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Colin Skinner was born in Johannesburg and spent his earliest 
years there before the family moved to (then) Salisbury, Southern 
Rhodesia, for a year and then to Lusaka in what was still Northern 
Rhodesia for 5 years before returning to Salisbury, where Colin 
attended high school and matriculated from Churchill High School 
in 1963. 

He received the prestigious Queen’s Scout Award for his Scouting 
activities, awarded to elite scouts who completed rigorous 
standards in leadership, public service and outdoor survival skills.

He followed a BSc course at the Pietermaritzburg campus of 
Natal University and was admitted to the second-year BVSc at 
Onderstepoort, graduating in 1970.

After doing short-term locums in Carltonville, Wolmaransstad, and 
Cape Town, Colin sailed to Europe, where he spent time and did 
locums in Britain before departing for a brief sojourn in Canada, 
completing a 3-month assistantship in the Arctic winter before 
touring Canada and the USA.

In 1972, he returned to Rhodesia and worked as a Government 
Veterinary Officer for 9 years, stationed successively in Bulawayo, 
Gwanda, Rusape and Chiredzi, with a focus on trypanosomiasis 
control and later Foot and Mouth Disease. It was a time of civil 
war, and Colin was drafted into the Police Reserve, then a military 
appointment where he rose to the rank of Captain in the Grey’s 
Scouts mounted infantry unit. 

During this time, he did not have any military encounters as a 
combatant, but as a veterinary officer, he was ambushed twice, 
had his camp attacked by mortars, and his vehicles detonated 2 
landmines. 

He was very lucky to survive, and at the cessation of hostilities in 
1980, he resigned from Government service to join the Park Lane 
veterinary practice in Salisbury, soon to be Harare. Colin continued 
in private practice and rose to be senior partner by 2000 before the 
partnership was dissolved. 

While in Harare, Colin became an active and enthusiastic lifelong 
member of the Round Table RT23 and is mourned and fondly 
remembered by his fellow Round Tablers.

Colin returned to Chiredzi and attempted to start a private 
practice in 2000 but economic and political circumstances were 
unfavourable and in 2001, when a severe outbreak of Foot and 
Mouth Disease broke out in Britain, he took the opportunity to 
work in the UK as a temporary veterinary officer in Newcastle for 
2½ years where, as he saw it, the FMD project was badly planned 
and executed.

He tried doing locums back in South Africa but returned to the UK, 
where locums were plentiful and well-paid, mainly in Cwmbran in 
Wales and Gillingham in Kent. 

In 2008, Colin joined the corporate group Companion Care / Vets 
for Pets, buying his own practice that in time he eventually paid off 
and sold at a profit in 2021.

In 2022, he returned to South Africa to live in semi-retirement in 
Montagu in the Western Cape, giving his time and expertise to a 
small charity service called Animals Matter Langeberg for indigent 
animal owners until his retirement in 2025.

Colin suffered ill health for several years and died on 5 June 2026; 
his passing was mourned by his colleagues, his classmates and his 
many friends and clients in Montagu.  
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