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Knowleqy.e. our anceFtorr r~y thqt thP Pun lF the ~ye or 

Uoa ~hich wa~ plac~u by Him when h€ created the e~rth qnd heaven. 

He planted it at a pof.1t1on in vh1ch it wot.ld tive litht to HiP 

neople at o.aytime. there ir a chariot wlth white ~nrP~P Rnd a 

c.rJ.ver, anu they fire for the purpope of ara'tf;int;. 1 t from the taPt 

When th~ pun Fetr, it iF ~hen it hBP tone into the 

third Fea wher~ there iF a tla~F heaven. ln the ni1 rt time it 

pe.epep underneath \.he fte.rth FO that it DAY ripe R~,a1n in the nnrn-

1ng. When ~he PUn ir very hot, it ir P~ic tnflt it 1~ wt'tt'n 1tP 

It iP Paid thrt the AUD 

1P 4 ~ftn becaUPP 1t ~1vee much more 11tht than the moon. 

l'J'w :•1gon. 'rhe BatPwana pay: The roon WA.P m~at• by Ond to 

becomf: the licht a. t n1t)"t so thAt the peoole may eeP where t~ey 

are t:o1ng. It 1 fL\ the F'n'lAll f<tln and. 1 t 1 P ~ 1roman bec~uJ PP. 1 t 1.-

the PIDA.ll li~ht. ~hen 1t iP n~w moon, it iF Paid thnt it iF pe~n 

by the bR.boonP. lWhen tht- Pun hAe become ecl1ppeu, it 1r a Pign 

of Pomt:thint_. t.h~t will ha. .. )pen. Other\-J1Fe they PAY th'-lt it ill a 

P1tn of the cteR th of 11 chief. If the r:oon haP becc ne ecl1pr-P.ct, 

it me~nP 'W~l'" or fl fe.r,rfur aest.h. 

~tare. EtarP are r~~ll planetF which ar~ oeonled and where 

R~,ricultural operat.1onr qre tRkint, pl~ce. It iP rqia th~t they 

ar~ people who rPfUPed to come to li~e on th1P enrth. Li~e the 

;;;oon, it 1P Fala thRt thif planet, the Pt'lr, waf'l R oerrof"l wt'o 

~Re d1Pot~dlent, ~ho nollecteu fire~ood And brnyed ~ lnr on R 

buntitty. God then took him up to [O and brny nt.ine there FO 

that he nay be glven no tine t.c l'"('P.t. 

of the moon, pt·oole accul!lul ted t.helr fooa to a very , rt>ll t e:xte>nt 

becaupe tt'lere "'as t!"iFI ruPpicion that V'~r or fq:1ne would CPr.Je 

unon the oeople by Purpr1re and f1na theu without food.. When 

it if' new r1oon, Rnc .it iP in PUCh ~ pof'lit1on ltfl t.n h[lve itf.' hornP 

or po1ntP racinl upwnra F, lt 1f' f."< 1d t.hA t it e,_nP \.h"lt t~ert'! 

111111 he no rain. Ir 1t ir in 8 Fllghtly PlP-nting ;)OP1 t1on 1 it 

1P F.~ici thRt it ' C' .... preLn~nt of cH pe~ Pe. lf it if' ve!'y JfiUC'h on 
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one ~ide, it iF ~aia that it oourF out rain. If it iP in "-

alantin~ poFlt1on, it 1~ ~eld thet it pourP out d1PeRPe. The 

o.ayp of the monthP arE-: knovn eana ~:r~ even covntee1 Flo thRt the m 

monthe of winter, autu.r.Jn, ~print., FUrnr.1er, My he known, SLF vel.l 

&P. the time for plout_hint, weed.lnt:;, for ea tint, the :t'l:rPt frui tP 
' 

for hArvePtin~, for cq~trqt1nt bullF, for aoport1on1n~ good~ of 

decea~ea perr-onP anu for burnint veld lra~P. 

