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L ii. 
TH ·, ·~·lTCIW <;TuB, 

M~ ~~/Jg~ J- dv~--/ ~!fa~. 
The ductors th.t are here, ur~ <~.;:n onJy. vnc of t h..;m by 

the name of .. ipuyi ,,:i., ;~o:·.go knows ho\• to uoc tor u nu to :~ro teet u 

village agc:dnut · 0(;-~lies and witchcraft anu to C!J,·e diseases 

brollght about by \';1tcr:.craft. He k.noY1S very iHHJY .. lEu ic 1nt; a as 

well as thoue ~hich cure children. 

cines, is th:.Jt which is inh.ritcd from· ne',.; t::rundf':Jth~l· • 

. iarula. 

child i:1 the fu.1lly la t<.auLht. .;1 doctor OI' un orulncH'.i' ~-, .·son 

is tauc...ht Lh~ k.no·. u.::o: __ <; o·~ :n .... :lclncs b only on. ~)er:::on. 
I • 

. hen he 

h.::; a 1' l nislle"' ' 1 th l h.. .: u. c lnes of t h(.; one pcroon anu he still 

to v-ork \.lth u doctor \"•ho is hio etl;~erior. ~~ eraon leurna 

to beoo ne a doctor, he pays seven !"O•mdE: •..::r one he.JO of cut~ le 
c 

acco1·dintJ to tht \'lSto~n of' the peopl,c; of' old; He is ttiU~ht 

the na:1es o r~edioines for cu. 1nc, •·hen hiu teacher ~oea to <.:ig 

::1ed1c1nea, he cocs v,ith h111, hie teacher then et.ov.s hi:n ·1euicinee 

·anu tells him their T}Cjm:::s. The ,;wn r;h is to bec.J:te u doctor ·:iUat 

be observunt, ~hen the doctor pounds the roots and mlxeu them. 

;.)0 :1c t L:1ee the doctor senua his :>uc 11 to ..;o ,Jnu cu1·e the uiaeuse 

of so:ne one r.ho is sick. H pe reon lcarm; t-.. bl u due tur tlnt 11 

he f'eels content.ec:l thrJt he kno\'.s :;ll that is t.o be ~l ... n~ <..~:.i v.ell 

aa all the medicine;...~. ,\cco1·uin,_ to the b~llef of the Gaeotho, 

i:f' a doctor can Ctlre u sick. ;>crson ;.nd h~ t•ecovc:·s or'. l tel , 

that doctLr is tb- real uoctor • Hutivc uu,;tor:.:~ he;;, no uauol!i-

t ion of the lr o\·.n. '.i'he ~...oo tors 

b the ~hun~~ n~. You vd.ll fino th~ .. , v.eai•ing u b :1e on th.: 

neck. unu t:t horn in i .. jl.-h the chief in~L·euient is the lion's f'ut 

/2 ••••• al~o tbe bulb 
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alno the bulb kno·wn c:.ts "aeruK.olo". They ao not v;et~r short 

dra.,.ers like th~: . 1 t.chdoc tore of' the olaen t i .K s \.ho wore ura,~ere 

'tiac;le of the ~>kin of·,, ouik.cr. 

and divining bones b purchas1nl them from othcl' Vwitchooctors. 

A doctor ,,1th a wide experience, if he hau lost. on~ o~· his divinlno 

bones knows how to :lC:Jk.e one f'or himself. lie taltes th:~ hoof' 

of' e head of cattle to ·•Hk.e another. Many ;..;otho v1itchcloctors 

divine by divinine bones given to them by th.: ir fathers; lf 

~ir fathers v~ere witah doctors, that beco:nes their 1nh~r1tance. 

J.:f a witch doctor has no d1vin1ne bon~s, JE learns by usin: · those 

of' the Vi 1 tch doctor \'1ho is teachin._: h 1 ~Je ',;ben he k.nowo the.~ 

he h<:ia then t . btlY hie own t'rom otl1er doctors or iot to collect 

the bones of a b .boon's hund, the lion's the ~o·mtain k.lip 

sprin~er, and of' the tot•toise and the horne of' the ·lephdnt, 

sea shells and he must brifli: them to his \Joctor v; o v.ill :lake 

them 'for hi:n, w lth the hoof of a head of' cattle also. 

