144 \ -\
T f eh 8

This is the menner in which our c¢hildren are brought
up. The boya grow up as herd boys of cattle end small
stock, They spend their life in herdirg stock; they take
the milk with whioch people eat their food home. They grow
up by bveating each other when they are out in the grazing
lands. They beat sseh other with herd boys of other cattle

posta. That is the way they grow up, +hen they reach a
certain stage jJust bhefore their clirecumcision, a song is sung
the words of which are "Desar me", I nearly died having grown
up 8nd yet uncircumcised®!

That was the praise song of the uncircumcised lads,

They said, “"Msmagwsne a ga phoring kewsne o go tweng Kwawane
ga & mele masimong £8ls, 1le mo tlhakong ya kgomo ws mela®,
That is to say, that they were grown up lade who were resdy
for the achool of clroumcision., They thus remain in this
stets, The uncircumcised lads who had confidence in themselves
prevented the cattle of the younger lads from drinking water,
this being done intentionelly in order to obellenge the older
uneircumcised lads from other. cattle postas to a fight with
sticks,

Boyas and girls grew up in the same way, .in their
childhood they are brought up by their grandfathers snd
grandmothers. They are bery fond of their grandfathers,

The work of a girl as she grows up is grinding, cooking
drawing water, working in the lands and the collecting

of firewood, Those are the duties of girls as they grow
up. #hen the girls and boys have reached the stage of
circumsision it happens thet they fight with each other
for alleeping together, Aas they grow, the girls sleep
together with the boys, The boys do not moleésgt them and
nothing ever goes wrong, They just live togsther as grown
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ups and as yet uncircumcised boys and girls,

If a girl has not yet menstruated for the first
time there is never any trouble, But you will dind that
her mother is always on the look out for her daughter
to ase when she menstruates for the first time, “hen a girl
reports to her mother that "I sm not well", The mother
will ask, "Wwhat is the trouble?" The girl who is in a
state of fright, will make an explanation to her mother,
Then her mother will say to her, "From now onward, you must
never aga.n mix with the boys, anéd you must never sgain
sleep together with them. You must sleep slone in your
blanketa.

Ascording to our ocustom, girls should not wear one
snother's clothea, They say thet thet is detrimental
to one's waist, and that would cause one to guffer and
would affect one during menstruation,

During the Aday, the girls as they grow up, go out
into the rosds to hit the wooden dall with sticks,
running to and fro and csuaing a lot of dust. They change
from this game to one of the skipping rope, saying ss
they play "Kgati a ¢ go tz28n8 ks lepara". At this time
of their yough, they are sent the girla' cersmony of their
age of puberty., They will then be given the nams of their
age group on the.ir return., If the girls had been the
first to go to the ceremony, on their completion, the
boys would go, the same lads who had been sleeping together
with the girls before their eircumcision. The boys now go
out in searech of the 'meretlws' (bush bearing edible berries),
theyeut thin stioks from it sand take them to the chief to
request him to send them to the circumeision sehool.
After that, the parents of the children will get together
and go to see the chief and they will say, "Chief, the
children have grown up, allow them to be taken to the
ceremony of initiation into manhood"™, The ohlef will say.

*] quite understanda" ., 1f the chief is prepared to cause
/th‘m-. s e
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them to pass through the pubetty ceremonies, he will
discuss the matter with hia younger brothers and ask them
if it would Ye possidble to hold the puberty ceremony
Quring the current year. If they agree unsnimously on
the point that it should be held, he will order thst

the lads should be cediected and brought before him on a
specified dste, The lads will then set out for the

veld,

They will remain there for three months, after which
period they will return home, On the day of their coming
cut as initiates, they will be given the name of their age
group., There shsll be whistling sounds all round and
Jubilstions., The 1ads will say, "We have today entered
manhood, wa are men also", They will now sing a war song
on their peturn home and burn their temporsry huts which
had been set up for the puberty seremonies. when they
leave this temporary lodge, no one will look back, ZEvery
one faces in the direction he is going, That is to say,
if you look beock you will become a lunatic and you will
£ind yourself going x bssk to where you came from. If you
should die at the ceireumoision lodge during the pudberty
ceremonies, your mothers will never be informed; they will
keep on preparing food, taking it to the lodge; the father
who it will be within his knowledge that his son is dead,
slsughters a beast saying that he is slaughtering it for
his child at the circumcision lodge, in order that the child's
mother should not know anything sbout it. A woman should
not know thet a lad has d4ied at the circumeisieon lodge, It
is a secret of the men, On the arrivel of the initistes at
home, the women hold the hair of their heads. BEveryone is
not certa.n whether or not her child has come home. Whilst
the women are holding the hairs of their heads in this way,
they are in greast anx.ety, each one sxpecting her ohild
to arrive with the others, The womsn whose child nas died
will see by the megokgsdu (instructors) which carry the
food arriving with wooden vesssls which carry the food,
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The one who oarries that of the desessed will on arrival break
the wooden vessel in the middle of the yard, The women will
then know that the ehild is dead., There will he & gresat
weeping in that laps whilst others are shouting applauses

