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The relationship between 

architectural theory and practice 

is a widely debated and intricate 

subject, with many viable arguments 

and managerial challenges.  This 

dissertation aimed to discover what 

the possibilities are in addressing 

the matter through the design of a 

facility that would accommodate 

the development of a sustainable 

relationship between the two 

aspects of architecture.  

The main reasons for the 

problematic relationship between 

theory and practice are that the 

industry believes that universities 

are not producing students ready 

for practice; research performed at 

the university does not coincide with 

the relevant issues experienced in 

practice; and the industry does not 

effectively influence the educational 

system.  The author is of the opinion 

that the current relationship between 

theory and practice is in dire need 

of an intervention that will improve 

the relationship between the two 

entities, to create an environment 

that is beneficial to the education 

and practice of architecture.

The architectural concept focused 

on the development of a series of 

foyers that can facilitate a series of 

spatial and functional relationships.  

The different relationships are in 

reality inseparable, but in order to 

create interdependency between 

theory and practice the ideal 

circumstances had to be identified.  

This knowledge, regarding the ideal 

circumstances, is used to create 

right environment for all aspects of 

a mutually beneficial relationship to 

develop.

As illustrated in Figures 9.1 - 9.9 the 

foyers can be divided into a series 

of layers, but as they overlap new 

foyers are created, until ultimately 

the entire structure becomes one 

large urban foyer consisting of 

many smaller foyers.  Each of these 

foyers are designed to serve a 

different aspect, social intellectual or 

practical, of a more interdependent 

relationship between theory and 

practice. 

The specific site was chosen 

due to the fact that it has similar 

segregation issues that also need 

to be addressed.  The segregation 

of the two campuses is addressed 

through the design of an inviting and 

accessible inhabited, pedestrian 

bridge, also allowing the local 

community into both campuses.  

The specific programme of the 

building, including workshop 

spaces, studios, a restaurant and 

exhibition spaces, aids in the re-

establishment of the relationship 

between the different departments 

within the Built Environment.  The 

public open spaces around the 

structure serve the programmatic 

function, aiding in the development 

of social, intellectual and practical 

relationships.

The large billboards on the eastern 

and western facades assisted in 

the development of the University’s 

new interface to the public and 

the community, establishing better 

relationships between segregated 

entities.

The architectural language of 

the building succeeds in being a 

landmark building within the urban 
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context, while still respecting its 

direct context, adding value to the 

spaces around it.

The project is not designed as one 

finished intervention, but rather as 

the first step in a series of events 

and interventions.  The influence the 

BESC has in architectural circles and 

the rest of the community should be 

re-evaluated as often as possible, 

and additions and alterations  to 

the structure should be made as 

relationships require it.  

The desired legacy of the project is 

to create a platform for interaction 

between members of the industry 

and students, in order to make the 

transition from theory to practice 

easier and more effective.   

“If the next generation of architects cannot define some new relationship between the public and the process of building, 

they wil l  lose that special sense of identity which the profession has treasured for so long… it is in this context that the 

most signif icant changes in methods of gett ing work are to be found” (Golzen: 1984, 9). 
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Figure 9.1 Top level interaction with lower levels Figure 9.4 Top level - socia,l practical and intellectual foyers Figure 9.7 Top level - all foyers

Figure 9.8 Bridge level - all foyers

Figure 9.9 Ground level - all foyers

Figure 9.5 Bridge level - social, practical and intellectual foyers

Figure 9.6 Ground level - social, practical and intellectual foyers

Figure 9.2 Bridge level interaction with other levels

Figure 9.3 Ground level interaction with other levels
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183

The way the Bauhaus approached 

and publicised design changed 

the world’s perception regarding 

design and architecture.  The 

school’s structure and methods 

of education created a revolution 

in architecture that has not yet 

been equalled.  

This precedent study aims to 

identify what it was that made 

the Bauhaus so influential 

and timeless.  The events 

that occurred at the Bauhaus 

have been summarised and 

opportunities (in terms of events, 

management and practical 

organisation) have been 

identified in order to establish a 

well-rounded programme for the 

proposed BESC.  

The practical principles that 

were applied at the Bauhaus, 

in terms of organisation and 

management, have been 

identified in order to structure 

the programme for the BESC 

around these principles.  These 

principles are not necessarily 

architectural principles, but 

will determine the architectural 

solution or approach to a 

building that aims to restore the 

relationship between theory and 

practice.

The physical Bauhaus building in 

Dessau, Germany, is evaluated 

to establish how the building, 

that facilitated the identified 

principles, serves its functions.  

The study is concluded with the 

identification of principles that 

would ideally be implemented in a 

building that serves architectural 

education.  

Introduction
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The events that took place at the 

Bauhaus are listed in chronological 

order on the right hand side and 

the opportunities that have been 

identified from these events on the 

left.  The opportunities identified 

range from managerial logistical 

arrangements, such as the creation 

of a constitution, to more practical 

opportunities like workshops and 

guest lecturing. 
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The opportunities identified are re-evaluated and examined to understand how the Bauhaus achieved such success.   
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(The information in Appendix A was 
compiled from information obtained from 
a series of websites, as referenced (www.
designhistory.org, www.froebelweb.org and 
www.bauhaus-dessau.de/). The analysis, 
opportunities identified and conclusions 
were reworked and the graphic presenta-
tions are done by the author.)
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