The doctor learns out of' his O'-'-n f'ree ,.till, it' a person 

wants· to be ·t.t ;.1tchdoctvr, noth1n~: bothera hi·n he (!.,n t,;o anyv.ht;re 

to lear-n tu bt:co::le t1 \.itch <.Joctor, ht: can ~-o to any t1•ibe, of 
~;J,e.. 
~bl..Jck. P' orle. .le cun be tau._;ht if he pooaessea his own :runue. 

A true doctor is :.,ent :for, he uoce not go about hl:n.kine his meu1-

cines. A genuine doctor is one that ie callcu to ~~ere there 

is sickness. .\ doctor muy be call' d to any palce, even to 

ch1e:fs' villt.~ges he van ro. Just lik.e Makalepe the: witch uuctor 

o:r Mfatlha's villBge who died at Tsiuitaane. 

by the chief ot' ~eabe to d~ctor his village. 

He ~as once ca~led 

He ~1ent there 

and plantcu ~edicinal pebs to protect the villa~c. The chie:t' 
1,' 

pointed out & t>it.: black. ox to him as ~ re\'luro. ~ak.ale;;e v-us 

grate:ful. lle was a witch doctor who doctored villages und 

ar11es at ~fatlha Maila's village. ·hen a witchdoctor is called, 

he does not uok. t'or ;>ay::tent uno he does not t-vcn t.tsk. the sick 

person 'r.hut the nature of' his illness is. 

to t~ll Yrho t a erson ht~S come ~ or to h 1':•• 

/3 •••••• never told. 

,\ t.iotho doctor is C;lble 

The v.itch doctor is 
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never told. If' you tell him then you must know that he !a not 

genuine. .Be:::"'ore the \'litch doctor leaves his h(r1e to go to 

''•here he 1o callea, t1e takes hie bon::e fl;·et of ell to divine 

thereafter he tuk.es his bag and goes. 'l' he ·w 1 tch uoctor diag-

noses with his bones only, he does not handle tho p~ t lent v;i th 

his hanue. The exijminatlon takes pluc<-: in the house or in 

the back. e~clo~~rc. ::hie 1e cone onl in th<; ni,Jht tt11e anti in 

'.:.'h:.:: e."a.:inl;jtlon cannot be held at :nldd~y. 

parents ·1ust 'e :··r, a--nt at the exam ina ion but not the children. 

Other people mt~y be prc:a:...nt, a true doctor uoea not ~~rohibit 

thern. Bef'ore a \vi tch uoctor took out or threw down hie divining 

bvnee, the sick person's people gave a f'~.,.v,l or 2/6 or 1/- f'or 

openin~ the eyes of the uivinlng bones. r\ sick person v.·hether 

he has recovered or not, first o.. all, something to untie the 

bag is reqtlired, ~:.tnc.l this is 10/-, or a sheep to untie the bag. 

Some witch doctors oe.1and one pound for untylne; their bags. If 

the disease is still new, the \\itch oootor aornctlrm:s dem1;1nde a 
Q. 

young h\:ad of' cat·.le or two sheep. lt the sickness 1a serious 

the witch doctor de:~nc.Js a .._:rov.·n up cad of' cattle. .ven V1hen 

he doctors a ~ illt~ge or a house he demands a erorm up head of' 

cattle. ,,ll thut the witch doctor does in treatin~ a sick 

Rerson, is J~:.tid f'or by a heao of' o~ttle, 1[ he cle!:lna Y--Ul' blood 

it is on~.; hc~w o:· C.:Jt:..le, 11' he has cured Yt1tchcr .. f~, the .·ay'i'le:;nt 

is one heao o:f C.Jtl.le. lf' you h:iVC no beast, the Joctors of' 

to-day ae.:1unl1 th1•ee pounus. lf the doctor atL.8 f'or his P~J.iment 

don't give h :t:1 trouble •. If .Y·-'Il are ~ell k.novm to the docto.x·, he 

maY sllo'ft you to puy part of his fee ant1 the rest latt:r r.hcn you 

get it. The doctoz•s are not in th~· f LJb 1 t of t .. .dtind. i:)eorle to 

the kgo tla, but if a person r~ fuses to Pt:AY hln, e is ~:.tble to 

cause the <.Use~:.tse to uo back to him, or CdllBC· hir:t to ue an idiot. 

If' the people wish to ~now uoout a uisease, a witch doctor is 

called. The witch doctol: comes Vdth 1c.nes end hE. divines. vther 

witch doctors divine a oioe~se with four h0ofs, others ~ivlne ~ith 

/4 ••••••• · .. ith r:tany hones 
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with iany bones, others divine with \';iJtcr una others viith a stick. 

