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Appendix A: Description of book titles, reading time, and maternal book related utterances

	Participant
	Title of book selected
	Time spent reading
(minute: second)
	Number of maternal 
utterances

	1
	The Fox and the Grapes 
	1:56
	40

	2
	The Donkey in the Lion’s skin 
	4:05
	69

	3
	The Bee who wanted more stripes
	6:22
	57

	4
	The Donkey in the Lion’s skin 
	6:47
	113

	5
	The Lion and the Mouse 
	2:40
	63

	6
	The Bundle of sticks
	2:20
	57

	7
	The Lion and the Mouse 
	4:15
	86

	8
	The Donkey in Lion’s skin 
	8:33
	210

	9
	Tenali Raman meets Goddess Kaali
	4:15
	73

	10
	The Crow and the Peacock 
	1:41
	36

	11
	The Lion and the Gnat
	3:27
	87

	12
	Thirsty Crow 
	1:01
	33

	13
	The Fox and the Grapes 
	1:06
	18

	14
	The Dove and the Ant 
	2:06
	38

	15
	The Lion and the Mouse 
	1:34
	33

	16
	Ramayana- The story of Ram-Sita 
	3:25
	80

	17
	The Monkey and the Crocodile 
	5:42
	82

	18
	The Capseller and Monkey 
	1:33
	29

	19
	The Goose that laid the golden egg 
	1:21
	28

	20
	The Donkey in the Lion’s skin 
	3:15
	44

	21
	The Donkey in the Lion’s skin 
	12:15
	300

	22
	The Honest Woodcutter
	2:01
	46

	23
	Ayyappan 
	3:38
	96

	24
	Akbar and Birbal story- The tale of opposites
	2:53
	83

	25
	The Tiger and the Woodpecker 
	2:34
	65

	26
	The Greedy Python
	8:09
	191
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Appendix B
Details of books selected for shared book reading
	Book details
	Summary
	Description and number of pages
	Genre

	The Fox and the Grapes. (2017). Prism Books Private Limited.

	The story of a fox who tries to get a bunch of grapes hanging from the tree. Fox attempts to get the grapes go in vain, and he fails to accept his own defeat. This story gives a lesson that nothing is easy without hardwork.
	This story has more picture illustrations with less print and has 16 pages.
	Folk tale- Aesop’s fable

	The Donkey in Lion’s Skin. (2017). Prism Books Private Limited.

	The story of a donkey who wore a lion’s skin and marches into a nearby village resulting in frightening the villagers. Villagers find out the truth and teaches the donkey a lesson.
	This story has more picture illustrations with less print and has 28 pages.
	Folk tale- Aesop’s fable

	The Bee who wanted more stripes

Source: Hall, D. (2000). Jimbo Comes Home. Parragon Book Service Limited.

	The story of a bee named Bertie who wants more stripes on its body. Bertie meets several animals and enquire about how they got their stripes, and gets different ideas from them. However, Bertie failed to do the same ways and gets wise advice which changes bee’s perspective.
	This story is one of the stories from the children’s storytime collections: Jimbo comes home and other stories. This story has fewer picture illustrations with more print and has 6 pages
	Folk tale- Fable

	Aesop’s Fables: The Bundle of Sticks. (2016). Om Books International.

	The story of a father who had a family of sons who always quarreled with one another. This story indicates how the father finds a solution to this problem and teaches his son a lesson. It illustrates both the value of hard work.
	This story has more picture illustrations with less print and has 16 pages.
	Folk tale- Aesop’s Fable

	Aesop’s Fables: The Lion and the Mouse. (2016). Om Books International.

	The story of a tiny mouse that accidentally disturbs a lion from his rest. To the mouse's surprise and delight, the lion decides to let her go free. Later, when the lion is caught in a poacher's net, the mouse nibbles through the rope and, returning the favor, sets the lion free. This story highlights about kindness and love.
	This story has more picture illustrations with less print and has 16 pages.
	Folk tale- Aesop’s Fable

	Tenali Raman meets Goddess Kaali

Source:
Stories of Tenali Raman. Shree Book Centre.

	The story of a wise scholar man named Tenali Raman who was also known as court jester because of his witty and humorous stories. One day he meets the Goddess Kaali and has an encounter where Tenali makes fun of Goddess Kaali. Goddess Kaali gets impressed by his intelligence, forgives him, and blesses him.
	This story is one of the stories available in the collection of stories of Tenali Raman. It has less picture illustrations with more print and has 24 pages. 
	Folk tale- mythological stories

	Fernihough, J. (2021). The Crow and the Peacock. Eerdmans Publication Co.

