THERE WILL BE NO DEATH:
EXEGETICAL EVALUATION OF THE CONCEPTS

OF LIFE AND DEATH
IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION

by
Stefanus Hermanus Rudolph
presented
as fulfilment of the requirements for the degree
Philosophiae Doctor
in the field of
New Testament studies
at the Faculty of Theology
University of Pretoria

PRETORIA

April 2005

Promoter: Prof. JG van der Watt

© University of Pretoria



Dedicated to:
Alta, Nardus and Wiehan

LKAl 6 OdvaTas ovk éoTal €Tl oUTe mévbos oUTeE
kpavy? obTe movos olk €oTal ETL,

[6TL] Ta mpdTa dTAA6av. (Rev 21:4b)

AU 1 dvdoTaots 1 TPWTT.
Hakdplos kal dylos 6 éxwy pépos év T dvaoTdoel TH mpdTy’

¢m ToUTwr O 8eUTepos BdvaTos ovk éxel é€ovoiav. (Rev 20:5b-6ab)




+

5

A 4

UNIVERSITEIT VAN PRETORIA
UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA
YUNIBESITHI YA PRETORIA

Foreword

I would like to make use of the opportunity to thank everybody who enabled me to

compose and present this study:

My wife Alta and our two sons, Nardus and Wiehan, for all your prayers, support
and understanding during some very long hours of study.

The rest of my family for their support and prayers during these years of study.
Professor Jan du Rand. You awaken a passion for the Book of Revelation in the
hearts of everyone learning from you.

Professor Jan van der Watt. Your knowledge, support patience is without
comparison. Your love for the study of the New Testament, and specifically
Johannine literature, is contagious.

My colleagues and the congregation of Pietermaritzburg-North. Thank you for
understanding and supporting. I hope I can plough something of this back into
the church of the Lord Jesus.

The library at the University of Kwazulu Natal (Pietermaritzburg). Thank you for
letting me use your facilities.

The staff at the library of the University of Pretoria. Thank you for the
willingness to help me with information, even whist I am situated more than 500
kilometres away.

Thank you, Lord Jesus, for the ability and opportunity to write this and for the life

without end you promise. Blessed is everyone who knows and has this life.



+

5

A 4

IVERSITEIT VAN PRETORIA
VERSITY OF PRETORIA
IBE

UN
UNIVE
YUNIBESITHI YA PRETORIA

CONTENTS

Abbreviations
1. Abbreviations with regard to books and series used
2. Abbreviations with regard to the Bible

3. Abbreviations with regard to other sources

Chapter 1:  Introduction
1. Revelation: a message of hope
2. Anoverview of research on the subject
i. With regard to resurrection
ii. With regard to life metaphors (e.g. the Tree of Life)
iii. The Lamb of God in Revelation
iv. The four living creatures
v. Life in the church and the end times
3. Reason for this study
4. Approach to this study

Chapter 2:  Life and death in the Old Testament
1. Importance of the Old Testament for Revelation
2. Life and death in the Ancient Near East

2.1. Life in the ANE
2.2. Death in the ANE
3. Life and death in the Old Testament
3.1. The sovereign God controls life
3.2. Life in the Old Testament
3.2.1. Life as being alive in body
3.2.2. God and life
3.2.3. The life of the king
3.2.4. Life is not just physical life
3.3. Life, death and mortality
3.4. Death in the Old Testament

Xviii
XViii
XX

XXii

O 0 9 O O O D W =

l\)l\)l\)t\)l\)'—‘b—lv—-ﬂv-a—‘;—nu—-;—-\-—l
LN A WD O O N R W e



+

5

A 4

IVERSITEIT VAN PRETORIA
VERSITY OF PRETORIA
IBESITHI YA PRETORIA

~—cc

N
NIVE
UNIB

3.4.1. Death or life
3.4.2. Accepting death
3.5. The realm of Death in the Old Testament
3.5.1. Sheol and death as partners
3.5.2. Going down to Sheol
3.6. Life and death as relational concepts in the Old Testament
3.6.1. The Law as a guide to life
3.6.2. Relational life can be regained
3.6.3. Life as a relationship in prophetic literature
3.6.4. Life in the Wisdom literature
3.6.5. Life and worship in the Old Testament
3.7. Resurrection in the Old Testament?
Excursion 1: The day of the Lord as a metaphor for
life or death.
Excursion 2: Immortality or resurrection?