3o.:u; doctors take th:..: bones of a baboon, a k.l!..p springer, hoof's 

of' cattle, the :·one ot• ~j lion, a Yiilu pit;, and elephe:mt, sea shells, 

th~: bvnc of :; h,:_;e:;_,, -!ll.: o:f a tortoise. The divining bones of' 

the B1:1sott.o ore not .<<.~ue in the sa· .e Vr~Y• There are atones 

also in tht dlvining bones. l:f they !'all in confua f-. ion ~1he n 

thrown ao\•n, they indicate som~ sort of' un a:f+·a ir. then they 

fall in a i:Janne:r of deprivation, that indicate a disturb~:mce in 
\ 

one family. The hoof lrbich is called ";jalope" (hoof of a 

klip springei•) 1f' ii. falls on its side, they Bl:lY it indicates 

vritchera:f't and tile stones al:..:o, if' they have fallen clown like 

thi;Jt they say it indicates \'iitchoraf't. 'J:he one of' the thumb 

of' a lion, v.hen st:..ndin._; and not lyint;, 1nd1catea a person's 

enemy, if' 1 t falls on its a1~e, t h: ene~1Y shall be conquered. 

The pig when standing f'acin~. in :_.rour o1rect1on, indicates c3 

v,izard. Amonc the hoots, there are t. ose allei.o th~ rod and 

goddess. ~-hen these got.la go <Jhead of' you v.hen you are cH.vineu 

by a ~itch ~octor, the ~ltcb~octor ~111 tell you th~t the deJi-

gods thtit is the spirits o th~ ancestors ore v.ith you. '.i.'hese 

h"ve bee .. i~::~<Je · ... t. th •h•nea. ·•hen u vdtchdoctor so::;Ott.ers the divining 

bones on tb:: cr· ··; ~::,d, ht .''lr.J t praises thcrn, cull in!. them by their 
wJu~l: 

names• .,f'ter th(.lt he ~.ill explain to you ·~ they are say1nc_; 

when you have ulready paid a shilling or one sh1ll1nt~ and six-

pence. The Sotho doctor does not lay h1s hands on the sick 

person , the divining b nea tell hic1. 11hen the sick person is 

going to die he i. ill oee by the d 1"11n1ng bones crowding together 

and he V1ill then say thl:lt the sickness is very St:Vere. 't'he bones 

are even uble to ·;Hik.e the doctor to knoVI the medicine 11ith v.hich 

to cure the dioease. The bones ar(: also capable or inf'or:11ng 

you the person \1ho is killing you <Jnd .... hat 1s to ccrne. lf you 

are bewitched bJ a person v.hose tribul tote:n is a duiker, the 

w1 tell doctor ;:,ill see thl.:i t by the bune o:r a du ik.er on the ground 

r:ith little stones in front o.f" it aud yourself receiving them with 
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open hands. Now the witchdoctol' will say that a person whose 

trib,.l tote•:t is a auiker has ad:linistereo poison in your food, 

he is unb~le t...~ tell you the rut ,,e of tht,; wizard by bones. If' 

you a:re bewitched an<.i oun,,ot be cured, the.witoh doctor ~111Bt 

vary the treat~'!lent. vther ooctora will cook. you VIi th rnea 1c inea. 

You will just feel ·th~· heat but the skin cannot Clime or1•. l:t' 

the akin does come o~, the witch doctor knowo that you are certainly 

be~'i tched by a person. How the doctor v:ill :find wedicine :t'or 

wl. tcb.orai't f:or hi1, first of' all he stretches out his bouy and 

blows on hir1 \.itll ita .1euicines. 

,aj ~ 1clt ,p,e~c 11 ,i-lC uo.r:d.!9.1. ..t,o the custo:r1 of' the p£ople 
sz,t' olden t 1..1es. 