J..ccorulng t the Batlh8::1ne tribe, it iP n taboo for woz•!en 

ana ~1rle to to to the c~ttle kraal when 1t 1P nPw Moon. 

Phould. not play outPide l!hen it 1f! ne-,.. moon alPo. Children 

a~ain Fhoulct not ~aze at the moon when it if' full nwon ~na iP 

whliie, bec~nure they 'Will urln· te in the houFe. The rtctrF have 

n~meP Which the BetFORnA have given them. T~ere 1P a ~tar which 

appearP. wr~n the PUn petp. It iFI c~lled the evenlnt Ftnr 'Koua-

diltllelo' (MarP.). 

Fummer. 1 Mmanake 1 (VenuP) 1~ one of the well-knmm PtA.rP. It 

appearP when the r.treakP of colour ana li~ht e~ow at C1Awn, in the 

moth of June. Ite appea.rf\nce means the burnin~ of a flprout 

which 1P Ftlll creen, which liaf' not burned u:o by tre 'Eelernela 1 

(Plelaac o) • 'J:he ntRr burne up anything w~ich 1P treen when it 

come e. The 1 5el~mela' 1~ A ro!a-w1nter star. •s~lemela 1 ir a 

~roup of Pt~rP on the northern Piae. 1 Selemel"' nppearfl \-'hen 

the Pummer Fetfl in. It ale~puearP. in ~inter. n'he n it Pet F , 

the plente become P1nt!ea. 1 D1kolorle 1 ('Ihe Three Sipterfll). They 

are t~ree fltRrP which follow each other. Tht'Y Rre cnlled 

1Dikolobe 1 (pi~P) becauPe they follow each other in a line like 

~hey are in the north Plae like 1 oelemelA 1 • 

..... 
'Mol~o~hoijiWo'(The Milky nay). It 1naicate~ the movement 

of the time P. Mphatlhalele (Venuf: aP I!1nrr1nt:: Ft'!lr). Thii! 

iP a 1· rge Pt~r which Appe~rF At dawn. 

'Dipabi' are yellow animair= which liP. on the fouth. In 

winter they croPF eac~ other, the one coming to ~ettl~ ~~~re the 

other one 'WAP. the big one iP ~ Flgn of winter ~nu th~ other 
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'l'hr: etarr.- l-<hich r:hoot in thE! n1tt,ht tir1e 

are a ~l~_n of tl"e d.f.:ath or "' cl"tl('f. 

t~en they burn Lhemrelve~ up &LAin. 

Lightn1ni!; cones from 

the Pea which h<P. hot ~ater. 1 5erogabalopo' 1R A. Pir;n nf l""a1n, 

when it ~~ to fall and w~en it ir to Ptop. • ~ec:.uzaeei.i' (~ teol"") 

1~· the tottel""1n~ of the foundation of the eqrth. r,.,in it i1=' 

iP th~ clouan of the rain ~hlch f~llP. R~in 1F th~ cloud~ and 

it ie uod who mak~F it to rn1n. People cquAe rB1n to fall by 

praying for it BnQ l.heT'e Ftre alf'o (ralnm~kerp, w1 tchooctfJJ"F) 

who JM.ke r~ln. 'lhey CAUFe 1 t to fRll. If ~ widower m~rr1eP a 

Ir an ept~te 

• ie apportioned. in Fummr.r, T'ain wont f~ll. If a houFe iF d1l!lo-

lif'hea. in Fr:J.'ru!ler, roln will not fall. 

adulter), it ~ill not rqin. 'lh~ Bet.S\olltna Pay thAt bu~he~ Phould 

not be cJ.rPiltn when it bec!.nr to rain. You nu,:;t not ~o to rnilk 

createu by God anL the Eeq i~ t~P tArnin· tlnn of the e~rth. The 

~onnt~lnF. th~y Pay, 1r where the earth WA~ raiFecJ.. The ri vet•P 

it iP- pqia ;.·ere made by Uod who cAtH'ed the waterF to flow into 

the rea, anu cRured the fi~h to live ln them. Wf'leT'e the l~kerr 

came into exiFtence it 1F P~ld, 1F where depr~FFionr occurred 

to that the anlm"lP ~1tht ~e~ water to drink. In the Parne ~Ay, 
• 

rain-water poolP were aleo m~.ue by Go<.l. The fountP.inP they Fay, 

<:Jre the eye of the earth where water 1P ne,r A!'ld it broke throuth 

to a '-~ove the purfllcf: And 1 t flowea. 

country lo VAl river (~oka e TP~etlhA). 

