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CORRESPONDENCE

EO LTI OT Y

AL

VRYBURG.
The Editor,
South African Philatelist.

Sir,—On page 89 of the S.A. Philatelist for
August, 1942, you mention that “Neither Gib-
bons Catalogue, Mr. Rich nor Mr. Jurgens
refer to how the overprint ‘V.R. SPECIAL
POST’ is found on the Transvaal stamps.
Actually I have one specimen on the 2d. read-
ing up and another reading down; of the 1d.
1 only have a specimen reading up.”

Following this paragraph I mention the fact
that Mr. St. Quintin makes no reference to
the 2d. and 2id. overprinted as above, and in
order to settle this question I tried teo get
direct information from Mr. St. Quintin him-
self, but I have now been informed that he
is dead.

These stamps were all overprinted with a
rubber hand stamp which accounts for the
fact that both the id. and 1d. values can be
found with the overprint reading upwards as
well as downwards.

A pane of 60 stamps measures approximately
5% x 9% inches and in applying the hand stamp
to these the pane would, it is safe to presume,
be placed horizontally so that starting from
the lower left hand corner of the pane the
overprint would appear on the stamp reading
upwards. Starting from the upper right hand
corner of the pane the overprint would ap-
pear reading downwards. .

I only have specimens of the id. with the
overprint reading up and the 1d. I have on
original cover with overprint reading down.

The 2id. I have seen with a horizontal over-
print which is undoubtedly a fake. Apart from
the fact that Mr. St. Quintin only mentioned
the 3d. and 1d. stamps and made no reference
whatever to the 2d. and 23d. it is a known fact
that after the Boers, during their occupation
of Vryburg had used up all the Cape stamps
found by them and which they had overprinted
7Z.A.R. they commenced using ordinary Trans-
vaal stamps which they defaced with the same
Vryburg circular date stamp which they had
used for defacing the overprinted Cape
stamps, the only difference being that the
Transvaal stamps show the date as “1900” in
full whilst the former show “99” (1899).

I have seen quite a number of these Trans-
vaal stamps both on and off cover. I have
seen as many as six one penny stamps on a
letter, and I have a strip of three in my eol-
lection but apart from the two values id. and
1d. I have never seen either the 2d. or the
24d. with the Vryburg post mark.

Mr. C. Courlander, of Kast London, has a
5d. Orange Free State Stamp showing the
Vryburg postmark, and dated, 1 believe, 1900.
There is nothing to indicate that this postmark
is faked and it is quite possible that there
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were I'ree State Boeers with the Commando
which occupied Vryburg., Anyway there is
no evidence to show that when the British re-
occupied Vryburg that they found any O.F.S.
stamps, otherwise Mr. St. Quintin would no
doubt have overprinted some of these as well.

The Orange Free State stamps used in Vry-
burg in 1900 must be extremely rare.

Yours, etc.,

A. A, JURGENS.
The Editor,
The South African Philatelist.

THE 1942 GIBBONS CATALOGUE.

Sir,—In the footnote immediately after
South African Postage Due stamp No. 120,
the figure 125 seems to be an error; should
it not be 1267

South African “Official” stamps, No. 0.25
1d. value (12% mm.). Upon examination, a
sheet of these stamps contained only 20 stamps
with 123 mm. between the lines of the over-
print and 169 with 12 mm.

The whole sheet when analysed had spac-
ings as follows:

114 mm. 6 stamps
114 mm. 30 stamps
115 mm. 3 stamps
12 mm. 169 stamps
12% mm. 4 stamps
123 mm. 20 stamps
13 mm. 8 stamps

240 stamps

Could not this stamp be listed as, at least,
114 to 13, instead of just 1237
Similarly, 0.24 listed as 124 has stamps of
11.

0.28 listed 12, has stamps of 13.

0.28a listed 12, has 113, 12, 12} and 13.

(The foregoing figures represent mm. be-
tween the lines of overprint.)

The above suggestions are not of course
vital, but Messrs. Gibbons pride themselves
on the completeness of their catalogue, a pride
I may say that is second only to our high
sense of appreciation for such a wonderful
and indispensible guide to philately, but if a
space can be spared in Stanley Gibbon’s
Monthly for a correction, I for one will be
grateful; these little details count when speci-
alising.

Yours, ete.,
S. C. W. WAREHAM.

+
ANGLO-BOER WAR.
P.O.W. CENSOR MARKS.

With reference to the list of these marks
appearing in our September and October
issues, Mr. A. A. Jurgens has submitted a
fifth Ladysmith variety. This is a square
rubber stamp on violet; the wording inside
the square is “P. of W./Passed/S.0.P. Natal/
Censor.” The most interesting feature of the
cover, from Mr. Jurgens’ point of view, is
that, although posted at Ladysmith, Natal, on
13th April, 1901, it is franked by a current
Cape 1d. stamp (an “Intercolonial”).
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UNITED STATES WATERWAY PACKET-
MARKS—SUPPLEMENT, 1818-1899. By
Eugene Klein, 212 S 13th St., Phila-
delphia.

An addition of 190 newly recorded packet-
marks to the original book of 1,940 reviewed
in our issue of May, 1941 (Vol. 17, p. 56).

The original gave descriptions of 620 and
its publication obviously stimulated a search
for specimens of this highly interesting phase
of American postal history.

Like its predecessor it is lavishly illustrated
with tracings and photographic reproduc-
tions. The edition is limited to 500 numbered
copies. Even if you do not collect such items
yourself, you will find the stories fascinating
and for American postal history fans the sup-
plement is, of course, as indispensable as its
predecessor.

WHITFIELD, KING & CO.s “ STANDARD
CATALOGUE,” 1943.

Published at 7s. 6d., postage 7d. extra. This
volume foreshadows eventual separation into
two volumes—British Empire and Foreign.
The present volume, in the style of past
issues, consists of a British Empire section
with a supplement, as full as has been pos-
sible, to the Foreign Countries as given in
their last year’s number. There are 376 pages
with 1,878 illustrations. Price revisions are
on a large scale, especially of coronations and
various Colonial commemoratives.

MISCELLANEOUS:
S.G. Numbers — Used:
EGYPT: Jubilee Seal F.D. Cover .. .. .. 84/~
NATAL: 139 *— 12/6. Mint ceooe .. 1276
PAPUA: 163 to 168, Mint .. .. .. .. .. 10/6
INDIA: 220 to 225, Mint .. .. .. .. .. 12/6
247 to 261 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 5/-
262 — 3/6. 191 .. .. .. .. .. 5/~
CEYLON: 387 to 398 .. .. .. .. .. .. 20/
CANADA: Map — 1/-. Blue Nose .. .. 3/6

AUSTRALIA : McArthur Set 3/6, Anzac Set 2/6

Jubilee 8/6, Victoria Cent. 3/6

SUDAN: Palm Trees, Mint: 2p — 1/4, 3p — 1/8

8p — 3/6, 20p — 12/6

BRITISH GUIANA: 80 .. .. .. .. .. 5/-
BENONI STAMP SHOP,

BENONI.

BOX 485.

BRITISH USED IN ICELAND.

Specimens of British stamps used in Ice-
land will not be easily obtainable, but they
were actually used whilst British troops were
there, for parcels and registered post. They
may be recognised by the use of Army P.O.
obliterators numbered 2, 3, 304, 306 and 308.
Since these obliterators may be re-issued for
use elsewhere, genuine “used in Iceland”
stamps will need to bear dates not later than
the time of the withdrawal of British troops,
which was about April of this year.
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SILVER JUBILEE, 1935

SPECIAL OFFERS OF COMPLETE MINT

SHEETS.

BASUTOLAND 1d, .. .. .. .. (60) 20/-
do. 1d., 2d., 38d., 6d. (240) £20

NEW GUINEA 1d. .. .. .. .. .. (30) 30/-
PAPUA 1d. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. (40) 20/-
SOUTH RHODESIA 1d. .. .. .. .. (60) 20/-
SW.A, 1d. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. (60) 85/-
do. 2d. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. (60) 60/-
do. 6d. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. (60) £25
do. 1d., 2d., 6d. .. .. .. (180)  £28/10/-
UNION 1d. Plate I (Horseshoe, ete.) . £5/10/-
do. 3d. Plate IT (long 1910, ete) .. 75/-

do. 1d. Plate I (dots abt. head, ete.) £7/10/-
do. 1d. Plate II (long 1910, etc.) £5/5/-
do. 1d. Plate III (smoking buck, ete.) 75/-
do. .set of 5 diff. id. and 1d, sheets
as above .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 175/«
(catalogued as normals £46/10/-).

A. LICHTENSTEIN

P.0. Box 576,
BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S.

Special Offers—

1. South Afriea—“Jipex” 2 panes, mint .. 3/6
2. Ditto, used on 1lst day cover .. 4/-
3. S.W. Africa, war issue, complete set,
Mint pairs. Face 5/- .. ceee e e 6/6
4. Ditto, used pairs .. .. .. .. 8/-

5. M.E.F. complete set of 5 overprint on
Great Britain K.G. VI, old colours . 2/6

6. South Afriea, K.G. V. 6d. Mint variety,
missing %, Cat. 12/- .. .. .. ..

Ditto, Airmail set, 4d. & 1/- Mint §/-
8. 100 all different Union of South Africa 12/6

9. 500 all different British Africans . £3/10/-
WANTED TO BUY.

For spot Cash. Collections, Lots and
Accumulations of any size or deseription.

Offers solicited.

E. BLUM

P.0. BOX 1669 - CAPE TOWN
Established in South Africa since 1930.
First class references.

i
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By E. F. HURT, B.P.A.,, AP.S.
Dalkeith Road, Harpenden, England.
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If you have access to any early philatelic
journals between, say, 1865 and 1900, or early
“standard” catalogues of the same period, it
would be interesting to turn them over in
order to compare where they differ from sim-
ilar productions of to-day. Apart from the
vast quantity of new stamp issuing couniries,
of new stamps and designs——the most usual
way in which the past and the present are
compared by those who take the obvious and
casiest route—there are two essential differ-
ences. One of these is progressive and the
other retrograde.

Modern standard catalogues are more speci-
alised, set out in more detail, from a scientific
point of view, and modern philatelic journal-
ism, in the more serious journals at any rate,
tends to give more information about the use
of stamps and the history and administration
of the posts. That is progressive.