3.8. Conclusion on life and death in the Old Testament

Chapter 3:  Jewish Apocalyptic thought on life and death
1. Background
2. The concept of eternal life in Jewish Apocalyptic
2.1. Ethical piety and life
2.2. Life as a relationship with God
2.3. Eternal life in early Judaism
3. The death-concept in the apocalyptic and early Judaism
3.1. Death and eternal punishment
3.2. Sheol in apocalyptic literature

4. Conclusion

Chapter 4:  Life and death in the New Testament
1. Background
2. Life in the New Testament
2.1. The life of Jesus in the Synoptic Gospels and life

26
26
28
28
29
31
31
32
33
33
34
34

35
38
41

43
44
45
45
46
47
48
48
49
50

52
52
52
54

ii



+

5

A 4

IVERSITEIT VAN PRETO
VERSITY OF PRETO
IBESITHI YA PRETO

~—cc

N RIA
NIVE RIA
UNIB RIA

2.1.1. The miracles of life Jesus performed

2.1.2. The teachings on life by Jesus

2.1.3. The resurrection of Jesus as a life-giving occurrence

2.2. The Johannine concept of {w1} aldvios
2.2.1. What the {wn aidvios meant for John

2.2.2. Jesus’ miracles of life

2.2.3. (wn aidvios and the relationship with God

2.3. Pauline thought on life

3. Death and the realm of Death in the New Testament
3.1. Death in the New Testament
3.2. The realm of the dead

4. Conclusion: life vs. death in the New Testament

Chapter 5:  Life and death in Revelation: a survey
1. Background
2. Genre: Apocalypse or Prophecy?
3. The message of Revelation in short
a. Hope for the church amidst crisis

b. Hope for the church in the future

c. Hope because God reigns victorious forever and ever

4. Eschatology in Revelation: was, is, or to be?
5. Life and death in Revelation

5.1.  God and life

5.2.  The living Lamb

5.3.  Physical life and death

5.4.  Eternal life [and death] and spiritual life [and death]

5.5. The death of Death

6. Summary

Chapter 6: The One who is: God and life in Revelation
1. Revelation’s portrayal of God
1.1. The incomparable God

55
55
56
59
59
60
61
62
63
63
65
67

69
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
77
78
78
79
79

81
81
82

iii



+

5

A 4

IVERSITEIT VAN PRETO
VERSITY OF PRETO
IBESITHI YA PRETO

~—cc

N RIA
NIVE RIA
UNIB RIA

1.2. The God beyond time

1.3. The sovereign Ruler

1.4. Summary on God in Revelation

. God and life

2.1. The living God in Revelation

2.1.1.

2.1.2.

The living God in the theophany of Revelation 4
i) What is the context?
ii) What is in the text?
a) Syntactical analysis
b) “He who lives forever and ever”
¢) The living Creator and King
iii) Is there anything else playing a role in
understanding the text?
a) The faithful God who promises life
b) Worship supposes life
iv) Summary on the living God in Revelation 4
The living God’s seal: Revelation 7:2
i) What is the context?
ii) What is in the text?
a) Syntactical analysis
b) Seal of the living God

Excursion 3: Who does the 144 000 represent?

iii) Is there anything else playing a role in
understanding the text?

iv) Summary on the living God in Revelation 7:2

.3. An oath in the name of the One that lives forever

i) What is the context?
ii) What is in the text?
a) Syntactical analysis
b) Textual criticism
c) Swearing by the God who lives forever

d) There is no time left

83
84
86
86
87
88
88
91
91
92
94

95
96
96
99
100
100
102
102
103
105

108
108
109
109
110
110
111
112
114

iv



+

5

A 4

IVERSITEIT VAN PRETORIA
VERSITY OF PRETORIA
IBE

UN
UNIVE
YUNIBESITHI YA PRETORIA

iii) Summary on 2.1.3
2.1.4. The wrath of the One that lives forever: Rev 15:7
i) What is the context?
ii) What is in the text?
a) Syntactical analysis

b) Textual criticism

Page

116
117
117
118
118
119

¢) Victoriously worshipping the righteous God 119

d) The wrath of God in righteousness
iii) Summary on the wrath of the living God
Excursion 4: The Téooapa {@a in Revelation