and rejoice. In order to know thet the initistes have
completed their ceremony, you will see by thoas who carry

the imstructors. They will come having smeared themselves
with whits olay. That is what will show ths people at

home that the initiates have finished their ceremony. During
that night the men and the initiates will eome home with

wood and sgein return to the weld during the night, bdut

not to thea lodge. The wood having arrived, a wall will be
built which will be their plsce of arrival, They will start
a song in the wveld which runs thus: *There are your ehildren,
whom yo; seid we would eat them up®, They are arriving at
home, & horn is sounded, there are loud shouts and apnlauses
from women, When they go into the cattle kraal, food comes
and they are served, snd they eat and old women come with
pots of fat and reéd oshere and species of blacklead used

for mixing with fat to smear them and raszors to shave their
heads, While the initiates are in the sattle kraal, they

are singing praises sengs. Yom hear one saying, "Ga ¢ Jume ,...
tshenepi®, The next morning after meals, they go out of the
eattle krasl, they are glittering from fat and ochre and
blacklead. They go to the veld to hunt game together

and eat them, They are now called 'boys who have just eamerged
from the initimtion sshool’, During these daye they are

being sonfirmed as men.

About Oages.

Cases &t the chief's kgotla are tried by men of the
e¢hief's council. They will consider them and look into
them all round ths echief being pressnt at the kgotls.
Whan they have seen how the case stands, the chief's headman
then places it before the chief and reports how the kgotla
found the case to be liks, They begin to explein that they
have found so and so to be gullty,
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The chief will then give judgment as he thinks it fit,

Then the chief's headman will say to the guilty parties:
"3ons of So and J0, you have been found gullty; you have %o
pay one beast or two. Those who have heen tried will now
go back to their section and sit down and report the
result of the ocass to each other, They will say: “Sons

of So-and 30 of 30 and 3o, "“The chief has given judgment
and we have been found gulldy®., Yow I gsy: "You father of
80 and S¢, let us pay the fine to avoid the punishment from
the chief., The men belonging to the sid will then teke the
beast to court of the shief; the beast is now the chief's,
he is able to Go whatever he plesses with it, If he may say
"Let it be alaughtered™, it will be slaughtered , If he says
he is keeping it, he will 8o so. It is for him to decide,
he is the chilef, in those days the chiefs were very fLumnd
fond of the peonle. These cattle whish are eollectsd from
the people as fines, will be distributed among those who
work with him that they may look after them and use them as
they got no payment from the trike, The ehisf will
sontinually remunerate the ceunsillors, sub-shiefs and men
who are his helpers in keeping order in the villege,

These cattle also which a collected as fines were
known as 'motlo~jewa (those that are to be slaughtered and
saten) Dhecauss they were the eattle the chief picked ocut
%0 slaughter for hia visitors they the onaes the ehief
piocked out from to slsughter for the tribe; they were the
means by whioch the ehief supported hia tridbe; they wers
very useful to the tride., Those who were given these
cattle by the chief had a fres control over them te
use them as they desired. They were in their sharge ag though
they were thelir own although the chief had complete control
over them. Thess cattle were the chest of the tribde
and the psck-oxsn of the tribe, used as the chief and tribe

wishad,

e
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It was the custom of the people in the olden timea,
when they received infomation about enemies which threatened
to attask end plunder their village to send out regiments
after them. Seoret apying parties were sent out to apy the
enemies, the first deed of ocourss being that of getting
s witeh doctor to dootor the ohisf's regiments. The doctor
eomes with 'Dire-ga-di-hone' (medicine), a very important
medicine which is blown on the warriors, It is known as
'Dira~ga~di-bone' (Enemies 80 not see), When the regiments
go out, their sssegais are treated with the mediecines of the
shief whioh protects the village, T™he witeh doctor will
give them a charm whioh they must hit the bull smongst the
cattle when they eome asposs them, which will ecauss the
bull ¢to lead the cattle so that they may not refuse to o
slong. Whan the regiments are already in the veld, the
spying pasrties will go out to apy the enemies so that
they should be able to eross the track of the enemies
withk this medicine in their possession,

The ocustom of Warfare of the olden times was to sttack
by night, That was the prastice,

They attacked st vey early dawn and they could be heard
now and then, The horn of the rosbuck waa sounded, its
sound being stronger than the ordinary shout of the wvoice.

You could see 8 man pilercing the ground with his assegai.