But look back at the old journals and cata-
logues and see how much more embracing they
were and how logically adhered to facts. By
this I mean that they gave just as much im-
portance to the new issues of and facts about
the private and local stamps as to the Gov-
ernment issues, on the one hand. On the
other they embraced the Postal Stationery.
Both these actions were logical.

It would be impossible to write a history of
or to form a museum exhibit of the progress
of the motor car without starting at the be-
ginning and without laying as much import-
ance on the work of the pioneers, who pro-
duced their cars by individual craftmanship
and hard work, as on the modern products of
the machine and the conveyor belt. One is
part and parcel of the whole, and the latter
depends on the former.

So with the Private Posts. They came first.
It was the family of Thurn and Taxis, which,
starting in the 13th century, mapped out and
laid, not only the foundations of the posts
of Europe throughout six centuries, but drew
the plan and produced the blue-print of every
post of to-day. It was due to such pioneers as
Dockwra in England, Todd in T.a Guaira, the
Missionaries in Uganda and the Express posts
of Ameriea that the early mails were carried
and the way laid open for the wider adminis-
trations of the Government posts. 1In fact,
even after the establishment of the latter. it
was often left to private enterprise to step
in and help the Government Fosts out of tight
corners, as in the case of the San IFrancisco-
Fresno Bicycle Mail, the Cycle Posts of the
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Australian Goldfields and the Treaty Port
posts of China, or the Lianocs Post in Con-
stantinople. Therefore, I say that these posts
deserve as much prominence as the Govern-
ment issues and the early collectors were right
in taking their stamps as part of their col-
lection of the World and as an essential part
of the postal history, development and stamps
of any one country. The old-timer, the true
philatelist, still follows the same reasoning.

Turn up the old standard albums and you
will find in all of them spaces for the stamps
of the Private and Local posts.

Britain led the way philatelically, since in
Britain was published the first catalogue, the
first philatelic journal and the first albums.
Perhaps as a result of this Gibbons led the
way in World Standard catalogues and others
followed Gibbons lead. Up till 1899 Gib-
bons included all the local stamps; in fact for
some years before that date Gibbons published
a part III to their catalogue which was de-
voted entirely to the “Local” stamps. Gibbons
“Imperial” album was a pioneer of its kind
with a world wide reputation and that Album
was in four parts, (i) British, (ii) Foreign,
(iii) Local, (iv) Postal Stationery.

After 1899—probably due to the growing
mass of new issues turned out by the Govern-
ment printing presses—Gibbons decided that
they could not stock everything and disposed
of their business in Local Stamps and Postal
Stationery. A kind of pruning which every
business has to undertake which is expanding
too rapidly for its space and efficient organ-
isation. Since any catalogue is only a price
list of the goods a firm has for sale it fol-
lowed that, when they had no Local stamps
to offer, Gibbons saw no reason to continue
their Local catalogue. In due course also they
ceased to publish parts 3 and 4 of their Tm-
perial Album. No one can blame Gibbons,
but one can look with some surprise on all the
other publishers and dealers who meekly fol-
lowed suit like a flock of sheep.

In the ordinary way this need not have led
to the neglect of Local Stamps had the phila-
telic press done their part, and particularly
the publishers of other albums. But in the
early part of this century the album with
fixed spaces for every stamp was still in
vogue and, naturally, if there was no space for
l.ocals collectors were apt to ignore them. But
the worst part about the whole show was that
the newcomers to philately started off with
the handicap that there was neither catalogue,
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album nor journal to tell them about Locals,
and they were therefore left entirely in ignor-
ance of their significance and came even to
look on them with suspicion, or at least to
discard them among the junk of “fiscals and
labels.”

In the last decade there has been a revival

" in the collection of Locals, and the specialist
regards them more and more as being an in-
tegral part of his collection of any country.
In certain directions this revival has been
more marked than in others, due to the pub-
lication of certain local catalogues, either as
books on their own or as part of other cata-
logues. Examples of these are some excellent
catalogues of the stamps of the Treaty Ports
of China, the Zemstovs of Russia and the Ex-
press Companies of Germany and the addition
of the Swiss Hotel Posts to Zumstein’s cata-
logue of Switzerland.

A few of the Private Posts still linger in
the Standard Catalogues, some in all, some in
one and some in another. Of these we still
find Suez Canal; Tierra del Fuego; Medellin;
Thurn and Taxis; Trinidad No. 1; the Turk-
ish Admiralty; Manizales; St. Thomas-La
Guaira; Hamburg Amerika Line and a few
others, in one or other of the catalogues of
Gibbons, Michel, Scott or Yvert. Why these
have remained one does not know as it seems
an empirical choice and one is inclined to
suspect that in some cases the publishers are
not quite certain whether these stamps are
Government issues or not. It is true that
some are semi-official since Todd produced his
stamps, and his Service from Venezuela, be-
cause he was asked by the Postal Authorities
to help them out in the way of an overseas
service; and the Turkish Admiralty S.S. Co.
came to the rescue of the official mails.

Other local posts have been well written up
in various handbooks and journals of recent
years, and this has helped to maintain or
increase the interest in them.

The excuse that there are no spaces in our
albums to-day no longer exists because none
but the veriest beginner and lazy accumulator
uses any but a blank loose-leaf album.

What some of our ancestors would have
done without these private enterprises it is
hard to say, but it is certain that not only
would world trade progress have bheen re-
tarded, but that many Government posts would
have been much later in coming into being.
In fact even after the Government posts had
taken over they were often foreced to call on
local enterprise to make their administration
effective and to see them out of an impasse.
The posts of Russia in the last century would
have been impossible without the Zemstvos, so
would the posts of Norway without the By-
Posts and the posts of England without the
private mail boats plying in their vast and
intricate archipelagoes.

There is word that o catalogue of the pri-
vate posts of the world is now in preparation
in England and if this comes to pass there is
no doubt that the locals will again have a tre-
mendous revival. Information is all that is
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needed. Not only are their designs in many
cases as attractive as the most glorious com-
memoratives or the stateliest of the classics,
but some of their production is marvellous, as
for instance the five colour lithography of
some of the Zemstvos, some are only excelled
in rarity by the le. British Guiana, many are
far rarer than the Post Office Mauritius, and,
more than that, behind almost every private
post and every Local stamp is a thrilling story
of the pioneers of the posts.

~ The Royal Mail Steam Packet may have
issued only one stamp, but behind that stamp
lies the history of the West Indies, the Car-
ribean and Central America and of the posts
of those regions over many years.

The Danube Steam Ship Company issued
only four stamps—a bare two values—but
their postal service alone served not only the
whole of the Danube basin from Hungary to
the Black Sea over a period of more than
forty years, but also stretched its tentacles
to Odessa and Constantinople.

Who can look at a stamp of the Pony Ex-
press without picturing those thrilling rides
from Coast to Coast of America, against every
conceivable obstacle of man and nature?

The “Courier Provisoire,” which issued a
single stamp in Brussels during the early days
of the German Occupation of 1914, is a story
of courage and daring in maintaining an
“underground” post for patriots when discov-
ery meant death by the firing squad.

A full history of all the private posts would
fill an encyclopedia.

There is no lack of scope, for, exclusive of
posts that changed hands and of the railway
letter stamps, and a number of posts that
never had any distinguishing marks as far
as we know (among which are the Natal
Witness Express and Moffat’s Post in Rho-
desia in 1888, to think only of South Africa)
there are over 660 private posts which either
issued stamps, used handstamp franks or had
postal markings of their own!

The range of value of these stamps is from
:d. to any thing you like to pay—if you can
find the rarities—and the Lady McCleod of
Trinidad, in spite of its high catalogue value,
is very far from being in the rarest class, so
a big and interesting showing can be got for
very little.

But there is another aspect worth thinking
of when deciding whether to collect Loecals or
not. The collection of Government stamps has
gone on in increasing vogue and the mass of
stamps turned out seems without end, in fact
has almost reached the stage of a ramp to
swamp the collector with commemoratives and
needless issues. It is largely for this reason
that the “Whole World” collector has almost
disappeared and many, seeing no chance of
keeping pace, have turned to dot-and-dash
philately, which, while interesting and amus-
ing to themselves, is a somewhat selfish form
of philately and certainly not a means to in-
crease the spread of our hobby.

But the Locals are static. Their active
days are almost past, except for sporadic out-
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breaks here and there due to war and other
unforeseen conditions. One therefore knows
what there is to collect, where one starts and
where one stops. Further one can once more
turn to a general collection of the world—for
the private posts almost cover the world—
with some hope of obtaining completion.

Lastly there is the interesting story behind
all the Local stamps. A collector of these can
write up his collection in a way that will not
only be of interest to non-philatelic friends
(a certain way of getting in recruits) but he
can make a show at his local society which
he knows will not be duplicated by his neigh-
bour at a future meeting and which can not
be put together from any local dealer’s store
by the simple mechanical process of taking
out his wallet. The very getting together of
the information-—which is available—in order
to write up a Local collection, will offer many
interesting hours, whereas the collection of
modern stamps, once purchased, ends with a
few lines of writing and the licking of a hinge.

The collection of Local and Private posts
is almost bound to be both educative and in-
teresting, while the collection of stamps, most
of which are sold by the dozen or the hundred
in the Trade, is far from necessarily so.

QUARTER PERFS.

The Catalogue Editor of Gibbons Stamp
Monthly admits having landed himself in a
horrible mess by listing quarter perfs. The
listing of perfs. is arbitrarily taken as the
number of holes in a length of 2 m.m., but
those responsible for perforating stamps have
no interest in the philatelic scale and arrange
the number to suit their own convenience and
the strength of the paper they are using. If
measured absolutely accurately, few perfs.
will gauge exactly, say, 12, 123 or even 12i%.
If absolute accuracy is required there is no
reason save convenience why eighths or even
sixteenths should be ignored.

Actually stamps perforated in the same
gauge by the same machine are sometimes
given a quarter gauge and sometimes not.

They feel the time has come to call a halt
to this nonsense and propose in future only
to list to the nearest half. If the perforation
gauges exactly between say, 12 and 12} (i.e.,
true 12%), they propose to give this as the
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nearest half above—in the instance quoted it
would be 124 therefore.

We fancy most collectors will be grateful
it this policy is carried out.

U.S.S.R.

Over a year ago we received a letter from
“Mezhdunarodnaja Kniga,” Moscow (which we
understand is the official Philatelic Bureau),
offering to send us photographs and desecrip-
tions of stamps about to be issued, in return
for copies of the “S.A. Philatelist” featuring
any information sent.