	The story of a crow that is in awe of the peacock’s magnificent tail - and believes that the peacock must be the happiest bird of all. But when Crow discovers the peacock's wish to fly free, he realizes who was the happiest bird.
	This story has more picture illustrations with less print and has 32 pages.
	Folk tale-Fable

	The Lion and the gnat 

Source: Aesop’s Fables: Lion Tales. (2017). Igloo Books Limited.

	The story of a lion and a mosquito. Lion was so proud of himself and underestimated the mosquito. Mosquito decided to teach the lion a lesson which he will remember for his life. 
	This story is one of the stories in the collection of Aesop’s fables lions tale. It has more picture illustrations with less print and has 24 pages in total in this book.
	Folk tale- Aesop’s fable

	Fabulous Fables: The Thirsty Crow. (2015). Om Books International.

	The story of a crow who wins against all the odds and satisfies his thirst and proves himself bigger than his problems.
	This story has more picture illustrations with less print and has 19 pages.
	Folk tale-Fable


	Aesop’s fables: The Dove and the Ant. Om Books International.
	The Dove and the Ant is a story about the reward of compassionate behavior. A dove saw an ant fall into a brook. The ant struggled in vain to reach the bank, and in pity, the dove dropped a blade of straw close beside it, and helped the ant float safely to shore.
	This story has more picture illustrations with less print and has 19 pages.
	Folk tale- Aesop’s fable

	Ramayana- (The story of Ram-Sita) 

Source: Vilas, S., & Trivedi, I. (2021). Illustrated Ramayana for Children. Prakash Books India Private Limited

	The story narrates Lord Ram’s heroism in saving Sita from the villain Ramavana and Sita’s devotion towards her husband. This is an Indian mythological story with a narration of the triumph of good over evil.
	This story has picture illustrations with more print and has 232 pages. 
	Mythological fiction

	Panchatantra Stories: The Monkey and the Crocodile. (2015). Om Books International.

	The story of a monkey and a crocodile narrates how the two develop a strong bond of friendship. A foolish mistake on the part of the crocodile ends their friendship. It also shows how the monkey uses his wisdom to save his life. 
	This story has more picture illustrations and less print. It has 16 pages.

	Folk tale-Fables

	Stories from Panchatantra: The Cap Seller and the Monkeys and Other stories. (2018). BPI (India) Private Limited.

	The story of a capseller who visits a village and decides to take rest. A group of monkeys troubles him and the story narrates how his wisdom helps him to encounter the situation.
	This story has more picture illustrations and less print. It has 16 pages.


	Folk tale-Fables

	Fabulous Fables: The Goose that laid the Golden Egg. (2015). Om Books International.

	This is the story of a goose who laid golden eggs every day. This makes the owner of the goose wealthy and greedy. His greed leads him to take a wrong decision and that teaches him a lesson.
	This story has more picture illustrations and less print. It has 16 pages.
	Folk tale- Aesop’s fable

	Famous Moral stories from Panchatantra: An Honest Woodcutter. (2020). Dreamland Publications.
	The story of a woodcutter who accidentally dropped his axe into a river. As this job was his only means of livelihood, he sat down and wept. Taking pity on him, the God dove into the water and returned with a golden axe.
	This story has more picture illustrations and less print. It has 32 pages.
	Folk tale- Aesop’s Fable

	Sharma, Y. (1975). Ayyappan. Amar Chitra Katha Private Limited. 

	This is the story of Ayyappa Swamy. Ayyappan's courage is described as unlimited and his wisdom as unmatched. As he ascends to his rightful place as the god of Sabarimala, the glow of Ayyappan's compassion makes even earthly riches lose their glitter.
	This story has picture illustrations with more print and has 32 pages. 

	Mythological fiction

	Akbar and Birbal story- Tale of opposites 
Source: 151 Akbar Birbal Stories. (2019). Manoj Publications Editorial Board.

	This is the story of a king named Akbar and his minister Birbal. One day Akbar gives a challenge to Birbal and this story narrates how Birbal accepts the king’s challenge and handles it with his intelligence. 

	This is one of the Indian folktale stories from the collection of 151 Akbar Birbal stories. This is an Indian folktale story. 


	Folk tale- Fable

	Pai, A. (2003). The Tiger and the Woodpecker. Amar Chitra Katha Private Limited. 

	The story of a tiger and woodpecker. One day tiger was in distress as there was a bone stuck in his throat. Woodpecker suggested help under one condition and the tiger agreed. However, the story narrates how the tiger fails to fulfill the condition he promised and how the woodpecker deals with the tiger.
	This story has more picture illustrations and less print. It has 32 pages.

	Folk tale- Fable

	Buckley, R. (2009). The Greedy Python. Little Simon.

