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Figure 6.26 The farm of Willem Prinsloo at the Bosberg (Gordon Collection) 131 
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Figure 6.27 Unfinished pencil sketch. (Gordon collection) 132 
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Figure 6.28 Kweekvallei (Gordon collection) 

Figure 6.29 Present view of Prince Albert, where Kweekvallei was situated. 133 
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CHAPTER7 RECAPITULATION, CONCLUSION AND 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER 

STUDY 

7.1 RECAPITULATION 

The problem was to determine the pattern of settlement of the Boers on the Eastern 

Frontier for the period 1769-1779. 

In Chapter 2 the historical background of expansion to the Eastern Frontier was 

investigated. It was shown that the incompatibility of the authorities' wishes for the 

settlement at the Cape and the realities of the specific environment and situation 

produced a shift in emphasis from agrarian farming to stockfarming. The territory of 

the Colony in the eighteenth century was expanded by the stockfarmers in their search 

for suitable grazing and sufficient water. The Government sanctioned territorial 

expansion with the implementation of the loan farm system and the continual shifting 

of the borders of the Colony. By 1769 the first stockfarmers had settled on the Eastern 

Frontier and a community of frontier settlers came into being. 

In Chapter 3 the significant primary sources were reviewed. It was determined that 

there is sufficient extant primary material available on the period and place and the 

significant aspects of settlement were extrapolated from these. The main source of 

information was the journals of travellers to the region. Those who visited the region 

during the first decade of settlement were referred to as the early travellers. From the 

journals the route followed, the habitation, the culture and lifestyle of the frontier 

settlers were identified as the significant aspects to be investigated of the settlement 

pattern of the cultural and physical environment. Those who visited the region after the 

first decade of settlement were referred to as the later travellers and it was determined 

that their observations would provide useful supplementary information to the aspects 

mentioned above. 

In Chapter 4 the origins and cultural environment of the Boers that had settled on the 

Eastern Frontier during the first decade of occupation of the land, was investigated. It 
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was shown that they were primarily of Dutch and German decent and that they 

ori~nated from the established agr~an f~g comm~nity. The conflict that arose 

between this community and the corrupt dealings of Governor Willem Adriaan van der 

Stel was identified as the main reason for the move inland. The ease associated with 

stockfarming and the loan farm system were identified as aspects that facilitated this 

move from the established areas. The community that settled on the frontier evolved a 

distinct culture of their own, as described by the travellers to the region. The 

degeneration of culture, generally associated with them by the visitors, was interpreted 

as a regeneration of culture in response to a specific environment and conditions. Their 

religion, education, sense of community, customs and lifestyle was investigated as 

aspects of their cultural environment. Their involvement in the economy of the Colony, 

a point of debate in contemporary theories of frontier settlement, was clarified, and it 

was determined that they were actively involved in the exchange economy of the Cape. 

In Chapter 5 the routes followed by the early travellers on the frontier was traced as a 

significant element of the pattern of settlement of the physical environment. It was 

determined that a well-established network of roads came into being during the first 

decade of settlement. These were described as the highways of the Eastern Frontier. 

The position of farms along this road was determined and the aspects of distribution 

for the three regions respectively, were investigated. The pattern of settlement was 

identified as dispersed, due to the environmental conditions of the availability of 

cultivable soil and sufficient water. Accordingly the fertile and well-watered areas were 

more densely populated. 

In Chapter 6 the homestead was investigated as a significant element of the pattern of 

settlement of the physical environment. The built form was described as an inventive 

response to the specific environment influenced by aspects that had been imported 

from the established settlements of the Cape. The function, type and arrangements of 

the homestead were investigated through the drawings made of them by Johannes 

Schumacher. 
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7.2 CONCLUSION 

Where the fabric no longer exist, it is possible to use contemporaneous sources to 
. - . 

reinvent an aspect of history. In the same way the pattern of settlement of Boers on the 

Eastern Frontier during the first decade of settlement was reinvented from the 

information in official documents and journals of the time. A significant aspect of the 

history of the Cape Colony has been extrapolated and it is hoped that it will make a 

worthwhile contribution to the historiography of the Cape Colony in the eighteenth 

century. 

7.3 CONTRIBUTIONS MADE BY THE STUDY 

7.3.1 The setting up of the origins of the first Eastern Cape settlers. 

7. 3 .2 The translation of a part of Swellengrebel' s journal. 

7.3.3 The revisiting of sites to match by photograph the drawings. 

7.3.4 The use of modem computer facilities to generate speculative plans layouts. 

7.3.5 The presentation of a method whereby other settlements can be investigated. 

7.4 RECOrviMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER STUDY 

7. 4 .1 An investigation of the European origin of the rural vernacular architecture of 

the Eastern Frontier. 

7.4.2 A full translation and publication of the journal of Hendrik Swellengrebel so 

that this document can take its rightful place in the historiography of the Cape 

Colony in the eighteenth century. 
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TABLE 1 - The Boers that had settled on the Eastern Frontier between 1769 
and 17781 

For the three areas; the Camdebo, Sneeuberg and Agter-Bruintjieshoogte, respectively. 
The name of the farmer, name of the farm, date of baptism, genealogy, and number of 
generation is given. 
0 first immigrant to arrive at the Cape 
I first generation to be born at the Cape 
2,3 second-, third generation to be born at the Cape 

CAMDEBO 

BASSON, Willem Brakfontein - 27.06.1734 
CLOETE, Hendrik De Doorndrift - 09.12.1725 
DE BEER, Johannes George Vrede - June, 1729 

DE BEER, Mattheus Johannes Vrede - 26.01.1755 
Stellenbosch 

DE KLERI(, Cornelis - - 08.01.1730 
Stellenbosch 

ERASMUS, Pieter - - 14.04.1732 
Stellenbosch 

GREEFF, Adriaan De Fontein - 19.07.1744 
GROBBELAAR, Coert Allemansfontein -26.11.1730 