We accepted the offer, writing on 5th Octo-
ber, 1941. This was replied to by Moscow on
3rd April, 1942, stating that our letter had
just been received. In it they regret that it is
not now possible to send photographs, but that
descriptions of stamps will still be sent. This
letter arrived here at the end of September,
but no descriptions of stamps have yet come
to hand. '

In the circumstances it will not be easy to
keep up to date, as we should like to do, with
the new issues of our gallant Allies.

(Concluded from page 126)

A set of the embossed and perforated
Revenue Stamps which were prepared under
the Stamp Act of 1864 and which were genu-
inely used for the prepayment of postage on
letters, unofficially, are shown, all on ori-
ginal letters.

A specimen of each of the varieties of
Revenue Embossed stamps as used by the
Dutch and later by the British is shown,
together with a selection of the different de-
signs of Revenue stamps in use in the Colony
up to 1910.

Various items on the original covers are
also shown.

Examples of Cape stamps overprinted “(”
for use in Griqualand West and which were
distributed among various post offices in the
Colony to be used as ordinary Cape stamps
after the territory: of Griqualand West had
been annexed to the Colony in 1880 are shown
all bearing Cape Colony postmarks.

The whole collection, with the exception of
the errors, is complete in every detail,

The Barbara Jurgens Collection will no
doubt become as famous as the Tapling Col-
lection in the British Museum, although in
scope they may differ.

Epssmnu s

T

Collectors of REALLY -FINE BRITISH COLONIALS
should get into touch with me AT ONCE

Selections of choice Mint or Used

AFRICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etc.,
cn approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN
issues, Mint or Superb Used, at 50% off Catalogue, REFERENCES ESSENTIAL.

J. BIRD 6 Westhill Rd. London S.W.18, England

o n-@
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SOCIETY NEWS

THE PIULATELIC FEDERATION OF SOUTHERN
AFRICA,

The Ixecutive of the Federation has decided that
Congress will not be held during 1942. .

The last Congress was hield at Pretoria in Novem-
her, 193 and it was then hoped that Congress
would subscquently be held annually.  In 1940, how-
ever, because of war conditions, the Execcutive de-
cided not to hold Congress for that year and similar
decisions were taken tor 1941 and again for 1942,

The Exceutive hopes that conditions will be such
that Congress will be held during 1943, .

In the meantime the Bxceutive is carrying on with
the routine work of the Ifederation. The Nouwth Afri-
can. Philatelist is published by the Federation, and
the members of the Ixecutive meet at intervals to
hear reports from the Hon. Editor and ilon. Business
Manager of this magazine.

In the meantime it is requested that constituent
societies  of the Federation will send in any in-
formation of philatelic interest to the Hon. Editor
of the Philatelist, Details of philatelie  vesearch
should also be sent in.

Any information about the Iederation can be ob-
tained from the I1lon. Necvetary, Mr. I. Isaacs, 910
His Majesty's Buildings, Lllotf Street, Johannesburg.

L X X
ORANGE FREE STATE AND BASUTOLAND

President, Mr. J. B. Levy; Hon. Secrelary, Mr.
R. C. Lyon, Box 702, Bloemfontein; Meetings, 3rd
Fridays, Oranje Koffiehuis, Bloemfontein.

At the annual general meeting in October, the
president, Mr. J. B. Levy, could look back in his
report on a most active wnd successful year of the
Society. The membership hag increased to round a
hundred ; stamp sales in the exchange department
compared favourably with former years; some out-
standing displays had been given in the past year;
and last, but not least, the Society has heen very
active working in aid of the various war funds to
which handsome sums had been contributed. In this
connection, the adoption, of 2 prisoner of war might
especially be mentioned, S

All officers had done their jobs with admirable
keenness, and this was acknowledged by the meeting
in re-electing them all for the coming year. Includ-
ing some newly elected committee members, the com-
wittee will consist of the following members:

President, Mr. J. B. Levy; vice-president, Mr. (.
AL Larsen; hon. secretary-treasurer, Mr, R. (!, Lyon;
exchange superintendent, Mr, J. Lewis: press corres-
pondent, Dr. K. Freund: hon. auditor, Mr. YW Dickie-
Clark ; committee members, Squadron-Leader Atkin-
son, Mr. W. W, Hornby, Mr., A. Lichtenstein.

My, Lichtenstein presented several new issues of
various I'ree I'rench Colonies for the benefit of the
Prisoner of War IFund. Thege stamps were auctioned
at the meeting, as were scveral perfeet copies of
Cape Triangulars, donated for the same fund by Mr.
. K. Forbes, of Iort Ilizabeth.

An appeal is again made to all members through-
out the Union to send stamp lois, ete., to the sec-
retary in aid of the last mentioned fund.

Four new members were cnrolled, Country mem-
bers who might pass Bloemfontein may note  that
the next meeting will be held on 20th November,

++ + I,
PRIETORIA PIHTLATELIC SGCIETY.

President, A. . Dasden: Hon. Secretary, 11. A.
Wager, P.0. Box 514; Meetings, 1st and 3rd Mon-
days, 8 p.m., Technieal College.

Gth October.- Mr. Hawke read an extiract on the
financial aspect ot philately.

Mr. Dodd gave a paper on Arzentina - - country
whichh had been his home for many years. He gave
a brief account of the geographieal and climatic as-
pects of this large country, Ile then dealt with

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022

November, 1942.

the main industries whieh were chiefly farming and
deseribed the enormous wreas that were given over
to ranching and grain-growing—-many of the pro
ducts being exported. A recent issue of Argentine
stamps depicts many scenes and incidents of  this
large industry.

Iixhibits were tabled by Mr, Dodd who showed
Argentine, (hili and Urugnay and, Mr., Dasden, who
showed his fine collection of the bull's eye issue of
Brazil, :

19th October.—After welcoming members from the
Johannesburg Society, Mr. Basden vacated the chair
in favour of Mr., Lang, vice-president of the Johan-
nesburg Society, who then introduced the members
who were providing exhibits.  Mr. Redford his fine
colleetion of the Gold Coast: Mr. Crewel showed a
nice lot of  DMozambigne, including  Nyassa: My,
Nehubart showed an almost complete collection of
Australin : Dr. Tossack gave a short description of
the Nolomon Islands, and showed a nice collection
of the stamps; Mr, Lang showed a fine lot of Cape
stamps -the triangulars being oxceptionally fine,

Dr. DBroughton thanked the visitors for the very
cijoyable evening they bad provided.

+ + +
CAPIS TOWN THILATELIC SOCLITY.

President, K. Alexander; Hon. Sce., K. Cameron,
9, Pineway, Pinelands, Cape; Mectings, 2nd and 4th
Thursdays, Medical 1louse, 35, Wale Street, Cape
Town, at 8 p.m. '

1t is not surprising in these times of siress that
interest in the Society continues to grow while the
opportunities for relaxation and diversion are so
happily catered for in the activities of our philatelic
Society. The large and continuous attendances of
members and visitors at the meetings have been ample
evidence of this and the digplays have been of an
cxeeedingly high ovder and in many ecases showing
great originality on the part of the exhibitors.

On the 24th September, 1942, Mr. L, Simenhofr
provided the exhibit of the evening. He chose for
this his fine collection of American stamps, ranging
from the Columbus issues to the present day com-
nmiemoratives, and added to these a very comprehen-
sive collection of French commemorative stamps.
Outstanding amongst the former were several high
values of the Columbus set, in particular the three
and five dollar ones, mint, and in immaculate con-
dition, while in the Omaha set there was the beauti-
ful one dollar stamp in mint condition (depicting
Western cattle in storm), which was much admired.
The picturesqueness of  both the American and
French stamps and their artistic qualities, are so
well known to all that no further comment on this
side of the exhibit seems necessary. The admirable
mounting of the stamps and the artistic setting-out
of the collection as a whole was, however, worthy
of the highest praise.

Mr. 10, €. Solomon expressed the appreciation of
the members to Mr. Simenhoff for his excellent
display,

Sth October, 1942 Mr. F. P. Rousseau entertaine:d
ihe meeting with his remarkable collection of stanps
depicting Travel and Transport. The display waxs
outstanding in many respects-—variety, originality.
artisticness and edueational value—-and Mr. Rous-
seau’s ability as a journalist was cxemplified by the
Tueid descriptions supplementing the stamps and by
the interesting paper which he read. Mr, Simenhoft
cxpressed the appreciation of the meeting for the
exhibit,

The usual auction sales were proceeded with and
further enrolments of menribers.

H.AW,

1N
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UNION NOTES

ONE SHILLING “BANTAM.”

The reduced size 1/- denominration appeared
on sale at some offices about the middle of
November. These stamps, like the full-sized
original. are bilingual and do not need to be
collected in pairs. They are printed in sheets
of 240.

OUTITTTT

POSTAGE

The design, representing the Tank Corps
and the various other mechanised services
under this unit of the army, has not beer
changed, other than that the circular space
of the value tablet is no longer shaded. The
stamp is printed in a slightly lighter shade
of brown than the full sized original.

Collectors overseas can obtzin supplies by
writing to the Under Secretary, Staff, Room
7A, G.P.O., Pretoria, and sending a money
order, postal order or bank draft sufficient
to cover the value of the stamps required,
plus the necessary fee covering registered
postage.

BANTAMS “UNROULETTED BETWEEN.”

At least one sheet of the 1id. reduced size
Union war effort stamps has been purchased
and found to have no rouletting where it
should normally be.

This variety may come to be described as
“imperf. between,” but it should, of course,
be called “unrouletted between.”

vV VvV vV VYV Vy
BRASIL,

A commemorative, 400r, sepia, has been
issued in connection with the 4th National
Eucharistic Congress, held at S&o Paulo. There
has also been a new issue of a 300r denomina-
tion in the ordinary series.

Dr. Mario de Sanctis.
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BRITISH BECHUANALAND.

The July-September number of the P.J.G.B.
has an interesting article by Mr. H. R. Holmes
on the first (1886-87) issue of Bechuanaland,
in which he points out there are few British
Empire stamps of so late a date of, which so
little is known. We know nothing of the set-
ting of the overprint and not even the name
of the firm who made the overprint or where
it was done. The exact date of issue of the
various denominations are also unknown.