	The story of a greedy python who eats every creature he comes across in the jungle. From a tiny mouse to an enormous elephant, the eaten animals befriend one another in the belly of the snake, where they team up and kick the inside of the python until he spits them out. This is a humorous tale about manners, respect, and friendship.
	This story has more picture illustrations and less print. It has 24 pages.

	Folk tale- Fable






















Appendix C: Maternal interactive behaviors during shared book reading
	MATERNAL INTERACTIVE BEHAVIORS
	OPERATIONAL DEFINITIONS
	EXAMPLES

	Labeling 
	Labels objects or events
	Mother says: “It’s a donkey.”
Mother says: “Fox is jumping.”

	Direct attention 
	Tells or directs the child to do something and looking at the child when narrating the story
	Mother says:  “Wow! Look at this!”
Mother says: “Look at that!” 

	Asking open- and close-ended questions
	Parent provides a phrase/question related to the content of the book in which the child can answer using one word or more than one word.
Use of following type of questions were considered under this category: yes/no questions, WH-questions, and other closed- and open- ended questions
	Mother: “Where did the monkey go?”, “What did the monkey say?”, “Who was monkey’s best friend?”
“Do you know that one?”
“Is it?”
“How many kids does he have?”
“Wasn’t he sleeping?”

	Referencing print
	Parent calls attention to parts of the book such as author, illustrator, discussing the title of the book, cover pages and pointing to the book; assists the child in developing awareness of the book’s physical organization or story narrative and encourages child’s attending to the print characteristics of the book
	Mother says: “Title of the story is - The monkey and the crocodile”
 Mother says: “Look at the alphabet A.”


	Bridging  


	Questions or statements that referred to making connections from the story content to everyday experiences
	Mother: “Do you remember that?”; “Have you seen a horse?”
 Mother: “How do you eat chicken and egg? It’s the same way.”

	Repetition 
	Copies the child’s utterance
	Child says: “Then zebra”
Mother says: “Zebra”

Child says: “School children.”
Mother says: “School children.”

	Expansion 

	Verbalizations where parent adds additional prompt or new information to what the child has responded. Often this is a follow-up to a prompt that mother has just given and the child has said
			
	Child says: “Pieces.”
Mother says: “Small pieces”,

Child says: “Horse.”
Mother says: “They were sitting on the horse.”

	Prompting
	Verbal hints/prompts that provide conceptual links between objects, persons, activities, or functions that may occur in relation to objects, activities, and topics of conversation through verbal or semantic links between events or illustrations 
	Mother: “What was there? Wa..wa..”
Child: “Water.”,

Mother: “Don’t..”
Child: “Don’t do it.”

	Elaboration 

	Explains picture and/or text 
	Mother says: “Goddess Kaali has two hands and ten heads.”

Mother says: “Mosquito gets trapped inside the spider web.”

	Recast 

	Parent restates the child’s verbalization into a question format
	Child: “Yesterday I saw it.”
Mother: “Did you see this one yesterday?” (pointing the book)

Child: “Net.”
Mother: “How did he get trapped in the net?”

	Predicting 


	Asks for information not yet indicated in text 
	Mother: “How many fish are there?”

Mother: “What did Sita do after she went to the forest?”

	Reading 
	The parent is reading a sentence (or label, or paragraph) of the book. 
Reading not requiring a response
	Mother says: “Once upon a time…..”

Mother says: “Bertie thought for few moments and said perhaps………”

	Recalling  
	Reviews story details, plots, and/or theme 
	Mother: “Why Tenali Raman was laughing?”

Mother: “Which axe did Devi give first to the woodcutter?”

	Retelling 
	At intervals during the story or at the completion of the story, the parent/listener retells, in order, the most important main ideas and details

	Mother says: So, what did the donkey do? The donkey….

Mother says: “Monkey went for lunch at crocodile’s house. Crocodile’s wife prepared….”

	Providing feedback  


	Corrects or confirms a response/ provide praise, positive or negative feedback
	Mother says: “Yes, that’s correct.”

Mother says: “No, it’s not the same. This one is small.”

	Smiling and laughing
	Parent smiles and is having fun reading with the child
	Mother says: “Did you see how widely he opens his mouth?” (demonstrated it and both mother and child laughs together)
Mother says: “All four of them were fighting, like how you fight with your sister.” (mother and child were laughing and giggling together and continued narrating the plot)

	Gestures 


	Representation/iconic gestures (using the gestures by hand, body or facial movements to depict an action)

	Bringing the hands together to show jumping or an object represented in the book

Eg: Mother says: “What did the fox do? Fox jumped (along with the body gesture) to get the grapes.”
Mother says: “Lakshman drew a line (along with the gesture using hands), a golden line called Lakshmanrekha and he went.”

	Physical prompt
	Parent maintains a physical contact with the child; hug the child and pat the child
	-
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