Drakenstein 
JOUBERT, Joshua - - 15.06.1735 

KOEKEMOER, Diederik Tweefontein - 19.07.1716 
Drakenstein 

MEYBURG, Johannes Albertus - - 17.09.1719 
Stellenbosch 

OPPERMAN, Godlieb Rudolphus Uitkomst - 19.06.1729 
Drakenstein 

OPPERMAN, Christiaan Rudolph Uitkomst - 16.11.1755 
Stellenbosch 

SMIT, Andries Adriaan - - 23.12.1742 

SWANEPOEL, Johannes De Doorndrift - 07.10.1751 
Stellenbosch 

VAN DEN BERG, Abraham - - 01.04.1747 
Graaff-Rein et 

VAN DER MERWE, David De Lust - 01.10.1746 
Stellenbosch 

VENTER, Petrus - - 06.12.1745 

1 According to the journals of Swellengrebel, Gordon and Van Plettenberg. 
2 De Beer, 1984: 5. 

bl,c2,d4 
b4,c2,d2 
b9 
Netherlands2 

b9,cl 

blO 
Zeeland 
b3,cl 

b2,cl,d5 
b9 
Germany 
b8,c5 
b4 
Germany 
b4,c4 

bl 
Germany 
bl,cl 

b4,c10 
b5,c4 

bl,clO 

b2,c13,d5 

b3,cl,dl 
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SNEEUBERG 

BURGER, Barend Rhenosterfontein ,_.13_12.1111 b2,cl 2 
Drakenstein 

BURGER, Willem Rhenosterfontein -- 30.09.1742 b2,cl,dl 3 
Stellenbosch 

DE KOOKER, Theodorus Tweefontein unknown Netherlands 0 
GRIESEL, Johannes David De Soete Rivier unknown Denmark 0 
KOEKEMOER, Joachim Tweefontein -- 22.11.1744 b4,cl 2 
KRUGER, Hendrik - -- 08.04.1725 b6 1 

Germany 
SMIT, Stephanus Christiaan Orie F onteinen -- 05.10.1749 b4,cl2 2 

Stellenbosch 
VAN DER MERWE, Carel Doornbos --19.01.1755 b2,c9,dl2 3 

Doomplaats Stellenbosch 
VAN DER MERWE, Jacob - -- 09.10.1757 b2,cl4,d9 3 

Swellendam 
VAN DER WALT, Johannes Houdconstant -- 08.09.1750 b5 1 
Petrus Friesland 
VAN DER WALT, Tjaart Droege Rivier -- 28.08.1748 b4 1 

Zuurplaats Friesland 
VENTER, Johanna Maria, (widow Het Riviertjie -- 25.09.1725 b3,cl 2 
of Jan Hendrik) 
VENTER, Petrus De Droge Heuwel -- 06.12.1745 b3,cl,dl 3 

AGTER-BRUINTJIESHOOGTE 

POTGIETER, Jacobus Doornrivier --14.11.1743 b6,c8 2 
Swellendam 

PRINSLOO, Nicolaas -- 25.08.1743 b2,c3,dl 3 
Swellendam 

PRINSLOO, Willem -- 05.05.1715 b2,c3 2 
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TABLE 2 - The origins and dates of arrival at the Cape of the Boer's ancestors 

For the three regions accordingly: the name of the frontier farmer, the first names of 
the first immigrant to arrive at the Cape, his country of origin ( according to De 
Villiers, 1966), and the year of arrival at the Cape. 
( fb) - free burgher 
* - approximate date according to marriage and baptism of first child. 

CAMDEBO 

BASSON, Willem Arnoldus Willemz (fb) Netherlands 1665 

CLOETE, Hendrik Jacob (fb) Germany 1652 

DE BEER, Johannes George Matthys Andries Netherlands 1699* 

DE BEER, Mattheus Johannes as above 

DE KLERI(, Comelis Sara Zeeland 16871 

ERASMUS, Pieter Pieter Nether lands 1690 

GREEFF, Adriaan Matthias ( fb) Germany 1680 

GROBBELAAR, Coert Johan (fb) Germany 1708 

JOUBERT, Joshua Pierre (fb) France 16882 

KOEKEMOER, Diederik Jochem Germany 1710* 

MEYBURG, Johannes Albertus Jan Lambrechts ( fb) Netherlands 1685* 

OPPERMAN, Godlieb Rudolphus Godlieb Christiaan Germany 1725 

OPPERMAN, Christiaan Rudolph as above 

SMIT, Andries Adriaan Jan (fb) Netherlands 1680* 

SW ANEPOEL, Johannes Pieter Netherlands 1695 

VAN DEN BERG, Abraham Jacobus Zeeland 1690 

VAN DER MERWE, David Willem Schalk Netherlands 1663 

VENTER, Petrus see Venter below 

SNEEUBERG 

BURGER, Barend Barend (Berndt) (fb) Germany 1691 

BURGER, Willem as above 

DE KOOKER, Theodorus - Germany 1760* 

GRIESEL, Johannes David - Denmark 1750* 

KOEKEMOER, Joachim Jochem ? 1710* 

KRUGER, Hendrik Jacob (fb) Germany 1713 

SMIT, Stephanus Christiaan Jan (fb) Netherlands 1680* 

VAN DER MERWE, Carel see Van der Merwe 
above 

VAN DER MERWE, Jacob as above 

1 Pieter de Klerk never made it to the Cape, according to De Villiers (1966: 395) he probably died on 
the journey to the Cape. His widow arrived with three children; Abraham, Johanna and Joost. The 
only son of Joost died with no children of his own, therefore Abraham is seen as the ancestor of the de 
Klerk-family. The date given above is that of the arrival of his mother. 
2 He came out with the China on 4 August 1688 as part of a group of Huguenots, at the age oftwenty­
three. (Theal, 1964: 335, 337) 
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VAN DER WALT, Johannes Petrus Geele Andriesz ( fb) Friesland 1727 
VAN DER WALT, Tjaart as above 
VENTER, Johanna Maria, (widow · Hendrik (fb) Germany 1688 
of Jan Hendrik) 