We understand that Mr. A. A. Jurgens has
been continuing his delving into the Archives
in Cape Town and that be may be able to
throw light on some o fthese points shortly.
Our readers have something to look forward
to in the way of new information on an old
subject.

s esssssmssssinn O]

=R, & K,=———

The firm that supplies the stamps
others cannot. Our prices are reasonable,
though in some cases not so low as
quotations elsewhere, but we ecan fill
most requirements. We aim to be able
to supply
ANY STAMP OF ANY COUNTRY
(except recent issues)
and can generally offer most stamps of
a want list, however difficult. Let us
know your requirements. We never
worry with unwanted selections.

BRIDGER & KAY, Ltd,,
86 Strand, London, W.C.2, England.

Glesnnnnunnnnunnmnunmansunissannng,

O]

AIRGRAPHS.

The Green List published by Mr. A. Phillips
of Newport, Mon., in his Air Mail Magazine,
has the October issue devoted to Airgraphs.
There are already something like 127 varie-
ties of 19 types giver, mainly from Middle
East and India. Other countries like Rho-
desia, Canada, U.S.A., etec., just beginning to
come into the picture. Here is a big new ficld
for collectors.
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FENIREIISRICRIIRRTRININNINLY,

Through the co-operation of Messrs. Thomas
De La Rue and Co., Ltd., it has become pos-
sible to clarify a philatelic controversy which
has long perplexed students of the Union
King’s Head series of typographed adhesives
produced by that firm beginning in September,
1913. It can now be stated definitely that the
lateral or “isolated perforation” frequently to
be found on roll stamps of the series was put
into the perforation die in order to provide
an automatic means for holding a sheet of
stamps in position when trimming and cut-
ting into panes from which to make the rolls.

Four denominations of the King’s Heads—
id., 1d., 1id., and 2d.—were issued perforated
14 x imperf. in rolls of 500 and 1,200 consist-
ing of a series of 50 or 120 joined strips of
10 stamps each, with a strip of white paper
approximately the size of cne stamp affixed to
each end of the roll. Strips were jeined to-
gether by leaving about one-quarter inch sheet
or gutter margin attached to the top stamp
of each strip and pasting this to the gummed
side of the bottom stamp of another strip at
its lower edge. The “isolated perf.” variety,
which occurs in each of the four denomina-
tions, ordinarily shows as part of a hole near
the left or right bottom of a stamp 4 mm.
centre to centre above and on an axis with
a hole of the regular horizontal perforations.
Rare examples are known where it appears
as a complete hole, but the existence of “iso-
lated perf.” holes on both sides of the same
stamp is unknown.

Controversy as to the origin and purpose
of the “isolated perforation” began in 1926
with the apearapnece of Mr. Ritchie’s classic
handbook (1) in which he advanced the theory
that:

“The sheets of stamps used to prepare the
rolls are evidently, after printing, per-
forated either by a single line machine when
there are no side perforations, or by a
comb machine in which only as many needles
are left in the vertical direction at every
stamp width as there are side heles. A
variety which exists, although most ancom-
mon, consisting of a single perforation hole
at the side near the top of the stamp instead
of the bottom is evidently the result of a
sheet being perforated upside down. (Per-
foration inverted)

“The side perforations are evidently in-
tended as a guide for cutting the sheets into
strips, but even the rolls) with the side per-
forations often show a big variation in the
way the strips are cut, very wide margins
occurring on either the right or the left of the
stamps, the other side then being cut very
close.” (%)
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UNION KING'S HEAD ROLLS:
THE ISOLATED PERFORATION AND THE METHOD OF PRODUCTION | ™

By H. E. LOBDELL, Cambridge, Mass., U.S.A.
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Messrs. A. Lichtenstein, of Bloemfontein,
and A. H. Sydow, of Capetown, with whom I
corresponded last year in the course of pre-
paring a monograph on the King’s Head
issue (3), helpfully made available to me cer-
tain data obtained from studies they had made
as to the occurrence of the holes. Upon the
basis of their observations and my own, Mr.
Ritchie’s theory, although ingenious, seemed
untenable. Mr. S. G. Rich, of Verona, N.J.,
concurred in this belief but he and I accepted
Mr. Ritchie’s further opinion as to the method
by which sheets were converted into rolls,
which was summarised in my monograph as
follows:

“Mr. Ritchie reasoned that sheets intended
to be made into coils (ordinary sheets of
240 consisting of four panes, 6 x 10) were
perforated horizontally and assembled into
lots of 50 for making coils of 500, or of
120 for coilg of 1,200. A lot of 50, for ex-
ample, was then cut in half horizontally
across the horizontal gutter, and the two
half lots were matched to form two pads.
Top and bottom margins of each pad were
trimmed to leave only the width required
for the join. The pads were sliced vertically
to yield 24 little pads each of which con-
sisted of 50 strips of 10 stamps, the quan-
tity required to make one coil of 500. All
top marginal pieces of the little pads were
retained to make joins; all bottom marginal
pieces were discarded except one to which
one of the white end-papers was joined.”{?)
Subsequently Mr. Rich and I came to doubt

that the rolls had actually been prepared as
Mr. Ritchie supposed. Our reservations were
strengthened upon consulting with Mr. F.
Pfeifer, also of Verona, and a widely experi-
enced practical printer; and they were con-
firmed by further examination of a number
of joined pairs. For example, we were unable
to discover a single paste-up join in which the
vertically trimmed edges of one of the stamps
were not accurately aligned with and in exact
prolongation of the corresponding vertically
trimmed edges of its mate. Other charac-
teristics which one would expect to find pres-
ent in paste-up joins if they had been pre-
pared from strips taken from “little pads,”

(1) Ritehie, J.: “The Adhesive Postage Stamps of
the Union of South Africa, Incorporating Mr.
G. W, Reynold’s ITandbook of 19217 Southern
Stamp Co,. Johannesburg, 1926,

Ibid., pp. 29-30.

Lobdell. H. I&.: The De¢ La Rue Georgians of
South  Afriea, Collectors Cluly Philatelist, Vol.
XX, pp. 220-247, Oectober, 1941; Vol. XXI, pp.
13-32, January, 1942, and pp. 105-122, April,
1942,

(4) Ibid,, Vol. XXI, p. 29, January, 1942.
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were likewise absent. Mr. Rich and I were
thus impelled to conclude that the paste-up
operation must have preceded the -cutting
operation by which the stamps of a pane were
divided vertically into strips of single-stamp
width.

In the meantime it had become possible for
us to postulate several further theories as to
the origin and purpose of the “isolated per-
foration,” and additional correspondence had
ensued with Messrs. Lichtenstein and Sydow,
and with other philatelic authorities in South
Africa and England. No wholly satisfactory
answer eventuated, however, until the prob-
lems were taken up with Messrs. De La Rue
through the agency of Mr. L. J. Gilbert-Lodge,
Honorary Secretary of the Royal Philatelic
Society of London.

Since the information sought related +to
manufacturing methods long since abandoned
rather than to any of the necessarily confi-
dential relationships between that firm and
its clients, two of De La Rue’s officials defi-
nitely confirmed the fact that two extra
punches were put into the perforation die in
addition to the single straight line of perfor-
ations as an adjunct to the procedure then in
use for making rolls. These two extra punches
were placed so as to coincide with the outer
vertical edges of each of the panmes. Their
purpose was to provide an automatic means
for holding a sheet of stamps in position when
trimming and cutting into panes from which
to make the rolls.

After perforation, the sheets of stamps in-
tended to be made into rolls were trimmed on
a special machine known as a circular trim-
ming table. The usual long knife descended
as in all ordinary paper-cutting machines, but
instead of the usual fixed table with adjust-
able stops against which the pile of shcets was
butted, a revolving iron bed was provided, with
detents or stops to secure uniformity of loca-
tion whenever desired.

Each sheet of the pile was held in position
on the iron bed by four protruding pins which
passed through two pairs of these extra per-
foration holes. By revolving the table and

THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. 135

shifting it to the several locations for which
the detents had been set, the operator was able
by successive strokes of the knife to remove
unwanted portions of the right and left sheet
margins and the vertical gutter, and to remove
all of the top and bottom sheet margins and
the horizontal gutter except such portions as
were retained to make the paste-up joins to
form the rolls.

These trimming operations thus yielded a
supply of trimmed and separated panes ready
for joining to make a web. This web was then
slit into the actual rolls on a machine using
rotating circular knives and capable of pro-
ducing continuous roll strips of 500 or 1,200
stamps, the two sizes in which the King’s
Head rolls appeared. Each stamp in either
the left or right vertical row of each pane
in the web had one “isolated perf.” at its left
or right side, respectively. The slitting oper-
ation ordinarily cut through each of these
holes, but misadjustment sometimes permitted
the knife to miss the hole. This would account
for the rare instances in which the “isolated
perf.” appears as a complete hole on an issued
stamp.

The opinion seems to be general in phila-
telic circles that the “isolated perf.” is to be
observed more often on the left than on the
right side of the roll stamps. This probably
is an error, as the material in the Rich and
Lobdell collections and duplicates gives such
preponderance only by counting, not the
strips or total number of pieces, but the num-
bers of stamps. Much of the unused 1d.
material which gives this preponderance is
known to have come out of one long roll strip,
once owned by Mr. A. E. Le Roy, of Braden
Castle, Florida. It is probable that the sup-
posed frequency of left side “isolated perfs.”
is merely a statement that once held true,
dut to one source having supplied many of the
copies in philatelic hands. The wused copies
which have been seen by Mr. Rich seem to be
about evenly divided between the two sides
in this respect, except that a used copy of the
2d. with the “isolated pert.” on the right has
not happened along.

Collectors of REALLY FINE BRITISH COLONIALS
should get into touch with me AT ONCE

Selections of choice Mint or Used

AFRICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Ete.,
on approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN
issues, Mint or Superb Used, at 50% off Catalogue, REFERENCES ESSENTIAL.

J. BIRD 6 Westhill Rd. London S.W.18, England
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SOUTH AFRICAN TELEGRAPH STAMPS
By A. E. BASDEN,

Aunnunnanag,

It is really very extraordinary (when you
come to think of it) that stamp-collectors
(who, as a rule, are very independent and
rightly collect what they like and in their own
way) so blindly follow their pet catalogues;
if the stamp or class of stamps is not men-
tioned—then they are just not interested! One
can understand, to some extent, the neglect of
postal stationery, because it is rather bulky
(although many who do not touch postal
stationery collect similar buik in the form of
first-day and air-mail covers!) but “locals,”
telegraph stamps, and private postage stamps,
aid stamps “used abrozd” are also neglected.