V1hen a doc to!: cures a sick. person. A witch doctor cornea 

to a sick. person \":hen he is aent for. A man was aent to :etch 

him. W"~hen this r:1•n arrives, first of' all bef'ore the doctor 

leaves he takes o :•t the d1 vining bones of' baboons, lions, goats 

and hoofs of cattle uno shells of tortoises. He divines his 

journey to see if' he Will be succes :rnl. ~·hen he arr 1 vee at the 

aiok person's ho11e, the sick person's father tuites hirn to the slck 

person and he tells the v:itch , octor that he does not knot1 '~>hot 

the trouble is with the sick person. Th£ doctor will then ttilte 

out .1cdlcine bat: 1Jde o'f sk.in of' the bl;ck and white civet c~;~t 

in which he keeps his div1n1nc bones. He s~k.es it and throws 

them down on the ground. He a aye "'I ell us \'•hat is v;·rong v; i th 

the child". v'•hen he divines, the child ~a eltting on "mat 

·with hie legs stretchea out eo th<jt the divining ;ones whould 
w 

expl<Jin th~ a1ok.ncao. If' he is lyinc do"n they cannot Dho~ his 

a icltnesu. The doctor ;.ill then scatter the div 1n1ng bones and 
' h. say ''H m ! " V•hilc he is v.atchint'; them, and he \'lill say "'l'ey have 

" 
fallen down in oonruscion". He picks the u~ again and tells thG 

father o the sick person to open their eyes v~lth soraethinc. 

/6 ••••••• The father of 
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The father of' the a ick. chilo then . tu .'.e u o · t ,; uh 1111ne; or t\·.o or 

he muy point out a f0\';1. 'i'hc v;itcli , o~: tor acatt re the ulvin1ncl 

bones a~.:::..in am .. he s..)ys, ' "H m! Tell it) tt1e .:Ji ·knt::ao, th~ chilli 

1B eio k.". They urop do Yin, he pr:;iscs th •;)' cull1 n •. the 1 by 

their nc.~ Jc s unu h..: f::,J:JG, "'l' hey BI'C d0\\0, btl t the caus:.. ie not f'ar 

to eect-;., 1t is 1. t.i1 ~· .. ;til~'· ·~hi~ .~hUu is bew i tchcu '.Jy hie 

naternal uncle''• 'l.'he child hao trr.J;_uen on blood, it ent .. red 

through the f'oo t • :L'ht re is the blood horn, i!. is ln<.J icatcd by 

this di·:ining bone. The \·dtch doetor t:ocs on to a;;;y, "Get real 

doctors for ti1is child". The childs :f'dther tht: n in:f'or<.lB hts 

wife. The wife se~ys, "~·.ell anll eoocJ, inforn the· d~ctor he should 

try to c11re the d 1eeCJse "• The husband in'for'ls the doctor. "•ie 

proceed to cure the eliild''• . Th~' <'-itch doctor \.ill lle:rltlnu a 

sheep for opening his b;;.~g of' medie 1ne s. 

The witch doctor then scatters th~ divinint; bon:. a t£ th1J.•o tir.1e 

t:· ·ak..: the·n sleep ~ncJ to. ~::~slt the n . 1 o1' the 1ed lc 1nt. f'ro 1 th~ n • 

l'he d 1 v in1 ng bones v.h ich 1nd ic .. te \·l tc he ra'ft be. 1ng th-. bone 0 f a 

k.~.ip apr ingc r. ..hen th ac d1v1n1nt: b:m a .:~r stundinJ up on 

1'he doctor ~.111 now t(Jk.e out i;j r.at::d1clne 

"m,.itolle~" ht coo,..:o this .na 1 h:.:n .it is o0ilint_;, h. t3K.e.s hlo 

Vit&iSat Vi.itch U.•ct..r':... : hiBi:tJ, h I;Ut.S it in the .teu1cine :1ixed V:ith 

bollint;; · .. ut~ ,., h:..: .;p.i..'ink.l c the ~i·k. person v.hos. CJ.Oth. s h~Jve 

been te~k.::n of' • 'i'hc sick ~):.· raon ~not :f'cels tho t lt is hot but hio 

skin oocs not co.-.le; of:·. i.ihc n ht: hu s :f'1n1ehe~.;, the '\'.1 tch doctor 

says "tak.e this medicine {serokolo. bnlb) .1ixcd \.,1 th the li;.irge 

"maime" (medicine) anu the f'l::lt of a sheep aml itcep .n for~n' nting 

the sick. pfrson'a foot \.lth it, tJn<.J herr is :.1eaicine f'o.1• the blood, 

lt is "mathuba difala" (bre~:tk.er of' z:'r'nl::lries) ·aixed \'41th "rnak.hona 

tsotlhe" (:necJ~cine), keep on cooktng it be:f'ore cook.in~ .food 

beCi:.iUBe the foou pots :tay renoer it inef ective :.~no fi;ill to cure 

the eick.nea::.. 'fhe doctor tellf.j th; sick. person to 

/7 .. ~ ..•. coo::.~ 1 t 111 l::l po t 
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couk. it in cJ pot lid twice u day, I<Hho•Jt tel. ing h~m v.tH!t l}'lt.lntity 