2.2. Summary on the living God in Revelation

Chapter 7:  The Living Lamb
1. The portrayal of Jesus in Revelation
1.1. Jesus as Redeemer
1.2. Jesus as Conqueror
1.3. Jesus as Sovereign Ruler and Judge
1.4. Summary on Jesus in Revelation
2. Jesus and life in Revelation
2.1. The living Lamb in Revelation
2.1.1. Jesus as 0 mpwTdTOKOS TGV vekpav (Rev 1:5)
i) What is the context?
Excursion 5: The Divine Trinity in Revelation
ii) What is in the text?
c¢) Syntactical analysis
d) Firstborn from the dead?
iii) Is there anything else playing a role in
understanding the text?
a) Jesus asthe 6 pdpTus, 0 MOTOS
b) The doxology to Jesus: Rev 1:5d-6
iv) Summary: Jesus as 6 TPWTOTOKOS TGV VEKPGY

2.1.2. The One on the cloud who has been pierced

121
123
124
126

128
128
130
131
133
134
135
135
135
135
137
138
138
139

142
142
143
145
146



+

5

A 4

IVERSITEIT VAN PRETORIA
VERSITY OF PRETORIA
IBESITHI YA PRETORIA

~—cc

N
NIVE
UNIB

i) What is the context?

ii) What is in the text?
a) Syntactical analysis
b) He who was pierced

iii) Summary on Revelation 1:7

.3. He who was dead is alive (Rev 1:18b and 2:8)

i) The context of Revelation 1:9-20

ii) What is in the text?
a) Syntactical analysis of Revelation 1:17-18
b) Revelation 1:18b
c) Syntactical analysis of Revelation 2:8b-9
d) Revelation 2:8
e) Jesusas 0 {Gv: Revelation 1:18a

iii) Is there anything else playing a role in

understanding the text?

iv) Summary on the One who was dead

. The Lamb who has been slaughtered (Rev 5)

i) What is the context?

ii) The text of Revelation 5
a) Textual variants
b) Syntactical analysis of Revelation 5:5-6
¢) Revelation 5:5-6
d) Syntactical analysis of Revelation 5:9-12
e) Revelation 5:9-12
f) Is Revelation 4-5 also the pivot for life

and death?

iii) Summary on the slaughtered Lamb

. The place where our Lord was crucified (Rev 11:8)

i) What is the context?
ii) Where our Christ was crucified
a) Syntactical analysis

b) The city where the Lord was crucified

146
147
147
148
149
149
149
151
151
152
155
156
157

159
160
161
161
163
163
164
165
170
171

175
175
176
176
178
178
178

vi



+

5

A 4

IVERSITEIT VAN PRETO
VERSITY OF PRETO
IBESITHI YA PRETO

~—cc

N RIA
NIVE RIA
UNIB RIA

iii) Summary on Revelation 11:8
2.1.6. Conquering by the blood of the Lamb (Rev 12:11)
i) What is the context?
ii) To conquer by the blood of the Lamb
a) Syntactical analysis
b) Salvation by the blood of the Lamb
iii) Summary on the text of Revelation 12:11
2.1.7. The slaughtered Lamb of Revelation 13?
a) Syntactical analysis
b) Looking like the slaughtered lamb
Excursion 6: The beast and the 666 in Revelation 13:18
2.2. Summary on the Living Lamb

Chapter 8:  Physical life and death in Revelation
1. Physical life
1.1. Life in relationship to God
1.1.1. Christ amidst his church on earth (Rev 1:12-13)
i) What is the context?
ii) Christ is with us
a) Syntactical analysis
b) The glorious Son of Man with his church
iii) Summary
1.1.2. The ethical call to the churches (Rev 2-3)
a) A spiritual preparation in this life
b) Redemption and ethics
1.1.3. The two witnesses (Rev 11:3-14)
1.1.4. Summary on physical life in Revelation
2. Physical death
2.1. Death through martyrdom
2.1.1. Antipas the faithful one (Rev 2:13)
i) What is the context?

ii) Antipas, 6 pdpTus pov, 6 TMOTES POV

180
181
181
182
182
183
186
186
187
188
190
192

194
194
195
195
195
196
196
196
198
198
198
200
201
204
204
205
206
206
207

vii



2.1.2.

