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ABSTRACT 
 
The Road Transport Management System (RTMS) is a voluntary, self-regulatory 
certification scheme in South Africa designed to promote the responsible and sustainable 
management of road transport fleets. The system addresses critical aspects such as 
vehicle maintenance, driver wellness, load optimization, and road safety. 
 
RTMS aims to reduce the risks associated with road transport, including accidents, 
overloading, mechanical failures, non-compliant driving behaviour and driver health and 
wellness. It encourages a culture of continuous improvement within the transport industry, 
fostering compliance with the regulations and industry best practices.  
 
A key feature of RTMS is its emphasis on data-driven decision-making. Operators are 
required to implement robust data collection and analysis processes, enabling them to 
monitor performance and identify areas for improvement. This proactive approach not only 
improves safety outcomes but also contributes to cost savings through optimised fleet 
operations and reduced downtime. 
 
In conclusion, RTMS serves as a comprehensive framework that enhances the safety, 
efficiency, and sustainability of road transport operations. It provides a structured approach 
for operators to manage their fleets responsibly, ensuring compliance with the regulations 
while promoting continuous improvement and innovation. 
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