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protection of the standing camp in perfect security, whilst all 
the combatants have been available for active duty. 

Three permanent wOl'ks in the right place, viz., the Tcmacha, 
Keiskamma Hoek, and Line Drift have already been con­
structed on this pnnciplc, and incalculable advantages have 
resulted from them; and although the numerous other posts 
are for the present merely field-works, equal advantages have 
resulted from them. 

Experience win show whether all are necessary, or whether 
they might not be better placed; but it is my intention, in due 
time, to require permanent posts on the construction wInch 
experience may also show to be the most appropriate to pecu­
liar circumstances as well as to locality. 

The objects of these posts will not be merely military defen­
sibility, but to serve as the centres of villages, capable of con­
tributing largely, if not entirely, to their own future security 
and defensibility. 

Around each of these military posts in British Kaffroria, 
which, as you are aware, is not a colony as yet, but an exclu­
sively native dIstrict, I reserve a rayon of two miles, more or 
less; but in laying this out I have directed the Chief Commis­
sioner of British Kaffraria to arrange with the native chiefs 0. 

boundary, not theoretical, and fiS described by the compasses 
on 0. map, but according to certain natural fcatures of ground 
intelligible to all pm'ties; and these must be marked on plans 
made for the pill'pose, in every instance in duplicate, one copy 
to be signed by me, which Will be given to the Chief Commis­
sioner. 

This applies not only to those posts which are situated in the 
territories of native elners who are loyal and In possession of 
their undIsputed rIghts, but also to those in the newly-acquired 
Gaika country, of whICh the ChICf Snndilli has been (hspos­
sessed. 

It is my intentIOn, subject to lIcr l\fflJesty's approval, to 
constitute tllC whole of tIus dlbtl'lct a royal forcbt. In It, how-
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ever, will be several military stations appointed with rayons 
circumscribed of two miles radius, more or less, according to 
convenience and natural demarcations. 

I am not prepared at once and immediately to declare how 
much of the areas is to be considered Ordnance property; and 
it would be inconvenient to moot that question prematurely at 
starting; but an area around the central keep, which I intend 
invariably to reserve for defensible purposes and as a place 
dJarmes, 8.S o.1so a place of refuge in case of sudden alarm, and 
all ground occupied by troops who have regularly hutted them­
selves according to plans laid down and approved by officers of 
the Royal Engineers, which I invariably insist upon, I will at 
once declare Ordnance property. 

With a view to fonning a wholesome organisation and system 
for any future arrangements which may be made for the occu­
pation of this territory, from which the former inhabitants have 
been expelled, and to which, if not immediately occupied, they 
will strive to return, I mean in the area of the circumference 
having a two-mile radius of each post, to sanction, under the 
management of the Chief Commissioner of British Kaffi.·aria, 
the settlement by colonists, with provisional titles, and with a 
clear understanding that the tenure is subject to all chances, 
and without claim for compensation under any circumstances, 
according to the same rules which now prevail at King Wil­
liam's Town. These colonists may be allowed the use but not 
the right of commonage in the royal forest as regards pasture 
and firewood; but as to cutting timber, they must pay for their 
licence, according to such rules and regulations as may bo 
found expedient. 

No out-dwellers or squatters will be permitted, but 0.11 must 
reside within an appointed rayon at some established post. 

Now, to ensure 0.11 things being done in order, and as much 
depends upon the first laying out of a future town or village, I 
have already issued a general order that no building erected 
within a. military rayon of any of these new posts shall be 
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allowed to stand, unless the owners can produce a written 
sanction, signed by an officer of Royal Engineers of the 
command; and I have to request you, therefore, to communi­
cate the whole of this poHcy to all the officers of Royal Engi­
neers under your command, with which view I send you printed 
copies of these instructions, for circulation to them, in order 
that I may derive the full benefit of that assistance which they 
are so capable of affording. I intend also to impart the sub­
stance of this letter to the Chief Commissioner of British 
Kaffrana, and all whom it may concern. 

That the officers of Royal Engineers may clearly understand 
what I ask of them, you will be pleased to explain to them that 
what I wish them to bear in mind, with a view to the public 
service in a most essential matter, is not merely the defensi­
bility of an apparently insignificant mi1itary post, but the 
nucleus upon which some future town is perhaps to be formed, 
and therefore to take into consideration 0.11 the advantages 
which its position and circumstances can afford for convenience, 
without losing sight of securIty and defensIbIlity against Kaftr 
inroads. 

To illustrate my meaning, I would say that, for instance, 
even in the selection of a burying ground,-as there are gene­
rally in all colonial communities, however small, various sects 
which require separate places of interment,-if the sites granted 
for these purposes be judiciously selected and allotted, at first 
in tlle outsklrts, when they come in due time to be enclosed 
with stone walls they may be found so disposed as to become a 
system of defensible rcdoubts; but if no forethought be exer­
CIsed in the selection of tllese plnees, they are apt, when the 
vIllage has grown to be a town, to be found to be placed in the 
most inconvenient situation, and cannot then be got rid of 
Even the SIte of 0. cattle kraal ought not to be left to chance. 

In all these armngements, however, I desire that the Chief 
Commissioner should have the control whICh is inseparable 
from his high responsl bllitles in the government of the dIstrIct 
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of British Kaffraria; but I trust to the willing aid, advice, 
and co-operation of all officers of your department, and espe­
cially in matters of detail, even though they be not exclusively 
of a military character. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) GEORGE OATH CART, Lieut.-General, O. F., 

Governor, and High Oommissioner, &c. 

The Commandmg Royal Engineer, Cape Town. 

COP!! of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-Governor the Hon. G. 
CATHCART to tlte Right Hon. the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies. 

Graham's Town, November 14, 1852. 

SIR,-As I reported in my last military despatch that the 
war of rebellion might then be considered to be at an end, I 
have nothing to communicate in this, further than the very 
active and energetic operations of Lieutenant-Colonel Eyre in 
perambulating the Amatolas, and hunting out the remaining 
Kafirs and Hottentots who still lingered in its kIoofs and 
forests; whilst at the same time Major-General Yorke person­
ally superintended similar operations in that part of his district 
of British Kafl'raria formerly occupied by the tribes of Stock, 
Tola, and Seyolo. 

In this extensive tract of forest country from which the 
Gaika race has been expelled, and which, by menns of the 
military posts marked on the enclosed plan, each occupied in 
sufficient force to admit of constant patrols from them, Her 
Majesty's troops can now completely command, there will, 
nevertheless, remain a few stragglers for some time to come j 

but the duty of the troops in respect to them has become en­
tirely that of police, and the consequences of rebellion must 
take some little time to subside before the powers of Govern­
ment can recover their full energies, and entirely prevent oc-
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cnsional attempts to steal cattle to satisfy the cravings of 
hunger. 

Within the colonial boundary, the same return to a state of 
comparative security and tranquillity has followed the clear­
ance of the Waterkloof, and the expulsion of the Gaikas, tho 
surrender of Seyolo, and the submission of the paramount 
chief Kreili. 

Within the colony, I have gradually withdrawn the troops 
from detached police duties, and concentrated them in thoir 
proper places, as far as I can; and I find that, with the benefit 
of prompt and immediate support and assistance from Her 
Majesty's troops, whenever required, the police force hus taken 
admirably to the duties which properly belong to them, and 
for which they are fur better adapted than troops under a more 
military system of organisation and restraint can ever be, and 
they have already proved quite competent to deal with the 
marauders and fugitives from justice, who must for a time in­
fest the woods and kIoofs, and strive to steal for their subsist­
ence; but so effectual and severe have been the punishment 
inflicted on these evil-doors of late by the police, that there 
are but few who now dare show themselves within the colony. 

I enclose a summary of mihtary events and movements 
which have occurred since my last. 

The satisfactory state of things in this part of my command 
enables me to withdraw 0. force of 2,000 men for the purpose 
of a march to the Orange River territory, whieh I consider a 
mensure indispensable to the settlement of many questions and 
disputes of long standing between native chiefs, which it is 
most desirable should be investigated and adjusted by my 
arbitration; nnd I consider it essential that I should be sup­
ported in this duty by so sufficient an armed force of lIer 
:Majesty's troops that I can enforce Her Mo:jesty's authority, 
and eontrol any natIve chief or othor party who might other­
wise be disposed to be refractory, without the necessity of call­
iug in to my assistance Clther petty native tnbes, or Burghers, 
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or Griquas, or Hottentots, and thereby sowing the seeds of 
future discord similar to that which it is my object now to put 
an end to. 

The Booner this necessary work is accomplished, the sooner 
I shall be able to enter upon the consideration of the reduc~ 
tion of military estabhshments which it may be safe and ex­
pedient to adopt. I therefore intend to start to-morrow, and 
join the troops which are detailed in the enclosed memorandum 
of movemonts,* and which you will observe are already on 
their march. 

I hope, with the aid and counsols of my two Assistant Com­
missioners, and the amplo force at my command in support of 
Her Majesty's authority, to bo able to sottle all the business I 

• ENOLOSURE. 

MEMORANDUM OF MOVEMENT. 

Head-Quartcrs, Graham's Town, November 8, 1852. 
1. A forcc·of 2 guns, 500 cavalry, and 2,000 infantry will assemble at Burgh~ 

crsdorp on the 20th instant, fOl' the purpose of marching into the Orange River 
territory. 

2. This force will be composed of a column under Lieutenant-Coloncl Eyrc, 
73rd Regiment, to consist of a, rocket detachment: 

Two squadrons 12th Lanccrs : 
2nd Regiment 

43rd dItto 
73rd dItto 
Detachment C.M. RIfles 

• 400 
• 800 
• 300 

90 
A caoutchouc pontoon, WIth detachment of sappers and miners. This 

column to march from Fort Hare on the 11 th instant. 
• .A column under Lieutenant-Colonel Ma.cDuff, 74th Regiment, to consist of­

Two guns, Royal Artillery : 
74th HIghlanders • • 400 
Dctachmcnt C.l\L RIfles 80 

to march from Bcaufort on the 11th instant. 
A cavalry detachment Cape 1\Iollnted RIfles, 100, to march from Graham's 

Town on the 11th Instant, VIa Cradock. 
Head-qnartels from Graham's Town on the 16th instant, via Fort Beaufort, 

WIth 100 cavcl.lry and 500 Infantry. 
3. Thc Commissary-Gcneral to have hlB magazmcB form cd, and to providc 

the necessary transport according to thc scale cstabhtlhed by hls Excellency 
for troops movmg in hght marchmg ordcr. 

"t\.. J. CLOETE, 

Quartermastcr-Gcncr .... ]. 
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have to transact on the Caledon River, and without having 
recourse to hostilities. In that case I should hope to have 
brought back the portion of Her Majesty's army entrusted to 
my command, employed on this service, in less than two 
months from the present time, or about New Year's day. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) G. CATHCART, Lieut.-General, 

Commanding the Forces. 
The Right Hon. the 

Secretary of State for the Colonies, &c. &0. 

