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Table 1 

Directives Used in the Study 
 
Directive and number of syllables Corresponding string of 

language element cuesa 
Age of acquisition 

(in months)b 
Set A

A1. Put the girl behind the bowl (7) 48 
A2. Put the boy on the box (6) 24 
A3. Put the boy behind the lamp (7) 48 

A4. Put the girl next to the lamp (7) 40 

Set B
B1. Put the man under the lamp (7) 36 
B2. Put the girl under the box (7) 36 
B3. Put the man on the bowl (6) 24 
B4. Put the man behind the box (7) 48 

Set C
C1. Put the boy under the bowl (7) 36 
C2. Put the girl on the lamp (6) 24 

C3. Put the man next to the bowl (7) 40 

C4. Put the boy next to the box (7) 40 
Note.  Syllables: M=6.75 in all sets. Mean age of acquisition for sets A, B, and C: 40 months, 36 
months, and 35 months, respectively. 
a Used to visually represent the spoken directive; b Refers to the preposition only. 
 
  



 

Figure 1  
 
Latin Square Design with Conditions and Directive Sets 
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Note. SC= scene cues; EC= element cues; SPO=spoken input alone.  The six possible orders are: 

(1) SC-A, SPO-C, EC-B (2 participants); (2) EC-C, SC-B, SPO-A (4 participants); (3) SPO-B, 

EC-A, SC-C (2 participants); (4) SC-A, EC-C, SPO-B (1 participant); (5) SPO-C, SC-B, EC-A 

(1 participant); (6) EC-B, SPO-A, SC-C (1 participant). 

 


