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SUMMARY 

THE IDEOLOGY OF ISLAMIC FUNDAMENTALIST GROUPS IN ALGERIA, 

SUDAN AND SOUTH AFRICA: A POLITICAL ANALYSIS 

LEADER: 

DEPARTMENT: 

DEGREE: 

by 

NICOLA SIGRID FUNKE 

PROF. DR HUSSEIN SOLOMON 

POLITICAL SCIENCES 

MAGISTER ARTIUM (POLITICAL SCIENCE) 

Islamic fundamentalism is a hotly debated and contested issue in the g lobal arena and is often 

depicted as hav ing replaced communism as the predominant threat to the West in the post­

Cold War world . This study analyses the ideo logies espoused by Islam ic fundamentali st 

groups in Algeria, Sudan and South Africa by means of the dialog ic mode l of interpretation in 

order to arri ve at a more thorough, less judgmental understanding thereof. 

The study begins with an in -depth analysis of vari ous defi nitions of the concept Islamic 

fundamentali sm. This is fo llowed by a criti cal discussion of rational ist approaches to Is lamic 

fundamentalism as well as reference to the ir shortcomings in order to j usti fy the use of the 

dialogic model of interpretation. This model aims to criticall y evaluate Islamic fundamen ta list 

ideas through interaction wi th the ir respective originators, thereby questi oning the validity of 

a s ingle Western rationali st- inspired version of the truth . Structural factors, the po li tical, 

cultural and soc io-economic conditions in Algeri a, Sudan and South Africa, are also 

accommodated by the model. 

Consequently, the ri se of Islamic revivali sm is discussed within the hi storical context of the 

increasing influence of the West in the world of Islam and the introduction (and eventual 

fa ilure) of secularist ideologies in the post-independence era. The foc us is on diffe rent strands 

 
 
 



of Islamic po litica l thought , [slamic fundamentali sts, [slamic traditionali sts, [slamic 

moderni sts and [slamic pragmatists. 

The country case studies, A lgeria, Sudan and South Africa are then approached by means of an in­

depth analysis of the ideologies of prominent Islamic fundamentalist groups, as we ll as a 

consideration of structural (politica[, economic and social) facto rs. [n the case of Algeria, a detailed 

di scuss ion of the ideo logy of the Frolll lslamique du Sallil (F1S - Islamic Salvat io n Front) is placed 

in the context of the rise of Islamic funda mentali sm and the dynamics of the current civil war. 

When it comes to Sudan, the ideology of the ruling National Islamic Front (NIF) is discussed, and 

is also placed in the context of the ri se of Islamic fundamentali sm in that country, as well as a 

disc ussion of government po licies since 1989, wi th specific reference to the Sudanese civ il war and 

the cu rrent crisis in the Darfur region. In terms of South Africa, the focus is on the ideo logy of 

Peo ple aga inst Gangsterism and Drugs (PAGAD), wh ich is placed in the context of the urban 

terrorist attacks that characteri sed the Western Cape a few years ago . 

The final chapter looks at what has been learned from using the dialogic model of 

interpretation (with an add itional evaluation of structural fac tors) as a theoretical approach. 

Recommendations are made with regard to each of the respective case studies which may be 

potentiall y useful for a future reso lution of the conflicts in Algeri a and Sudan, and, in the case 

of South Afri ca, may help ensure continuing stab ility as far as Islamic fundamentalism is 

concerned. 

KEY CONCEPTS 

Islamic fundamentalism 
Islamic extremism 
Ideology 
Dialogic model of interpretation 
Front Islamique du Salut 
National Islamic Front 
People Against Gangsterism and Drugs 
Algeria 
Sudan 
South Africa 

 
 
 



OPSOMMING 

DIE IDEOLOGIE VAN ISLAMITIES FUNDAMENTALISTIESE GROEPE IN 

ALGERie, SOEDAN EN SUID-AFRIKA: 'N POLITIEKE ANALISE 

STUDIELEIER: 

DEPARTEMENT: 