Now once upon a time our favourite cata-
logue tabled all the items above-mentioned
(except ‘“used abroad” which is now quite a
feature under ‘“Great Britain”) but now it
only catalogues Telegraph Stamps—which is
to be the subject of this note-—under Great
Britain.

As the telegraph is part of our postal sys-
tem (in that it conveys messages handed in
at post offices for delivery to the addressees
by the post offices at the points of destina-
tion) so telegraph stamps are truly postage
stamps, and are to be regarded as such. They
are pretty fully catalogued by Yvert & Tellier
but not by S.G.; and because they are not
catalogued by S.G., (other than G.B.) they
are almost entirely neglected in South Africa.
But advanced and specialist collectors do not
reject them; and there is no reason why the
normal collector should do so. On the contrary
he is losing much of interest by doing so.

How many readers of the South African
Philatelist collect telegraph stamps, even of
their favourite countries? One per cent? What
do our home collectors know of the telegraph
stamps of Natal, O.F.S., and Transvaal? And
they are many, and there is much of great in-
terest, as will be found on reference to the
three countries mentioned in “Africa,” Part
II (Natal) and Part IIT (Transvaal and
0.F.8.), where telegraph stamps are fully
tabulated.

Natal first issued telegraph stamps in 1881
—a Queen’s head definitive set from 1d. to
£5, inscribed “NATAL TELEGRAPHS” and
the value. Most are scarce, the £5 being very
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valuable used or unused. A scarce provincial,
date unknown, is the €d. Q.V. mauve over-
printed “TELEGRAPH.” In 1902 fiscal
stamps surcharged with new value and over-
printed “TELEGRAPH” were used, there be-
ing four different types of the “Three Pence”
surcharge on 4d.; one of the 6d. on 2d., and
two of the “One Shilling” on 9s., on £1, and
on £1 10s. Most of these are scarce to rare.

Telegraph stamps were first issued in
Transvaal in 1901 (Yvert says 1897) when the
current 1d., 6d. and 2s. 6d. were overprinted
“Transvaal Telegraphs.” The 2s. 6d. value was
later surcharged “One Shilling.” All are fairly
scarce. A rare item is the E.R. 1. 6d. over-
printed in 1904. TIFrom 1900 to 1902 certain
fiscal stamps were similarly overprinted—

10s., £1 and £5 and 5s. surcharged on £2. All
are scarce to rare and hard to come by. The
1s. Cape revenue of the pericd, surcharged
“TRANSVAAL” was also used for telegraphic
purposes.

O.F.S. gives us an extraordinary selection
of telegraph stamps, probably larger than any
other country; capable of forming an attrac-
tive collection in themselves; of considerable
interest; and occasionally used on letters and
parcels. Everyone that collects O.F.S. should
collect the telegraphs; many of them are in-
expensive but others are rare. The first sct
was issued in 1885 and consisted of four
values 1d. to 1s. overprinted (hand-stamp)
usually in violet, “TELE-GRAATF” in two
lines; but to mention all the issues, with par-
ticulars and varieties, would make this article
much longer than was originally intended.
Perhaps some day the Editor will permit me
to submit for publication in the South Africanr
Philatelist a reference list, with notes, of the
telegraph stamps of O.F.S. Many readers will
be surprised and interested.
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KENYA NOTES

Mr. W. Tunstall supplies the follow-
ing list of plate numbers of Kenya stamps,
stating that it may not be complete for the
values above 1/-.

The first figure for each denomination is

that of the Duty Plate, the second figure
that of the Centre Plate.
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He notes incidentally that the lc stamp is
not much seen locally in postal use; its main
function seems to be to make up odd amounts
on Customs forms.

The 70¢ overprint on 1/- Union, meant for
Airgraph rate, is also not much used for or-
dinary postal purposes, although one ‘with a
5c¢ stamp meets the rate for a 1 1b. parcel, and
a pair with a 20c stamp meets registered air
mail rate to the Union.

20/-

lct bet 10ct 15ct 20ct 30ct 50ct. 1/- 2/- 3/- 5/- 10/~
Geo. V.. 1A
IB
Geo. VI & 11A 1 — 1 — 1 — 11A 11 1 — 1 — 1 — 1 — 11 Al 1
11B 11A 2 — 12A 2 — 1 2 11A 1 1A 1 3A
11B 2 1 1 2B 2 2A 11B 11B
2 — 21A 13B 22B 1 4A
2 1A 21B 22A 2 3A 1 4B
21B 24A 22B 2 3B
3 1A 2 4B 2 3A 3 3A
3 1B 2 3B
4 1A
4 1B
MISCELLANEOUS:
S.G. Numbers — Used:
EGYPT: Jubilee Seal F.D. Cover .. .. .. 84/-
NATAL: 189 — 12/6. Mint ... 1276
PRICE I_IST OF STAMPS PAPUA: 163 to 168, Mint .. .. .. .. .. 10/6
INDIA: 220 to 225, Mint .. .. .. .. .. 12/6
247 10 261 v vh v ah e ee ae 5/-
IN SETS AND PACKETS 262 — 8/6. 191 .. .. .. ... 5/
CEYLON: 387 to 3898 .. .. .. «v . .. 20/-
CANADA: Map — 1/-. Blue Nose .. .. 3/6

New 1942-3 Edition

Price one shilling, post free.

You will not need this list if you possess
our 1943 Standard Catalogue, but all
other Collectors will find it an invalu-
able help. There are no longer any free

lists and requests for copies must
include remittance. Only a few avail-
able.

WHITFIELD KING & €O,
IPSWICH - - - ENGLAND.

Established 1869.

i
i

CAPE POST OFFICE STONES.

The “London Philatelist” for August has
a fine article by our old ffiend A. A. Jurgens
on the inscribed stones used in the early days
as post offices at the Cape. There are six
bezutiful reproductions of photographs of
these stones. We hope it may be possible
sometime to reproduce these in our pages.
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AUSTRALIA: McArthur Set 3/6, Anzac Set 2/6

Jubilee 8/6, Victoria Cent. 3/6

SUDAN: Palm Trees, Mint: 2p — 1/4, 8p — 1/8

8p — 3/6, 20p — 12/6

BRITISH GUIANA: 80 .. .. .. «v v1 s 5/~
BENONI STAMP SHOP,

BOX 485. BENONI.

PHILATELIC DEFINITIONS.

Blocks.—Stamps collected by persons who
have four times as much money as those who
collect one of a kind.

Exhibition.—A  place where everybody
shows their stamps and other collectors win
awards.

Coils.—Stamps issued in rolls like amuse-
ment tickets and very useful for wrapping
packages when in large strips.

—“Stamp Collectors’ Fortnightly.”

EARLY FRANKING MACHINES.

Machines which may be regarded as the
forerunners of the meter machines, but were
minus the meter, were first used in New Zea-
land in 1904. Britain followed next in 1912,
with a machine which simply impressed a
stamp—1d. Postage Paid—on the envelope
which then passed to a letter box. This was
withdrawn after some months because (a) it
functioned badly, (b) required frequent clean-
ing, (c¢) similar impressions could readily be
made by rubber stamps.~—‘British Philatelist.’
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A Post Office Regulation which was in
operation both in Cape Colony and Bechuana-
land, as well as in the Transvaal and Orange
Free State Republics from the very commence-
ment of the use of adhesive postage stamps
up to the time of Union in 1910, made it
compulsory for all letters to be backstamped
on arrival.

Postmasters did not always carry out this
regulation according to instructions in that
they often applied their date stamp on the
face of the letter, but this slight infringement
appears not to have been censured by the
Postmaster-General. On very rare occasions
they even omitted the backstamping or “front
stamping” altogether.

This backstamping at the period was, de-
spite the rare omissions mentioned above,
nearly a 100 per cent. job so that at least 993
per cent. of letters passing through the post
from 1853 to 1910 are to be found back-
stamped.

The instructions given to postmasters was
to the effect that the office from which the
letter was despatched, described in the Act
as the “Despatching Office,” had to deface
the stamp with the defacing implement in
such a way as to make it impossible for the
stamp to be used a second time. The office
date stamp had to be applied to the letter
either at the back thereof or alongside that
of the defacing stamp.

The Post Office in the town to which the
letter was addressed was referred to as the
“Receiving Office,” and the peostmaster of this
office was instructed to apply his Office Date
Stamp to the back of the letter showing the
date upon which the letter had been received
by him.

In the event of a letter being sent from a
despatching office “A” to the office of desti-
nation “C” and it so happened that the letter
had to pass through a post office “B”, which
was on the postal route and where
mails had to be remade for “C”, then the post-
master at “B” was required to impress the
letter with his office date stamp both on the
date of receipt and the date of despatch from
his office to “C”.

In such cases covers are often found show-
ing the date stamp of “B” impressed twice on
the letters, both being of the same date, which
means that the letter was received and
despatched by “B” on the same day. Differ-
ent dates can naturally be found according
to the number of posts passing between “B”
and “C” per day or per week.
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Although the Postmaster-General overlooked
the infringement of the regulations by post-
masters applying their receiving office date
stamps on the face of the letter instead of on
the back, he took a very serious view of the
infringement of the regulations when post-
masters omitted to date stamp the letter alto-
gether, and there is a case in point where a
certain postmaster at X, who had already been
cautioned for this omission, became involved
in a dispute about the arrival of a certain
urgent letter, and upon a complaint being
made by the addressee of the letter to the
P.M.G., and there being no date stamp evi-
dence to prove the case in the favour of the
Post Office, he, the postmaster, X, was dis-
missed. '

The above information is given merely to
show that the backstamping oi letters during
this period was rigidly enforced and as such
it has a great bearing on the ‘“Made-to-Order”
covers in distinguishing such from those which
had genuinely been conveyed through the post.

The first of the ‘“Made-to-Order” class 1
will refer to is the Palapye bisect of Bechu-
analand. There is in existence very convine-
ing proof that the Station Master at Palapye
Siding did run out of a supply of stamps of
two pence denomination. It is also necessary
to explain that the stocks carried by him of
the lower values would not have helped him
out of the difficulty had he resorted to their
use to make up the two pence rate of postage
(two pence being the rate of postage on letters
under the half-ounce at this time). He was a
station master who acted as postmaster as
well, and his office was only a Siding and of
very small consequence so that his stock of
postage stamps was very limited.

This information comes from a highly in-
formed Bechuanaland postal official, whilst
another account was given to me also by a
postal official to the effect that only 4d.
stamps were available at Palapye Siding at
the time.

This clash of information however does not
in any way alter the main theme of things.

