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Why do we need information?

• An organisation (practice) can only survive 
and flourish if it can be competitive 

• Knowledge and information has become the 
key to competitiveness 

• Information and communication 
technologies (ICT) help to develop 
productivity 

• ICT help to sustain the development process. 
• ICT an important factor in enabling the new 

means and methods of education training 
and learning.



Why does the private practitioner 
need information?

• He needs information :
– To refresh his memory
– To ensure optimal management of the practice.
– To be kept up-to-date
– For Continuing Professional Development
– For post graduate studies
– To help solve clients’ questions or problems
– For Continuing Education Courses



Where do you get information?

• While attached to Onderstepoort you had 
free and unlimited access to 
– electronic databases 
– textbooks (28 000+)
– journals
– videos and other electronic media
– lecturers
– the library
– electronic full-text journals 26 000 +



• When leaving Onderstepoort. 
– Maybe some textbooks 
– Private subscriptions  to journals 

• JAVMA $170.00  
• Veterinary Clinics of North America: Food 

Animal Practice $160.00
• Veterinary Clinics of North America: Equine 

Practice $185.00
• Equine Veterinary Journal  ₤97.00.



The solution : The Internet

• Largest reference source 
• Searching the Internet is easy 
• Searching the Internet is very popular



Information on the Internet

• Search with the help of a search engine
• Search with the help of a meta search 

engine
• Make use of Subject Gateways or 

portals
• Journals’ contents pages
• Listserv
• E-books



4 Biggest search engines 

• Google
• Ask Jeeves 
• MSN
• Yahoo!
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Meta search engines

• A9.com – search Google, Amazon and 
many more

• Dogpile – will soon search the above-
mentioned big 4



Internet searching tips

• Know the search engine 
• Streamline your search 
• Check your spelling
• Use advanced search options 







Subject gateways or portals

1. FAO : (http://www.fao.org) 
2. WHO : (http://www.who.int)
3. OIE : (http://www.oie.int) 
4. IVIS  : (http://www.ivis.org) 
5. BIOME: Vetgate: (http://vetgate.ac.uk)
6. BIOME: Agrifor : (http://agrifor.ac.uk)
7. Consultant : (http://www.vet.cornell.edu/consultant/consult.asp)
8. Pubmed : (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi) 
9. Agricola : (http://agricola.nal.usda.gov)
10.NetVet : (http://netvet.wustl.edu)
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Journals’ contents pages



















Listserv

• Valuable way of networking
• Subscribe to Listservs e.g. Ruralvet, etc
• Learn from other people’s experience



e-books: Merck Veterinary manual



e-books: Veterinary Care of Elephants



Evaluating Internet 
Resources

• Purpose
• Content
• Presentation
• Source



Problems

• Time consuming 
• Internet speed 
• Computer illiteracy 
• Cost of Internet access 



Solution

• The Academic Information Service (The Library) and 
its friendly and helpful personnel.

– Contents Page Service
– Become a “Friend of the Library” 
– Sign up for the Alert Service
– Request Literature Searches 
– Request individual articles



How can I save my information 
for future use?

• A Blog (http://www.blogger.com)
• A Database (e.g. Reference Manager 

http://www.refman.com)
• Folders 









Conclusion

• We are always willing to support you with 
your information needs 

• The process of looking for information is an 
ongoing one. 

• We want to take the nightmare out of 
retrieving and managing your information. 



Thank you.


