP, which is heated with a resistance coil. The furnace should be capable of
i i‘_'ching temperatures 100 to 200°C above the maximum desired working temperature. If

operated in the presence of a corrosive atmosphere the linings of the furnace must consist
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of a material that can resist chemical attack.

" The uniform heating zone must be of reasonable length to provide a uniform sample
temperature, and the furnace should not affect the balance mechanism through radiation
orconvection. Inclusion of radiation shields and convection baffles reduces transfer of heat

to the balance mechanism.

4.3.4 The Programmer
The programmer is directly linked to the furnace, and remains in control of the furnace
throughout the experiment. The programmer makes a variety of heating rates and thermal

programmes available.

A thermocouple that is chemically inert measures the furnace temperature. The signal from
the thermocouple is transmitted to the programmer, and the temperature it represents is
compared with the temperature required by the programme. The system must then respond
by supplying more or less power to the furnace, depending on whether the temperature of
the furnace is too low or too high. The response times of the controller and of the furnace

govern the thermal lag of the instrument, and the range of heating rates that is achievable.

4.3.5 The data acquisition device (computer)

The purpose of the computer is to produce a record of the sample weight as a function of
temperature and time. The computer makes the collection, interpretation, storage and
retrieval of the instrumental data easier. It allows the user to calculate, and compare, the
results of an experiment more easily and accurately (Brown, 1988; Charsley and
Warrington, 1992; Dodd et al, 1987; Haines, 1995; Waunderlich, 1990).

4.3.6 Sources of error during thermogravimetry
Errors in thermogravimetric measurements can lead to inaccuracies in the recorded

temperature and mass data. Some sources of error are discussed below (Dodd et al, 1987).
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gain in measured mass.

Running a “blank” buoyancy curve with an empty crucible can compensate for this effect
over the significant temperature range. This curve is then subtracted from the experimental
Ig-urve for a specific sample. The use of very small samples and crucibles will also reduce
this effect.

Gas flowing over and around the sample container may cause turbulence and the heat from
the oven can cause convection effects. This can also be reduced by smaller sample

Masses.

The actual temperature of the sample will usually lag behind the temperature recorded by
the thermocouple. This thermal lag is related to several factors that include the time in which
- a weight change is recorded, the heating rate, the gas flow, the geometry of the sample
container, and the thermal conductivity of the sample. The heat of the reaction will also
affect the sample temperature. An endothermic reaction ata specific temperature will cause
a larger thermal lag, while an exothermic reaction will have the opposite effect. However,

these effects are of very small magnitude.

Other factors that must be considered to cause errors in thermogravimetry are:
. condensation on the balance suspension

. reaction between the sample and crucible

° random fluctuations of the balance system

. electrostatic effects on the balance mechanism

. induction effects from the furnace

. the environment of the thermobalance

~ Well-designed thermobalances usually exclude most of these factors causing errors.
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4.3.7 Optimum operating conditions
Many factors affect the nature, accuracy, and precision of experimental results. Comparison
of samples can only be made when their curves are run under the same conditions, or when

differences are clearly stated.

Large sample masses cause poor resolution in thermogravimetric curves. This is due to the
significant temperature gradient within a large sample and the greater difficulty of volatile
products to escape from a large sample. These factors can lead to irreproducibility, and
therefore the sample mass should be kept as small as possible, especially for kinetic

studies. Sample masses of less than 50 mg are normally used.

The sample must preferably be in powdered form, and should be spread uniformly in the
sample container. The particle size must also be considered, because the thermal
properties of powders differ from those of the bulk material (Brown, 1988; Dodd et al, 1987;
Haines, 1995).

Thermogravimetric measurements can be done in a static or daynamic atmosphere. The
transfer of heat and chemistry of the sample will depend upon the surrounding atmosphere.
Even if there is no reaction between the sample and the atmosphere, the heat transfer by
the gas may affect the results. Changing the surrounding atmosphere can alter the course
of a chemical reaction completely. Usually an inert gas is used, which quickly removes the
gaseous products from the sample, but the gas may also be used as a reactant in the

reaction.

A flowing gas atmosphere will also reduce condensation of reaction products on the cooler
parts of the weighing mechanism. It will flush out corrosive products, reduce secondary
reactions, and act as a coolant for the balance system.The flow rate of the gas must also
be considered. A very low gas flow will not sweep away reaction products, or act as a heat
transfer agent. A very high gas flow can interfere with the balance mechanism or cause

turbulence effects (Haines, 1995).
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The sample holder should not react chemically with the sample during the experiment.
Changing from an aluminium crucible to silica, alumina or platinum may change the heat
transfer, because of the different thermal conductivity of these materials. It can also
influence the chemistry of a process, for example, if a reaction occurs that can be catalysed

by platinum.