Departed opirits.

The departed spiritsare our forefathers sho communicate
with the sick . %hen s person is sick, it is they of whom
it is often seid, “3laughter an animal f-or him so that tne
departed spirits may help him in his illnesa. Then, if a
sick person happens to bab¥le in his illness, it is asaid
it is the departsd spirits who ere spesking with bim hils
grandfathers and grandmothers. His grandmothers will get

him 'motlhatlha-bedimo' (a shrud burnt to doctor lunatics)
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it is medieine which should be placed under his blasnkets in
his bed, it is made to be his pillow so that the pains mey
subside, #hen he has recovered, it is said that he has
been cured by the departed spirits of his ancestors, There
will then be joy; it will be said, "The departed spirits
of our sncestors have helped him to recover®,

in the veld also, if you happen to t» travelling
scross it and you hear people or voice thet sound as those
of people talking in the forest or in the bushy riverbeds,
it will be said, "It is the departed apirits".

The departed spirits visit the sick manyk times to
spesk te them and from our oreation the departed spirits are
our forefathers. The departed spirits spesk to a person at
the graves slso. They speak. If s person does not bear
children, it is said, he should speak with the departed spirits
and he will be given a ohild, 1f s nerson dies, it is 2
said, “He has been taken away by the departed spirits - his
forefathera.

Ihe art of Dogtoripg.
There was much confidenee placed in the srt of Adoctoring

in the olden times, bdesauase our dooctors knew how to doctor
_and to cure completely. They lesrned the art of doctoring

in & marvellous way, They were able to\help also in the

fields, they knew how to doctor cattle, how to caumse rain

to fall, The most important of all their doctoring wes

that they knew how to docctor the grave to f£ind out the

asuse of one's Jeath, They knew the medicines used to

insure successfdl cattle birth; they protected a village

with charms; they knew how to steal cattle from another

village by means of medicine, They helped women when their

menstruation diseppeared, and cured them until it reasppeared.

They also helped a woman in the difficulties of confinement.

They dug in med.icinal pegs in the country ao that nothing

could destroy it; so that there would be no drought. They
knew how to stupidy a person with their doctoring; they were
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able to ldentify a wizard by medicines; tha/f kié lni to set
snards in the lands by mesns of medicines; they knew‘how
to render anyone unconcious by medicines, For their dostoring
they were paid by means of a beast, Thay were doctors who
were not forcing the art of doctoring upon themj they also
dootored the sparrows which ate up the kaffir corn; they
were really learned psople in the art of doctoring; they
knew how to prewent the hailstorms; they knew how to rebuke
lightning; they knew how to doctor where lightning atruck.

Dance.

3ongs were sung which sceompaniad the dance, Muasic was
supplied by means of reeds which were blown, Cettle were
slaughtered for these dances, The dance continued in
full swing till the evening, both men and women taking
part such songa sas "I ean hold you by the and drew myself
near you" and "1 can hug you and draw myself near you".
Girls would leap forward in front of the young men who are
on the verges of manhood., To & psraon who slesps, it was
indeed pleasant. The chief is present smong his people
he Jolts smong the women; shouts of applause are heard
time and agsin., Bxperts were invigped smong men and women,
Jingling ornaments worn on the legs; a girl weering & roeduck
skin dreass; holding s black and whits lamb ang giving
it first to them; before she left she took aome porridgs
and smoared herself with it; she took her msiden beads and
put them on; she took some buttons and put them on; she
took & waiat ornament and wore it round her wsist; you eould
find them clesn and white, The song they sang run thus,
‘Magethufela oried throughout the night, she kept us out
of sleep. You will & find the young men who are on the
verge of womanhood going to and fro among the wasmm women,
By the way it w88 ..e¢osc¢..,» The men dressed themselves in

stem~buck skin.
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3he says, during the chieftainship of Mabe, the father
of Mostlo Mabe, the country was properly looked after; the
ohieftainship wes atil)l firmly established; the chief was
still in a position to marry many wives according to the
true custom of the Tswana tribe,

Chief Mabe himself had many wives, His first wife is
MantSono of Molokwe; Molokws of Tswane of Rantlha of
Kgasoe.