The fourpence stamp of Great Britain over-
printed for use in Bechuanaland was bisected
and used as a twopenny stamp, the postmaster
adding his initials to all such letters stamped
thus and passing through his office.

Then came the speculative element and large
quantities of 4d. stamps brought from other
post offices where there happened to be large
supplies were bisected, placed on envelopes,
addressed with fatuous addresses, and stamped
to order, These were in addition endorsed by
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the postmaster as he had done with the pre-
vious letters and handed back to the person
who had brought them.

The main culprit, or the person who really
started these bogus covers, was an officer in
the Bechuanaland Border Police, who, inci-
dently, was also a stamp collector.

The making of these faked bisected Palapye
covers was only a mild example of the faking
that was going on in the Territory by a certain
postmaster assisted by “Get rich quick”
philatelists.

The fourpence on halfpenny vermillion with
overprint inverted (which was at one time
listed by Stanley Gibbons until it was dis-
covered to be a fake), the halfpenny on three-
penny (S.G. No. 29) with the overprint in-
verted and the one penny (S.G. No. 5b.) over-
print double, all of which can be found defaced
with the genuine Vryburg circular date stamp,
are a few examples of what was manufactured
in the Protectorate at that time.

All Palapye bisect covers must be back-
stamped to be regarded as genuine, those not
backstamped are made-to-order and merely
curiosities.

Vryburg Covers. Practically the same re-
marks made about the Palapye bisect apply
to covers with the local Vryburg issue. Here
we find the complete set of stamps, viz., id.,
1d., 2d. and 23d., a total value of 6d. used on
letters which could have reached their desti-
nation for the sum of one penny. These covers
were also made-to-order, the stamps were can-
celled by an obliging postmaster, and the
covers handed back to the owner.

The genuine covers of this issuer which had
been conveyed through the pest must be back-
stamped.

Of course it must be understood that even
some of these backstamped covers were in a
way made-to-order, an example can be found
in those covers addressed to the Postmaster,
Johannesburg. These hear the full set of
Vryburg stamps (Cape overprinted “Z.A.R.”)
and are beautifully backstamped with the
Johannesburg date stamp. Although it is
known that these latter were made for specu-
lation, there is no evidence to show that they
were not actually conveyed to Johannesburg
through the proper channels, the post office.

The Vryburg covers are also to be found
with the following:

(1) Genuine stamps defaced with a fake

date stamp.

(2) Faked stamps defaced with the genuine

date stamp.

None of the above have been seen by me
which had been backstamped.

In regard to the Transvaal stamps over-
printed “V.R. SPECIAL POST” which was
used by the British during their reoccupation
of Vryburg, I have not sufficient evidence at
my disposal to give any decided opinion for
or against, but it is my firm belief that both
the 2d. and 2%d. of this issue are bogus, and
therefore covers showing the complete set of
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the four values would require very careful
study.

Coming to the last of the Vryburg covers,
viz., the ones on which can be found Cape
stamps (S.G. Nos. 58, 58 and 67) initialled by
Mr. C. S. St. Quintin. I have definite proof
that these stamps which instead of the usual
date in the centre of the Vryburg circular
date stamp show the initials of Mr. St. Quintin
(see South African Philatelist August, 1942,
page 89) were genuinely used by the Military
iuthorities in the Civil Post Office at Vry-
urg.

It would appear, however, that Mr. St.
Quintin must have initialled the sheets of mint
stamps, each stamp separately, and that when
the date stamp (Vryburg) was applied it was
stamped neatly on the cover so as to bring
the initials directly in the centre of the Vry-
burg circle. :

This is merely assumption on my part be-
cause so many of these covers are found ad-
dressed to people resident in Vryburg, and
which are not backstamped. This, in my
opinion, brings them within the category of
“Made-to-Order,” and 1 can hardly associate
Mr. St. Quintin as being a party to this. It
must be understood that although the letter
may be posted at Vryburg to an address in
Vryburg it must still, under postal regulations,
be backstamped by that office on the date of
despatch.

The argument has been put forward about
these initialled covers that owing to the date
slugs, or type, having been removed by the
Boers when they left Vryburg, the backstamp-
ing of a letter with a stamp showing no date
would have served no purpose. This argument
appears reasonable at first sight, and I would
have been prepared to accept it had it not
been that 1 have seen some of these covers
which had been dated in manuscript.

The Mafeking covers come under the same
category as those of Vryburg, and only those
backstamped should be considered as genuine
and not made-to-order.

During the Boer War there were several
of the war correspondents who accompanied
the Boer forces into Natal and upon the occu-
pation of such places as Dundee, Newcastle,
Charlestown, etc., the Burghers who were al-
lowed to write home to their people had to pur-
chase Republican stamps from the Field Post
Offices which accompanied the Commandos.
In Dundee the original circular date stamp
used by the Natal Post Office was used by the
Boers to deface Transvaal stamps on letters.
No Natal stamps appear to have been found
by these forces, otherwise they would most
certainly have been overprinted “Z.A.R.” as
in the case of the Cape stamps at Vryburg.

In Newecastle and Charlestown, and probably
other towns invested by the Republican forces,
a special rubber stamp was used by the Field
Post Office, such as “Veld Post Kantoor,”
ete., and these were in the majority of cases
impressed on the letters and across the stamps
in violet ink.
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The several war correspondents mentioned
here were to a great extent responsible for
the speculation which resulted in this type of
South African War Covers. Had the matter
been left to the Burghers themselves, these
covers to-day would have had very high phila-
telic rank. As it is the Hoofd Postmeester, a
Mr. Hugo, seems to have associated himself
with this speculative element, with the inevit-
able result that the whole busmess was over-
done.

Hundreds of these covers showing either 2id.
or 1d. Transvaal stamps (S.G. Nos. 216 and
217) were stamped to order and handed back
to the owners, and these appeared in the win-
dows of the Rand Daily Muail, Johannesburg,
where at first they fetched good prices, but as
the stock of covers seemed-inexhaustible the
racket was soon bust wide open, and the re-
maining covers were sold for whatevel they
would fetch.

The genuine covers in all such cases are
those which show either the Johannesburg
Post Office date stamp at the back or the date
stamp of the town of the letter’s destination.

The above information was given to me by
one of the war correspondents some years ago
who offered me about 25 such covers for five
shillings.

All these South African War Covers, there-
fore, to be of any value at all must be back-
stamped. Backstamping, as already mentioned,
does not guarantee that the cover was not
specially prepared as a financial venture, but
it does make it smell better than those that
were simply stamped and returned to the
owner.

It is most unfortunate that there is no way
whatever in which a perfectly genuinely used
war cover can be identified from one made for
financial gain, but it is advisable, when pur-
chasing such covers, to get those addressed to
- some old Boer family or some private indi-
vidual. Those addressed to Box numbers, and
especially those addressed to the Box number
of the Rand Daily Mail, are in the majority of
cases the very ones manufactured to order.

If they are backstamped then although they
are addressed as above, there is still the pos-
sibility that they were actually conveyed
through the post, but personally I would much
prefer a cover addressed to the relations of
some Burgher in the field.

Whatever objections there may be by
readers of this journal to what I have said
here, the fact remains that the information
given here was obtained many years ago by
me from the very people who were responsible
for this Boer War philatelic ramp, and a con-
siderable sum of money was collected by these
people. To those readers who to-day have
such non-backstamped covers in their collec-
tions I would suggest that they cut their losses
and treat their treasured Boer War .tems
merely as non-philatelic curiosities.

STUDY YOUR COUNTRY'S STAMPS

'.“ 1'
[ S}
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SPECIAL CHRISTMAS

AND
NEW YEAR OFFERS

8. Aden 1939 Centenary 3a—8 as. 3/-
20. Burma 1935/39 3 pies—8 as. 5/6
9. Br. Somaliland 1938 3a—1 R. . 27/6
8. do. 1942 $a—12 as. . 5/~
12. Fiji, incl, War Prov. etc. 3/6
8. Kenya o/ptd on Union cpl. mint 5/6
9. do. KG6 1c to 2/- used pict. 2/-
20. So. West Africa Voortrekker
cpl. .. . 15/-
16. do. Coronation cpl 7/6
18. do. War issue cpl. . 8/6
32, India KG6, 3 pies to 12 as.
used 3/6
4. Zanzibar Sultans Jubllee cpl 2/6
24. Australia 1913/36 KH & Kan-
garoo to 2/- . 4/6
23. do. 1937/42 KG6 to 5/- 4/6
24, do. Commemos and Airs 4/6
4. do. War issue cpl. .. ... 4/6
3. do. War Provs. ¢cpl. .. 2/6
11. Unior & SWA Triangulars epl. 7/6
12. do. Huguenot issues cpl. 8/6
22. Union Voortrekker 1933/38 cpl. 15/-
20. Union War issue (1arge types)
~ cpl. 8/6
FOREIGN:
30. Argentina, with recent pict. ete. 2/6
25. Free French Colonials .. 4/6
8. Ethiopia 1942, 2 issues cpl. .. 4/6
50. Mozambique Co. 1918/31 pic-
torials %c to 20 Es. .. .. 7/6
39. Mozambique Co. 1935/7 obso-
lete picts., triangles and
airs to 5 Es. ..., T7/6
50. Soviet Russia, Polar F‘lights
& other recent Commemos 12/6
SPECIAL :
202. Empire Coronation c¢pl. in
De Luxe Souvenir
album £4 10 0

A. LICHTENSTEIN

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S.

All nett, c.w.0., Post Free.

against references.

P.0. Box 576,

Approval selections on request,
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CORRESPONDENCE
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Sir,
PERIOD OF ISSUE OF MAFEKING
STAMPS.

In his summary of the contents of the re-
markable Barbara Jurgens collection, Capt. L.
Simenhoff mentions that “a complete set of
the stamps issued during the Siege of Mafe-
kinrg, 17th March toe 24th May, 1900, are
shown . . .” (“S.A. Philatelist, Nov., 1942).

These dates are wrong, as might be seen
from the following:

All catalogues without exception state as
period of issue of the Mafeking stamps: 24
March to 17 May, 1900, which, however bold
it may sound, is not quite correct, either, The
23rd of March was the actual first day of
issue, when first printings of S.G. 1 and 3 ap-
peared, notable for their regular, undamaged
lettering, while later printings of the follow-
ing days show certain settings and character-
istics. Besides having a genuine Mafeking
cover in my possession with a stamp of “first
printing” affixed and cancelled on the 23rd
March (“first day” cover, to use a modern
expression), Mr. J. V. Howat, the late siege
postmaster, has confirmed to me in a letter
that the 23rd March was the first date of
issue.