Oopy of a DESPATCH to tke Right Hon. Sir JOHN PAKING­
TON, Bart.,from Lieut.-General tke Hon. G. CATHCART, 
and referred to by kimself in tke Report made accord­
ing to ,,'nstructions of Earl GREY, as No. 43, of tke date 
kere given.* 

Burghersdorp, District of Albert, Cape of Good Hope, 
November 29,1852. 

SIR,-I have frequently adverted to my conviction, that the 
only way in which any South African Aborigines whom it may 
have been necessary to expel from their former locations can 
be prevented from returning is by immediately replacing them 
by some other occupants. This has, for the present, been ac­
complished in the WaterklooC and Amatolas by means of mili­
tary occupation, and I have already explained the manner in 
which I hope to provide, in the course of time, a sufficient 
population, in the case of the Amatolas, capable of relieving 
in a great measure the troops now required for that object. 

In this letter I would advert more particularly to the occu­
pation of the country recently forfeited by those Tambookins 
who were most deeply implicated in the recent rebellion, espe­
cially the Jands of the late Chief Mapnssa, which were always 
too extensive for the tribe, and never adequately occupied, and 

It See No. 51, in Blue Book, page 223-1n tlus Volume, page 18. 
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now, since that tribe has been entirely dispersed, and the chief­
tainship extinct, the remnant, if not compelled to place them­
selves under the responsible rule of other recognised Tam­
bookie chiefs possessed of land, and now returned to their duty, 
which they have declared their willingness to do, would con­
tinue to be a most dangerous and lawless banditti, and there 
not being sufficient regular troops available to check them, 
the necessity for continuing a large force of colonial levies in 
North Victoria, which I am about to reduce, would be perma­
nent and indispensable. 

In order, therefore, to provide for tbe immediate occupation 
of those valuable lands, now vacated, by a sufficiently dense 
population for self protection, I have lost no time in availing 
myself of the wish expressed by numerous settlers of Dutch 
as well as English origin, and have made tlle following pro­
visional arrangements. 

I have appointed a provisional land commission (as named 
in the margin :ff:) to select and recommend in the first place a. 
site for a village, with the advantages of water and capabilities 
of irrigation; these are requisites generally as difficult to be 
found as they are indispensable in this arid country, but a. 

place has already been suggested which is likely to answer the 
purpose, on the Bush or Komane River, only 20 miles in ad­
vance of the present occupied line, and as soon as I am satis­
fied that there are sufficient applicants for lots or ' erven' of half 
an acre, in this village or future town, and that the whole has 
been laid out and surveyed with a commonage or town land 
of two miles radiuB reserved for it, no time shall be lost in 
forming the settlement. 

It is necessary to bear in mind that this land, proposed to 

.. PreBident· H. Calderwood, Esq, Commissioner of Victoria.. Member8: 
M. Robinson, Esq., Assistant Surveyor-General; N. Shepstone, Esq., Assista.nt 
Civil CommissIOner; H. Bowker, Esq, an EnglIsh Gentleman, I. I. Zeller, 
Esq, a DutcMGentlcman. 
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be settled, is already within the colonial boundary, and no new 
acquisition of territory. 

As soon as the new town, which I propose to call Queens­
ton, is well in progress, I would ask leave to depart from a. 
stringent general rule laid down in my instructions, in respect 
to grants of land as farms (which are thereby ordered to be 
invariably put up to a.uction), in the settlement of this portion 
of land situated within the colony, recently forfeited, by rebel 
Tambookies, because that mode of proceeding, though founded 
on theory and made generally applicable in all cases in all 
colonies, would entirely defeat my object, of immediate and 
simultaneous occupation by a sufficiently dense population for 
mutual support. 

If the lands were put up to auction in this case, the greater 
part would, as heretofore, fall into the hands of land jobbors, 
and would remain unoccupied, whilst the numerous applicants 
who are now ready at once to come into occupation, both 
burghers and Englishmen of the sort we want and can obtain, 
would not only be unwilling to wait for the chanoe, or to enter 
into competition as purchasers, and thereby the opportunity 
would be lost, but they would be unable in many cases to 
find the money to compete with speculators who would secure 
all the best places. 

I propose, therefore, that the farms should be granted on 
quit rent, and that, whereas, according to a most pernicious 
and ruinous custom which has hitherto prevailed in this coun­
try of granting farms of 6,000 acres, an old Dutch custom, 
which is the ruin of the colony, whereby it generally happens 
that the dwellings are ten or fifteen miles asunder, and the 
country appears depopulated and entirely neglected, I intend 
to sanction no farm. of greater extent than 3000 acres when 
almost entirely pastoral, or 2000 acres where a portion may 
be fit for agriculture, and these I propose to grant only in the 
first instance in the immediate vicimty of the now town and 
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behind it, that is, bet\veen it and the country already in occu­
pation, until that portion be sufficiently filled up. 

The applications for land on the above terms, in the place 
which I consider most desirable should, on the principle stated 
in the commencement of this despatch, be immediately occu­
pied, have poured in upon me from all directions during my 
present passage through these northern districts, from men 
admirably adapted for the purpose. These I have referred to 
the investigatIOn and consideration of the above-mentioned 
commission, which is to meet at Whittlesea, and who will also 
inquire into all circumstances connected WIth a project, of 
whioh I enclose a copy, dro.wn up by Mr. Bowker, a resident 
in North Victoria, and if it bo practicable, I have decided to 
take upon myself tho responSIbility of departing from the letter 
of my instructions in respect to sole by auction in this instance, 
which is confined to a part of the land within the colonial 
boundary, from whioh the rebel Tambookies have been ex­
pelled, as the only means in my power of securing the per­
manencyof the peace which has been so recently restored, I 
hope in an equitable manner, and, as far as I can judge, to the 
satisfaotion of Tambookies as well as colonists. 

Should this measure be approved and sanctioned, under the 
circumstances of the case I should wish a similar latitude to 
be granted in respeot of the whole frontier district of Viotoria ; 
I would also wish the exception to extend to the piece of 
country known as the Kat River Settlement, the focus of Hot­
tentot rebellion, for if when tho lands become forfeited and 
disposable by legal process they must be put up to auction, 
I have reason to believe there is already a combination on foot 
to buy up these lots, and re-establish an exclusively Hottentot 
location, which has pI'oved so dangerous as well as unprofit­
able an expmimcnt. nut if I am enabled to dispose of them 
by grants or payment of the usual upset prices, WIthout having 
reoourse to sale by auction, I could mIX the community with 
white settlers, who might improve by their exertions and their 
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example a country which now much resembles the garden of 
the sluggard, but which possesses agricultural capabilities of 
rare occurrence in this country. 

Connected with this subject, and with the same view of esta­
blishing a more condensed population, and more popular in­
ducement to immediate occupation, I would recommend that 
that part of British Kaffraria. north of the Amatolas called the 
Windvogel-berg country, formerly supposed to be occupied by 
Mapassa, but whose followers never sufficed for the purpose, 
should, now that it is forfeited and entirely vacated, be given 
over to the colony, to become part of the district of Victoria, 
and as it adjoins the Tambookies' forfeited land, adverted to 
above, it should be colonised on the same pl·inciple. This I 
have no reason to doubt would be in that manner almost im­
media.tely accomplished, and this would give a burgher popu­
lation capable of self-protection in that quw."ter, which is now 
deserted. 

There would then remain under the Chief Commissioner of 
British Kaffrana only the Gaika forfeited lands, including the 
Amatolas under military occupation, and the faithful T'Slambie 
tribes. 

If I be authorised to carry out these measures, I feel confi­
dent of being able to establish a lasting peace, as regards the 
colonial. frontier, and with comparatively reduced expense of 
military establishment; but unless the vacuum caused by the 
expulsion of rebellious Aborigines be immediately and suffi­
ciently filled up, they will return and strive to recover occu­
pation, either by constant fretful attempts or by a renewed 
Kafir war as soon as they have recovered from the effects of 
this. 

Another most satisFactory result of this measure would be, 
not only the encouragement of the Dutch settlers to remain 
in the colony, but possibly an attraction to others to return. 
The numerous applications received within a week's time, since 
peace has been 1'estored, fully justify this anticipation. 
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1\1:y two Assistant Commissioners, Mr. Owen and Mr. Ebden, 
who accompany me on this expedition to the Sovereignty, and 
who have rendered me the greatest assistance in the satisfac­
tory terminatlOn of the Tambookie rebellion, enurely concur 
with me in respect to the above measures. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) GEO. CATHCART, Governor. 

P'roposed PLAN for tlte Settlemellt of the Waste Lands along 
tI,e Nortl,,-Eastern Frontier.* 

1. The lands to be divided in the regular way by surveying, 
OT, upon the old colonial plan, by a Commission of Colonists, 
who will measure the places, with sufficient accuracy, by means 
of a horse and a watch. 

The district of Win burg was measured by the Civil Commis­
sioner, Mr. Biddulph, in this way. 

2. The farms to be from two to three thousand acres eaoh, 
whioh will mnke room for a suffioient number of farmers to 
ensure the security of the district. 

3. Each ocoupant of a farm to be bound to keep himself 
perfectly ready at nIl times to tum out armed and mounted, to 
act in obedienoe to the orders of his Field Cornet, or other 
authority, in defence of the distrICt. He is also to be bound 
to keep arms and accoutrements, to enable him to furnish, 
when required, one armed and mounted man for each thousand 
ncres of land he mny possess, beyond the thousand acres 
represented by himself. These eondItlons to be entered in the 
11t]e deed. 

4. There sllall also be upon ench occupied fru.-nl one building 
of a single room or more, to be constructed with a fire-proof 
roof, for the purpose of defence in case of any sudden alarm. 

• Submitted to the conSIderatIOn of the PronslOnal Land Commission, and 
theIr report IS requested. (SIgned) G. C. 
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5. Any wilful neglect or breach of the regulations to sub­
ject the occupant to the forfeiture of the lands, after due inves­
tigation of the case by the proper authorities. 

6. The title deeds given by the Land Commission to specify 
the nature of the defensive service upon which these lands wIll 
be held, and, otherwise, how non-observance or refusal sholl 
subject them to forfeiture. 

7. The Magistrate of the district will refer to the Governor 
before he can have authority to enforce the forfeiture of the 
lands of such parties as refuse to perform the original condi-
tions relative to the defence. • 

8. The farms to be granted free, without charges, on a per­
petual and inalienable quit-rent, averaging about £10 per farm, 
or £5 for each one thousand ncres of land per annum, the tItle 
of each to be simple, and to be furnished by the surveyors or 
Land Commission, and rogistered by the Magistrate of the 
distriot. 

o. Each occupant of a farm, after three years' occupation, 
to be at perfect liberty to sell to any other person, the pur­
chaser taking over the property on precisely the same condi­
tions as will be stated in the title deed. 