GRAAD: 

deur 

NICOLA SIGRID FUNKE 

PROF. DR HUSSEIN SOLOMON 

POLITI EKE WETENSKAPPE 

MAGISTER ARTIUM (STAATSLEER) 

Is lamiliese fundamentalisme is 'n hoogs aanvegbare en kontroversiele kwess ie in d ie globale 

arena en word dikwels as die nuwe bedreiging vir die Weste uilgebeeld, wat kommllnisme in 

die post-Koue Oorlog wereld vervang hel. Hierdie stlldie analiseer die ideo logiee van die 

lslamilies fllndamentalistiese groepe in Algerie, Soedan en Sliid-Afrika deur van die 

dialogiese model van interpretas ie gebruik te maak om hierdie kwess ie op ' n deeg liker en 

minder veroorde lende manier te verstaan. 

Die sludie begi n mel ' n in-dieple analise van verske ie definisies van die konsep Islamitiese 

fundamentalisme. Hierna vo lg ' n kriliese bespreking van rasionele be naderings 10 1 Islamiliese 

fundamentalisme asook hulle tekorlkominge, mel die doe I om die gebruik van die dialogiese 

model van inlerprelasie Ie regverd ig. Hierdie model streef daaJ·na om fllndamenlali sliese idees 

krities, deur middel van interaksie met die denkers wat dit ontwikkel het , te eva luee r. Verder 

bevraagleken dit die ge ldigheid van ' n enkele Westers-rasioneel ge·inspireerde weergawe van 

die waarheid. Die model sluit ook strukture le faktore 5005 die politieke, kulturele en sos io­

ekonomiese omstandighede in Algerie, Soedan en Suid-Afrika in . 

Daarna volg ' n bespreking van d ie groei van Islamitiese fundamenlali sme wat binne die 

hi storiese konteks van die toenemende Weslerse invloed op die ls lamiliese wereld en die 

 
 
 



beke ndstelling (en mislukking) van sekulere ideo logiee in die post-onathanklikheids era 

plaasgevind het. Die fokus is op verskillende strominge van lslamitiese politieke de nke: 

ls lamitiese fundamentali ste, lslamitiese tradi sionali ste, Islamitiese moderniste e n ls lamitiese 

pragmati ste. 

Die gevallestud ies, Algerie, Soedan en S liid-Afrika word dan deur middel van ' n in-diepte anali se 

van die ideo logiee van prominente Islamities fundamentali stiese groepe , asook ' n fokus op 

strukture le (politi eke , kulture le en maatskaplike) faktore benader. In die geva l van Algeri e vind ' n 

deeg li ke bespreking van di e ideo logie van die Froll/ Isiallliqlle du Salta (FIS - Is lamic Salvation 

Front) binne d ie konteks van die groe i in Islamitiese fundamentali sme en die hllid ige burgeroorl og 

plaas. Daarna vo lg Soedan waar die ideolog ie van di e regerende Nariollai l slalllic Fronr (N[F) 

bespreek word, weereens binne di e konteks van die groe i van Islamitiese fundamentali sme, met 

verwysing na regeringsbeleide sedert 1989, die burge roorl og en die huidige kri sis in Darfur. In 

terme van Suid-Afri ka is die fok us op die ideo logie van People agaillsr Gallgsrerism and Drugs 

(PAG AD), binne di e konteks van die stede like terreur aanvall e wat ' n paar jaar ge lede in d ie Wes­

Kaap plaasgevind het. 

Die laaste hoofstuk handel oor wat ' n mens deur d ie aanwend ing van d ie d ialog iese model 

van interpretas ie (en di e addi sione le evaluering van strukturele faktore) kan leer. 

Aanbeve lings word gemaak met verwys ing na elk van die gevallestudies, wat moontli k nuttig 

kan wees vir toeko mstige vredes planne vir die konflikte in Algerie en Soedan, en o m Suid­

Afrika se volgehoue stabiliteit sover dit Islamitiese fundamentali sme aangaan moontlik te 

he l p verseker. 

KERNBEGRIPPE 
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