The shape of the crucible is important, since a shallow container will allow a more
significant exchange of gas between the sample and its gaseous surroundings. A narrow,
deep crucible may restrict heat flow (Brown, 1988; Dodd ef al, 1987; Haines, 1995;
Wunderlich, 1990).

Increasing heating rates result in an inhomogeneous temperature distribution in the sample.
The thermal lag between the actual temperature of the sample and the recorded
temperature will increase with increasing heating rate, and the resolution of the
thermogravimetric curve will decrease. Working with the lowest heating rate that is possible
for the specific circumstances is best (Brown, 1988; Charsley and Warrington, 1992; Dodd
et al, 1987; Haines, 1995; Wunderlich, 1990).

44 X-ray Fluorescence analysis

441 Introduction
Since the discovery of X-rays in 1895, a variety of X-ray techniques have been developed.
These include radiography, X-ray fluorescence analysis, X-ray crystallography, and

radiotherapy.

In the devices used to apply these techniques, X-rays are being produced in X-ray tubes.
Electrons are produced by an electrically heated tungsten filament, and are then
accelerated towards the target by applying a large potential difference. The high speed

electrons are stopped by the atoms of the target, resulting in X-rays being produced in all
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directions from the surface of the target. Since X-rays are harmful, the tube is partly covered
with a heavy absorbing metal such as lead. The X-rays then leave the tube through a

window, consisting of a light metal such as aluminium or beryllium.

Only a fraction of the energy supplied to the tube is converted to X-rays, most is converted
into heat. To prevent the target from melting, it is cooled by running water. The target
material must be made of a high melting material which has good thermal conductivity and
for the production of high-intensity X-rays, the target element should have a high atomic
number. Pure transition metals such as molybdenum, wolfram, copper and chromium are

typical target materials. Figure 4.2 shows a schematic diagram of an X-ray tube.

Figure 4.2 Schematic diagram of an X-ray tube (Whiston, 1987)
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Characteristic X-rays are produced when high speed electrons remove inner K,LorM
electrons from target atoms, and outer electrons fill the vacancies. The continuous spectrum

arises from the conversion of the electron’s kinetic energy to radiant energy on impact.

All matter absorbs X-ray to a certain extent. An X-ray beam of original intensity /, becomes

reduced to intensity / on passing through a distance x of absorbing medium of density p.
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The intensities are related by the equation (Whiston, 1987):

I =1, @t (4.3)

Figure 4.3 Typical wavelength distribution of the absorption coefficient, showing
the K, L and M edges (Wilson and Wilson, 1971)
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The planes of atoms in a crystal will only reflect an X-ray beam when the Bragg equation

is fulfilled (Whiston, 1987, Wilson and Wilson, 1971):

2dsind = ni (4.4)
where d = the interplanar spacing
S = the angle between the planes and the X-ray beam (Bragg angle)
A = the X-ray wavelength
n = the order of reflection

4.4.2 Instrumentation

X-ray fluorescence is a rapid, non-destructive, qualitative and quantitative method of
determining elements in solids and liquids. In principle, the technique is based on the
‘measurement of wavelengths and intensities of X-rays emitted by a sample, when excited
by the rays from a primary X-ray tube. Since the beam doesn't penetrate very far into the

specimen, it is essentially a surface technique (Whiston, 1987).

An X-ray fluorescence spectrometer consists of three principal sections (Jenkins et al,
1981):
. the excitation source, where the characteristic X-rays in the sample are excited via

the X-ray fluorescence process
the sample presentation apparatus, which holds the sample in a precisely defined

position during analysis, and provides for introduction and removal of the sample

from the excitation position
the X-ray spectrometer, which is responsible for separating and counting the X-rays

of various wavelengths or energies emitted by the sample

The simplified layout of a typical X-ray fluorescence spectrometer is shown in Figure 4.4.
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ure 4.4 Simplified layout of a typical wavelength dispersive spectrometer

(Whiston, 1987)
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As the crystal rotates, so the angle (6) presented to the fluorescent rays changes.
never the Bragg equation is fulfilled for a particular X-ray wavelength, this part of the

beam is reflected by the crystal. The reflected beam passes th rough a set of collimating slits

42



Chapter 4 Experimental techniques applied in this study

There are four basic types of XRF instruments. These will be discussed shortly below.