Therefore, all Mafeking stamps bearing a
cancellation date before 23rd March must be
fakes, and the date of 17th March must have
been stated in error in the above-mentioned
article.

With regard to the last day of issue, the
date of 24th May is also not correct. It is
true that Mafeking stamps have been used on
letters after the Relief by inhabitants who
had some stamps still on hand. Such letters
were passed by the authorities, who cancelled
them with the general cancellation “Field
Post Office B.O.—British Army, S. Africa.”
I have such a cover in my collection.

But the last date of issue was officially
the day of relief, i.e., the 17th May. Actually,
stocks were exhausted a few days before
that date, according to Mr. Howat’s informa-
tion.

Yours, ete.,

K. FREUND.

B T R R R R I

[OSWALD_MARSH's

EFFICIENT, 1'/ WRITE FOR i
EXPEDFFIOUS PARTICULARS
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ANTARCTICA.

The “Australian Stamp Journal” quotes
from the “Revista,” published by the Argen-
tine Philatelic Society, that the Argentine is
to open a post office in the S. Orkney Islands.
A meteorlogical station has been maintained
there since 1902, the staff being changed once
a year. A post was operated there in the
opening year (see “S. African Philatelist,”
Vol. X1, 1985, p. 54), but this appears to be a
recrudescence. It may be questioned if there
is any real need for such an office and pos-
¢ibly it is mant mainly as a gesture to sup-
port the claim of the Argentine to ownership
of this group of islands. They are generally
supposed to be a dependency of the Falklands
Islands, which are also, of course, claimed by
the Argentine as theirs.

Special Offers—

1. South Africa—“Jipex’” 2 panes, mint .. 3/6
2. Ditto, used on 1st day cover .. 4/-
3. S.W. Africa, war issue, complete set,
Mint pairs. Face 5/- .. .. .. .. .. 6/6
4. Ditto, used pairs .. .. .. .. 8/-

5. M.E.F. complete set of 5 overprint on
Great Britain K.G. VI, old colours . 2/6

6. South Africa, K.G. V. 6d. Mint varxety
missing “Z,” Cat. 12/- ... . 5/-

Ditto, Airmail set, 4d. & 1/- Mint 5/-
100 all different Union of South Africa 12/6
500 all different British Africans . £3/10/-

WANTED TO BUY.

For spot Cash. Collections, Lots and
Accumulations of any size or description.

=]

Offers solicited.

E. BLUM

P.O0. BOX 1669 CAPE TOWN
Established in South Africa since 1930.
First class references.

In spite of war difficulties, Messrs. Whit-
field King & Co. seem to be able to carry on.
As can be judged from an advertisement ap-
pearing on another page, they have not only
been able to issue their Standard Catalogue,
but zlso their usual (row 73rd edition) Price
List of Stamps in sets and packets. From this
it appears that there are still g few stamps
to be bought in England at reasonable prices,
although some folks would have us believe
that there is almost a stamp famine. There
also does not appear to be any great diffi-
culties in the way of sending remittances to
purchase stamps and, as-we know, stamps
(and other things) still have a habit of ar-
riving here safely.
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0.V.S. “V.RIL" 1d. PURPLE
HANDSTRUCK DOUBLE
OVERPRINT

By S. C. W. WAREHAM.
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The stamps concerned in this note consist of
a right hand marginal block of 4, of the 1d.
purple “thick V” setting, stamps 5 and 6 in
two rows. The top No. 6 stamp having a
break in the thin stroke of the “V,” and the
lowen No. 6 stamp a thick “V.”

Examination of other panes shows only one
position where a thick “V” is immediately un-
der a thin “V” (with a broken stroke) and
that is stamp No. 6 in both rows 1 and 2 of a
right hand pane. This would indicate that
thd block in question came from the top right
hand corner of a right hand pane, but for the
purpose of reference in this article, I will
number the item horizontally left to right, 1
and 2, 3 and 4.

I have known of this item for some years,
but since it has only lately come into my pos-
session, I am only now in a position to de-
scribe it in detail, and since I think it unique,
I hope you will find space in the Magazine to
deseribe it.

On stamp No. 2, the loop, the period and the
front leg of the R, were originally missing
and a completel R without a period and rather
out of register was printed over the remaining
portion, i.e., the back leg.

On stamp No. 4 (thick V) the same thing
has occurred except that the period is not
missing and the registration is good, so good
in fact that, unless a magnifying glass is used,
it might be passed as normal.

By a strange coincidence I have also, as a
single, a “thick V stamp” of the same value
showing the loop and the front leg of the R
practically non existant, but the period has
remained and this stamp coincides with the
“thick V” stamp in the block of 4 under re-
view (stamp No. 4) showing most graphically
the reason for the double overprint.

Anyone seeing this single stamp as the
printer must have seen it, would immediately
realise that, either the R would have to be
overprinted or renewed, and according to the
evidence before me, I have no hesitation in
saying that it was overprinted with a piece
of loose type and no doubt renewed at once,
unless of course there are other similar items.

Reverting to stamp No. 2, the abfence of
the period is significant in that the loop, front
leg and period being originally absent and
the loose type used to overprint having no
period included as an integral part of itself,
the item is obviously a quick emergency hand
overprint with a single piece of type without
the period attached.

Upon first examining these stamps, I was
under the impression that a broken R on stamp
No. 2 had been replaced with an I and an R
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handstruck over it, but the discovery of the
stamp immediately below it with the same
correction caused me to examine them both at
greater length and with a glass of 60 magni-
fications I was able to decide and to here
state definitely that both stamps have broken
R’s, with handstruck double overprints.

Since I have never heard of stamps simi-
lar to these, and since both stamps are on one
block and are in horizontal pairs with a nor-
mal stamp, failing the existence of others, of
which if they exist I will no doubt hear, 1
regard the item as unique.
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COLLECTORS’ WANTS
AND OFFERS

(Twopence per word per insertion with
minimum of 2/- per insertion).

Orange Free State.—Approval selections

wanted, Must be fine, well-centred
copies.

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes-
burg.

Transvaal, Griqualand West, O.F.S.

covers and rarieties wanted bv
A. E. Basden, Box 288, Pretoria.

For Quality and Variety—Globe Pac-
kets.—Extensive price lists free.
Serious collectors write for finest ap-
proval books of your country. Re-
ferences.

Globe Postage Stamp Company, 117
Longmarket Street, Cape Town.

10,000 Space Fillers wanted to com-
plete World Collection of Normals to
1933 issues. Good prices for good
specimens, mint or used. Want list
any country on application.

E. Hunt, Box 2437, Johannesburg.

If interested in S.A. Colonies or Union
Mint Blocks, Postage Dues, Officials,

write to:
E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom.
Wanted.—Transvaal (1st Republic),
Early Natal, Tati Concession, Boer

War Locals and Commando Stamps.
Noel Roberts, Booysens, Johannesburg.

N

St. Helena, all issues wanted urgently
for cash. Good prices paid, rare or
common stamps.

Thiele, 455 West Street, Durban.

Telegraph Stamps wanted, especially
O.F.S. Please send on approval to
A. E. Basden, Box 238, Pretoria.

Sl
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SOCIETY NEWS

PORT ELIZABETH PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

President, G. K. Forbes; Hon. Sec., C. W, Shef-
field, P’ 0. Box 88; Meetings, tth Tuesday, 7.45 p.m.,
Toc 1L Rooms, Norfolk House, Main Street,

At the meeting held on the 27th Qctober thg at-
tendance was not so large as on former occasions,
which wus probably owing to the blackout. ).[exl}bel's
found it dirficult to locate the new premises of the
roc tI, which have moved from the P.E. Assurance
Building to Norfolk IIouse, Main Street.

The new room is much larger than the one vacated,
with a table nearly the length of the room, which
gives members plenty of space to exhibit their speci-
mens.

A shadow was cast over the mceting when Mr.
Torbes announced that the secretary, Mr. Sheffield,
had that morning been knocked down by @ motor car
and had sustained a badly broken arm. Mr, Shef-
field was greatly missed, as he had always a fund
of dry humour.

Another member, Mr. McGregor, was in St.
Josepl’s Nursing Home wuaiting to undergo an op-
eration. We wish them both a speedy recovery, and
hope to have them with us at our next meeting.

Our exchange superintendent, Mr. Campbell, said
that owing ta the illness of his wite he had to go
away for some time, but didn't wish t¢ resign. Mr.
Coetzee kindly stepped into the breach, and said he
would carry on for a month when Mr. Campbell
would definitely know what his plans were.

A warm and hearty welcome was given to one of
our members, Mr, Robinscn, who is on active ser-
viee, and being in Port Idizabeth for a few days,
came to the meeting. You can always be sure Mr.
Robinson has something of interest to tell us about
stamps. :

Mr. Forbes then read us @ humorous chapter from
the book “Many a Green Isle,” about Cayman Isles
and the Turtle, and we all enjoyed it.

The books of stamps from Stanley Gibbons was
then put up for auction; business was brisk and the
stamps were quickly .disposed of.

The evening should have been given over to a

debate, but owing to the absence of the sccretary.

and the small attendance it was decidéd to postpone
it.

Mr. Forbes can always be relied upon in an emer-
geney, and he didn't disappoiunt us this time. Ile
displayed some albums of DBritish Colonials, among
which were some very fine specimens, also blocks
and half sheets

L.EC.

+ o+
PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

President, A. E. Basden; Hon. Secretary, H. A.
Wager, P.0. Box 514; Meetings, 1st and 3rd Mon-
days, 8 p.m., Technical College.

Nov 2.-—Mr. Hawke read some philatelic extracts.

Mr. Rudd read a paper on the wonderfuls things
called to mind by an examination of the Commemor-
ative stamps of the U'nited States of Awmerica. For
mstance, a commemorative to Edison, who, when he
died, had 1,000 patents in his name. Then there
wis Iimerson,. one of the world’s most renowned
writers. The Army and Navy series depicted many
famous fighting men and Mr. Rudd described some
of their notable careers and showed how closely
L!:ey were connected with the history of the United
Stares.

November 16 —Several short papers were read.
Mr. IHawke gave an aceount of a philatelic exhibition
held in Pragda in Czechoslovakia in 1938, He
:%hmv(‘d the large striking eatalogue connected with
it and he stressed the value of such an international
exhibition,

Mr. Rudd deseribed his first possession of the
1898 Map stamp of Canada which was also a Christ-
mas stanip.  Ie pointed out that this stamp was
probably the origin of charity stamps, later taken
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up by many countries, for instance, Switzerland,
Iolland, Belgium, etec.