10. The l\Iagistrate, Field Commandants, or Field Comets, 
to muster and inspect the whole number of men, arms, and 
horses, once, twice, or thrice a y~ar, as may be specified, or 
necessary. 

II. Any fnrmer being a member of the rural police, such 
service to be reckoned equivalent to the personal service re­
quired of him. 

12. The men to whom these farms will be granted to be 
chosen from the frontier districts, such as have been active in 
the defence of the frontier to have the preference, being the 
sons of farmers and otlwrs ,who are fit for nctive service, and 
who are generally possessed of a small quantity of live stock, 
but have no land. 

13. The number chosen to consist, perhaps, of a nearly 
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equal number of Dutch and English, and to be located as pro­
miscuously as possIble. 

14. TIle Field Comets"" to be chosen by a majority of 
voices by tho farmm s, in such places as they may be required, 
or as one to fifty, or one hundred, as may be convenient for the 
neigh bourhood. 

15. The FJeld Cornets to take especial care that their respec­
tive mon be ready to turn out, in aid of the rural police, when­
ever required. 

10. All occupants of farms to give notice to the Field 
COlnets of thmr temporary absence to market, or for supplies, 
or other business. 

17. The men to whom the new farms will be given to have 
the recommendation of the Magistrates of their respective 
districts. 

18. The stock possessed by the new occupnnts will neces­
sarily bo not very numerous, which will enable many, who are 
friends, relations, or acquaintances, to live for the first few 
years in little communities, as is frequently the case in the 
colony, upon an understanding amongst themselves, and the 
whole of the farms would thus become occupied by degrees. 
These arrangements will take place amongst the people them­
selves, if occasion requires them. 

10. ,,\Vith tllO excepuon of the defensive regulations upon 
WhICh these farms shall be 11cld, all other things would be con­
formnble to the colonial law. 

20. A large enclosure, by a rough stone wall or earthen em­
bankment, f:.hould be mndo in ench field cornetcy, in which the 
"hole of tlle livo stock might be seoured in oases of sudden 
alarm. Sir Benjamin D'Urban intended to establish such 
plnces 0.11 along tho frontier dIstricts . 

., Field Co rnetlit, No. 14. The law requires tlmt they should be appointed 
by the Governor, bllt the CIYlI Commissioner of the Dlstnet should endeavour 
to asccrtl1lU thiS before he recommends. (Signed) G. C. 

M2 
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The Land Commission can report upon such p1aces as are 
eligible for a village or township. 

21. Should the scheme of a land commission of oolonists 
meet with approval, the names of gentlemen who are fit and 
willing can be pointed out. 

N.B. Some clause to seoure bond fide and immediate occu­
pation should be added. 

'frue copy. (Signed) CHARLES SEYMOUR, 
Mil. Sec., Lieutenant-Colonel. 

OOP!I of a DESPATCH from Governor tke Hon. G. CATHCART 
to tl"e Right Hon. Sir JOHN S. PAKINGTON, Bart. 

Head-Quarters, Camp, Burghersdorp, Nov. 29, 1852. 

SIR,-I arrived here on the 27th instant, where I found the 
force with which I intend to cross the Orange River assem­
bled, * and bave made the following distribution of commands, 
in order to render it as available 8S possible for any active 
service that may be required of it. 

The cavalry and demi-battery of artillery with borses I have 
placed under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Napier. 

The infantry I have divided into two portions, which, how­
ever diminutive, I must call brigades. 

The first, composed of four companies of the 2nd or Queen's 

.. Royal Artillery ,- Rank and File :-

1 demi-battery horsed, Queen's • 400 
2 demi-rocket batteries. 74th Regiment • 400 

Rank and FIle :- 800 

12th Lancers • 202 43rd Regiment' • 320 
C.M. RIfles • 250 73rd dItto • 330 

RIfle Brigade • 100 
452 

750 
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Regiment and four compnnies of the 74th, under the com­
mand of Lieutennnt-Coionel MacDuff. 

The second, composed of three companies of the 48rd, three 
of the 78rd, and one of the Rifle Brigade, commanded by 
Major Pinckney of the 73rd, and Lieutenant-Colonel Eyre, is 
in command of this nominal division of infantry; and the 
requisite portion of cavalry to act with it, when necessary, will 
be attached; but in the meantime the whole management of 
horses, as far as possible, is better in the hands of 0. cavalry 
officer, who will in any event retain a considerable proportion 
of cavalry united force in the country, which is peculiarly 
adapted to its operations. 

A rocket battery carried on mules is attached to each 
brigade. 

The floating indian-rubber bridge is in charge of Lieutenant 
Sib orne of the Royal Engineers; and Lieutenant Stanton, 
R.E., is in command of a detachment of twenty Royal Ssppers 
and Miners. 

Lieutenant-Colonel N spier, with the cavalry, marched yester­
day, the 28th, to a. place half way to the Orange River, and 
was to arrive on its banks to-day; and as the ford is reported 
to be in a very favourable state, he may probably pass it with 
his forage waggons to-day. Next day be is instructed to move 
on towards the Caledon River, and cross it, and encamp on 
the other side on the 2nd December. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Eyre moved off with the second brigade 
this morning to tnke the same I'oute, and Lieutenant-Colonel 
~facDuff WIll follow with tile first brigade to-morrow, each at a 
day's interval. 

I intend to march with my head-quarters and cavalry escort 
to-night, and gain the hend of the column as soon as I can, 
baving been necessarily detained here by important colonial 
business. 

It is my intention then to form 0. standing camp of the whole 
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force on the right bank of the Caledon, the upper drift, and 
about ten miles from Smithfield, by an excellent road. 

At Smithfield a very sufficient commissariat magazine has 
been established, between which and the camp the commissariat 
mule waggons employed for carrying tents will constantly ply; 
and till my arrival the burgher force of the field cornetcy has 
been called out for its protection. 

From the information which has yet reached me, and upon 
which I can at all depend, I am inclined to think that the 
demonstration may suffice to enforce the restitution of or com­
pensation for cattle stolen, often with impunity, in incessant 
and latterly increasing depredations, by the Basutos, from the 
burghers, who are restrained by law from retaliation, as well as 
from the chief Moroko, avowedly as a punishment for Ilia ser­
vices rendered on the side of the British Government in Major 
Warden's campaign. 

The long-delayed adjustment of the several other matters 
with the Griqua chief and others, for which the British Govern­
ment is responsIble, will give no trouble. 

Should the cllief lvloshesh, llOwever, prefer the issue of battle 
to restitution, when the eqUItable demand shall have been 
estimated by my Assistnnt Commissioners, and made to 11im 
by me, it may be necessary to proceed to take it. In that case 
I should, in all probabIlity, ascend the right bank of the eale­
don, about three days' march, and recross it at a drift on the 
road leadmg to Letsea's Kraal, near the French mission station 
of MonJa. 

This Letsea is the eldest son of Moshesh, and his people, 
instIgated by lum, have been the principal thieves. 

:From the kranlof this chief to Thaba BOSSIOU the access is 
easy; and that place, which IS sItuated on a table mountain, 
beheved by the Basutos to be difficult of access, contruns all 
the personal property of the chief, and great store of gunpow­
der, &c. Even should the requiSIte reprIsal of cattle be ren-
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dered difficult by the drIving of it into the mountain, sufficient 
indignity will be inflicted by the destruction of this citadel. 
vVhilst, should resistance be offered, all the enemies of Moshesh 
shall be let loose upon him, and the mountain will no longer 
shelter his cattle. 

The necessIty for a decided assertion of authority in this case 
does not merely rest on tIle interests of the inhabitants of the 
Orange River territory; but !lorosi, a Basuto chief tributary 
to and under the control of M oshe8h, is the immediate neigh­
bour on the border of this district, and has been most active in 
Ius aggressions against the colonists of the district of Albert, 
and it is questionable whether the balance of advantage from 
depredations and repnsals does not now rest on his side. 

The result of my settlement with Moshesh will materially 
influence the terms on which I can re-establish peace on this 
particular part of the border, and which I therefore necessarily 
defer till that is decided. 

I am happy to say the small force I have here assembled, 
both in respect to commanders and men, is as perfect in all 
respects as I could deSIre, as well as sufficient for all purposes 
that can be required of them, and therefore it wIll be my fault 
if that which may, after duly consulting my Assistant Commis­
sioners, conscientiously appear to me to be essential to the 
estabhsbment of a permanent peace, and tbe vindication of 
lier Majesty's authority, be not accomplished in a satisfactory 
manner. 

(Signed) 
I have, &c., 

GEORGE CATHCART, Lieut.-General, 
Commander of the Forces. 

Right llon. Sir John S. Pakington, Bart., &0., &0. 
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COp!! Of a DESPATCHfrom Governor t/"e Hon. G. CATHCART 
to the Right Hon. Sir J. S. PAKINGTON, Bart. 

Orange River TerrItory, Camp on the Calcdon River, 
December 4, 1852. 

SIR,-I write this, in addition to my despatch from Bur-
ghersdorp of the 29th ultimo, fof the chance of its being in 
time for the same packet. 

I have little to add, except that I found the fords on the 
Orange and Caledon rivers in a very favourable state, and the 
force under my command is now encamped on the right bank 
of the latter river. 

I enclose the copy of a summons I have sent to the native 
chiefs therein named, to meet me at Platberg, which is conve­
niently situated in the centre of their several countries, and only 
about eighteen miles from Thaba Bossiou, the" great place" of 
the Chief Moshesh. 

I intend to leave this on the 7th instant, as it is probably six 
days' easy marching. 

There has not yet been time for any direct answer from the 
chiefs; but I have learnt, from a communication with one of 
the French missionaries whom Mr. Owen visited the day before 
yesterday, at Beersheba, that the Chief Mosbesh does not intend 
to make Rny opposition, but to conform to any terms I may see 
cause to dictate. 

I also enclose my answer to a complimentary address I re­
ceived from the burghers of this district, and which r intend 
should obtain publicIty, and serve all political purposes which 
I consider requisite or desirable to enter upon at this moment; 
and will only add that, from all that I have yet seen and learnt 
since my arrival, whichever policy Her Majesty's Government 
may be pleased to adopt in respect to the Sovereignty, I see no 
cause to alter my opinion that their views may be at the pre­
sent time carrlCd into effect without dIfficulty, and, if judiciously 
managed, without eXCItement. I have, &c., 

(Signed) GEO. CATHCART, Governor. 
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Oopy oj a DESPATCH from Governor tke Hon. G. CATH­

CART to the Right Hon. the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, &c. 

Graham's Town, January 13, 1853. 