(@ Manual spectrometer

The manual single channel spectrometer is the simplest type of spectrometer, and consists
of a one crystal/collimator/detector system. Scans for qualitative work are motor driven, but
for quantitative measurements all instrument settings such as tube current and voltage are
made manually. The changing of instrument components such as the collimator, analysing
crystal or detector are also performed manually. This type of instrument is sufficient for a

general analytical laboratory which continually receives a wide variety of samples.

(b)  Semi-automatic spectrometer

The semi-automatic instrument is more convenient than the manual spectrometer when a
large number of diverse samples are to be analysed. The main difference is that the
machine settings and instrument components, appropriate to each individual sample, are

selected by a simple operation.

(c) Automatic sequential spectrometer

This instrument is adequate for routine analysis of large numbers of similar samples. The
spectrometer is usually interfaced with a computer which has been programmed to control
the entire sequence of the analysis. This involves control of samples, changing of settings
and of instrument components applicable to each element of interest in each sample,
moving the spectrometer from one 28 setting to another, collection of intensity data, and

calculation of element concentration.

(d)  Simultaneous automatic spectrometer

This type of spectrometer is also suitable for the routine analysis of a large number of
samples. The instrument consists of up to 26 single channel instruments situated around
the X-ray tube and samples. Each channel is fixed at the 26 angle of a specific element, and
each channel is fitted with instrument components most suited for that element. The
intensities are collected from each channel and fed to a computer for calculation of element

concentration.
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nstrument has several advantages when compared to the automatic sequential
r. It has no moving parts and much time is saved by measuring the intensities
sly rather than sequentially. This makes the simultaneous spectrometer ideal
 analysis for production control. Another advantage lies in trace analysis, where
are likely to be very weak. Higher sensitivity can be obtained by having two or

2 output channels set on the same element line and combining their outputs.

wltaneous spectrometer also has disadvantages when compared to a sequential
rometer. The automatic spectrometer is more compact then the simultaneous.
ent, and has fewer instrument components which means that it should be less
sive. The sequential spectrometer is more flexible in its use, since it can be
ammed to detect any element, while simultaneous spectrometers are constructed to
t specific elements. Sequential instruments can be programmed to use machine
neters which are optimised for each element, with simultaneous instruments certain

chine parameters are fixed and may not be optimum for all the elements being analysed.

Qualitative analysis by XRF
ualitative analysis, the crystal is rotated so that all angles between about 15° and 145°
esented to the X-ray beam. Detected X-rays are amplified and recorded as a series

aks. A scale of 26 is automatically recorded, and elements are identified from their 26

values in conjunction with an appropriate set of tables.

particular analysing crystal, the line-to-26 tables list the wavelength and 26 values of
ihe characteristic elements that can be dispersed by the crystal. The data are listed in order
of increasing atom number. 26-to-line tables list similar data, but in increasing magnitude
8. The interpretation of an XRF trace involves the reading off the 26 values of the peaks

hen consulting 26-to-line tables, applicable to the analysing crystal used.
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4 Quantitative analysis by XRF
uantitative analysis, the crystal remains stationary, set at the appropriate angle to

concentration in the sample.

There is a usually not a linear relationship between analyte line intensity and concentration,
because of matrix effects, which can arise from absorption and enhancement. Spectral
rference can arise from overlap of analyte line with either a matrix line or an X-ray tube
line. This may be overcome by using a different analyte line, by using a crystal with a higher

dispersion, by using filters, or by reducing the voltage or current of the X-ray tube.

The three most common ways of overcoming matrix effects include the use of calibration
curves, making standard additions, and correcting mathematically. Calibration curves are

litable to do routine analyses of samples where standards are readily available. Standard

w

additions are applicable to infrequent analyses where standards are not available, while

holder. However, for quantitative work sample preparation may be necessary, particularly

The guiding principles for sample preparation techniques are reproducibility, accuracy,

|

simplicity, low cost, and rapidity of preparation. A broad outline of different sample

discussed below.
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Figure4.5 A summary of sample preparation procedures for XRF analysis (Jenkins
et al, 1981)
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« solids such as metals and ceramics should preferably be in the form of a small cylinder

5 cm in diameter. To eliminate the surface texture effects, one surface should be

paper, Scotch tape or Mylar film. Standards and unknowns should be prepared under
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conditions.

1 with borax or with lithium tetraborate to produce a “glass” disc may be useful for
) J neous solids or for solids having strong matrix effects. Properly prepared discs will

article size effects.

ave the advantage of being homogeneous and free of surface and particle effects.
dards are readily prepared, and standard additions are easily made. However, there
can be problems with evaporation, leakage, bubble formation and precipitation of analyte.

es that can be detected by XRF usually need concentrating eg. by dissolution,
ption or adsorption onto a solid.