VENTER Petrus as above 

AGTER-BRUINTJIESHOOGTE 
POTGIETER, Jacobus Harmen Jansen Germany 1665 
PRINSLOO, Nicolaas Adriaan Gerrits Netherlands 1680 
PRINSLOO, Willem as above 
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TABLE 3 - The arrival of the ancestors corresponded with the commanders, 
and later, governors of the Cape 

The commanders / governors and a list of immigrants related to the frontier farmers, 
their country of origin, that arrived during their time. 

1652 - 1662 Jan van Riebeeck Cloete (Germany) 
1662 - 1666 Zacharias Wagenaar Basson (Netherlands) 

Van der Merwe (Netherlands) 
1666 - 1668 Cornelis van Quaelberg Potgieter (Germany) 
1668 - 1670 Jacob Borghorst 
1670 - 1671 Pieter Hackius 
1671 - 1672 Council of Policy 
1672 Albert van Breugel 
1672 - 1676 Isbrand Goske 
1676 - 1678 Johan Bax 
1678 - 1679 Hendrik Crudop 

1 
2 

1 
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

1679 - 1691 Simon van der Stel Burger (Germany) IO 
( as commander) De Klerk (Zeeland) 

Erasmus (Netherlands) 
Greeff ( Germany) 
Joubert (Friesland) 
Meyburg (Netherlands) 
Prinsloo (Netherlands) 
Smit (Netherlands) 
Van Den Berg (Zeeland) 
Venter ( Germany) 

1691 - 1699 Simon van der Stel Swanepoel (Netherlands) 1 
( as governor) 

1699 - 1707 Willem Adriaan v.d. Stel De Beer (Netherlands) 1 
1707 - 1708 Johan Cornelis D' Ableing Grobbelaar (Germany) 1 
1708-1711 Louis van Assenburgh Koekemoer (Germany) 1 
1711-1714 Willem Helot ( acting Kruger (Germany) 1 

governor) 
1714 - 1724 Maurits Pasques de -

Chavonnes 
1724 - 1727 Jan de la Fontaine Opperman ( Germany) 2 

Van der Walt (Friesland) 

1727-1729 Pieter Gysbert Noodt -
1729 - 1737 Jan de la Fontaine -
1737 Adriaan van Kervel -
1737-1739 Daniel van den Henghel -
1739-1751 Hendrik Swellengrebel -
1751 - 1771 Ryk Tulbagh De Kooker (Germany) 2 

Griese} (Denmark) 

1771 - 1785 Joachim van Plettenberg -
( acting governor) 
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APPENDIX 1 

Journal of a journey, to the North East of the Colony up to Kafferland 

and returning along the South East coast. 

Extract from Swellengrebel 's journey through the Camdebo to Agter-Bruintjeshoogte, 

from 8 to 24 October 177 6. 

folio 17 

Tuesday, 8 October, in the morning at 5:30 we spanned out on the Kare River1
, which 

flows to the Camdebo and which is further called the Brakke River2. 

At 9: 15 we saddled again. Saw thousands of springbok, scattered in the field like a 

flock of sheep, and many wild beast, quagga and hartebeest; we spend more than one 

hour to hunt this game. At 2:30 we spanned out on the Brakke River at the farm of 

Hannes de Beer3
, being the first farm since that of Z. de Beer4 on the Swartes berg. 

From the Krika Valey5 the Caroveld becomes better as one approaches the Camdebo, 

the road remained just as well throughout. Overcast sky, wind N. 

At 5: 15 we saddled again. Course NE. Rode the whole night through until; 

Wednesday, 9 October, in the morning at 1:30 in the Camdebo on the farm of the Oud 

Heemraad HE Cloete6 named: Doorndrift. Wind N, sunshine. 

Thursday, 10 October, rode in the afternoon at 2:40 on one cart strung with six oxen 

to the Sneeuwbergen. Course N to W through a flat field, here and there with patches 

of grass and in the valleys thorn-trees as high as an average apple-tree. (Mimosa 

nilotica) At 6:30 we arrived at G Koekemoer7 in the Camdebo 

folio 18 

below the Sneeubergen. Overcast sky, wind SE. 

1 The Kraai River which downstream becomes the Kleine Brakkerivier, a tributary of the Camdebo 
River. (Forbes, 1965: 50) 
2 Klein Brakkerivier, see note 1. 
3 Johannes Mattheus de Beer, bapt. 26.01.1755, who owned Vrede. 
4 Zagarias de Beer, bapt. 05.03.1719, who owned Kweekvallei at the foot of the Swartberg (present 
day Prince Albert). He was the uncle of above-mentioned de Beer. 
5 Kriegavalley, also known as Beervlei, near the present day Willowmore. 
6 Hendrik Cloete, bapt. 09.12.1725, (retired Heemraad) whose son, Pieter was the travelling 
companion of Swellengrebel. 
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Figure a. I Page from transcript copy of Swellengrebel's journal. 147a 
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Friday, 11 October, in the morning at 5: 15 from here course NW to W. 