SIR,-In my last despatch dated 4th ultimo, on the Caledon 
River, I mentioned my intention of ascending the right bank 
of that river to Platberg, with the force under my command, 
for the purpose of bringing matters to a speedy issue, and 
avoiding the chance of 0. protracted and expensive warfare, 
liable to end either in an unsatisfactory compromise, or the 
necessity for the same movement at last, after incurring 0.11 
the expense of unnecessary delay. 'The information that the 
Chief Moshesh was collecting all his forces in the neighbour­
hood of Thaba Bossiou also convinced me that he would not 
submit fully to such terms as I might think it my duty to im-
pose, except upon compulsion. . 

The march up the right bank of the Caledon, of 101 miles 
in six days, through an uninhabited country, chiefly consisting 
of vast plains interspersed with table mountains, and abrupt 
rocky eminences peculiar to South Africa, afforded nothing 
worthy of remark, except the admimble order and discipline 
preserved by the troops, the cheerful manner in which they 
performed their marches, and the regularity and efficiency of 
the COmIDlSSnlmt department. 

The army arrived at Platberg on the morning of the 13th, 
the day appointed in my proclamation for the meetIng of 
chiefs. 

I found Platborg to consist of the ruins of a Hottentot VIl­
lage, formerly the habitation of a small band of adventurers 
called Bastards, under a lender of the name of Carolus Batjee, 
the only l'emuimng habitable d weIlings being the house of a 
Wesleyan mis~ionnry, and two cottages occuplCd by European 
traders; for since Carolus Batjce and his followers, who lleld 
their land by 0. grnnt from :Uoshesh, had taken part with Major 



170 THE HO:N. SIB. GEORGE CATIlCAR'l"S 

Warden on behalf of British authority against Moshesh, they 
had been expelled from Platberg, and are without any location; 
but the house and property of the missionary had been re­
spected, and even the gardens of the Bastards had not been 
destroyed by the Basutos. 

The enclosed consecutive statement of events and series of 
documents will put yon in possession of subsequent occur· 
rences, ending in the entire submission of the enlIghtened und 
powerful Chief Moshesh, and his first recognition of vassalnge 
to Her Majesty's authority, for in all former intercommunica· 
tions his acknowledgment only extended to alliance and 
friendly relations. 

The severe loss inflicted on his people in kJlled and wounded, 
the precise amount of which can never be ascertamed, but 
which concurrent native rumours place at from 500 to 600, 
as well as in cattle, and the conviction that the preservation of 
Ilis villages and rich com lands, and even his own residence, 
from destruction, only rested upon the forbearance and disci· 
pline of lIer Majesty's troops, and whieh his armed force has 
not power to resist, w!ll, I hope, secure the permanency of the 
peace now re-established, and the sincerIty of his endeavours 
to prevent collision between bis people ond the border farmers, 
which, I trust, may put an end to a system of plunder and 
reprisal-a course which, so long as he remained under the 
denunciation of which he compl8.lned in hIS letter of the 13th 
October, 1851, to Sir IIarry Smith, of having been declared 
"an enemy to the Queen," he felt justified in countenancmg if 
not openly instigating. 

Thus, I trust, he may be found, should occasion I'equire it, a 
valuable und willing ally of no small power, Instead of contmu­
ing to be a troublesome and fretful neighbour. 

I deeply regret that this object has not bccn accomplIshed 
without the loss of so many gallant soldIers, occasioned chiefly 
by an accidental circumstance, to which operations in a most 
difficult and unknown mountain country, defended by a warlIke 
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and well-armed race, acquainted with every pass, must always 
be liable, and are beyond the reach or control of the general in 
command, who can only be present and personally direct in 
one part of so intricate 0. field at a time; but, considering the 
respectable nature of the Dasuto foroe, oonsisting of from 5000 

to 6000 cavalry, and, it is said, 2000 infantry, well armed, 
generally with fire-arms as well as assagaais, the cavalry almost 
all clothed in European costume, and with saddles-in short, 
evinoing not only by their equipmellts, but their movements, a 
degree of military effioiency little infm'ior to irregular Cossacks 
or Circassians-I am of opinion that, had it not been for the 
loss unfortunately sustained by the 12th Lanoers, the casualties 
would not have been more than proportionate to the unavoid­
able consequenoe of the confliot, in which from 5000 to 6000 

head of cattle were wrested from the pastures of the Thaba 
Hossiou territory in defiance of all opposition. 

When day dawned on the morning of the 21 st ult. on the 
plains of Thaba Bossiou there was no enemy to be seen; and 
as the cavolry had not joined me, and 1500 head of cattie, 
oaptured and brought into the bivouac by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Eyre on the previous evening, were an incumbranoe, I wreoted 
Colonel Eyre to march back to the oamp WIth them, taking 
them round by the same route by wInch I had advanoed, that 
bemg the only one practIcable for guns, and which passes round 
the western and northern base of the Berea Mountain, Or dis­
tanoe of about fourteen mIles, intending to resume operations 
in a day or two, as soon as the captured oattle could be removed 
to the standing camp at Platberg for seourity, and my objeot 
would have been the ducf's residenoe, the first day's work 
havmg, as It was ol'jginally intended by me, sorved as a l'e­

connOIssance of the approaoh practICable for guns through 
an intrioate and unknown country, as well as of the nature 
of the post itself, and the numbOl'S and character of the 

enemy. 
No opposition was made to our march to the camp, anc1, 
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except some groups on the summit ridge of the Berea, appa­
rently watching our movement, no enemy appeared; whilst a 
stray herd of cattle and some horses, seemingly abandoned in 
the plain, were seized, and added to the capture, within their 
view. 

A few hours after my arrival in the Hying camp on the 
Caledon, the bearer of a Hag of truce presented himself oppo­
site the camp with the letter from the Chief Moshesh, written 
at Thaba Bossiou, in council, at midnight after the battle, and 
in the handwriting of the chief's son Nehemiah, who was 
educated at Cape Town, and speaks and writes English per­
fectly. 

On my receiving this document-in my responsible position, 
where all rested on my decision, for, from the distance from 
bome and other circumstances, a Governor in these colonies 
has seldom the advantage of any definitive instruction, and is 
generally, as I have been, left entirely to his own discretion,­
I recognised an important crisis, in which one false step might 
involve the nation in a Basuto war, and embarrass the Govern· 
ment, by perhaps irretrievably compromising the free option 
which now exists as to their future policy, in respect to the 
retention or abandonment of the sovereign. rights and obliga­
tions of this territory, and at the same time leaving a state of 
irritation and excitement which might aggravate and perpetu­
ate the evils I came to allay, and requiring an army of occu­
pation to counteract the consequences; whereas the abject and 
complete submission of the enemy, the sincerity of whioh I 
have no cause to doubt, and the forced payment of tho penalty 
which had been accomplished and admitted, were all the solid 
advantages I could ever hope to gain. 

Under these circumstances, I thought it my duty to accept 
the chief's submission, without further prosecution of the war. 

I have to request that you will be pleased to bring to Her 
Majesty's gracious notice the names of all tbose who are men­
tioned in the enclosed lists, as well as the non-commissioned 
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officers and men under their command, who on this occasion, 
as on all others during tlus most arduous and intricate warfare, 
now I llOpe arrived at its conclusion, have done their duty 
cheerfully and nobly, and on every occasion sustained the 
honour of the Blitish arms. 

The troops will all have returned to the respective stations 
wbich tbey occupied previously to tbe recent expedition by the 
end of nex t week. 

Tbe Orange River territory is at peace, as well as the whole 
extent of frontier, 400 miles of which I have traversed on my 
return. 

(Signed) 

The Right Hon. the 

I have, &c., 

GEO. CATHCART, Lieut.-General 
Commanding Forces, Governor. 

Secretary of State for the Colonies, &c. &0. 

ENCLOSURE. 

On the 2nd of December the following summons was sent 
to the Chiefs Moshesh, Mohtsane, Sinkonyella, Moroko, and 
Gert Taibosch: 

CIUEF MOSHESH,-Referring to my proclnmation, bearing 
date Graham's Town tbe 15th of N ovembcr last, which is en­
closed, I now hereby cnll upon encb of you, Cbiefs Moshesh, 
Sinkonyella, l\Iolitsane, l\foroko, and Gert Tmboscb, to meet 
me at my camp at Plntberg on Monday the 13th of December 
next, in order to enable me to carry out the terms of the said 
proclamation. Given under my band at my camp, Commissee 
Drift, Calcdon River, this 2nd dny of December, 1852. 

(Signed) GEO. CATHCART, 
Governor nnd High Commissioner. 

On the morning of the 13th his Excellency the Governor 
having arrived and encamped at Platberg, which place was 



174 TIlE TION. SIR GEORGE CA.THCA.RT'S 

entirely deserted except by the venerable missionary, the Rev. 
Mr. Giddy, the two sons of }.Iosllesh arrived in the evening, 
having swnm the Caledon River with t11eir horses, that river 
being in a state of flood. His Excellency did not receive 
them; but next morning }'fr. Assistant Commissioner Owen 
undertook to accompany the two chiefs to their father's abode 
ot Thabu Bossiou, swimming the Calcdon, and to be the bearer 
of the following message :-

Platberg, December 14, 1852. 

CHIEF ~rOSHESH,-When I was sent by the Queen to be 
Governor, and to command Her anny in this part of the world, 
about six months past, I wrote to acquaint you and other chiefs, 
and I told you I would visit you as soon as the rebellion of 
the Gnikas and the Tnmbookies and the Hottentots was 
ended. This has been done, as you have no doubt leurnt; 
and I am now come to visit this country, as I have promised, 
and desire to see you and the other chiefs as my friends at my 
camp at Platberg without delay. 

My proclamation will have told you the rigbteous cause in 
which I am come, and what it is my duty to do. 

As I told you in my letter, I hope my visit to you may be 
in peaee; but I must do justice, whether it bo by wor or in 
peace. I have been told that you are a great chief and a good 
man; but I find that though you are a man of good words, 
you have not done what you promised. I finel, not only thnt 
you have not paid the fine of cattle imposed on you by tho 
Assistant Commissioners, Major Hogge and }'fr. Owen, and 
which you promised to pay, for the robberies of cattle and 
horses committed by your people, and with your knowledge, 
up to the time of your agreement with them, but since then 
you and the people over WllOID you rule, including },Iolitsani 
and J\Iorosi, and your own son, Letsie, and certain robbers 
called l .. oteli and Dushuli, with their p<'ople, have been steal­
ing cattle from your neighbours, ond otherwise doing them 
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harm; even murders have been committed by them, and this 
vIllage has been plundered and destroyed. In short, the Ba­
suto people under your rule have become a. nation of thieves. 
This stuto of things must not be, and I have come to put un 
end to it, and to restore peaco between you and your neigh­
bours, if loan; and If not, to put you and your people out of 
the way of domg them wrong, and tIns I must do promptly. 