This wife of the ch.ef was separated from him by the
Matebels war when the Matebele chief, Moseleketse went
through to Bulawayo. 3he had no son then, Her children
were Ngeka ¢ msng and Botsetasseele,

Nthono 1s & boy who stayed behind in the Bakwena
territory, and he is one that 1 cannot descrihe bhecause
during those tikes we were still in the Bakwena country,

Ngaka ¢ mang and Botastseele, the children of the cohief,
were fetehed from 3iga at Legosle's and they stayed there,

it was the first wife of chief Mabe whom the Matebele
took by foree when they passed through from Natal to
Mashoneland in Rhodesis, They never met sgain, that is,
the Rke ehief and his wife, The war swept them away
until it became unknown where they had gone to. That is
why there Zulus who oall themselves the Rédlovus,

The second wife of MsaWwe was Madikeledi the daughter
of Gopanyans - Gopanyane of Jetshogoe &kiXdranx of Ntiwe-
tlingoe., it is then that the children were bhorn

Here are the ohildren of chief Masbe:

1l Moganetsi, 2. Moetlo, 3. Mokgstle L, Keledi their
ister, Mogsnetsi, the sldest son of chief, 4id not rule,

he went away in the direction of the Orange river. it is

not very well known whether or 'not he is slive, It is not
even xnown whethar or not he has children at present, he
disappeared eversinoce that time, Moetlo beoame chief in

the plesce of his elder brother Mogenetsi. Chief Moetlo,

Tshetlha ya sseja dihuba, had children Dy his wives,
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Befor i tell you about chief Moetlo, lat me say that in the
‘lapa’ of Kadixeledi the wife of the chief, there waa s
woman in it whose name was Magefatloe, she atayed in this
'lapa' 83 a maid servant; she also had children by chief
Mabe, These are the children:

1 3efatlhos Msbe, 2 Pitsang Mabe, 3 Mokoks Mgbe,

4 Dinyaloe Mabe, These ere the children of Kebe and

our mother Masefatlhoe who were born in the 'laps' of
Madikeledi, Those ars the chief's children, the children
of chief Mabe of 0ld, when we were still at Makgophe

where chief kabe died, on those 1little mountains of
Makgophe which you see. We are not sble to point out the
locality of the grave today, tecause in ths olden dayas,

it angk wes not something that was care for, But if it
could he known where the cattle kraal wes situated, it
could be est.mated more or less where the grave was, hecause
he was 1laid to reat at Mskgophe,

He is 'Kgosi-s-Matutu-a-Leema-a lLeemana-a-Matutu'; our
chief, we the Batlhako, of Matutu and his wives and children
sccording to their order of birth as far s we know, 1 will
alao tell you the wives of chief Moetlo in their order and
his children in the ehronological order of their birth,
in thoae peaceful times of our forefathers. it must be re-
membered that Moetlo too, Tahetlhasejs-dihuba, waes once a
ruler. “Sekats-ka Pitse, 8 bo nkile ke re o tlhokom818
sentl8 fa ntse ke bus le wena® (His praises). He had
merried wives and had children by them, His childrsn of
the first wife, who was Mamoags, of Legatelle of Molotsi
are:- 1 \Molopyanes, 2 Molelekos 3 Ditlhong 4 Matada
5 Boetekse, They are of the firat house. There are
other wives still, of chlef Mebs of the former dayas
Makoela-a-atlhatlhedi-a-Ntsoedingoe, 3he had two
echildren only by chief Mabe; they were Monnafela le
Mashoegalle. Mapitse elzo was married by the chief,

By her tie chief had children. They were 1 Leotoane
2 Jetedi, 3 D.kgang and two girls, Mpile &nd 3erontasoe,
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Those are the the children of chief Mabe,

Now 1 will come to chief Moetlo, in the houae of
Matshela koena, The cnildren were Tshelakoena and Mo~
dikeledi and Mesdiphuti.

in te houae of Jefepl was born Makgosi and liassars., in
the house of Hathubamakgetla there was Mokgatle the younger
brother of Moetlo., He comes after him. His children are
Tumagole, Miriane and Motseakgosi, they are of the houase
of Mashosdi, e girl of Phokeng.

Again in the second house of Mokgatle, that of Iércki;
wes born Motlhankobhane, Moreki and Nkidi,

There is also the wife of Moetlo, Nkidi of Mosito,

In her hiuse was born Ramokauta and Mskgsbelie .

in the house of Moganetsi, was born sekene, Ntoko

and Mesnyakala,

Ihe Netural .iba of the Betlhako,

Aa far as ws know,
it is the sib of Hamabe, they are together with
Mssogana and Msenyans,
And then there .3 the sib of Homnsng together with Bathari.
» " "o W % Poo together with Maseana,
" . " - » w *® \Jlogale, Baroka, Bapuls & Rantans,
The sib of Tshoana together with Msasudubele.
®* ® % Ropanyane
® w» ¥ Khunou
* % % Nokotsocsna of Thole of Kgomo
And now Mosheng.
There has coms in Leema of Ramoupi with Leema of Tshipi
of Mabe., They sare the important ones in that of Leema
of Ramoupi.
Then there came in Ragoduelo, They are the BaBididi,
LA w % Malete, their totem is the ox.
" . " * Mangosto whoae totem is Ziﬁxi%é24j
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