At _6:40 at the elder Koekemoer8
, j11:st below t~e Sneeuwbergen where the road runs up 

the mountain; good grassy hills; at 9: 50 from here up the mountain, course initially 

NNE thereafter E. At 12:50 on the mountain. The road was at times so steep that 

notwithstanding the six robust and valuable oxen we had in front, they frequently had 

to rest and we with the cart suspended in the air had to hold on not to fall out at the 

back. If this steepness had been of longer duration, it would have been impossible to 

go up the mountain; as the front oxen had finished the ascent the back ones still had to 

haul the cart up. We had from this height an outstanding beautiful view of the green 

grass and thorn-trees scattered here and there in the Camdebo, all along the 

Sneeuwbergen were rocky ledges 40 to 60 feet high, the one above the other, so 

regular as if they had been drawn in one line, and on top and in between, the ridges 

were grown over with young grass, so that it looked like a fortification. From here we 

rode NW, past the farm ofH v/d Walten9
, and an hour later past two others10 lying 

close to each other and came in the afternoon at 4 o'clock to Z v/d Merve11
• The 

plains of the Sneeuwgebergte, wherein the countrymen live, lie very high, evident from 

the time it took us to come up the mountain; these plains again form other hills, the 

same as those below, with regular rock ridges, in a second stage. These plains on top 

of the mountain, on which a second stage of mountains stand, were here more 

numerous. So I found when climbing the Thouws Gebergte12
, at the so-called 

Kaaymans gat13 

folio 19 

7 Gerrit Jacobus Koekemoer, bapt. 2 7.04.1749. Swellengrebel did not follow a wagon road from 
Doomdrift to this farm, but travelled through the open veld. This Koekemoer is not mentioned by 
Gordon and Van Plettenberg. 
8 Diederik Koekemoer, bapt. 19.07.1716, who owned Tweefontein. He was the father of above 
mentioned Koekemoer. 
9 Johannes van der Walt, bapt. 08.09.1750, who farmed Houd Constant. 
10 Referred to in the journal of Cloete as Tjart van der Walt and H. Krieger (Godee Molsbergen, 1932: 
7). They were Tjaart van der Walt, bapt. 28.08.1748 who farmed Drooge Rivier, and Hendrik Kruger, 
bapt. 08.04.1725. 
11 Carel van der Merwe, bapt. 19.01.1755, who farmed Doornbos. Referred to in the journal of Cloete 
by his correct name (Godee Molsbergen, 1932: 7) 
12 On map 463 it is spelt 't Thows Gebergte, the position corresponds with the present-day Anysberg 
and Touwsberg in the vicinity of the town Touwsrivier. 
13 According to Forbes (1965: 63), this Kaaimansgat was situated south of the Verkeerdevlei, near the 
present town of Touwsrivier. 
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above a wide outstretched Caroveld of the same rocky hills (see folio 10). In general it 

occurred to me that the land from inside to the seaside falls not continual but in levels. . - . 

From the top of the Hottentots Hollands kloof 4 one descends only a small way, at 

least in comparison with the ascend, to arrive in a plain in which the Steen brasems 

rivier15 runs, for this reason its discharge into the sea is from a high perpendicular 

waterfall between two mountains through an outstanding picturesque view, which 

nevertheless at the Cape is wholly unknown, and I had seen through the indication of a 

slave herdsman whom I met when I was hunting red partridges. One sees here16 not a 

tree or a shrub, therefore the hills looks much like the fatherland's17 pasturage; the 

grass is often very short and sour, this being the reason for the cattle not getting very 

fat. These mountains are wholly covered with snow in the winter18
, the rain does not 

start till the half of October; the grass does not appear till this time; only enough wheat 

necessary for bread is grown, the transport thereof is almost impossible. The most 

important produce to sell is lamb at 4 to 5 shillings19 a piece and oxen, thefat ones 

being sold for 5 Rds.20 a piece. Furthermore a lot of butter and soap is made. 

Nevertheless the milking is pitiable, instead of milking in one bucket, they milk in a 

small wooden bowl, so that the one hottentot must time and again empty into a bucket 

in the centre of the kraal. Nineteen cows do not give as much (milk) as two good ones 

in the fatherland and six to seven persons are needed to milk these cows. The 

Sneeuwgebergte stretches a further five to six days journey into the north, however the 

further 

folio 20 

the more rocky and wooded. In this area several persons have settled, but are disturbed 

a lot by the Bosjesmans21, a nation of the Hottentot22
, of old not used to keeping their 

14 On the Hottentots Hollandberge. 
15 Today, the Steenbrasdam which empties into False Bay. 
16 The discussion returns to the Sneeuberg. 
17 Netherland. 
18 Exagerated statement, the Sneeuberg (literally Snow Mountain) were named so because they are 
occasionally covered with snow in the winter (Botha, 1926: 40, 69) 
19 Unit of currency at the Cape of Good Hope. 
20 Rix-dollar, unit of currency at the Cape of Good Hope in the eighteenth century, 1 rix dollar = 8 
shillings (see Neumark, 1957: xiii). 
21 Bushmen, has become an offensive term, they are now referred to as the San. 
22 Hottentot has become an offensive term, they are now referred to as the Khoi. The San, a hunting 
people, were the first inhabitants of southern Africa. They were followed by the Khoi, a nomadic race. 
They were two distinct races but the San often attached themselves to Khoi groups for mutual 
advantage in the role of clientship. 
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own livestock, but to go out and hunt, the situation is not bettered by the fact that they 

are_ time and again hustled aside by ~s, and th~t their chi_ef article of subsistence, 

namely wild, the longer the more, as the field is populated, retreat, depriving them of 

their livelyhood. Through war with each other, the animosity is so great, that the 

Bosjesmans do not see it fit to hold the peace, as before they steal, but now they also 

destroy everything, even starting to murder, their weapons the arrow and bow, yet so 

poisonous, that anyone that is wounded, must die. It has occurred to me that the 

discomfort of our fellow-countryman can be attributed to their unfiiendliness towards 

the Hottentotten because previously it did not bother them to live among us, but they 

had started deserting the farms. It is now very difficult to control them; continually 

commando's must go into the field, that can not accomplish much on account of the 

Hottentotten who hide in the mountains like baboons, strengthened by stacked rocks 

behind which they are bullet-proof. From the Nieuwe Veld and Zoute Riviers 

gebergte23 most inhabitants have already fled their homes and it is to be feared, that 

those of the Sneeuwbergen will have to follow, when those in the Camdebo suffer too 

much. Clear weather. Quiet. 