2.1.3.

2.1.4.

2.1.5. The evil attack on the faithful (Rev 13:7, 10, 15)

+

5

A 4

IVERSITEIT VAN PRETORIA
VERSITY OF PRETORIA
IBESITHI YA PRETORIA

~—cc

N
NIVE
UNIB

a) Syntactical analysis
b) Killed for his faith
iii) Summary on Antipas’ death
The souls of the martyrs (Rev 6:9-11)
ii) What is the context?
ii) The souls of the martyrs
a) Syntactical analysis
b) Souls in heaven
¢) Slain witnesses
iii) Summary on the souls of the martyrs
Death of the witnesses (Rev 11:7-11)
a) Syntactical analysis
b) Martyred witnesses
¢) Resurrected witnesses
d) Summary
Willing to die for Christ (Rev 12:11c)

i) Context of Revelation 13:1-18

Excursion 7: The trinity of evil

2.1.6.

Excursion 8: The seven beatitudes of Revelation
2.1.7. The blood of the faithful (Rev 16:6; 17:6; 18:24)

ii) Persecution by Satan’s agents

a) Waging war against God’s people

b) Destined to be killed

¢) They who do not worship the beast

iii) Summary on the persecution
Blessed are the ones dying (Rev 14:13)
i) What is the context?

ii) The ones dying in the Lord

a) Syntactical analysis

b) A beatitude for the faithful who die

iii) Summary on Revelation 14:13

viii

207
207
210
210
210
212
212
213
214
215
216
216
216
219
221
221
223
223
223
226
226
228
229
231
231
231
232
232
233
235
236
237



+

5

A 4

IVERSITEIT VAN PRETORIA
VERSITY OF PRETORIA
IBESITHI YA PRETORIA

~—cc

N
NIVE
UNIB

i) Revelation 16:6
a) Context
b)  The blood of the faithful
ii) Revelation 17:6
a) Context
b)  The blood of the faithful being drunk
iii) Revelation 18:24
a) Context
b) Babylon guilty of shedding the blood
iv) Summary on the blood of the faithful
2.1.8. God’s wrath for the death of the faithful (Rev 19:2)
i) Context
ii) God’s righteous judgment in Rev 19:2
iii) Summary on Revelation 19:2
2.1.9. Summary on martyrdom in Revelation
2.2. Death in the world
2.2.1. Killing of Jezebel’s children (Rev 2:23)
i) Context
ii) What is in the text?
a) Syntactical analysis
b) The seductive Jezebel
¢) A deadly sickbed
iii) Summary on Revelation 2:23
2.2.2. Opening of the first four seals (Rev 6:1-8)
i) Context of the first four seals
ii) Death when the seals are opened
a) First seal: a conqueror conquering more
b) Second seal: war and killing
¢) Fourth seal: Death bringing death
iii) Summary on the text of Revelation 6:1-8
2.2.3. Killing when the trumpets blow (Rev 8:9-11)
i) Context

ix

238
238
239
241
241
242
244
244
245
246
247
247
248
250
250
251
251
251
252
252
253
254
256
256
256
257
258
259
261
263
264
264



+

5

A 4

IVERSITEIT VAN PRETORIA
VERSITY OF PRETORIA
IBESITHI YA PRETORIA

~—cc

N
NIVE
UNIB

ii) The final trumpets sound for creation
a) Syntactical analysis
b) When the trumpets sound
c) Death when the trumpet sound
d) Death when a star falls
iii) Summary of the text
2.2.4. People want to die but can’t (Rev 9:5, 6)
i) Context
ii) Searching for death
a) Syntactical analysis
b) God’s tormenting judgment
¢) Longing for death
d) Is there another chance?
iii) Who is Abaddon or Apollyon?
iv) Summary on death in the fifth trumpet plague

