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ABSTRACT

BOOMKER, J. 1993. Parasites of South African freshwater fish. V. Description of two new species of
the genus Spinitectus Fourment, 1883 (Nematoda: Cystidicolidae). Onderstepoort Journal of Veterinary
Research, 60:139-145 (1993)

Spinitectus petterae n. sp. was recovered from catfish, Clarias gariepinus (Burchell, 1822) and Spinitec-
tus zambezensis n. sp. from squeakers, Synodontis zambezensis Peters, 1852 in the Kruger National
Park. The nematodes are easily differentiated from each other in that Spinitectus petterae has an
additional pair of papillae on the pseudolabia, the males have considerably longer spicules and a
different configuration of the tips of the left spicule, and the vulva of the females is considerably closer
to the anus than is the case with Spinitectus zambezensis. The new species differ from Spinitectus
allaeri Campana-Rouget, 1961, Spinitectus mormyri Campana-Rouget, 1961 and Spinitectus thursto-
nae Ogden, 1967 in having more spines per row in the 1st 2 rows. Despite possible conspecificity with
Spinitectus polli Campana-Rouget, 1961, Spinitectus zambezensis should be regarded as a valid

species because of the morphological, geographical and host differences.

INTRODUCTION

The genus Spinitectus Fourment, 1883 is represen-
ted by a large number of species in marine and
freshwater fish, some amphibians and a mammal.
In Africa, Spinitectus allaeri Campana-Rouget, 1961,
Spinitectus mormyri Campana-Rouget, 1961, Spini-
tectus polli Campana-Rouget, 1961, Spinitectus thur-
stonae Ogden, 1967, and unnamed male and female
Spinitectus spp. have been recorded from fresh-
water fish (Campana-Rouget 1961; Ogden 1967;
Khalil 1970). Spinitectus camerunensis Vaucher &
Durette-Desset, 1980 has been recovered from an
amphibian (Vaucher & Durette-Desset 1980) and
Spinitectus menzalei Hugot, 1979 from an otter
shrew, Potamogale sp. (Hugot 1979). The last named
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species is, as far as is known, the only species of
the genus to occur in a mammal. No members of
this genus have as yet been recorded from South
Africa.

During a survey of the parasites of fish in the Kru-
ger National Park, a new species of this genus was
recovered from catfish, Clarias gariepinus (Burchell,
1822) and another from the squeaker, Synodontis
zambezensis Peters, 1852. Numerous worms, all
deeply embedded in the mucosa of the stomach,
were found in both host species.

In this paper these parasites, for which the names
Spinitectus petterae n. sp. for the species recovered
from catfish and Spinitectus zambezensis n. sp. for
that from squeakers are proposed, are described
and their affinities with other members of the genus
in Africa are discussed.
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