h~, shoulu orinK. l'hc- ooctor v:ill th~n tell the nllrees of' the 

sick p. rson to place ·_. cross bc.r ut the door so ttwt oruinl;;lry 

people t;)houla not ent:::r hecarJe: the fE.etot" otlwrs ur<. lto~··y lthot ia, 

other·s are T•iaards, they co:Jt: ther fo!· th~ pttrpoae of ca,Je:ng 

the sick person not to e;t: t llp, huv 1n .. : a .1ear· d the oole s J the lr 

reet with "moLoto" (rneuicine) to hold thf! sick. person doY.n. 1'he 

sick person 1u :reo on sof't thln porl'iace of kafflr corn ·1ei;l1 cnly. 

•·hen he has re-~ove,•._o, his f:.~thcr :~OU.i o 1t tu lvmt (j hure for hi't1 

f'or 11;.. ut oP u fc~·,.l Ll' ;1:.. IL:J on~·. Uuw that ··~he child hao :oecovercu, 

his f'utt,c.:;r· calls in the •. itch uoctor ~nu he points out to hi.!l a 

horneu ox as h1Ei ro~.~:~r•u. iie auyc to h bt, "Ood h::Js ... : iven us b...,ck. 

the bonea (the sick per·son hue rccov:..·r.d). !Ua slck.ncss "'·· ~..: not 

a netur,:Jl one, "bol\·~etsi ba ·.1ohosoona" (<.iods eickneas). 'l'ht; sick. 

person wc:~s maue to lie down near the fire. The ancient people 

eay that f'ire is r~ea lc ine, it soot hens the a 1ck. person. T·.~~- nurses 

went out to gather f'ir. v.ood to k.eep th~: li::ht burning f'or the> sick. 

person bccallSe they knew nothing t~bollt a'lump. c~hen they \"I<.:Jnte<.l 

anything in thr house, thy lit it ~ith grass only. Tbt: Jtu•sea 

Y10k.e the sL:lt pcruon rJp uno C:J'Jsco hi"l to le;:,n ag·-.intJt the w;;ll 

in oruer th~Jt he sh.tllu K.::ep on ruh:.~lnc hie bs··k. bon~. lkf.OI'l 

he W:..;nt to b_o the sick. p£:rson'e buck. b~Jnt: !:lnd f'et.·t -.. ere rub ·ed 

with h;Jnue, 1t' he WJS v.ry dick.. 3y do1ncl oo, they s~id tt1ut 

they v.ere st.inml<..~tin~ c il:'i.:Ul<Jtion o· the b2.oou eo that the ':lUSclce 

could ulso 1'unct1un. lf' tht: poth·nt Y1as f'cvel·iah ut ni~.t1t t~ 

yonng .a,.n ,·;o•ll~... r'ln r,i,~ ne:-: t .ornin,~ to call the wit.·h ooctor. 

'l:h~ \,itch IJ(,ctor· ;-.vt: h11 ·f.ujc: nc fo1· f'ev.~r {rJl'Jaonzk.\·;ooe) to :a~k.e 

h1<::! iLI't::i.lil'~ ontil he rccovtl'a. •·h~:n he had rec·overed, the v.ltch 

doctor said "The o·:' 1r 1 ts .of' 0'11' :;nee store have spure-d hi :1 for uo". 

Jc_jt~.e. ,·,hen v,e say thiJt a , t=rson qnueretande th~· d1v1n1n~ b ,n.:.s, 

it is -..hen on throwint" them oo"V,n, he is able to tell you v,hy .fOll 

have come to consnlt him. The ritch ooctor sttldiL:J tht; :aiJnm.r 

in VI ich tne divin1.nt.,; bvlle:; lh uo."IO uno he is able t<.) tell you Vlh._:jt 

/8 ••••.••• your complaint 
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your complaint ia. l•hCn th~·.• make diVining boneD, they COllect 

all the bones tbut are nceoed. '£hey rnsltc eyes on the hoo:rs, they 

carve them properly, they get the bulb known as "oet•okolo 11 and 

put it together with them. They oloo get u black fowl, it i~ 

the"aedi1o" (an invisible thtine; that muy be· hearo), they ;>Ut them 

together in th14 job. If they want to teach you to be a ~itch 

doctor, they e.•.a:1ine you by throwin0 divining ~ones, they ,ut tlle 

divining bones in ~ater overnight. They take them out the ne t 

!'Durning and they rllak..: you drink. the \.ate r fro . v. hich they hove 

been tuken out. ,·,hen you nave drunk their 'Rater, then you \'.ill 

be able to leurn tht:1 t.ell. 'I'hey v,ill t;ive you- four divining 

bones and tell .:,rou their names. They will throw tht.:m uown and 

say, "l.Jo yo·J sec tt'lcm ~ " You ~ill say yes. l'hen they say 

''They ha•e fallen dovm ":!lotlhakola" in a depriving manner")l ·:.ben 

they fall in a depriving manner, it is when they are like this. 