266
266
267
268
268
270
271
271
272
272
273
275
276
277
278

2.2.5. Killer plagues at the sixth trumpet (Rev 9:15, 18, 20) 279

i) Context
ii) Killing with fire and smoke and sulphur
a) Then the angels were released
b) Deadly plagues
c¢) Still no repentance
iii) Summary on the sixth trumpet-plague
2.2.6. Killing of those that torment the witnesses (11:5, 13)
2.2.7. People dying from drinking blood (Rev 16:3)
i) Context
ii) Pouring death into the sea
a) Syntactical analysis
b) Death in the sea
iii) Summary on the second bowl

2.2.8. Summary on physical death in the world

. Other occurrences of life and death in Revelation

3.1. Falling down as if dead (Rev 1:17)

279
280
280
282
283
286
287
290
290
290
290
291
292
293
294
294



+

5

A 4

UNIVERSITEIT VAN PRETORIA
UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA
YUNIBESITHI YA PRETORIA

3.2. The selling of living beings (Rev 18:13)
3.3. The desires of Babylon’s soul (Rev 18:14)

4. Summary on physical life and death in Revelation

Chapter 9:  Eternal life and spiritual life [or death]

1. They who have real life

1.1. Life in the churches of Asia-Minor

1.1.1.

1.1.2.

Life in Ephesus: a fainting torch
a) Saved by grace
b) Lost in love and losing their lamp
Life in Smyrna: to live in the face of death
a) Faithful unto death

b) Receiving a crown of life

. Life in Pergamum: a tale of two lives

a) Having life, but...
b) Eating the wrong sacrifices

¢) Promises of hidden manna and white stones

. Life in Thyatira: trying to live next to Jezebel

a) Going forward but struggling with Jezebel

b) The morning star for a king

. Life in Sardis: the living dead

a) Life is more than just a word
b) Repent and find life again

¢) A promise of white garments

. Life in Philadelphia: hanging on in faith

a) Greetings from the One who has the key
b) A pillar of strength with a threefold name

. Life in Laodicea: the in-between people

a) The true and faithful, the Amen
b) Lukewarm Christians

c¢) Even Laodicea has hope!

.8. Summary on life in the churches

Xi

295
296
297

299
299
300
301
302
302
305
305
306
308
309
310
311
312
312
313
315
315
316
317
319
320
321
323
323
324
325
327



1.2.

1.3.

1.4.

1.5.

+

5

A 4

IVERSITEIT VAN PRETORIA
v SSITY OF PRETORIA
I

UN
UNIVE
YUNIBESITHI YA PRETORIA

Washing one’s clothes in the blood of the Lamb
i) Washing clothes to stay alive (Rev 7:14, 17)
a) Syntactical analysis
b) A holy multitude
¢) White garments and red blood
ii) Summary
The Book of Life: to be or not to be there
1.3.1. Not being in the Book of Life (Rev 13:8; 17:8)
a) Syntactical analysis
b) Those whose names have not been written
¢) The interpretation of dmd kaTaBoiis
KOG [LOV
1.3.2. Judgment according to the Book of Life
(Rev 20:12, 15; 21:27)
i) Context of Revelation 20:1-15
ii) The Book of Life in judgment
a) Syntactical analysis
b) The Book of Life
iii) Summary
1.3.3. Summary on the Book of Life
First-fruits of the kingdom
i) Context
ii) The text of Revelation 14:4
a) Syntactical analysis
b) The 144 000 on Mount Zion
¢) They were purchased from the earth
iii) Summary
Conquerors of the beast (Rev 15:2)
i) Context
ii) Those who have conquered the beast
a) Syntactical analysis

b) Conquerors by the sea

328
328
328
329
330
332
333
333
334
335

336

338
338
339
339
339
342
343
343
343
344
345
345
346
348
348
348
349
349
349

Xii



+

5

& iR e i

Page

iii) Summary 351

1.6. Summary on real life in Revelation 351
2. The judgment of God over life and death 352
Excursion 9: God as Judge of the world 353

