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Figure - 221	 1:500 Context Model (Author: 2017)
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Figure - 222	 1:500 Context Model  (Author: 2017)

Figure - 223	 1:500 Context Model  (Author: 2017)

 
 
 



 188 ELMO IN THE HINTERLAND

Figure - 224	 1:200 Model  (Author: 2017)

Figure - 225	 1:200 Model  (Author: 2017)
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Figure - 226	 1:200 Model  (Author: 2017)

Figure - 227	 1:200 Model  (Author: 2017)
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Figure - 228	 1:200 Model  (Author: 2017)

Figure - 229	 1:200 Model  (Author: 2017)
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Figure - 230	 1:200 Model  (Author: 2017)

Figure - 231	 1:200 Model  (Author: 2017)
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Figure - 232	 1:200 Model  (Author: 2017)

Figure - 233	 1:200 Model  (Author: 2017)
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Figure - 234	 1:200 Model  (Author: 2017)

Figure - 235	 1:200 Model  (Author: 2017)
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PRAXIS 2016 – 2017
Noun, plural praxises, praxes [prak-seez] 
Practice, as distinguished from theory; 
application or use, as of knowledge or 
skills.

“Knowledge emerges only through 
invention and re-invention, through 
the restless, impatient, continuing, 
hopeful inquiry human beings pursue 
in the world, with the world, and with 
each other.”

Paulo Freire

INTRODUCTION

To fully grasp the act of design in its 
social responsibility, various projects were 
undertaken between 2015 and 2017 to 
understand and research the effect of the 
process of engagement and the act of 
communication and knowledge exchange 
between a plethora of role players and 
community networks as well as the 
infrastructure holding it together. 
Implementing design in practice is 
essential to understand the field and to 
contribute meaningfully to its discourse.
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Figure - 236	 (Author: 2017)
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AFFIES KUNSTE KAMPUS 
2015
As a candidate architect, I believed that a 
critical and thorough investigation must 
be put forward in the implementation of a 
building and the network and relationship 
between stakeholders to fully grasp the 
design process.

In 2015, Mathews Architects and 
Associates broke ground on the 
implementation of The Afrikaanse Hoer 
Seunskool in Pretoria’s Kunste Kampus. 

Consisting of a main hall for orchestral 
and choir practice ( including a 
recording studio) four acoustically sound 
classrooms, 20 individual practice rooms, 
and offices and administration facilities 
for staff, the new Arts Campus set out 
promote musical education in a dedicated, 
through a vibrant knowledge exchange 
precinct.

Zoned to a small leftover portion of land 
between the existing school hall and the 
railway track running along the school’s 
boundary, the challenges of the site 
informed the intricately connected design. 

The design strived to resonate with 
the learners, encouraging a greater 
appreciation of the arts and continuing 
the schools proud tradition of creating 
and nurturing great future musicians and 
artists.

The idea was to document the full 
construction process of implementing the 
knowledge exchange infrastructure. 

Cooperation between architect, school 
governing body, teachers, and project 
team consisting of quantity surveyor, 
acoustic specialist, engineer and 
contractor was vital. Meeting every week, 
the project team worked with the school 
governing body to implement the project 
on time and under budget.

The project won a PIA 2017 award for 
educational architecture.
 

Figure - 237	 (Author: 2017)

Figure - 238	 (Author: 2017)

Figure - 239	 (Author: 2017)

Figure - 240	 (Author: 2017)
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Figure - 241	 (Author: 2017) Figure - 242	 (Author: 2017)

Figure - 243	 (Author: 2017) Figure - 244	 (Author: 2017)

Figure - 245	 (Author: 2017) Figure - 246	 (Author: 2017)

Figure - 247	 (Author: 2017) Figure - 248	 (Author: 2017)
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PLASTIC VIEW 2016
BOUKUNDE HONOURS GROUP, PLASTIC 
VIEW AND COOL CAPITAL 2016

In the first quarter of 2016, a group of 
Honours students from the University of 
Pretoria started their post graduate course 
in the suburbs of Moreleta Park in Pretoria, 
South Africa. 

What they studied, in the midst of urban 
sprawl suburbia, was a legalised informal 
settlement that was generated out of 
unlawful tenants living on a portion of land 
owned by the Gauteng Government. The 
settlement is currently more commonly 
known as Plastic View. It was established 
out of the need for housing for people 
working in the area. 