I wIll not, therefore, stop to tnlk, but tell you now, onoe for 
nIl, that hnving carefully inquired mto the business, and judg­
ing as merCIfully and justly as I can what is the amount of 
cattlo and uamnge you should be required to restore, I demanJ 
of you ton thousnnu henrI of cattle and ono thousand horses, 
to be delivered over to the British resident at tllis plaoe withIn 
three days' tIme, in order to be restored to those from whom 
they Ilnve been stolen. 

If this be not dono I must go nod take either cattle or other 
t11ings from you and your people, and from Molitsani ond his 
people; nnd if resistance be made it will then be war between 
us, and I must then tnko three times the amount of cattle, as 
well as kIll muny of your people, and destroy their dwellings 
Rnd kraals, whioh I should be very sorry to be obliged to do; 
but if thIS cattle be paid witl1in three days, and that I am 
assured peace is restorod, I wIll take the army back again in 
pence. 

Now, chief, if you nre an IlOnest man, it is for you to pay 
the jUbt fine, wInch is not more than the cattle stolen, and 
snve ) ourself ond your people from ruin, or else prepare for 
war, for on the fourth day I must bring you to an account. 

You must also pay buck to Sinkonyelln what you have 
stolen from 111m, nnd be at pence '\\ith him. Carolus llnnWe 
and his people must return to PIntbcrg, amI tho boundaries 
fixed by Goyornor Sir IInrl'y SmIth mue,t be l'f'spected. 

'VhOll all tIns is done, you must remain at 'penco with all 
your neighbours, nnd the Bnsutos must cease to be 0. nation 
of thieves, for if I como again it will not be tnlk, but to make 
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an end of the Basuto nation, as has been done of the Gnikns 
and the Tambookie trIbe of Mapnssa. 

(Signed) GEO. CATHCART, 

Governor, and High Commissioner. 

The next day the chief himself came to talk. This ultima­
tum was repeated to him. He returned home the same after­
noon, professing and promising to endeavour to collect the 
cattle within the given time. His sincerity was, however, 
doubtful. 

The following is a minute of the conference which took 
place on the occasion: 

Governor.-I am. glad to see you, and to make your ac­
quaintance. 

Moshesk.-I am glad to see the Governor, as since his 
arrival in this country I have been expecting a visit from him, 
which his letter to me in October last led me to expect. 

Governor.-I told you in that letter that I hoped to meet 
you in peace, and I still hope so, as I look to you as the great 
chief in this part. 

M oshesk.-I hope so too, for peace is like the rain which 
makes the grass grow, while war is like the wind which dries 
it up. You are right in looking to me, that is in accordance 
with the treaties. 

Gove1·nor.-I will not now talk much, but wish to know 
whether you received my message yesterday, in which I made 
the demand of cattle and horses. I have nothing to alter in 
that letter. 

Mos/les/I.-Do you mean the letter I received from Mr. 
Owen? 

Governor.-Yes. 
Mos/tes/Ii.-I received the letter, but do not know where I 

shu11 get the cattle from. Am I to understand that the 10,000 
head demnnded are n. fine imposed for the thefts committed by 
my people, In addition to the cattle stolen ? 
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Governor.-I demand but J 0,000 head, though your people 
have stolen many more, and consider this a just award, which 
must be paid in three days. 

M osnesk.-Do the three days count from yesterday or to­
day? 

Governor.-To-day is the first of the three. 
Mosnesll.-The time is short, and the cattle many. Will 

you not allow me six days to collect thRm? 
Gove1'nor.-You hnd time given you when Major Hogge 

and 1\lr. Owen mnde the first demand, and then promised to 
comply with it, but did not, 
Moske.~n.-But J was not quite idle. Do not the papers in 

t11e commissioners' hands show that I collected them? 
Goverl1or.-They do, but not half of the number demanded. 
Mosltesll.-That is true; but I have not now control enough 

over my people to induce them to comply with the demand, 
however anxious I may be to do so. 

Governor.-If you are not able to collect them, I must go 
and do it; and if any resistance be made it will then be war, 
and I shall not be satisfied with 10,000 head, but shall take all 
I can. 

M oslle81,.-Do not talk of war, for, however anxious I may 
be to avoid it, you know that a dog when beaten will show his 
teeth. 

Governor.-It will therefore be better that you should give 
up the cattle tIlan that I should go for them. 

Moslteslt.-I wish for peace; but have the same difficulty 
WIth my people that you have in the colony. Your plisons 
are never empty, and I have thieves among my people, 

Go~'e1·llOr.-I would then recommend you to catch the 
thieves, and brlDg them to me, and I will hang them. 

Moskesll.-I do not wish you to hang them, but to talk to 
them and gIve them ad vice. If you hang them they cannot 
talk. 

Gove1'1lOr.-If I hang them they cannot stenI, and I am not 
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going to talk any more. I have said that if you do not give 
up the cattle in three days I must come and take them. 

M oskesk.-I beg of you not to talk of war. 
Governor.-I have no more to say. I must either leave 

this in peace in three days, or go to Thaba Bossiou. I there­
fore advise you to go and collect the catUe as quickly as pos­
sible. 

Moshesk.-Do not talk of coming to Thaba Bossiou. If 
you do, I shall lay the blame on the Boers, from whom the 
cattle were stolen, and whom I requested to come and point 
out to me their cattle, that I might restore them. I will go at 
once, and do my best, and perhaps God will help me. 

After leaving his Excellency'S tent, but before returning 
home, Moshesh sent to request that the day on which the 
interview took plaoe might not count in the three. This re­
quest his Excellency acceded to; and on the 18th instant, the 
appointed day, Moshesb's SOD, Nehemiah, came in with 3500 
head of cattle, which were received, and disposed of as follows :-

MEMORANDUM 'relative to Cattle received from the CI"ief 
Moshes}". 

500 head of the best cattle will be selected to be sold to the 
contractor at £4 per head, or otherwise to be driven with the 
column. 

The remainder to be driven to Bloem Fontein, and there 
distributed and disposed of as follows:-

1000 head) a mixed but fair lot, to be given to Moroko in 
reward for his loyalty, and as some compensation for his 
losses. 

250 to be given to Carolus Ba8~ie. 
250 to be given to Gert Taibosch. 
The remainder, or Government portion, to be handed over to 

the commissoriat officer, to be Bold on account of Government. 
The condition is, that the three named chiefs cause the 
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whole to be driven to Bloem Fontein, and to be answerable for 
their safety on the road. 

Lieutenant Smyth, Cape Mounted Rifles, with twenty men of 
that corps, will proceed with the cattle, and see that they be 
not lost or exchanged on the road, and will rejoin at Smith­
field. 

(Signed) GEORGE CATHCART, 
Governor, and High Commissioner. 

Head-Quarters. Flatbers. December 19, 1852. 

On the 19th instant, no more cattle appearing, his Ex.cel­
lency directed Lieutenant-Colonel Eyre to move with the 
cavalry brIgnde, two horsed guns, and one brigade of infantry, 
and encamped on the Upper Caledon waggon drift leading to 

1tlolitsnni's country. 
The following morning, 20th, this force, accompanied by his 

Excellency in person, marched at daylight in three columns. 
The results of its operations will be learnt from the following 
reports:-

Camp, Caledon River, December 21, 1852. 

SIR,-Of the three columns that marched on the 20th in­
stant from the flying camp at the Caledon River, to chastise 
the Basuto Chief Moshesh, I have the honour to report the 
operations of that wbich was placed under your Excellency's 
more immediate personal observation. 

This force consisted of detachment 12th Lancers, under 
Lieutenant Gough; a demi-battery, twelve pounder howitzers, 
under Captain Robinson, R A.; two companies 43rd Regiment, 
under !Iajor PhillIps; detachment Cape Mounted Riflemen, 
under Ensign Rorke. Its object, by moving along the western 
and southern base of the Berea Mountain, the summit of 
whioh Lieutenant-Colonel Eyre's column was to sweep, whilst 
Lieutenant-Colonel Napier with the oavalry would act round 
its northern and eastern faces, to prevent the escape of cattle 

N 2 
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from the mountain, and to form a junctlOD with the two 
columns on the Thaba llassiou plains. 

The determination of the Basutos to defend their vast droves 
of cattle on the Berea Mountain was early indicated by their 
filing upon Captain Tylden and myself, when approaching the 
craggy cliffs in which they had posted themsclves. 

On rounding the southern angle of the Berea, armed bodies 
of mounted Basutos were observed, formed in patches, closely 
observing our movements; and approaching one of them, your 
Excellency, advancing in person to give them an opportunity 
of a parley, was D.l1swered by a shot, upon which the cavalry 
was ordered to extend and a.dvance, and the enemy retired 
amongst the rocky ground under the mountain. A couple of 
rounds of shrapnel having. with admirable effect, been fired 
into them, they fled and dispersed towards Thaba Bossiou. 

The infantry, which had been strengthened by a company of 
the 43rd Regiment from Lieutenant-Colonel Eyre's force, under 
Captain the Honourable Percy Herbert, were now brought up, 
and the column advanced, crossed the deep mountain stream 
"Rietspruit," and were posted on a communding knoll at the 
junction of this stream and the LIttle Caledon River, on the 
Thaba Bossiou pluins, covering the approaches by which lieu­
tenant-Colonel Eyre's and Lieutenant-Colonel Napier's columns 
were to join. 

Whilst in this position the enemy were collecting in fresh 
patches of horsemen in all dlrections; those approaching 
within distance were driven back. On the clearing away of a 
thunder-storm and rain the enemy suddenly displayed his 
whole force. l\Iasses of horsemen were observed to move from 
the Thaba Bossiou Poort to turn our right, whilst large bodies 
of them extended along our front. These movements were 
conducted with the utmost order and regularity. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Eyre's dIvision joined at this time, 5 
P.M., in possession of about 1500 head of cattle, which it was 
necessary to secure, for which purpose some kraals in a com-
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manding position were ordered to be occupied. The enemy, 
who had now mustered not less than 6000 horsemen, made 
every effort to assail the troops moving into their bivouac, re 
peating their attacks upon both our front and rear, but were 
repulsed in every attempt by the gallantry and steadiness of 
the troops. Nothing could exceed the soldierlike bearing of 
the three companies of tile 4Brd Regiment, the cavalry detach­
ment, and the valuable service rendered by the demi-battery 
under Captain Robinson, who by a. round of canister silenced 
the enemy's fire, which had kept up unhl 8 P.M., when the 
enemy retired and dIsappeared from the field, having suffered 
severely. 