2.1. The kairos-moment (Rev 11:18) 356
i) Context of Revelation 11:15-18 356

ii) The kairos-moment for the world 356

a) Syntactical analysis 357

b) The moment of judgment 358

¢) Judgment in righteousness 359

iii) Summary 360

2.2. Judgment by the One on the cloud (Rev 14:14-20) 361
i) Context 361

ii) Judgment by the Son of Man 362

a) Syntactical analysis 362

b) Harvesting the world 363

iii) Summary on the judgment scene 365

2.3. Prince on the white horse (Rev 19:13, 21) 366
i) Context 366

ii) Conquering Prince 367

a) Syntactical analysis 367

b) The divine warrior with bloodstained clothes 367

iii) Killing in judgment 369

a) Syntactical analysis 369

b) The text of Revelation 19:19-21 370

iv) Summary 372

2.4. Death giving back the dead (Rev 20:13) 373
i) Revelation 20:13 373

ii) Summary 375

2.5. A second death for the dead (Rev 2:11; 20:6, 14; 21:8)? 375
i) Context 375

a) Revelation 20:1-10 376



+

5

A 4

IVERSITEIT VAN PRETORIA
VERSITY OF PRETORIA
IBESITHI YA PRETORIA

~—cc

N
NIVE
UNIB

b) Revelation 20:11-15
c) Revelation 21:1-8
ii) The second death
a) Syntactical analysis of Revelation 20:5-6
b) A first resurrection and a second death?
Excursion 10: Views on the millennium
c) Syntactical analysis of Revelation 21:8
d) Eternal destiny of the world
e) Eternal death or eternal torment?
iii) Summary

2.6. Summary on the judgment over life and death

. Hell and the realm of death in Revelation

3.1. Death and Hades in Revelation

377
377
377
378
378
379
384
384
385
386
387
388
388

3.1.1. Who really controls Death and Hades (Rev 1:18¢)? 389

3.1.2. Death and Hades on the warpath (Rev 6:8)

3.1.3. The end for Death and Hades (Rev 20:13-14)

3.1.4. Summary on Death and Hades in Revelation

3.2. The Lake of Fire in Revelation

3.2.1. The dragon-devil in the abyss (Rev 20:1, 3)
a) Syntactical analysis
b) Satan under house arrest?
¢) Where Satan was really defeated
d) Parole after a thousand years
e) Isthe abyss the Lake of Fire?

3.2.2. The Lake of Fire (Rev 19:20; 20:10, 14-15; 21:8)
a) Syntactical analysis of Revelation 19:20
b) A lake filled with fire?
c) Syntactical analysis of Revelation 20:10
d) Progressive casting into the Lake of Fire?
e) Removal of all evil completed

f) Are the eternal dead really dead?

392
394
396
397
397
398
399
400
401
402
403
403
404
405
406
408
409

Xiv



+

5

A 4

IVERSITEIT VAN PRETORIA
VERSITY OF PRETORIA
IBESITHI YA PRETORIA

~—cc

N
NIVE
UNIB

3.2.3. What is the dmwreta in Revelation 17:8, 117

i) Context of Revelation 17

ii) The beast destined for the dmwieta
a) Syntactical analysis
b) Destined to be destroyed
¢) The beast unmasked?

iii) Summary

3.3. Summary on the realm of death in Revelation

4. Summary on eternal life and death in Revelation

Chapter 10: The endless life where death exists no more
1. The first resurrection
i) Context
ii) Blessed are the resurrected (Rev 20:4-6)
a) Coming to life in the first resurrection
b) No second resurrection!
¢) Who is resurrected?
d) When are they resurrected?
iii) Summary
2. There will be no death...
i) Context
ii) No death anymore (Rev 21:4)
a) Syntactical analysis
b) No death
c¢) Only life
iii) Summary
3. Providing the water of life
i) Context
a) Revelation 21:1-8
b) Revelation 21:9-22:9
¢) Revelation 22:10-20
ii) The water of life (Rev 21:6-7; 22:1; 22:17)

XV

410
410
411
411
412
413
414
415
416

418
419
419
420
421
422
423
425
425
426
426
427
427
427
430
431
431
432
432
432
433
434



1.