First of' all the witch doctor teaches a person the various v.ays 

in which they lie down eben they are eca~tered anu tbcn be explains 

everything af'tE:rY.ards. The n~t!ve ~itch doctor~ of this place are 

able to draw blood by cupping. They use a razor bladE ~nd a horn. 

ther witch doctors are able to cup by :neans of' a tortoise &ilell. 

The native witch doctors kno'' bow to utse the horn even o:td Basotho 

women know how to cu9 th~ vein or to relieve the head. "Th'raxadi<ila" 

and "~1eraro" are scxne of the cUv1n1n,: bones which 1n<l1cate ·,~·1tch­

craf't. 

Knowledge of' ~d1cines : Moeetlha, moletsa-ltgv,adi, .oretatnini, 

:r~altgona-teotlhe, .noretlwa, milo, ;nol":.galo, IX;opho ya n<ige, sc tlhabi, 

m¢'f'orok.gu, le.uatla, roo~abul..J, len:Jlut la k.~o.1o, ~:orola, senaolele, 

eebete, ,nod:Jba, ttlot:;.:c, noc lui, ;~a1~:1e, 11asio-~be, oerokolo and 

others. h;xlll~n,tion : {l) e man scrapes the b"'rk.s of' the 

"mosetlh~" (acuc1;., tree), he f.ounde it nau put:; it in cold v.ater. 

It is as id that· t; 1ie is 1ed ic ine for diarrhoea 1 n ch ild1•en. 

(2) A man scrapes the burke of'":.lolet6a-kgwad1" 0 nd puts it in cold 

water·. He ~+8 leaves the ·llecUc inc until it is very strong, 

/9 ••••••••••.. h~ then takes the 
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It ic for uyu, ntry. (3J 

and boil;.;; it t'or the chilo 1'rhln it purt:cu blood. 

dibs the root of' the "m~k.c:onu-t::otlhe" ( tt mt.:d1c1ntll hc:·rb t.mu a 

pOYfcz•t'nl purgative) una CllOk.B it. . It ie suld thti t it i::z for the 

blood. (5) The "~1or~tlwa" {1-'.rCJisbt.=s:,ie) anu "::llo" (m;;.JL.t> tt>ee) 

are :-:1ixect toclethcr in the chl:lt''!lS o the villoge. 

(6) ~okcalo (wait-o-bit tpec). '.l'h! root of it·ie \.•llt; t:Jnu ·•.:Jtet> 

is poured into it emu then cook.eo. 

the blood, it r .. noVt.'S i.1pUP-= bloo<.J. 

They a~y it is· 1ca :.cine f'or 

(7) "Kgophe .,u nagu" (a ta.'lt~ll bus. v.ith ::.-..iblc t·x·uit), it cxuut.:s 

·:tilk. l t 1 a 1' or s !lC e r 1 nt_;. It is ·tedicin~ for b11rns. 

(8) "oetlh<:~bi"(?) 'J..hey tl.r t •. o, the o.1oll on •. anJ t.h;:. blg en·. 

Their roots !:II'~ aug una oook.eu. 

the uurt'e~ e of' the wttter. .:t.~t I' L.· ~-o·u•eu into lt put. on the 

.f~re, the lntca t\.15 ;;1:-tced i: th~ ~J!rect1on o the .!~rci1g 

pain. 

( 9) ":f'ofo K._~u "l '1) .One ro·o t of' 1 t Ctlreo 11 ilco. 

(10) "Le·uatl;.J"('i) also cures piles. '.·he root..:J of' it \;hen cooked 

and :nixeo ~ 1 th th<;; roots of t11c '' ·1orola" bnsh cure o the hip jo into. 