Saturday, 12 October, in the morning at 5 o'clock we rode back. 10: 15 at the elder 

Koekemoer24 in the Camdebo, 11:05 from here, course S to E past one farm25
, 

thereafter WSW, 12:25 at Hannes de Beer26
, 1:40 from here through a thick thorn­

bush with clean grass, we passed another farm27 before the end of the road and came 

5: 15 back on Doomdrifl:28
• Clear, wind SE, the morning was very cold. 

Sunday, 13 October, clear sky, warm, strong N wind. 

folio 21 

Monday, 14 October, in the morning 6:30 I travelled by horse, along the 

Camdebobosche29 to D v/d Merve30
• I saw in the gateway, an opening between two 

23 The Nuweveldberge, north of Beaufort West, was at that time, considered by some to extend past 
the present day Graaff-Reinet. The mountains between the present day Nuweveldberge and 
Sneeuberge were then sometimes called the Zoute Riviers Berg (Forbes, 1965: 65, 69). Swellengrebel 
is therefore referring to the region west of the Camdebo. 
24 See note 8. 
25 This farm is unknown and not mentioned by Gordon or Van Plettenberg. 
26 Cloete (Godee Molsbergen, 1932: 7) refers to J. J. De Beer. This was Johannes George (Jurgen) de 
Beer, bapt. June 1729, who farmed Vrede. 
27 Cloete (Godee Molsbergen, 1932: 7) refers to G. R Opperman. This was Godlieb Rudolphus 
Opperman, bapt. 19.06.1729, who farmed Uitkomst. 
28 The farm of Hendrik Cloete, see note 6. 
29 The bushes of the Camdebo. 
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hills, through which the road runs, a big horde of sixty to ninety hartebeest and in the 

pl~s outside, the field was filled w_ith variou~ wild, mo_stly springbok. 9:45 past J 

Oberholser31
, 10:30 at D v/d Merve. On this farm was one of the Bosjesmannes 

Hottentot that men call Chinesen32 and he told us that where they live the rocks are 

painted with various animals. I had him paint on one sheet of paper with ink, still I did 

well to write the name under each figure to know what was meant. 2:30 from here 

going on at G Oberholzer33
, from whom we lend a bastard Hottentot, who on the rest 

of the journey would look after our horses till we got back to Doorndrift. Clear 

weather, in the morning a fresh N wind. 

Tuesday, 15 October, as before, hot. Strong N wind and an unusual amount of 

bothersome dust. 

Wednesday, 16 October, solar altitude 66° 53', sunrise 32°14' (LBr.) Variation 

compass 24° NW. I measured the mountain over the Platte Rivier34, whereto our route 

will be E to S 5/9 S. Clear sky, warm fresh N wind. The "Camdebo", in Hottentotten 

meaning Green Hole35
, is a stretch of land, a full three hours in breadth, that extends 

six to seven hours in length along the Sneeubergen36
. It lies much higher than the 

Caroveld in the south, and is beautifully overgrown with grass, in comparison with the 

other (Karoo) that is thin and barren, probably because the ground in the low-lying 

plain is too salty and nitrous. The ground here appear to be a yellow clay. The best 

grass stands among the thorn-bushes, where it is in the shadow; on the banks of the 

rivers grows the so-called kweek or broad grass37 that survives here the best. Although 

the hills seem very rocky, up to the crests, there is however a lot of grass clumps; the 

grass is however lanky with no clover38
, but it is free from weeds. No more wheat than 

can be consumed, is grown. It does not rain during the season of cultivation, the 

30 David van der Merwe, bapt. 01.10.1746, who farmed De Lust. 
31 Johannes Oberholster, bapt. 24.08.1710. 
32 Sparrman (1975: 219) refer to the 'Chinese, or Snese Hottentots, so called from their complexion, 
which is yellower than that of the other Hottentot nations, and therefore more like the Chinese'. This 
group of San dwelt chiefly in the basin of the middle and upper Great Fish River and on the plains 
north of the Sneeuberg. 
33 Guilliam Oberholster, bapt. 1712. 
34 Platrivier, a branch of the Sondagsrivier. The mountains measured were Groot-Bruintjieshoogte. 
35 In the original text Groen Gat. The Afrikaans gat means hole, gap or opening. Forbes (1965: 68) 
translates it to Green Hollow. 
36 The indefiniteness of this method of measurement is discussed in Forbes (1965: 69). 
37 Paspalum grass. 
38 In the original 'Klaver or Kemp', kemp referring only to the white or red clover. Forbes (1965: 68) 
wrongly translates it as hemp. 
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weather is then cold and bleak, so that no one can sow apart from those that can obtain 

wa~er by irrigation. Many farms are_ 

folio 22 

in fact watered in this way, and on these farms the wheat flourish. They have in the 

summer a lot of thunder, when it also rains more; transport of the wheat falls too far, 

even if it could be done from the nearest coast and from there on sea. Yet apart from 

the cultivation of wheat, this district is very important, for when the land along the 

coast is cultivated, and if the valuable pasturage that is available for livestock, is kept in 

a good condition, men can keep the interior for the raising of livestock and they would 

therefore need less land in the above-mentioned cultivable district. Some persons from 

