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Fig. 2.17 Tsukiji Urban Context (Colverd, 2014)  

Fig. 2.18 Tsukiji Market Layout (Colverd, 2014)  

Fig. 2.19 Tsukiji Ground Floor Activation (Colverd, 2014)    

Figure 2.20 (Giraut, F. 2009) The effects of this 

planning scheme ultimately lead to a strained labour 

relationship and later social unrest within the country. 

 After the abolishment of apartheid in 1994, many 

of these industrial zones are underdeveloped and 

remain as undissolved barriers between segregated 

communities. The third industrial revolution is causing 

industries to relocate and abandon these zones, with 

large portions of valuable infrastructure deteriorating 

and large portions of the city wilting away, thereby 

severing the connection between communities 

even further. When relocating, the overall footprint 

of our cities increases and the urban as well as 

environmental sustainability decreases as more 

transport, building materials, energy and space is 

required. This relocation results in a city that is further 

detached and allows industry and the city to function 

as separate entities without dissolving the apartheid 

city. 

Whilst formalised industries seek greener pastures, 

the informal sector has since been embraced and 

many previously disadvantaged entrepreneurs are 

establishing informal food processing businesses 

instead of seeking direct employment. (Christie, 

2017) South Africa boasts a cherished street culture 

surrounding these informal street traders and in many 

instances the streetscape is a celebrated public 

space. The empowerment of the individual is present 

in legislation that seeks to promote economic growth  

and can potentially be amplifi ed through the latest 

industrial revolution as industries of the future will rely 

more on networks of individual based operations. 

These fl exible yet competitive industries can once 

again embrace the culture of a society as home 
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industries catering to individual needs. Without the 

supporting network that surrounds larger operations, 

the informal entrepreneurs still rely on the formal trade 

sector for the supply of raw materials and in some 

instances as marketplace to sell their products.

PRECEDENT STUDY

WARWICK JUNCTION: INFORMAL MARKET
The post-apartheid stance embraces informal trade 

as a vibrant and celebrated enterprise that promotes 

culture and economic growth. Warwick junction 

is a manifestation of this embrasive stance. After it 

was established by Indian traders an infl ux of African 

traders began trading on the sidewalks. A distinct 

culture and character developed around the market, 

but the traders were violently harassed by police 

(Skinner, C. 2008: 233).

The existing market occupies an abandoned highway 

overpass and connects various markets between 

transport nodes in a linear progression. The transport 

infrastructure  that spans the market dominates the 

environment but in the lower market, also offers 

traders escape from the elements Fig. 2.24. Between 

these nodes entrepreneurs process meat, grain, fresh 

produce and various other products that are bought 

in bulk from surrounding food industries before being 

processed and distributed by various traders. 

Today the street culture is celebrated and used to 

attract tourists and customers but ultimately designers 

were tasked with addressing safety and enhancing 

the livelihoods of traders (Snow 2012).

Emphasis was placed on connectivity instead of 

control and isolation and while circulation routes 

were clearly defi ned, the programming of spaces 

were largely left to be fi lled by the traders themselves.  

This alternative to achieve safety and security through 

community participation resulted in spaces that were 

recognized and controlled by the community that 

used them and not by external policing. 

The priorities in design was shifted from the needs to 

police and govern, to rather satisfying the needs of 

the traders, who as a result found unique solutions 

to problems and turned that into businesses. For 

instance, small informal food processes were linked 

by transportation via wheelbarrow and became 

a fl ourishing business. Open air food markets and 

traditional medicine are amongst the largest 

commodities sold in the markets and unique products 

are produced through informality, that contributes 

to the character and culture that is connected to 

Warwick Junction.

THEORETICAL CONCLUSIONS
Just as those preceding it the third industrial revolution 

will force large industries to adapt and change. It is 

necessary however that established core industries 

not relocate and leave surrounding networks to wilt, 

but rather to seek alternative methods to adjust for 

change. Through the precedent study of Warwick 

Junction and Tsujiki Market, I conclude that theories 

pertaining to the coexistence of multiple formal 

and informal industries can be successfully applied 

to existing food processing industries. A mutually 

benefi cial relationship would allow for core industries 

to adapt for future changes whilst smaller industries 

can form competitive networks that connect to 

established infrastructure. 

A host and guest relationship could potentially address 

the tear between city and current food processing 

industries and could assist in dissolving the industrial 

buffer zones of apartheid city planning.

Fig. 2.20 Racial Divide through Apartheid Planning 

(Giraut, Frederic 2009)
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Fig.2.23 Road infrastructure as informal market (Battista 2017) Fig.2.24 Urban infi ll in lower market (Battista 2017)

Fig.2.22 Urban infi ll in lower market (Snow 2012) 

Fig. 2.21 Informal Food Collage (Collated by Author)
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