Where the gnllant conduct of every officer and soldier during 
this long and trying day has fallen so immediately under your 
Excellency's personal observation, it is beyond my province to 
bring them especiully to your notice, a.lthough I may be per­
mitted to name Major Phillips, commanding tho three compa­
nies 43rd Regiment, Captain Faddy, commanding Royal Artil­
lery, Lieutenant Gough, 12th Lancers, commanding detach­
ments of cavalry, and to partICularise the officers attached to 
my own department, Captain Wellesley, D. A. A. General, who 
was wounded, and bad his horse shot under him; Captain Lord 
Alexander Russell, D. A. Q. M. General, Captnin Tylden, Ilnd 
Lieutenant Stanton, R.E., who assisted me in my duties; all 
these officers having displayed qualIties in the field fiS conspi­
cuous as those they possess in the general knowledge of their 
profession. 

The casualties of the portion of the force whose operatIOns I 
have reported, upon this occaSIOn are, 

'Vounded: 

Captain Wellesley, D. A. A G. 
Lieutenant the Honournble II. Annesley, 43r<.1. Regiment. 
Privates five, 43rd Regiment, severely. 

"one cIo. slightly. 
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Nor can I omit to report especially the attentive care bestowed 
upon these by Staff Assistant Surgeon Dr. Campbell.* 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) A. J. CLOETE, Colonel, 

Quartermaster-General. 

His Excellency Lieut.-General 
the HOD. G. Cathcart, Commander of the Forces, &c. &c. 

COp!! of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-General the Hon. G. 
CATHCART to the Right Hon. the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies, &c. 

Graham's Town, January 13, 1853. 

BIR,-As regards the affairs of this immediate part of the 
colonial frontier, and of British Kaffraria, I am able to report 
in the most satisFactory manner. 

There has not been an attempt to re-occupy the Waterkloof 
since its final clearance in September last; and, indeed, its pre­
sent military occupation by three field works, garrisoned only by 
small detachments of the 91 st Regiment, render it impossible for 
all enemy, or even a marauding party, to harbour there. 

The Gaika District is now entirely evacuated by Kafirs, with 
the exception of the obstinate and cunning old Chief Macomo, 
who, with forty followers, lurks about its intricate recesses and 
forests, and has hitherto evaded pursuit; but unless he sur­
renders, which he appears disposed to do, he must ere long fall 
into our hands; in the meantime, he is perfectly harmless. 

Sandilli is in the country of Kreili, across the Kei, and the 
greater part of his tribe have dispersed, and appear to have 
settled in that country; so have the majority of the outstanding 
rebel Hottentots, and their leader Uithaalder j but a desperate 
member of that band, named Brander, who went also beyond 
the Kei, but found the absence of game or excitement in that 
country irksome and unsuited to his taste, he, with forty fol-

• See General Order, Letter E in Appendix to Minute addrcBSed to the 
Legislative Council. 
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lowers, came back, and attempted to establish himself, with 
marauding views, in the Zuurberg, which is in the heart of the 
colony. He has, however, been most gallantly hunted up by 
the Albany police, who, assisted by a detachment of the 12th 
Regiment, brought his band to a despernte engagement, in 
which, although the police suffered the loss of one officer killed 
and one wounded, and three men killed, sixteen dead bodies of 
the Hottentot band remained on the field, and no doubt as many 
more were wounded, so that this attempt to disturb the peace of 
the colony is not likely to be repeated, and could not succeed. 

I will not fail to tum my attention immediately to the means 
of reducing all war expenses as far as possible, and hope by 
next post to be able to report satisfactory progress. 

In the meantime the earnest desire for pardon and peace 
evinced by the Chief Kreili, who is now the only remaining 
neighbouring native chief with whom we are still at war, and 
his good conduct in the restoration of some stolen horses on a 
recent occasion, as well as his efforts to collect the remaining 
portion of a fine imposed by my predecessor, amounting now to 
less than 1000 head, have induced me to instruct the Chief 
Commissioner to offer him pardon and peace on the terms 
specified in the enclosed letter to Colonel Maclean.* These I 
have no doubt he WIll willingly subscribe to; and I think they 
will complete the final accomplishment of the task imposed on 
me when I assumed this command, that of the reduction of the 
rebellious Kafirs and IIottcntots to complete submission, and 
the restoratJOn of permanent peace and security to the colonial 
frontier. 

I enclose a copy of the last report received from Colonel 
Maclean. I have, &c., 

(Signed) GEORGE CATHCART, 

Governor, and HIgh Commissioner. 

The Right Hon IIer Mf\Jesty's 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, &0. &0. 

" See ProclamatIon in Letter U of AppendIX to lhnute. 
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Gop!! of a DESPATCH from L'ieut.-Generat t/"e Hon. G. 
CATHCART to tke Right Hon. the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies. 

King William's Town, February 11, 1853. 

SIR,-I have already, on Rssuming the government of British 
Kaffro.ria, acquainted you that the government of this district 
was carried on under martial law; and I forwarded a printed 
copy of the one only proclamation which contained all the 
regulations required for this government in its Infant state, with 
certain alterations I then made to it. 

The provisions contained in that simple code have proved 
sufficient for all purposes, and I received your sanction and ap­
proval of it as a provisional measure, until some more regular 
form of government should be established. 

I had not been informed, nor had any documents been de­
livered over to me which could mnke me aware at that time, or 
indeed till within a fcw weeks past, that there was then laying 
in the Colonial Secretary's office at Cape Town, Letters Patent 
under the Great Seal, with accompanying Royal Instructions, 
constituting British Ko.ffraria a regular government, bearing 
date 16th December, 1850. Having caused these to be for­
warded to me, I received them here a few days since; but there 
is no copy of correspondence extant to show whether they were 
in force or laid aside, and as a short time since the Great SeRl 
of the territory was sent out to me with orders to use it, I think 
it possible the state of the case may not be known to you. 

I have carefully read and considered these Letters Patent 
and Instructions. There is nothing in the existing practice 
which is not perfectly in accordance with the Instructions, Rnd 
I cannot see why they should have remained in abeyance, 
because they are admirably adapted for the government of tllis 
country, and are in no way i~compabble with the exercise of 
martial law. 

When J first assumed the government as Commander-in-
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CLief and High Commissioner, Colonel Mackinnon, then 
Chief Commissioner of Blitish Kaffraria, being a colonel on 
the staff, could exercise martial law, and, therefore, in the 
absence of the High Commissioner and Commander-in-Cbief, 
his power and authority was paramount, even in matters of a 
civil nature; but lIe having been succeeded in the functions of 
Chief Commissioner by Colonel Maclean, formerly the T'Slam­
bie Commissioner, and on whose admirnble management and 
influence over the Chief Pato, and other faithful chiefs, so much 
depended the possibility of maintaining this possession in the 
early part of the rebellion, has, with your sanction and approval, 
succeeded to the appointment, 'Which he fills in the most satis­
factory manner; but having previously retired from the army, 
cannot, properly speaking, be invested even ltith deputed 
nuthority uuder martial law. 

This defect has been provisionally remedied by the presence 
of a Major-General in command, who is always ready to sup­
port his authority. I understand martial law, in its relation to 
constitutional law, to be merely a paramount power given to 
the Commander-in-Chief to go beyond the law, where, in cases 
of emergency, the regular law may be insufficient 01' unable to 
nct, but not to interfere with it where it can net and is 
sufficient .. 

I find that if the Letters Patent were now to be carried into 
effect, and the Chief Commissioner to receive a warrant as 
Lieutenant-Governor, it would precisely place him in a position 
which I thmk he ought to hold, without in the slightest degree 
altenng the deputed powers or the mode of government which 
he now exercises, but that they would then become legal and 
constitutional; and 0.11 that would be necessary to give Imme­
dIate effect to this regular form of government would be to 
change the eXIsting code of regulations into the form of an 
ordinance, and any subsequent additions, alterations, or amend­
ments would be mnde in the form of' srparnte Ol'dinances, under 
the seal of the Government, "s well as the plimary one, as en-
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joined in the Royal Instructions, duly forwarded for confirma­
tion to Her Majesty's Secretary of State. 

No increase of salary or expenditure of any kind would be 
required. 

I should not have hesitated to have acted upon the Letters 
Patent and Instructions the moment I had seen them; but from 
the circumstance of their having remained so long in abeyance, 
to which I have no clue, I think it now right to wait for your 
orders. 

I have already reported to you the existence of a similar state 
of things in respect to the Orange River territory; but in that 
case everything must remain in suspense until Her Majesty's 
Government shall have come to a final decision whether the 
Sovereignty is to be retained or abandoned. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) GEO. CATHCART, 

Governor, and High Oommissioner. 

The Right Hon. Her Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies, &c. &c. 

COP!! of a DESPATCH from Governor tke Hon. G. CATH­
CART to tke Right Hon. the Secretary of State for the Co­
lonies, &c. 

King William's Town, February 12, 1853. 

SIR,-I have the honour to enclose copies of letters received 
this day from the Chief Commissioner of British Kaffraria, by 
which you will learn that subsequently to closing my despa.tch 
on the affairs of the frontier, two counsellors of the Chief Kreili 
had arrived to sue for peace, and make submission to Her Ma­
jesty's authority. 

There is now no obstacle to making peace with that chief; 
and I have every reason to think it will not be likely to be 
again disturbed after the severe losses he and his people have 
sustained during the last war. 
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I do not intend to enter into any treaty, but to diotate terms 
in Her Majesty's name, to the effeot that he shall remain a true 
and faithfu1 ally. 

That he shall reoognise and respeot the line of the Indwe and 
the Kei as the boundary. 

That he shall do his utmost to restrain and punish oJl at­
tempts on the part of his people to disturb the peaoe of Her 
Majesty's subjeots, whether Tambookies or others, on this side 
the line. 

That if missionaries or traders be again suffered to live in 
his country, it must be with his consent, and they must conform 
to such Bgreement as they may make for themselves with the 
said chief; the Governor, on behalf of the British Government, 
will have nothing to do with any such agreement; but the 
Governor will hold the Chief Kreili answerable for the seourity 
of the hves and property of those British subjects whom he may 
allow to live within his territory. 

Also of the usual clause in respeot to restoration of stolen 
cattle, and delivering up fugitives from justice who may take 
refuge in his country, if demanded. 

It is my intention, on his acceptanoe of these terms, to 
proclaim peace with the Chief Kreili and the Ama-Galka 
people. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) GEORGE CATHCART, 

Lieut.-Gen., Governor. 

The RIght Hon. IIer Majesty's 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, &0. &e. 

LETTER from His Excellency tke Governor to His Honour 
tke Lieut.-Governor. 

Graham's Town, lIay 20, 1853. 

SIR,-When I assumed the responSIbility of the government 
and chief commBnd in the colony, in the year 1852, the critIcal 
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stnte of the frontier affairs oalled for the most aotive and unre­
mitting exertions, not only of Her Majesty's regular troops, 
whose zeal, enduranoe, and gallantry is beyond all praise, but 
of 0. numerous body of ooloniallevies and assembled burghers, 
aoting under their respeotive oommandants and field-oomets, 
all of whose patriotio servioes in defenoe of their oountry must 
ever olaim for them the admiration and gratitude of their fellow­
oountrymen. 