Stellenbosch and areas close by have stock-farms for the raising of draught-oxen and 

sheep. They chum a lot of butter, the value set by the buyers in the Cape at three to 

four St. 39 per pound, they also make a lot of soap for which they receive four to eight 

St., in proportion to the amount delivered. Yet, while one wagon can take no more 

than l 000 lbs. of butter and 400 to 500 lbs. of soap, the men need two months to ride 

there and back for which they need at least two teams of oxen, that is twenty oxen, 

which does not leave much for the maintenance of the wagons. Men pay with oxen the 

rent of24 Rds. for each farm, each estimated at 8 Rds. by the Company, that uses 

them on its numerous outposts. Men also make a profit on the sale of wether, worth 

here 4 shillings a piece. For someone not using the farm for the raising of live-stock, 

where not possible because of the poorness of grazing, there is apart from this not 

much profit to be made. Various persons that settled here could have had a very good 

life if the transport to Cape Town 40 were not as difficult and expensive, although the 

most do not now live better than the Hottentots. 

folio 23 

Although they live at most four to five stages from the forests, and therefore could 

have had good homes, the houses consist here of one wall of clay build up three to four 

feet41 and above that a roof of reeds (thatch), there is no division of rooms, no 

chimney, the smoke drifting through a hole in the wall or roof; only one door of 

39 Stuiver, unit of currency at the Cape in the eighteenth century. 1 schilling = 6 stuivers. 
40 In the original text 'hoofdp/aats', the singular form of which probably refers to Cape Town, the 
main center of trade at that time. 
41 It is assumed that Swellengrebel used the English foot in measurements. The walls therefore had a 
height of between 900 and 1200 mm. 
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common reed42 bound with a rope, one square hole as a window; the beds are 

sep_arated from one another by a H~ttentots Jl!at, the sleeping arrangements are 

therefore very sociable, the floor is of clay mixed with dung, on this everything stands 

in disorder, butter churn, a slaughtered heifer, stock bread and so forth, while the 

chickens, ducks, young pigs, walk around like a menagerie, yes, even the doves that 

nests in the roof The household effects to proportion is, one small table or, for lack of 

this, a wooden chest, three to four veld chairs, with seats of hide and so forth. In these 

sheds, barely 40 feet long and 15 feet wide 43
, on some farms two to three families live 

with their children. The cleanliness was therefore not high, with little decoration of 

products by the activity of these people, who moreover like it much more to live in the 

veld from hunting, from an early age, the longer the more diminution, and it can be 

foreseen, that they will become a wholly wild nation. I have found only two houses 

that were build up decently, and where there were cleanliness, although these were far 

from luxurious. Men have here almost no slaves. The Hottentotten looks after the 

stock, and makes the menage not more brilliant, but more stinking_ In the Camdebo lies 

around thirty farms of which twenty-five is occupied. If men don't start to conserve the 

pasture for their stock, it is feared that the richness that already seven to eight years 

after this area was first populated, 

folio 24 

has notably diminished, and it will not take long before the veld even up to the 

hoof dplaats becomes completely wild. It already goes so far that a certain Jae. Botha 

had to relocate to the Groote Vis Rivier44 because he could not find any pasturing for 

his stock, and a Van den Berg spoke of trekking elsewhere if he could not keep his 

farm. The cold and frost is so severe, that on most farms no orange-trees will grow, 

and the branches of the peach-trees have died from freezing, from the top more than 

one foot down, probably because the field in itself high, lies so close by the cold and 

high Sneeuwbergen. 

Thursday, 17 October. After we had provided ourselves of everything, we departed 

from here at 9: 50 with two wagons and two carts on course ESE, we passed some hills 

with red-like rocks, as heavy as the ironstone, like we had seen at David van der 

42 In the original 'jluitjes riet', Phragmites communis, P. mauritianus. 
43 Therefore roughly 12 000 by 4 600 meters. 
44 Great Fish River 
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Merve. 12:35 past the farm of A van den Berg45 on the Swarte Rivier46
, that flows 

from the Candeboos gebergte47 and in the SE to the Swarten berg48
, and later forms 

. . - . 

part of the Sondags Rivier. 1:00 we spanned out on the Landrost or Sneeuwberg 

Rivier49
, that rise in the Sneeuwbergen and below runs into the Swarte Rivier. The 

bottom of this river is made up of flat square stones, so level and close to each other as 

if it had been built that way. 3: 15 we travelled from here through a bleak veld towards 

the salient corner of the Caroveld. 9:40 we arrived at the Jouberts fontein50 where we 

found little but good running water; the veld is here also better. Clear, wind N. 

folio 25 

Friday, 18 October, we rested till the afternoon, for last night thirteen oxen stayed 

behind in the spe/!1 
- and thorn-trees that stand next to the streams, and we send J 

Swanepoel52 and a hottentot to go look for them. In the afternoon we moved on to A 

W Greef3 lying half an hour from here. We found it very tidy and clean, but poor. The 

garden had vegetables and fruit-trees and a small vineyard; this Greef does not have the 

means to own any amount of cattle, but take in the stock of others for grazing. Clear 

wind W. 