(11} ",',togubula" (cuible crccpin..; pltmt) g1•owa on the :nountain • 

.. ht;n a person is insane <Jno suf':fet>s :f'rv:l hettrt uiocuuc, he is 

given the gr~en b~rk.a of this plant to eat. lt is eu1u, it ie 

t'or the heart. (12) '£he horn of an olu ox, v.hen o child has 

navel trouble. 1i r:l&n burns it·~ ··oint, he t~kf:·s e k.ni.fe uno then 

h£: rEL'lOVc- a the bu.rnt po\·.u .1• f'ro ."i 1 t, he ,;r inou this t-1no puts 1 t in 

woter, he glveo the chilo to (.J!·inlt. <.la ly. It io suid, th1o is 

ncdlc1ne for the nuvel. 

ll3) "~lorol a" ( thl: belladonnu p ::~nt J. lf you ory the root of' it, 

e:~nt:! you h<.Jv:.:; ncac.h:lCh..:.., you btlrn ttl!c root end cir~v. :n th, s1okc 

throu~h the nostrils. ''~e1n tih: n :J· ·1J hav::. toothauhe, t~ke the 

root o:r t·L·uits ana roust in .fire. • 1t.: n 1 t 1 o l1o t , p u t 1 t on t ne 
~ 

tooth. 

tuoth, 1 t is t~o1n,_. tu bl 

toot hac~ 

J!'r.:~. 1t io said thut htiE ia ruc;oicine f'or 

lu/ ........ hen the root 
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\-,hen the root of the belladonna plcmt is mixed w1 th the "1e:.1atla ", 

it cures the women's hip joints. 

{14) The root of' "eenaolele" V1hen pounded and put in cold water, 

it is said that it is able to destroy the sores in the eyes. 

(15) ''Sebete (?) Its root is pounded and put 1n Wi:.iter. The; cattle 

are given to drink. when they su:t"'f'er fro•n liver. 

(16) "_:oduba" {a tree Which gro\'IB in the hills) 1a used ror curing 

hip joints. 

(17) "Thot~e" (seed of' the .1e lon tribe) is used in medicine to 

turn something into a snake. 

(l8)"Motsh1cliu (?)They asy that·its barks, if' you eat them, cure 

bleeding f'ro•n the r.touth nose or th1•oe t. 

(19) !~,laimeu {a mcd1c1r.e) The roots of' 1· _re bitten by men llith 

their teeth, they smeur their f'acee tilth 1 t aoo 1 t is said th<Jt 1 t 

causes people to 1 !k.e you and to r .::..t.ard yo ae .:-n importunt person. 

Preparation of'. ::\culcincs. float o the ..-otho medicines are 

those VJhich are du.;.; in the gr•ound. l.t' a doctor has t'ug his raecti-

c ~ ne, you will 1' lnd hlm havin_ spread it out in the yi;jrd of the 

house to dry, 1 it io going to b~ grouuu. ~otho medicines are 

grounu on • grinding stone solely reserved for that purpose. 

:..>or11e o:f thera, at"'ber they have been ground, are nilEed with others 

as Vlell as the fate of carnivorous enirnals; they say they are 

i'or protecting a person as well ae the village. ~o:11e of the doctors 

give you a cher .. 1 that has bee mi.xed and they give you lnetructlons 

that when you get h~ne, you must smear the "moretlwa" twig and 

pitch it on the roof of. your house above the door. 'l'hen he "111 

tell you that lightning Ylhich 1e the work of' a sorcerer will never 

atr1Y~ your house. Tho Basotho bury another cha~n at the door 

so the t un.vone who cernes in with vtl tchcrt:r''t should stop there pinned 

do ?in. Yfhen you are sick, they g:!.ve you so:n€ o the medicines 

in powder to tak.e, others ure put in the fire to cause perspirttt!on • 

.. itchcrsft. It is a word that is well k.nov,n even to ohildL"en. 

'"''hey kno~. that a -.. izard ct~n -:laue~ your death. It is a vOtho 

/ll •••••••• beliet. 
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• belief. ActJording to ancient custom a,nol'}fl the .Basotho p .... ople, 

a wizard ~sa put to death because wizards were discove.red by the 

chief when he walked aL.out the village durin~:: the nieht. v'll1ef's 

of the ancient times did not sleep at ni._;lit. Chief TselapJed1 

of Kotlhaaeui once saw wiz~u~aa durine the ni~ht ln his village. 

X he next 1.1ornin,::; he cttllec.l tt k.gotla, c~nd those. 'f¥ lzarda 'iJe1·e put 

to death \~ith atioks at Kt;optJ:.adi. ~ne of these wizarc.ls was 

the chlet's partenul uncle. lie lUS also put to death because 

the chief' hau seen hl .. 1 riuing an r:ani::talof a \\bite and black., lee:id1!1t; 

other wizaros an" going out through the entrance. 