During the progress of aotive operations there are many 
oauses whioh render it impossible to communioate to the publio 
either the polioy of the General or a regular journal of oocur­
renoes. General orders, Government notioes, and proclama­
tions have been duly published from time to time, but the very 
natural public demand for something more than what is pub­
lished by authority is apt to induoe a supply of very apooryphal 
intelligenoe and reasonings; and speoulations founded on a false 
basis oannot fail to lead to error. 

Under the impression that this has been peouliarly the CRse 
during the period that the responsibility of oonducting opera­
tions for the suppression of rebellion and termination uf the 
war on the eastern frontier has been imposed on me, I think 
it no less due to the Colony than to myself to take the earliest 
opportunity which an abatement of a hitherto almost over­
whelming pressure of business will allow me, of preparing and 
laying before the Legislative Counoil a Minute explanatory of 
the policy I have pursued, and its result at the present time, 
when peace has been restored, and, as I believe, with every 
prospect of permanency, which circumstances as I found them, 
and the nature of things over whioh there can be no human 
control, will permit. 

It would have been very gratifying to me to have met the 
Legislative Council personally on this oooasion, when I have to 
congratulate the Colony on the announoement of Hel' Majesty's 
gracious Orders in CounciJ, by which the most liberal consti­
tution for self-government hitherto granted to any of the pos-
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sessions of the British Crown, is about to become the law of 
this lund. 

And it would have been no less gratifying to me, by a plain 
statement of facts, verbally to have placed the present state of 
frontier affairs before them in its true light; boing myself con 
vinced that it is only necessary, in order to dispel a mist occa­
sioned by erroneous intellIgence, and unsound speculations 
founded thereon, to satisfy the unprejudiced public that 
scarcely at any former period of colonial history did there 
ever exist fL more promising aspect of their frontier affairs, and 
that all that could be done has been done. 

Having, however, the advantage of your IIonour's able and 
cordial co-opel'ation at Cape Town, which has supported me so 
essontially during the performanoe of my laborious and respon­
sible task on this frontier; and consideling that being here, 
although my more active duties lmve ceased, I have still some 
arrangements to complete, which I think will tend to the better 
ordering of fronticr affairs, I now request you to take an 
early opportunity of laying the accompanying Minute, in the 
sbape of a printed Blue Book, before the Legislative Councd, 
with the assurance of my highest respect for that Honourable 
Board. 

I have, &c., &c., 
GEO. CATHCART, Governor. 

illS II ouour the Lieut -Governor, &0. &0. 

~MINUTE. 

Graham's Town, }fay 20, 1853. 

The Hon'ble the lfembcrs of the Lcgi&lative Council. 
HONOURABI.E GENTI,EME~,-It will be in your recollection 

tll8.t as S0011 as certain mcnsures were taken by Governor Cath­
cart, immedIately on his arrival III the colony in the month of 
April, 1852, in resl)cct to the passing of the ordinance for the 
estnhlishment of a Representative A&scmbly, and the transllllS-
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sion of that instrument to Her Majesty's Government for final 
confirmation, the General proceeded without delay to relieve 
his predecessor in British Kaffraria, and assume the command 
of the army, at that time still engaged in a frontier war of 
rebellion; and that, having arrived at King William's Town on 
the 9th April, the responsibility in respect to the conduct of the 
late war then first devolved upon him from that date. 

The state of things as he found them at that time was as 
follows:-

I.-The Gaika Chief SandHli and his associate chieftains, 
with their numerous followers, though somewhat disheartened 
by fifteen months' active and successful operations, and less 
'Well provided with ammunition than they had been at the 
beginning of the war, were still in occupation of their several 
locations, and though repeated patrols had traversed their 
intricate country, and the rebels had been chased about from 
one haunt to another, they had never been permanently driven 
out of their forest strongholds, and there was no evidence to 
show that the Gaika tribe, originally amounting to 27,000 
souls, and probably counting 0000 effective warriors, had been 
yet dispersed or materially reduced in numbers. Their crops 
of Indian com had, to a great extent, been destroyed; and 
of their cattle, some had been captured, some had been driven 
across the Kei into Kreili's country, or into other locations, by 
the Kafirs themselves, for security; and but little remained to 
supply their immediate wants in respect to food. 

This was the pOSItion of the hostile KaHrs who occupied the 
Amatolas and northern portion of British Kaffraria; whilst of 
the T'Slambie chiefs, whose tribes occupy the southern portion 
and sea-board of' British Kaffraria, Pato and Siwani had proved 
faithful to their allegiance, and the Chief Umhala, although 
suspected of insincerity as to his professions of loyalty, had 
never openly taken part in the rebellion. 

Had this been otherwise, it is manifest that British Kaffraria. 
would have been untenable, King WIlliam's Town must have 
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been abandoned as the base of operations, and the lost territory 
would only have been recoverable by re-conquest from some 
other base. 

2.-Some thirty miles within the colony, in the district of 
Fort "Beaufort, stands the Kroome 1\Iountain Range, In which 
the too notorious vVaterkloof is only one of five or six deep 
and densely wooded concentric ravines, each several miles in 
length, radiating to various points of the compass. This 
mountain fastness, although it had been several times patrolled 
through, wIth more or less effect and loss on each occasion, 
and had been the scene of most arduous and gallant enterprise 
and hard service on the part of Her Majest.y's troops and levies, 
was, nevertheless, at the period at which this Minute com­
mences, agrun in full and entire possession of the enemy. In­
deed it is asserted by the Chief Macomo, that lle and his two 
or three thousand followers had never been driven out of the 
district; but had dodged from one kloof to another, and re­
occupwd their former position as soon u.s the troops had been 
withdrawn. 

At that time this obstinate and crafty chief had associated 
with him the rebellious Tambookie chieftain Quesha, with nu­
merous followers, as well as a very considerable body of Hot­
ten tots; most of whom had formed a portion of the band of 
the rebel Hermanus, nnd had sought shelter in the Kroome 
mountains SInce the death of that chief and dIspersion of his 
followers, and had been jomed by deserters and others. The 
more enterprising of these, Issuing forth in maraudmg pn.rties, 
well mounted and armed, had long been the scourge of the 
colony, extending theIr depredations far into the districts of 
Cradock and Somerset, and appeared to be carrying on their 
nefarious doings with increasmg audacity there, though not 
without severe encounters and loss of life on both sides; and, 
in spite of the vigtlance and noble resistance of the farmers of 
those dIstncts, too often succeeded in carrymg off their booty, 
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lodging it in security, beyond the possibility of rescue, in their 
impenetrable receptacle for stolen property. 
3.~The petty Rafir chiefs, 8eyolo, Stock, and Tola, each at 

the head of daring and adventurous followers, among whom 
were also rebel Hottentots, had established themselves ruso 
within the colonial border, and were lurking in the Keiskammo. 
kloofs and Fish River bush, frequently extending their maraud­
ing excursions far within the district of Albany, carrying off 
their booty into their almost undiscoverable retreats; and from 
the commencement of the war, these freebooters had not only 
cut off all communication in the direct line between King Wil­
liam's Town and .. Graham's Town by Line Drift, but rendered 
travelling in the district of Albany and Fort Beaufort, except 
under strong military escort, impracticable; and even carried 
devastation and terror to the suburbs of Graham's Town; 
whilst, with the exception of Fort Peddie and Alice, two con­
centrated Fingo locations, the whole district of south Victoria. 
was in their full possession. 

4.-The distl1Qt known as the Kat River Settlement, or 
Stockenstrom, which might be considered as the soil in ;which 
the seeds of the rebellion had principally been SOWD, or spon­
taneously germinated, was now deserted, and its population 
dispersed, one half at least having joined in active rebellion :­
but of the other it would be unjust not to notice that a large 
portion had been enrolled, and was doing good and gallant 
service on the side of Government; and the remainder had 
rallied for protection, and to avoid suspicion, round the mili­
tary station at Eland's Post. 

5.-North of the Katberg Range, in the Tambookie country, 
the faithful regent N onese, widow of the deceased great chief 
U mtirara, had migrated beyond the Bashee, with as many of 
her followers as she could influence, in order to withdraw them 
from contaminatIOn. Those Tambookle trIbes that had be­
come involved in the rebellion were still engaged in acts of 
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spoliation, and destruction of the property of the farmers in 
the districts of North Victoria, Albert, and Cradock; and these, 
associated with the rebel Hottentots of that northern distlict, 
still continued to be a very formidable symptom in the general 
disordered state of things. 

Without entering into the orIgin of this portion of the war 
(as regards the 'l'nmbookie participation in it) in this place, 
there is no doubt that it had become a part of the general war 
of races; and had it not been checked by the gallant and able 
exertions of Captain Tylden, of the Royal Engineers, who wus 
sent to 'Vhittlesea at the outbreak, to take the command of 
such local force as he could there collect; and who had organ· 
ised and made good use of the burghers and other native levies 
of that dIstrict, it might have proved at least as formidable us 
that on the Kuffrurian frontier. 

This war, though much subdued, was not extinguished; and 
a system of captures and reprisals still prevailed, leaving the 
frontier in a state of insecurity and ruu,rm, und obliging the 
abandonment of all border farms. 

B.-The paramount Chief Kreili, who resides beyond the Kei, 
but whose hereditary and feudal influence was acknowledged as 
extending over the whole of the Kafir tribes, had recently taken 
part in a formidable combined hostIle movement against the 
dlstnct of North VictOlia, which was repulsed and defeated, 
WIth the inflIctIOn of great Joss, by Captain Tylden,-and was 
still decidedly aiumg and abetting in the cause of the war of 
races. He contumaciously refused to comply with an injunc­
tion imposed by the formcr Governor, when he withdrew his 
troops from an expedition beyond the Kei, after captUling Borne 
30,000 hend of cattle,-which injunction WttS a payment of a 
further fiDe of 1500 110Ud of cattle, 10 compensation for da 
mage uone to certain missionaries and trudel!,' property "ithin 
Ius terrItory, and in token of submiSSIOn. A letter of demand 
of payment, as a pledge of sinccrity in Ius prollllses to the 
former Govcrnor, was rcturned, WIth no promise of compliance 
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The participation of Ilis people in the war could be proved, 
but it was not tben known that he had been personally en­
gaged. 

7.-In the Sovereignty, 400 miles removed from the base of 
operations,-with whioh district, from the nature of the inter­
vening oountry and the interrupted oourse of postal arrange­
ments, communioation often ocoupied a fortnight or three 
weeks'interval,-a mistaken policy had provoked a system of 
petty warfare between the burgher population and the powerful 
Basuto people along their whole extensive frontier. Although 
in this warfare both parties had hitherto abstained from de­
struction of property, captures of cattle and reprisals, often 
with loss of life on both sides, were of frequent recurrence. 