Saturday, 19 October, I measured the height in the S near this farm ofBruinshoogte 

between ESE and SE to E the Renosterberg SES 1/2S the Swartenberg and behind that 

the protruding Wintershoekberg S to W Camdeboo berg W to N the Sneeuwbergen54 

from WNW, N to ESE. Solar altitude 67°58' sunrise 32°15' S latitude. We received 

our lost oxen in the afternoon, 3: 50 we travelled from here, our course along the 

Sneeuwbergen with its regular ridges overgrown with grass and ridges on various hills 

that were thickly wooded. The road was very level through a rich grassy field, with no 

45 Abraham van der Berg, bapt. 0 I. 04 .17 4 7. 
46 Swartrivier, a branch of the Sondagsrivier, which runs through the Camdebo west of Graaff-Reinet. 
47 Kamdebooberg, west of the Camdebo. 
48 Swartberg, today considered as part of the Sneeuberg range, and not the Groot Swartberge, south of 
Prince Albert. 
49 Presently the Droerivier and Moordenaarsrivier. The latter is sometimes also referred to as the 
Klein Sondagsrivier (the Little Sundays River). 
50 The name and position is difficult to trace. The estimated position from the preceding and following 
information in the journal, would put it west of Tandjiesberg. 
51 Spekboom - purslane tree (Portulacaria afra) 
52 Johannes Swanepoel, bapt. 07.10.1751, the knegt (servant) of the elder Cloete and the foreman of 
De Doomdrift. He accompanied Swellengrebel and his party on their trip to Agter-Bruintjieshoogte. 
53 Adriaan Greeff, bapt. 19.07.1744, who farmed De Fontein, presently known as Fonteinplaas. 
54 The Renosterberg, Swartberg, Winterhoekberge and Kamdebooberg are today all considered as part 
of the Sneeuberg range. 
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trees or shrubs apart from along the banks of the rivers, where it has a breadth of half 

an ~our and is very thick. We saw 8: multitud~ of hartebeest, springbok and wildebeest. 

Altogether giving an enchanting sight. 5: 3 7 through the Melksrivier55
. 

7:45 at the Platte Rivier56 course SSE. Quiet clear pleasant weather. 

Sunday, 20 October, in the morning at 5:30 we travelled with the wagons from here, 

and arrived at 10:45 at the Heemraads Rivier57 on the farm ofMeyburg58
• We rode 

from here by horse and saw a delightfully beautiful morning with the rise of the sun 

from a hill along the road, and in the Caroveld an unusually large number of various 

folio 26 

game, walking among each other in a menagerie revelling in the quiet nature, mostly 

springbok, some buffalo far away, whose prints we tracked, but they were to far aside. 

We shot one zebra and with the dogs caught one wild boar. We also saw the fresh 

spoor and droppings of a rhinoceros. Arrived 11 o'clock back at the wagons. The 

course was E to S. We had our lunch on large rocks in a strong flowing stream under 

the shadows of the trees, while it was a hot day; 4:45 we travelled from here over the 

hills overgrown with lye-bush59 of various species, whose layers is used for cooking 

soap. 5:30 past a farm close to the road. 7:30 at the Blyrivier60
. We found that the 

mountains and hills were more thickly wooded. Clear wind NE. 

Monday, 21 October in the morning at 9:38 from here. Course SE to E. 11:15 at Coert 

Grouvelaar61 on the Allemans Fontein. 11:40 from here E, at 12:50 we arrived at a 

fountain at Bruinshoogte in the midst of a wood. The weather was very hot, although 

the SE wind blew strongly, we met H de Beer62 with a load of timber from the forests 

on the Boschberg63
. Course something north ofE. Among all the trees that these hills 

are overgrown with there is nearly no timber, it consists mostly of thorn- and spek­

trees, the last cannot even be used as firewood, one finds here no wood that can be 

used for more than yoke-pins. Against this Bruinshoogte and the hills following in the 

55 Melkrivier, a tributary of the Sondagsrivier. 
56 Platrivier, a tributary of the Sondagsrivier. 
57 Today known as the Voelrivier, a tributary of the Sondagsrivier. 
58 Johannes Albertus Meyburg, bapt. 17.09.1719. 
59 Injournal 'Kanna bosjes' (Sa/so/a spp.). 
60 Groot Blyderivier, a tributary of the Sondagsrivier. 
61 Coert Grobbelaar, bapt. 26.11.1730, who farmed Allemansfontein (every man's fountain), still 
called so today. 
62 Most probably Johannes George de Beer, see note 26. 
63 Bosberg, situated east of Bruintjieshoogte, with the town Somerset East at its foot. 
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south, the caroveld ends, it stretches from the street in the Hexrivier along the 

Th?uwsgebergte up to the Swarteb~rg64 and fyom there_ further along this mountain. In 

the outstretched field, that we had gone through, we had seen almost no grass apart 

from at Z de Beer65 below the Swartenberg in the Krika V aley66 and in the Camdebo 

and the field we had ridden through up to this place which is called "on the 

Bruinshoogte". The highest field of the Sneeuwbergen 

folio 27 

is in this area, I was told, the Groote Rivier67 rise from the north, it is very wide and 

flows on the N coast into the sea; and to the south a great number of rivers which 

flows through the Swartenbergen and further into the sea. 5:35 from here, 6:25 below 

Bruinshoogte, 6:48 on top; this passage is steep, but on only one farm rocky. From the 

top into the west one have a very beautiful view, over the hills in front, thickly 

wooded, below plenty of thorns and other plants in bloom; on the ground between the 

trees is a lot of flowers grew. 7:45 we spanned out on the other side ofBruinshoogte, 

the course something south ofE. Pleasant weather in the evening. 