+

5

A 4

IVERSITEIT VAN PRETORIA
VERSITY OF PRETORIA
IBESITHI YA PRETORIA

~—cc

N
NIVE
UNIB

Xvi

Page
a) Syntactical analysis of Revelation 21:6-7 434
b) Receiving the water of life freely 435
¢) Syntactical analysis of Revelation 22:1
and 22:17 437
d) An invitation to drink 438
€) The real source of living water 438
iii) Summary 439
4. The tree of life is back!! 440
i) The tree of life in the New Jerusalem 440
a) Syntactical analysis of Revelation 22:2 441
b) The tree of life in the New Jerusalem 442
¢) Syntactical analysis of Revelation 22:14 443
d) The tree of life is only for the saints 443
e) Syntactical analysis of Revelation 22:18-19 444
f) Losing your share of the tree of life? 445
ii) Summary 446
5. A case of God’s continued presence 446
a) Life in God’s new world 447
b) God is in the New Jerusalem 447
¢) God’s perfect presence in a perfect
relationship 449
d) No temple where God lives? 450
e) God’s everlasting light 451
6. Summary 452
Chapter 11: Conclusion: 454
God is Life 454
1.1. God is the eternal living God 454
1.2. God is the Giver of life 455
Christ and Life 456
2.1. Victory by the Messiah! 457
2.2. Christ’s death [and life] brings life 458



2.3. Christ as the Decider on life
3. The never-ending life in Revelation
3.1. Physical life [or death] in Revelation
3.2. Eschatological life [or death]
3.3. Life in God’s all-encompassing presence

4. Life: a central concept in Revelation

Annexure:
Al
A2
A3
B.1

Bibliography

Xvii

459
460
460
460
462
464

466
467
468
469

474



ITEIT YAN PRETO
SITY OF PRETO
SITHI YA PRETO

IVERS RIA 111
LA Xviii
RIA

ABBREVIATIONS

1. Abbreviations with regard to books and series used:

AB
ABD
AV
BECNT
BES
BHS
BIS
BNTC
BRT
CBQ
ET
EWNT
GNB
GNS
HTKNT
HThS
ICC
JBL
JSNTSS
JTS
JTSA
KJV
LLS
LXX
MT
MNTC
NAV
NCB
NGTT
NICNT

Anchor Bible (Commentaries)

Anchor Bible Dictionary

Authorized Version of the Bible

Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament
Biblical Encounters Series

Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia

Biblical Interpretation Series

Black’s New Testament Commentaries

Baptist Review of Theology

Catholic Biblical Quarterly

Expository Times

Exegetisches Worterbuch zum Neuen Testament
Good News Bible: Today’s English Version

Good News Studies

Herders Theologischer Kommentar zum Neuen Testament
Harvard Theological Studies

International Critical Commentaries

Journal of Biblical Literature

Journal of the Study of the New Testament Supplement Series
Journal of Theological Studies

Journal of Theology for Southern Africa

King James Version of the Bible

Logos Library Systems

Septuagint

Masorete Text

Moffatt New Testament Commentaries

Nuwe Afrikaanse Vertaling van die Bybel (1983)
New Century Bible (Commentaries)

Nederduitse Gereformeerde Teologiese Tydskrif

New International Commentary on the New Testament



NICOT
NIDNTT
NIDOTTE

NIGTC
Nov Test
NTC
NTL
NTS
NTT
OBT
OTL
PNT
POT
SJSJ
Sup NT
SNTS
SOED
TDNT
TDOT
TNTC
TPI
UBS
UPTS
WBC
WTJ
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New International Commentary on the Old Testament
New International Dictionary of New Testament Theology
New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology and
Exegesis

New International Greek Testament Commentary

Novum Testamentum

New Testament Commentaries (Baker)