Infrared spectroscopy

When light constituted of components of various wavelengths is resolved according to
avelength with a monochromator, a spectrum of electromagnetic radiation is obtained. The

ion of the electromagnetic spectrum into its various regions is shown in Figure 4.6.

47



Experimental techniques applied in this study

} The electromagnetic spectrum
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romagnetic spectrum and the varied interactions between these radiations and
forms of matter can either be considered in terms of classical or quantum theories.
e of the various radiations shown in Figure 4.6 have been interpreted by Maxwell's

heory of electro- and magnetodynamics, consequently the term of electromagnetic

ng to this theory, light is composed of electric and magnetic waves. These two
re in planes perpendicular to each other, and the light wave moves through space
ﬂ"e? perpendicular to the planes containing the electric and magnetic waves. It is the
art of light, called the electric vector, that interacts with molecules. The amplitude
tric vector changes with time, and it has the form of a sine wave. The wavelength
light wave is the distance between adjacent crests or throughs in the sine wave.

/ienumber (v ) of a light wave is the number of waves in a length of one centimetre,

given by the following relationship (Smith, 1996; Stuart, 1996)

(4.5)
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the speed of light (2.997925 x 10* m s™)

the frequency (number of cycles per second)

o
=D
noon

ed in cm, then v is reported as cm™. Wavenumbers are the units typically used

1 spectroscopy to denote different kinds of light. The wavenumber of light is

roportional to energy as follows (Smith, 1996):

E"=""hcv (4.6)
eRE = light energy
e = Planck’s constant (6.626 x 10 J s)
T wavenumber

ates that high wavenumber light has more energy than low wavenumber light.
instruments operate in the wavenumber range between 4000 and 400 cm™,

defined as mid-infrared radiation.

to the quantum theory, processes of electronic change (including vibration and
n be represented in terms of quantised discrete energy levels E,, E;, E, etc.
or molecule in a system must exist in one or other of these levels. In a large
molecules there will be a distribution of all atoms among these various energy
lese energy levels are a function of the quantum number and a parameter
ted with the particular atomic or molecular process associated with that state.
» molecule interacts with radiation, a quantum of energy (or a photon) is either
or absorbed. In each case the energy of the quantum of radiation must exactly fit
ygap E, - E;, E, - E,, etc. The energy of the quantum is related to the frequency
owing (Stuart, 1996):

AE o1 =ndiy (4.7)
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herefore, the frequency of emission or absorption of radiation for a transition between the

states E, and E, is given by the following relationship:

= hal = (4.8)

infrared radiation interacts with matter, it can be absorbed, causing the chemical
s in the material to vibrate. The presence of chemical bonds in a material is a
ssary condition for infrared absorbance to occur. Functional groups within molecules
0 absorb infrared radiation in the same wavenumber range, regardless of the structure
 rest of the molecule that the functional group is in. This means there is a correlation
sen the wavenumbers at which a molecule absorbs infrared radiation and its structure.
correlation allows the structure of unknown molecules to be identified from the

cule’s infrared spectrum (Smith, 1996).

lles are considered as rigid ball-like atoms, connected by bonds with spring-like
eristics. The absorption of infrared radiation sets the molecule into vibrational or
al motion, or a combination of the two. Similarly, emission of infrared radiation is
panied by a decrease of the vibration or rotation. In order for the infrared radiation

bsorbed, the vibration frequency of the molecule must be identical to the frequency

\ molecule having N atoms can undergo 3N - 6 fundamental modes of vibration, or 3N-5

it is a linear molecule. Each of these fundamental modes has associated with it a

ground-state energy:
iy (4.9)

eans that the absorption of energy is quantised. In addition, higher frequencies can

cited with energy
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E =+ Bhyv - #=9,2,3 . (4.10)

The spectroscopist observes the frequencies of absorbed radiation and assigns the

corresponding molecular vibrational frequencies to particular modes of oscillation. He can

m.m
o= ——= (4.11)
m, +m,

where m, and m, are the masses of the atoms at the end of the bond. The equation relating
the force constant to the reduced mass and wavenumber values for bond vibrational

frequencies is as follows (Stuart, 1996):

iy 4
2nc\u

(4.12)

where c is the speed of light.
The rotational energy levels of a molecule are also restricted to certain discrete values,

E = BJJ+1) J=0,1,2, .. (4.13)

containing many possible rotational transitions. The selection rules for rotational transitions

depend on the geometry of the molecule and the particular mode in question (Stewart,
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spectra of polyatomic molecules are quite complex, but the spectrum of a
chemical bond is a unique characteristic of that compound. It reflects the

lbond strength, and atomic masses of the substance. This makes infrared

transform infrared spectroscopy is based on the interference of radiation between
s to yield an interferogram, which is a signal produced as a function of the change