Accor(.Jing to Gotho custom, if' you have not J;::leen doctored by 

a real witch doctor, you cannot hea~ a wizard walking about in 

the nisht time. A person w~o is~ wizard ia bound to get e~uck 

and fall to .aove in your yard. Acco1•ding to an.; lent 0\lEston it 

waa your duty to ret~ort to the o .iet' and the wizard was put to 

death b.osuee the wizard went abollt naked, heving vnly ep.r1n~ed 

ashes over his booy. '.t:ods.r when a w1zaru geta c~uttht, you ::•cry 

just talk to hii:t and ask. hi;.1 precisely what he wants. 

give you money so that yo r:1a~· not r veal h i:n. If you divulge 

the secret about hi.u to other pe •·le, :;ou ~.111 cert<:~inly oie. 

He is sure to plan your ueath. For that r aavn, it' a person se·~.s 

a wizard in posseaelon of' u y;J.zard t a h'.1rn, he is af'r<J .i.d or repo.rting 

him tu the chief. If you are always s, (.n in the compuny oJ' a 

per&OtJ \'thO i~ k.nov•n tu ,,L u wizarl.i the people ;.Ul 'dU:/ tt;Sjt 

you are learnint; t be a wiza1•u. ..ccoruing t tincient custorn, 

if a wizard wus put tu ~eath, h1a cattle ~ere tuken by the chief 

of the v lllage. Basotho ooctors are uble to point out a ~1zard 

by meana of the divinir~ bones. '..i.'hey are IJble to tell ~here the 

wizaro h&s concealed hie meoic1nes for bewitching the people and 

if he is not dieputin~ thia doctor the people knov. then tht~t he 1& 

a wizard. The witch doctor ~lso points out th~ wizard. The 

witch dvotor also P'inte out the mE=dicines of' the wizar<l which 

are tied round his hip. .People are afraid o th·..: :rood or on-~ ·.~.no 

/l2 ••••••• 1s known 
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is known to be a 111zord, '-hen they see him they just think. of 

wi to hcraf"t only. If a perr.n ocmee to live in a vill~ge tHlC.i 

beco'!les familitir l'lith a t¥1zerti, tl;~.; people will k.noYt that he is 

Aacorcllng to tiotho custom if' a person who is 

be\iitched d iea, he tell a the people that so tinU ao hiJB bew, tched 

'!18• '~then a wiza1•d dieo too, he klle thE pt:ople wbo th,- persona 

ano c lluren ar he hua killed. '1ocordlng to o.~otho belief, when . 
a person does not recov~~r Vihen he is occtoreu, p~·opl:· StJY it is 

not only a disease that he hau, th€rc is d.':.eo BOl:tf-thinB done to 

b 1.11 by the Buaotho. .~coording to .... otho C!Jatom, d1eeaeea are sent 

tu peoplt.· by witchcl•u.ft, just &6 u ;·.1tohdoctor woulu say, "you 

tuve troa on bloo<.t or i:Jo..r.1e:body woucheo you on the eh< .. ,_ll"er or 

it1ey have ctt~laed JO!l to· ~at h<J ir. Th~ ~itchdoctor may aak you 

if' you nave been bit~en by so·.ething tjn<.J it' you re1·ly that you 

were once bitten ba a anak.e, the witch doctor will then say very 

wel.L, that snake •as in fact not a snake it \>aa witchcrl:l~·t s~:nt 

through e·,1ake. '£he w1 tab doc tor ·~idY pt: rhdps ask u.u1u ~n.vthing 

ever :frighten you" ? :lou say an animal in the night :f':.•.i.~.~hteued 

me. '£he witch doctor will then BaY Vlell, so:!le aiseaae as a 

result, ~ot into your heart. ln orucr to m~ke a mixture tor you 

agu in at w i tchora1't. ln orucr to make a 'll ixture f'or you ugi:i inst 

v. 1 tohcrdft • 1%~ a person says that he \dll send you or your 

cbil<lren witohor~lf't or usus..: snpel'St1tious fear in you", you 

:~1\JSt e~et ;ned io ine for the ohildron, th one 1:.not:m ~s '',,tore-·.-e­

m~gcHli·tswane", uig ita_ root a, put 1n cold •·Lit~ r ~nu v1uch of''· this 

.feeu·. 
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