In this qURrrel, the agent of Government appears to have 
adopted the cause of the burghers, without taking the course 
of investigation and mediation, with a view to amICable adj nst· 
ment of certain bOlmdary questions, where justice not only 
would have warranted but demanded that observance; and, 
having no military force to support his authority, had called in 
to his aid certnin petty chieftains and their bands, whom he 
still openly instigated to vex and annoy the Bnsutos, whose 
powerful, and by no means ill-disposed chief, he had denounced 
as an enemy to the Queen. 

Although there did not appear to be any immediate danger 
to the colony from that quarter, reports led to the belief that if 
this state of things were long suffered to continue, and tlle 
authority of the British Resident held in oontempt, a war, more 
difficult to manage and more expensive than the Kafl'rmian 
war, must sooner or later be the rosult; and one in whioh it 
is very questionablo whether justice and good faith would be 
found to be on the side supported by the British Government. 
The influence of this paramount cLief on his dependant ~forosi, 
who resides 011 t11B coloninl frontier of Albert, and was asso­
CIated in mIschief with the l'ebol Tnmbookies, alRo kept tll1lt 
dIstrict in a constant state of wnrfnre nnd alarll. 
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Added to these difficulties, which, contrary to the too san­
guine expectations entertained in many quarters as to the pos­
sibilityof speedily terminating the war, remained to be disposed 
of, 0. new feature in the border warfare had recently sprung up. 
TIns was an organised system among all the rebel Hottentots 
in arms, who, though separated in various" laagers" or camps, 
under their respectIve commanders, had acknowledged the su­
preme authority of nn able and influential Hottentot leadcr of 
thc name of 'Villem UithaaldeT, who exercised the most arbi­
u'ary control over them. The force obedient to his command, 
when all concentrated at Ins bIdding, might amount to 400 
well m'med and mounted men, many of whom were trained and 
disciplined deserters. 

The advantage of secret Information, delived from unsus­
l)Ccted confederates in the colony, and the facilities of sudden 
concentration, and, when the dced wns done, of equally sudden 
dIspersion among the hostile Kafirs, rendered these enemies 
difficult to deal with-so that on one occasion, at the Koonap, 
they proved but too successful j and once only, by the judicious 
arrangements of Ilfajor-General Yorke and the indefatigable 
exertions of J..Jieutenant-Colonel Eyre and the gallant troops 
under his command, was it found possible to llUnt them up or 
surpriso them, with nny renl effect, l)y tho movement of regular 
troops. 

Thc true state of tllings, os they existed on tho northern 
and enstOln fl'Ontiel' of tho colony, when the responsibility 
devolvecl upon tho n('w Commander-m-ChICf in tho month of 
AprIl, I R52, having been fnithfully set forth, It is necessary in 
the next plnee to advert to the mensures" hioh were adopted 
to meet them; anel as the leadmg facts are already in posses­
sion of the publIc, It is need1ess to elltcr into any mIlItary 
details. 

Tho policy adopted by tho new Commnnder-in-Chief, and 
o 2 
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from which he has never swerved, may be explained in 0. few 
words:-

1st. To remove the principal base of operations from King 
William's Town to a point within the colony, and commence 
systematically working outwards from that base. 

2ndly. To make good every advantage gained, so that the 
enemy when once expelled should not be suffered to return. 

Srdly. To establish a mounted police force within the colonial 
boundary, for the security of the frontier districts agrunst ma­
rauders. 

4thly. To clear the Waterkloof and other strongholds held by 
KaHrs, and abolish all Kafir locations within the colony. 

5thly. To clear the Amatolas; and, after the total and fina.l 
expulsion of the rebellious Gaikas, to secure military occupa­
tion of that vantage ground by a. sufficient force and a system 
of field works, or intrenched camps, easily defended by a few 
hands, thereby multiplying the efficient strength of the dis­
posable force. 

6thly. Finally, when these things should be accomplished, 
and that the rebels should be sufficiently punished and sub­
dued, and compelled to submit and sue for pardon, then to 
exercise the royal prerogative of mercy, entrusted to the discre­
tion of the Govcrnor and Commander-in-Chief, in granting 
pardon and peace to the subjects recently in rebellion-not 
treating with them, but dictating such terms as should appear 
practicable, just, and expedient, and such as it might, in the 
nature of things, be possible to enforce with the means at his 
disposal, so as to secure the prospect of as lasting 0. peace as 
existing circumsta.nces, whIch human power cannot change, 
would pet'mit. 

It is unnecessaI'y in this paper, whIch is not intended to serve 
as a chronicle of events, to carry on a narrative of military ope­
rations, or to recount the noble and indefatigable exertions made 
by nor Mnjesty'R troops and paid levies during a two years' 
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unintenllpted warfare. Trusting to the documents already 
published for those details, it is only necessary briefly to re­
mind you, senatim, of the manner in which the ends proposed 
have been cunied out and accomplished:-

1st. By the establishment of the post on the Temacha, and 
the restoration and occupatIOn of that at Line Drift, the direct 
communication between Graham's Town and King Wilham's 
TOWIl, which hud remained closed since tIle commencement of 
the war, was re-opened. 

The Temacha post, also, at once served as a separation be­
tween the loyal und dIsloyal, and l'endering the country of 
8eyolo no longer tenable, shortly induced the surrender of 
that ellief. 

2ndly. Although all the advantages to be derived from the 
port of East London and the garrison of Kiug William's Town 
were duly appreciated and kept in opemtion, the head quarters 
were removed to Fort BeaufOl't, as the point within the colony 
from whence milItary operatIons might be directed m a syste­
matICal manner, WIth a view not only to the suppression of 
rebellion withm the boundary, but the removal of hostilities fur 
beyond it, accordmg to the system above enunciated. 

3rdly. In additIon to the existing organisation of puid levies 
Rnd numerous burgher stations, \~ llicb appeltred to be Insuffi­
cient for tho purpobc, tlw measure of the establIshment of an 
effiCIent mounted pohce for the better protection of the border 
dibtricts was carried out WIth as lIttle delay as possible. The 
Importance of this mensure, pmved by its successful operatIon, 
IS suffiCIently manIfest to require no argument in support of It. 

4thly. The next step was to prOVIde, with all pOSSIble atton­
tIon to the other numerous points then in dIfficulty, for the 
better l'estramt of the lawless forays which emanated from the 
'Vatel'kloof, as fur as the menns then available would admit; 
but a due regard to other eXlgencies dId not render those means 
bufficlCnt for a final dcarnnce at that 1110ment. 
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Some active operations, however, ending in the establish­
ment of a permanent military post, garrisoned by a battalion in 
the centre of the Kroome Range, and the restoration and re­
occupation of the post at the Koonap, and other precautions, 
rendered it possible to leave the frontier of the colony in suffi­
cient security whilst another urgent service called for the ab­
sence of the Commander-in-Chief, and a considerable portion 
of his available force. 

This ocoasion was the neoessity for an expedition beyond the 
Kei, oalled for by circumstances whioh have already been ex­
plained. 

A proolamation was issued, calling forth the colonial energies 
in support of their own cause, founded on reasons therein 
stated, and although many excuses were received, on account 
of the disturbed state of things and the necessi ty for domestic 
protection, many noble-spirited and loyal burghers, led by 
Commandants Kroger and Van Aardt, met the Commander-in­
Chief at Bram Neck, on the appointed day. 

From the districts of Albany, Port Elizabeth, Victoria, and 
Fort Beaufort, a very efficient and public-spirited body of vo­
lunteers, armed, mounted, and equipped by voluntary subscrip­
tions raised by the more wealthy part of the community, to 
whom it was not convenient to rcnder personal service, and a 
well-appointed band of mounted volunteers from King Wil­
liam's Town, who took the field at their own expense, also 
joined the force, and worthily completed the colonial con­
tingent. 

These, supported by the detachments of Her Majesty's 
troops under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel l\fichel and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Napier, sufficed in one foray to levy the 
fine of 15,000 head of cattle, which the Commander-in-Chief 
considered sufficient penalty, for as much as the fine itself only 
amounted to 1700 head, and that same chief had within two 
yell.rs been mulcted of not less than 60,000 head of cattle, the 
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,ulne of which to the owners deprived of them, and inoluding 
numbers dispersed and killed by over-driving, oannot be oom­
puted at less than £100,000. 

The acquisition of cattle was no objeot, and all that was taken 
WtlS dlyideu) at Balottu, among the burghers nnd other oolonists 
"ho had assi&ted in its capture; but in point of polioy, it was 
the dCbil'e of the Governor to show the promptness and faCIlIty 
with wIuch a &inllllll: penalty ooulu be enforoed, should it be 
justly incurred at (tny future time; and that the colonial ener­
gies, unullleu by Hcr :hIl~esty's troops, if heartily put forth, 
would be suffioient to do It. 

This havmg been accomplIshed in a nine days' foray, the 
Governor lost no time in traversing tlle deserteu country of the 
'Vllluvogelberg Rnd Kabom,le, 111 a Btlaigllt line to Kmg'Vil­
hum's TOWll, whero Ilis budden and unexpected appearanee, 
with the knowledge tbat tho force which hud gone beyond the 
Kei would return to their fOlmer stations in a few days, could 
not aud (lId 110t f:ul to produce 0. salutary imllression. 

110 tllen assembled all the fuendly chiefs at Fort lIurray, 
the residence of tho T'BlambIe Commissioner, Captalll ~Iac­
Jeau, WllObC judICIOuS management, founded on strict equity and 
clll'ried out WIth firm nebS, hn.d secured their confidence and 
('~te(\lll; find gl\Tll1g them due credit for tlWIr loyalty, and 
pomtmg out to thom tho advantages of their pro~l)erous cir­
(JuU1&tnnces, ns contrasted "ith those of tho11' misguided and 
rebellious bl'ctlll'ell, he hau reason to foel convinced tLat even if 
thclr fidelIty lUld evor wavcrcd, it was then confhmecl and 
bOCUl'O. Of tIns 110 hns S111CO e~cricnced n.mple proof. 

As Eloon as tho troops h:t<l returncu from the KOl, and t1mt, 
loaYing' all thmg" bare, 118 could ,uthdrl1.w n sufficient avrulable 
force, the neAt ollj ('et becnme the final clem nllee of tho 'Vater­
kloof. TIns was nccomplu;hecl by the unparalleled exertions of 
flome 2000 of lIer l\Iajcsty's troops nnd some Flllgoes and 
loyal IIottcntots, in throe days' and mgllts' ullcea~iDg vlgilunce 
und eXCluon; fur tllCY &lcpt nt llight~ in the plnee ,,,here they 
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