RAbotr.he ana one at ~oxoje. 

There 1e a fo~nt~in et 

~- It haP itF or1sln from the PpiritP who 11vPd in the 
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caves. lt lP. not lrell r-no....-n l-ho the lllAker of 1 t tfRF. It itt 

kindled by meanP of the wood of i.h< 1 nokurubAna 1 trl'e and 'kono! 

or the eawduEt of the • rnokurubana'. J.'ire "'"'P k1neilf"d by the 

prcce rP. of rubblnt;. I'' ire 1 e rn•.ae flVeryt.·t'lire And there 1 ~ no 

plnce w~~re it ie re~··rctea vith dre~d. fire iF nrt taken out 

of the houF.f!· Rt nitht Ana it ir not t .ken 1nt1• the houFe at nlt:.ht. 

There 1F wood \o;h1ch 1P. never upect for fire e.t,. 1 Mf'!'"ObP 1 buPh, 

1 t.tH badimolek.Ane' , 'r:otlop1 1
•, an~ • nodi holok.J~ 1 • It ie not right 

to ~llow milk to arop on to the fir~, A perpon too ~houla not 

blow hir nope on to t.he fire. If fire ill' I!I"~Oe· of wood, tht-

wood rannot l~ tak~n t.o ~trengthen AnothPr ~Jrnint fire without 

haviht the~ f.rFt Ppit Upcn. nP rlJIY not .1urnn ove~ the fire, 

Rnd it c nnot be p•1t out ldth \oO•·ter by n ner-Fon lliho "''lll.P not horn 

1n '~en 1t WA¥ rainlnl. ihere 1r lire which ir k1~dled by the 

oralnJtry perro!'lr. Anothrr t'ire 1r th:.t of t.he F·;irlt.P "'~"'ic-P'I 

cAnnot be P.etln, vh1ch nev~rtheletzf' bnrnf' R nerFon. ~hAn boyF 

Fli. at t.he fire, thP.y r1t on their h'IUnch~;F, thf'l bit-t€>" oneF r~ll 

on the th~lr kneeF. ~h~ m~n Fit on Pt.onlr. UlrlP Pit ~lth· 

~omen Fit on 

Fkln r~t.P ~lth th· lr l~tr folaect or ~ith thrir l~g~ PLr~tchect. 

S!'jOi;e. Lr.toke l r: 'WJ\ t.er l-hlcl" tried U;J on t.h wnoct or 1n 

th· lnten~lty of t.r.e lire. Anythint th~t. comE·P ·in contAct ll!.th 

~~ter, ana th~t ~rich ~~ter enterP into it, orlglnqteP frrim the 

liRt.er, A t.oat. ir- vRt.t-r hf!CRUPe 1tP hair ~rowr on the go~t. lllnd 

bf'C8UPe its flt:Fh iP \.'Rt~r. lf you hm•n lt, it fl'T"•it.F Fnoke 

becau Pe \.A ttr produce P ~moke when 1 t feel F fir€. • Sriloke iF tP'Ie 

Ftear.t ot t.h~ w&.ter when it fP.f•lF thf-t flJ't''. lrnn ctoeF not erit 

ttr:ne doeF not emit rmokf> 

bec~uP.e it 1P not 1o:At.E'r. 1t )ou hf:IJTU'!ier a Ptone, PpEtrkr A:re 

throloln off bt: CkU P€ !. t 1 f' dry. '.i:htt t i P R F' if., 'l t.t"R t f i 're 1 F' r1QQe 

f e-tone. 
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