New Testament Library

New Testament Studies

New Testament Theology Series

Overtures to Biblical Theology

Old Testament Library

De Prediking van het Nieuwe Testament

De Prediking van het Oude Testament

Supplements to the Journal for the Study of Judaism
Supplements to Novum Testamentum

Society for New Testament studies

Shorter Oxford English Dictionary

Theological Dictionary of the New Testament

Theological Dictionary of the Old Testament

The Tyndale New Testament Commentaries

Trinity Press International (New Testament commentaries)
United Bible Societies

Universiteit van Pretoria Teologiese Studies

Word Biblical Commentaries

Westminster Theological Journal
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2. Abbreviations with regard to Books of the Bible referred to:
Old Testament (OT) New Testament (NT)
Gen Genesis Matt Matthew
Ex Exodus Mark Mark
Lev Leviticus Luke Luke
Num Numbers John John
Deut Deuteronomy Acts Acts of the Apostles
Josh Joshua Rom Romans
Judg Judges 1 Cor 1 Corinthians
1 Sam 1 Samuel 2 Cor 2 Corinthians
2 Sam 2 Samuel Gal Galatians
1 Kgs 1 Kings Eph Ephesians
2 Kgs 2 Kings Phil Philippians
1 Chr 1 Chronicles Col Colossians
2 Chr 2 Chronicles 1 Thess 1 Thessalonians
Ezra Ezra 2 Thess 2 Thessalonians
Neh Nehemiah 1 Tim 1 Timothy
Esth Esther 2 Tim 2 Timothy
Job Job Heb Hebrews
Ps Psalms' Jas James
Prov Proverbs 1 Pet 1 Peter
Eccl Ecclesiasts 2 Pet 2 Peter
S. of Sol. Song of Solomon 1 John 1 John
Isa Isaiah 2 John 2 John
Jer Jeremiah Jude Jude
Lam Lamentations Rev Revelation
Ezek Ezekiel
Dan Daniel
Hos Hosea

" Except where specifically indicated, references to texts within the Psalter are with regard to the BHS.
The LXX will be mentioned specifically when applicable.
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Old Testament (OT) New Testament (NT)
Joel - Joel
Am - Amos
Obad - Obadiah
Jonah - Jonah
Mic - Micah
Nah - Nahum
Hab - Habakkuk
Zeph - Zephaniah
Zech - Zechariah

Mal - Malachi



3. Abbreviations with regard to other sources referred to:

2 Apoc Bar
3 Apoc Bar
1Cl

2Cl

1 En

2 En

3 En

2 Esdr

4 Ezra

4 Kgdms

1 Macc

2 Macc

3 Macc

4 Macc
Apoc Abr
Apoc Eli
Apoc Ezra
Apoc Pet
Apoc Zeph
Asclsa
Bar

Did

Gos Pet
Ign Eph
Jub

Just Dial
Mart Pol
OdesSol
Ps Sol

Sir
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2 Apocalypse of Baruch

3 Apocalypse of Baruch [Greek]
1 Clement

2 Clement

1 Enoch

2 Enoch

3 Enoch

2 Esdras

4 Ezra

4 Kingdoms

1 Maccabees

2 Maccabees

3 Maccabees

4 Maccabees

Apocalypse of Abraham
Apocalypse of Elijah
Apocalypse of Ezra

Apocalypse of Peter
Apocalypse of Zephaniah
Ascension of [saiah

The epistle of Barnabas
Didache

Gospel of Peter

Ignatius: Letter to the Ephesians
The Book of Jubilees

Justin — Dialogue with Trypho
Martyrdom of Polycarp

Odes of Solomon

Psalms of Solomon

The Wisdom of Jesus ben Sirach

Testament of Asher
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Test Jos
Test Jud
Test Levi
Test Mos
Test Sol
Tg Deut
Tg Isa
Tg Job
Tg Jer
Tg Ps
TIsaac
Tob

Wis Sol

Testament of Joseph
Testament of Judah
Testament of Levi
Testament of Moses
Testament of Solomon
Targum Deuteronomy
Targum Isaiah
Targum Job

Targum Jeremiah
Targum Psalms
Testament of Isaac
Tobit

Wisdom of Solomon
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