Mr. Basden showed and described some rare S.A.
items lately added to his collection. Two of the
items were rare combination covers and two others
were unique examples of covers each carrying two
very rare varieties of the Transvaal stamp SlIl{r(ilxlﬂl‘ged
T o §

Halfpenny. + o+ F .

O.F.8. AND BASUTOLAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

President, Mr., J. B. Levy; Hon. Secretary, Mr.
R. C. Lyon, Box 702, Bloemtontein; Meetings, 3rd
¥ridays, Oranje XKoffiehuis, Bloemfontein. .

At the November meeting, the president welcomed
as visitors several officers of the Bloemfontein Air
Schools. X

The usual feature, “philatelic news of the month,”
was presented by Mr. A. Lichtenstein, who reported
interesting excerpts from current philatelic papers.

Mr. F. Carter gave the complete inside story of
the IFree State “Commando” stamps, mentioned re-
cently in the Union daily press. ) ]

'fhe display of the eveming was given by Mr. J.
Lewis, who exhibited his outstanding I'ree State
stamps covering the time until the British occupation,
Starting with pre-stamp covers, ihe collection con-
tains nearly all known varieties, and many unknown
ones, as for instance a stamp with “double impres-
sion.” A section dealing with cancellations showed
the majority of the numericails.

An auction sale in aid of the Prisoners of War
Fund concluded an interesting evening.

On Saturday, 28th Novewmber, members had a
special treat at Mr. J. B. Levy’s residence, where
br. Kaplan, of Johannesburg, as guest of honour,
displayed some of his excellent material. K

SO O

+ + +
CAPE TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

President, K. Alexander; Hon. Sec., K. Cameron,
9, Pineway, Pinelands, Cape; Meetings, 2nd and 4th
Thursdays, Medical House, 35, Wale Street, Cape
Town, at 8 p.m.

22nd October, 1942 —Dr. R. Iollen produced an
original display with his stamps depicting a tour
from the Cape to Cairo. The items shown were ex-
ceptionally interesting, ranging from Cape pr®stamp
covers to modern Egyptian. The route covered all
South Africa, Rhodesia, Mozambique, ete.-—with an
excursion to Mauritius—and up the Iast Coast to
Zanzibar and Somaliland. The president thanked Dr.
Follen for his unusual and attractive exhibit.

The usual auction sales were held, and also a raffle
and sale of stamps for war funds.

12th November, 1942.—Mr, D. Harris chose for
his exhibit his very fine and valuable collection of
Newfoundland stamps, and coupled with these selec-
tions of DBarbados and Bermudd. The Newfound-
land collection was certainly an outstanding one, and
apart from the intrinsic value of many of the early
issues exhibited, the display was noteworthy for the
fine .condition of the stamps and the many valuable
items, most of which were in mint condition, A
special feature of the collection was the number of
mint copies of the various issues of the “Royal
Crown and Ieraldic Flowers.” The stamps ranged
from very early issues to the most modern, and the
exhibit was surprisingly complete in respect of most
issues of the delightful and picturesque stamps of
this jsland.

Mr., 1. C. Solomon suitably thanked Mr. Harris
for the display.

The hon. secretary reported a donation of stamps
for war funds by Messrs. A. J. North and Co,, and
ify was resolved to thank Messrs. North and Co. there-

or.

In view of the prevailing blackout conditions in
Cape Town, it was agreed that future meetings would
commence promptly at the carly hour of 7.30 p.m.
80 as to permit of members to return home by more
convenient trains ov buses.

Substantial amounts were realised by the sales by
auction, + + & JIOXOR-N

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NATAL.
President, II. 11. 1lurst; Hon. Sec., G. Milner
Palmer, I'.O. Box 588, Durban; Meetings, Durban
Camera Club, 319 Smith Street, 1st and 3rd
Wednesdays, 7 p.m.
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The October meetings of our Society, held at our
usual rendezvous on the 7th and 21st, were well at-
tended and interesting. Mr, J. Lyle, our hon. ex-
change superintendent, favoured us with a display of
Commemorative stamps, of which he is a keen col-
lector, and some brief notes relating thereto. Mr.
P. C. Bishop, in moving a vote of thanks, paid tri-
bute to the enthusiasm that had resulted in such
an interesting and well arranged exhibition. It was
pleasing to welcome Mr, Maskell back among us to
conduct the Society's auction. It was announced that
the Phillips’ Black Vapour Lamp, recently aequired
by the Society for expertising purposes, would be
installed at Mr. Bishop’s office at 63 Club Arcade.
where members desiring to use it could have access
to it at any time.

The annual meeting of the Society was held on
4th November, when Mr. H_  II. lurst was elected
President in succession to Mr. Percy C. Bishop, who
was unable to accept nomination for re-election. The
name of Mr. Bishop was added to the list of Vice-
presidents. All the officers of the Society were re-
elected, with the following members of the comittee
“without portfolio” : Myrs, J. W. Melville and Messrs.
R. G, Webb, C. D. Kettle, 3. L. Cock, and R. Morton.

By way of paying greater attention to the welcom-
ing of visitors to our meetings it was decided to
appoint a Fellowship Sub-committee. Also, to facili-
tate exchanges among our members, arrangements
have been made to circulate lists of “Wants and
Offers” with the monthly letter.

+ 4+

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG.

President, J. Y. Harvey Dirie; Hon. Secretary,
L. Buchen, Box 4967, Johannesburg. Meetings, 2nd
Tuesdays, 8 p.m., Sanlam Building, Loveday Street,
Johannesburg.

At the October meeting the Kast Rand Philatelic
Society were the guests of the evening. They brought
with them four excellent exhibits, which were greatly
admired.

Lieut. H. Suklje showed a mint collection of the
stamps of King George VI in blocks of four. The
collection was practically complete and econtained
most of the rarer issues. Well displayed and wurit-
ten up, this collection showed the advantages of
new  issues. -

Mr. P. Riordan showed a very comprehensive col-
lection of the stamps of King George V issued in
Africa, Tlere again most of the rare items were
displayed.

A very fine collection of Canadian stamps was
exhibited by Mr, W. . Gillmore. And finally Mr. S.
Legator showed a specialised collection of the O.F.S.
Mr. Legator is well known for his mauny excellent
collections, and this O.J.8. collection was well up
to the Legator standard. Excellently displayed and
written up, this collection contained many of the
great rarities and most of the lesser errors.

A very pleasant evening was spent by the large
nuiber of members and visitors,

There was a record attendance at the meeting on
10th November, which was presided over by Dr. J|
H. llarvey Pirie, The November meeting is always
known as Iospital night, when an auction of items
contributed by members is held, the proceeds of which
are donated to the Johannesburg lospital. For euch
pound realised from the auction, the Society con-
tributes another pound, and hence as the auetion
realised £24 Ts. it means that the Hospital will
benefit to the amount eof £48 1ds.

A great variety of material wuas offered for auc-
tion, including albums, packets, sets or accumulations
of stamps of several countries, ete.

After the auction, whieh took up most of the
evening, Mr. I. Isaacs read some short notes of in-
terest concerning the exhibit which he tabled which
he deseribed as a “foot-note to the description of
airmails,” and which consisted of picked flown
covers which sketchily portrayed the developments
of the air posts of the world during the past fifteen
years. This display emphasised on the minds of all
those who saw it how rapidly we become accustomed
to new developments, so that in the short span of
less than a generation we take for granted develop-
ments which at the beginning of the period seemed
like mere dreams of visionaries. E

An important announcement was made which will
epnable all kindly spirited stamp collectors with some
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spare duplicates to assist in making a happier
Christmas for the children of soldiers up North. Mr.
and Mrs, Redford are endeavouring to accumulate
at least 250,000 foreign, NOT UNION, stamps of
comparatively low values from which to make up
small packets to be distributed on behalf of the Mrs.
smuts fund, in the way of Christmnas presents for
the children of men now on active service. PLEASE
send your stamp contributions to this worthy fund
to either Mr, William Redford, Droadeast Ilouse,
Johannesburg, or Mrs., W. Redford, 38 6th Street.
Lower Ioughton, AT ONCIi.

+ + +

QUARTER PERFS.

The “Philatelic Magazine” fully approves
of Gibbons’ suggestion to cut out listing of
quarter perfs. and recommends that the prac-
tice should be adopted immediately and in
entirety.

They do not approve, however, of the sug-
gestion to move up all the recorded quarters
to the nearest half; on measuring a large
series of stamps (with a Gibbons gauge!)
they consider that 19 should be moved up and
20 down.

The issue of 11th September gives a list of
stamps of 25 countries with a correction
table. We quote the two following:—Union of
S. Africa 142 x 145 to be 15 x 143, and 14%
x 14 to be 15 x 14. Kenya, 145 to be 14, 13%
to be 138, and 11% x 131 to be 113 x 13.

+ + +
B.C.A. 1907 2d. & 4d. MULT. C.A.

Messrs. L. N. and M. Williams tell the story
of these two rarest K.E. VII stamps in the
“Philatelic Magazine.” The issue of the new
designs in 1908 made these two unnecessary
and an attempt was made to dispose of the
entire printing. Messrs. Stanley Gibbons were
offered the lot (between 20,000 and 30,000
each value), but declined them. Apparently
ro further effort was made to sell them and
almost the entire printing was , destroyed.
About ten years elapsed before spzcimens of
the stamps came on the market.

The first found were sold at £15 each. Now
there are 18 known specimens of each de-
nomination, including blocks of four in the
Royal collection. A pair in 1935 fetched £235
in London and in 1939 a pair was cold by
auction in Philadelphia for 910 dollars.

+ + 4+
NEW “MULT. C.A.” WATERMAEK.

“Stamp Collection” draws attention to the
fact that many of the wartime printings of
British Colorial stamps are on a thinner and
whiter paper than previously, and that the
gum is whiter. Most important variation, how-
ever, is the evidence that a new dandy roll
must have been brought into use in the manu-
facture of the thinner paper. This is proved
by a comparison of the shapz of th- letters
CA in the watermark; in the original type one
leg of the letter A has a decided inward curve,
whereas or the new dandy roll both legs are
symmetrical. o

Apart from these general characteristics,
some issues present special features of their
own due to wartime conditions—shades,
changes in perforation, etc.

H.I3.B.
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