1gth between the two beams. The distance and frequency are interchangeable by

>components of an FT-IR spectrometer are shown schematically in Figure 4.7. The
emerging from the source is passed to the sample through an interferometer,

reaching a detector. After high-frequency contributions have been eliminated by a

7 The basic components of a FT-IR spectrometer (Stuart, 1996)

A/D
Converter

Interferometer Sample Detector Amplifier Computer

st conventional interferometer used is a Michelson interferometer. A simplified
s layout is shown in Figure 4.8. It consists of two perpendicular plane mirrors, one
travel in a direction perpendicular to the plane. A semi-reflecting film, the
7,:!]tter, crosses the planes of these two mirrors. The beamsplitter material has to be
en according to the region to be examined. Materials such as germanium or iron oxide

e coated on to an infrared-transparent substrate such as potassium bromide or caesium
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ide to produce beamsplitters for the mid- or near-infrared regions. Thin organic films,

poly(ethylene terephthalate), are used in the far-infrared region.

Figure 4.8 A Michelson interferometer (Stuart, 1996)
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ollimated beam of monochromatic radiation of wavelength A is passed into a perfect

=3 4

plitter, 50% of the incident radiation will be passed to the stationary mirror and 50%
transmitted to the movable mirror, which can move along the axis shown in
4.8. After each beam has been reflected back to the beamsplitter, they are again
ally reflected and partially transmitted. Thus, 50% of the beam reflected from the
y mirror is transmitted through the beamsplitter to sample and then to the detector,
e other 50% is reflected back in the direction of the source. The beam which
rges from the interferometer at 90° to the input beam is called the transmitted beam,
 the beam which is detected in FT-IR spectroscopy (Griffiths, 1975).
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nsity falling on the detector, I(3), can be related to the spectral power density, given

), at a particular wavenumber (v ), as follows (Stuart, 1996):

8) = _LmB(V) cos2n v dv (4.14)

ich is one half of a cosine Fourier pair, with the other being:

B(F) = [ 1(8)cos2n v ds (4.15)

hese two equations are interchangeable and are known as a Fourier transform pair. The
ows the variation of power density as a function of path difference in pathlength,
ile the second shows the variation in density as a function of wavenumber. Each can be

erted to the other by the mathematical method of Fourier transformation.

sential experiment to obtain an FT-IR spectrum is to produce interferograms, both
jith and without a sample in the beam, and then transform these interferograms into spectra

& source with and without sample absorptions.

 spectrometers use a Nernst or Globar source for infrared emission in the mid-infrared
n. The Globar source is constructed of silicon carbide, while the Nernst filament is a

ure of the oxides of zirconium, yttrium and erbium.

tector must have adequate sensitivity to the radiation arriving from the sample over the
g._spectral region required. There are two types of detectors which are generally used.
normal detector for routine use is a pyroelectric device, which incorporates deuterium
ine sulphate (DTGS) in a temperature-resistant alkali halide window. For more
itive work, a mercury cadmium telluride (MCT) detector can be used, which requires

the detector has to be cooled by liquid nitrogen.
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Experimental techniques applied in this study

ig mirror is the most crucial component of the interferometer, and produces an
| path difference between the two arms of the interferometer. It is either moved at a
ielocity, or is held at equidistant points for fixed short periods and is rapidly
etween these points. It has to be accurately aligned and must be capable of
gtwo distances so that the path difference corresponds to a known value. A number

s associated with the moving mirror needs to be considered when calculating an

yectrum (Stuart, 1996).

Sampling
ible to analyse samples in liquid, solid or gaseous form by FT-IR. Gaseous

are examined by using gas cells. Liquid samples can be analysed in fixed-
1 sealed cells, which are particularly useful for volatile liquids. These cells cannot
apart for cleaning. Semi-permanent cells can also be used, and are demountable
the windows can be cleaned. An important consideration in the choice of infrared
the type of window material. The material must be transparent to the incident

adiation, and therefore alkali halides are normally used (Stewart, 1970; Stuart,

ims also provide a quick method for examining liquid samples. A drop of liquid is
)een two infrared plates, which are then mounted in a cell holder. However, a
n problem encountered in obtaining good quality spectra from liquid films is sample

‘ The recorded spectrum progressively becomes weaker due to evaporation which

ce during the recording period.

e mixture is then ground with a mortar and pestle and subjected to a pressure of
ately 1.58 x 10° kg cm’2, in an evacuated die. This sinters the mixture and produces

ansparent disc, which is used in the spectrometer (Stewart, 1970).
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