Tuesday, 22 October we had in front ofus a level field, on the left the projecting 

comer of the Sneeuwbergen and from this followed the Boschberg. In the morning at 

7:08 we travelled from here. Course E to N to the bottom of the Boschberg and from 

there southerly up. At 9:38 we arrived at Jae Potgieter68 at the bottom of the first 

mountain on the Vis Rivier69 where we spent a quarter of an hour. At 10:00 we 

spanned out on the mentioned river. We met here a Botha70 that had undertaken to 

trek with us to the Kaffers 71
, but he excused himself because his foreman had become 

dangerously ill, above mentioned Potgieter agreed to accompany us. 1:45 we saddled 

again. 2: 13 past N Prinselo72 on the Klyne Vis Rivier. 2:30 through the river, 3:05 once 

64 Referring to the Groot Swartberge near Prince Albert. 
65 See note 4. 
66 See note 5. 
67 The Oranjerivier. Gordon's journey of 1777 was made in search of the Groote Rivier. When he 
found it he named it after the ancestral house of the Netherlands, The House of Oranje. 
68 Jacobus Potgieter, bapt. 14.11.1743, who farmed Doornrivier, still called so today. 
69 Today known as the Klein Visrivier. Cloete (Godee Molsbergen, 1932: 9) rightly refers to it as the 
Kleyne Visch Rivier. 
70 Unknown. 
71 Referring to the black native tribes to the North. Today this name is considered highly offensive. 
72 Nicolaas Prinsloo, bapt. 25.08.1743. 
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again. 4:30 at W Prinselo73 on the Boschberg. The road along the Boschberg and 

Kleine Visrivier is picturesque and scenic. The field has short green grass, here and 
- . - . . 

there in the hollows and between the rocks there are thorn-trees, and through the 

burning of the grass, these are from the bottom leafless and bare with a small crown 74
, 

so that they look like palm-trees from afar. The mountains has 

folio 28 

rocky ridges with green grass between. In the gorges up to the top are large bushes of 

high and heavy trees. The Visrivier has a variety of routes, then through the level green 

field, then below the woods and then rustling along the rocks. We saw some baboons. 

Hitherto we had followed a broad beaten track. Cool weather, quiet, in the evening 

wind N. 

Wednesday, 23 October, a company of farmers would undertake a journey of three to 

four months from here to the mentioned Groote Rivier to the NE with permission from 

the Governor to shoot elephants. We went to look at the woods against the mountain , 

which was more dense than we expected; there were various kinds of trees and low 

growing shrubs. Among the first were yellow-wood trees, with very high trunks three 

to four to five feet75 in diameter. This is excellent timber. We shot two green louries. 

We were also told that there is a lot of buffalo, wild pigs, kudu, bushbuck and other 

wild in these woods. Although one finds in these woods an ample supply of timber, the 

houses are not better than those in the Camdebo and on the Sneeuwbergen. Along the 

water and in the valleys stands high and luxurious grass. We made an agreement with 

the elder Prinselo that he would, besides Potgieter and the above mentioned company, 

trek with us to the Kaffers. While we were here, five oxen of the company were 

butchered by lions, notwithstanding this, the inhabitants lived very merrily, emptying 

one vat of brandy, that they had brought along for the big journey, playing cards during 

the day and dancing cheerfully till late in the evening. The morning clear, in the evening 

wind SE with rain. 

Thursday, 24 October we baked bread and biscuits for the journey ahead. Quiet 

weather with drizzle. 

73 Willem Prinsloo, bapt. 05.05.1715, a well-known elephant hunter of the Colony. He was the father 
of above mentioned Prinsloo. 
74 Swellengrebel might have been referring to the aloes that are numerous in this part. 
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On Friday, 25 October they left Agter Bruintjeshoogte. 

75 That would be 900 to 1500 mm. in diameter. 
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A PATTERN OF BOER SETTLEMENT AT THE CAPE EASTERN FRONTIER, 
1769-1779 

by 
Aletta Catharina van Staden 
Supervisor: Dr. R. Fisher 
Co-supervisror: Prof S. W. le Roux 

Department of Architecture 
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The study investigates the pattern of settlement of the Boers at the Eastern Frontier 
between 1769 and 1779. The settlement pattern is studied through the journals of 
Hendrik Swellengrebel, Robert Jacob Gordon and Joachim van Plettenberg and the 
drawings of Johannes Schumacher, employed by Swellengrebel. The origins and 
culture of the frontier settlers are investigated as elements of the settlement pattern of 
the cultural environment. The highway and homestead are investigated as elements of 
the settlement pattern of the physical environment. Eastern Frontier refers to the area 
comprised of the Camdebo, Sneeuberg and Agter-Bruintjieshoogte; the first fertile 
region that the Boers encountered after crossing the Karoo. The dispersed pattern of 
settlement was governed by the availability of water and arable soil. The built form 
was reflective of principles imported from the established areas adapted to the 
technology and building materials available. 

SAMEV ATTING 

'N PATROON VAN BOER NEDERSETTING BY DIE OOS-GRENS VAN DIE 
KAAP, 1769-1779 

deur 
Aletta Catharina van Staden 
Leier: Dr. R. Fisher 
Mede-leier: Prof S. W. le Roux 

Departement Argitektuur 
Universiteit van Pretoria 

Graad: Magister in Argitektuur 

Die studie ondersoek die patroon van nedersetting van die Boere by die Oos-grens 
tussen 1769 en 1779. Die nedersettings patroon is bestudeer deur die journale van 
Hendrik Swellengrebel, Robert Jacob Gordon and Joachim van Plettenberg, en die 
tekeninge van Johannes Schumacher, in <liens van Swellengrebel. Die oorsprong en 
kultuur van die grens nedersetters is ondersoek as elemente van die nedersettings 
patroon van die kulturele omgewing. Die hoofweg en opstal is ondersoek as elemente 
van die nedersettings patroon van die fisiese omgewing. Oos-grens verwys na die area 
wat bestaan uit die Kamdebo, Sneeuberg en Agter-Bruintjieshoogte; die eerste 
vrugbare streek wat die Boere sou teekom na die Karoo. Die verspreide patroon van 
nedersetting is bepaal deur die beskikbaarheid van water en landbougrond. Die 
argitektuur reflekteer beginsels wat ingevoer is van die gevestigde areas, aangepas by 
die beskikbare tegnologie en boumateriale. 
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