The group had intensively mapped the 
communities’ social, political, economic 
and cultural landscape. The Honours 
students came to the conclusion that 
these people were there out of necessity 
in serving the broader community with 
their services. From golf estate green 
keepers to household staff employed 
by wealthy families in the area, not 
accommodating this community was out 
of the question.

The second quarter saw the mapping of 
Plastic View landscape and community 
heritage value. The themes of planning 
history and critical special models 
and narrative, cultural identity and 
responsive development were explored. 
This produced projects anywhere 
from sports pavilions, brick recycling 
structures and craft art workshops. When 
asked to initiate a Cool Capital Biennale 
intervention, the Honours Group decided 
to follow a comparable EPWP model in 
utilising labour intensive technologies, 
in this case beaded key chains to be 
sold as merchandise for Cool Capital, 
as to build and maintain infrastructure. 
This simultaneously addresses and 
accommodates the need for skills transfer 
and creates work opportunities for 
unemployed mothers of the settlement. 
Therefore, beneficiaries are empowered 

to optimistically improve their long term 
capacity to earn a living and be productive 
members of society, while all together 
building much needed infrastructure. In 
this instance, the funds gathered will go 
to the upgrading of the four JoJo water 
tanks located in the settlement.

Through the platform of engagement and 
grassroots participation, I was part of the 
2016 Honours Plastic View research group. 
In 2016, architecture students were 
actively involved through the Moreletapark 
Church and its small primary school 
servicing 3000 informal settlers in Plastic 
View, an informal settlement in the heart 
of Pretoria’s suburban sprawl. A deep 
understanding of the quotidian workings 
and networks inside the temporary 
cityscape made clear the complexity of 
solving the most critical issues faced by 
informal residents. There to serve the 
needs of city employment and playing 
a central role in the construction of the 
surrounding upper class suburbs, it is the 
success of these communities in urban 
slum spaces which will guarantee a just 
future.  

The reaserch finding concluded the 
immense role the residence play in the 
surrounding urban landscape. As well 
as the amount of community network 
needed to sustain a peaceful informal 
settlement, with strong leadership 
structures and vibrant and active 
community participation and dialog.
On an architectural point, the homes were 
magnificently crafted.

Figure - 249	 (Author: 2017)
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Figure - 250	 (Author: 2017)

BOTTLES OF LIGHT 2016
Sonop Jool Initiative

Figure - 251	 (Author: 2017)

Figure - 252	 (Author: 2017)

Figure - 253	 (Author: 2017)

Figure - 254	 (Author: 2017)
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COOL BEADS PROJECT 
2016
BOUKUNDE HONOURS GROUP 2016

SMALL IS BIG COOL BEADS

OR: THE NARRATIVE AND CULTURAL 
IDENTITY OF CREATIVE AND 
CRAFT CURRENCY, SUSTAINABLE 
COLLABORATION AND CRAFT 
CONSCIOUS COMMERCE, AND ITS 
CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE IN HERITAGE 
DESIGN AND PRESERVATION AS WELL 
AS THE EXCHANGE OF KNOWLEDGE.

There are 4 inefficient JoJo tanks with 
a combined water storage capacity of 
25 000 l (filled twice per day) servicing 
the informal settlement of Plastic view 
in Moreletapark’s 3 000 residence. 
(Providing 17 l per resident per day)
The idea was simple.
1)      Use the creativity and craft skill 
possessed by local residence of plastic 
view.
2)      Use the design know how and social 
reach of Boukunde students.
3)      Create craft currency and use to 
upgrade critical infrastructure in the 
informal settlement.

With 400 key chains sold, a water tank 
in plastic view can be upgraded from an 
inefficient water storage facility to an 
environmentally friendly, waste less and 
productive community node.

Unfortunately time was against us and 
the project never realized its full potential. 
Constraints of disrupting established 
community systems and the potential of a 
negative social impact limited the projects 
outcome.  

It did however provide our Crafter, Talent 
(079 663 6498) with much needed 
income in the second quarter of 2016 and 
gave us critical insight into the workings 
of grassroots community projects and the 
potential of design.

Figure - 255	 (Author: 2017)

Figure - 256	 (Author: 2017)

Figure - 257	 (Author: 2017)

 
 
 



203  

Figure - 258	 (Author: 2017)

Figure - 259	 (Author: 2017)

Figure - 260	 (Author: 2017)

Figure - 261	 (Author: 2017)
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