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Khalambazo neighbourhood in Mamelodi, is 
severely stunted in its ability to meaningfully 
contribute to the local cultural-economic futures 
because it is structurally and spatial limited.

2

General Issue

Scars of the past are etched onto our urban 
landscape

 
 
 

 

©©  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  PPrreettoorriiaa  

 



Africa South Africa Gauteng City of Tshwane

A   Mamelodi B   Pretoria CBD C   Diepsloot D   Soweto

Site Locality 

25.708639 S / 28.373877 E 
Corner of Tsomo St. & Sibande Ave 
Parcel No: 35465

Tsako Thabo 
School

Tsomo 
Street

Sibande 
Avenue

Mamelodi 
Musjid

Selected 
site

Being removed from its greater surroundings (physically and economically) places the residents of Khalambazo in 
a state of vulnerability and socio-economic dependency (Levy 2020: 22). 
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This single-faceted landscape has resulted in a 
lack of informal & formal economic convergence 
spaces, public space, communal facilities and 
desirable living conditions, however, the micro 
urban fabric which has prevailed displays 
resilience in the form of appropriated street 
edges and an informal local economy. 

Urban Issue

Lack of implementation of SDF’s
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Thus the architectural issue which will be 
addressed is how to combat the attenuation of 
public architecture within Mamelodi while 
providing the members of Khalambazo with a 
platform which celebrates the vibrant local 
economy.

Architectural Issue 

Attenuation of public architecture
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Figure 1: Macro mapping analysis taking into account a variety of factors (Levy 2020)

The study area is isolated from the greater economic activities of the 
region. People who reside within Khalambazo have to travel great 
distances to work, leaving early and arriving late in the evening. This 
makes employment difficult for those who cannot afford public 
transport or have commitments to stay at home during the day. 

Macro Analysis

Limited Access / Limited Opportunities 
/ Dormitory Settlement / Pendulum 

Migration
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Movement of glass

Main sources of glass

Dumping grounds or waste collection points

Main roads within Khalambazo
Natural border which isolates the 
community from its surrounds

Meso Analysis

Movement of glass in Mamelodi Green Economies & Waste Barriers experienced 

Initial mapping revealed that Khalambazo generates vast amounts 
of glass which is then recycled. The success of glass recycling 

can be attributed to the contribution from the surrounding 
communities. 

Due to the vast amount of recycling taking place in Khalambazo 
the green economy has developed and spread to other neglected 

areas, predominantly in green belts.

Mapping reveals how isolated the community of Khalambazo is 
from its greater surroundings as the natural barriers inhibit 

natural movement and flow. 
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Paths

Edges

Districts

Landmarks

Nodes

Meso Analysis

Kevin Lynch Elements of the City

In order to be able to generate a site vision, the elements of 
the site need to be analyzed and identified. Lynch (1960:41) 
classified the perceived physical forms into five convenient 
types of elements which include: 
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Micro Analysis

Formal and Informal trading conditions

Existing Process

The current lifecycle of glass 
does not reach full potential as 
there are value laden steps 
which are missing.

Proposed Process

Mechanical crushing and 
processing allows for greater 
quality control where the glass 
can now be used for craft 
projects or in the construction 
industry. 

Glass life cycle within Khalambazo

Informal Economy Activity Built Economy Recycling Initiatives 
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Site specific activities
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Together

Alone

Mind

Material Whole

Pieces

Past

Future Harmony

Control

Share

AccumulateBuilt

Landscape

Conceptual Approach

Drawing from the understanding of Space as Ritual, it is possible to 
articulate an understanding of African conditions by contrasting African 
philosophy with Western philosophy. Through an understanding of the 
space in question the most relevant approach to architecture would be to 
celebrate the intricacies which make the site unique.
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Site Vision

The potential in the site lies in utilising the sites underlying socio-economic vibrance and 
applying it to new infrastructures which can compliment or facilitate the existing spatial 
gestalt. Creating quality spaces is the result of the placemaking process which results in 
space where people want to work, play, shop and visit.

Recover and reintegrate 
underutilized space back 

into Khalambazo.

Inhabit and redefine the 
edge condition of site.

Intervention to define 
rhythm of site in 

appropriate scale.
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