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OPSOMMI NG 


Die aru.'d van en opvattings oor Eugene N. Marais (1871- 1936) se wetenskaplike 

prosa word in hierdie studie ondersoek. Die studie het bestaan uit 'n oorsig van al 

Marais se wetenskaplike prosa. Deur die studie is gepoog om insig in sowel Marais 

se wetenskaplike prosa as die verhouding tussen literatuUl' en wetenskap te 

verdiep. 

Deel I beskIyf die aaTd van literatuur en wetenskap om elk se eiesoortige 

karak.ter vas te stel. Dit gaan ook in op die kenmerke van bellettristiese prosa en die 

rol van die nru.Tatologie in wetenskaplike tekste. Daar word bevind dat 

wetenskaphkes van literere tegnieke soos die vertelling gebruik maak om suksesvol 

te kommunikeer. Hierdie realiteit het stel'k na vore getree na die pubhkasie van 

Thomas S. Kuhn se The structure of scientific revolutions (1962). 

Die volgende hoofstukke dui aan watter invloede tydens Marais se jeug en sy 

studiejare in Londen op hom ingewerk en hom in staat gestel het om betekenisvolle 

wetenskaphke waru.nemings in die Waterberg te doen en daaroor te skryf. Veral sy 

blootstelling aan die laat negentiende-eeuse wetenskapsopvattings (soos die 

Darwinisme) en sy museumbesoeke sou 'n groot rol in sy lewe speel. 

In deel IT word Marais se prosa bespreek. Daar word aangetoon dat Mru.'ais se 

joernalistieke en bellettristiese prosa en sy literere hitiek reeds eienskappe van sy 

wetenskaphke prosa in die "voOlmtsig" gestel het. Veral sy beklemtoning van 

geloofwaadigheid was betekemsvol. Daarna word aandag gegee aan Mru.'ais se 

wetenskaplike prosa oor termiete, bobbejane en ander onderwerpe, waaronder 

slange, droogte en voels. Mm'ais is danksy Die siel van die mier vroeg reeds 

gekanoniseel', grootliks na aanleiding van die Belgiese skrywer MaUlice 

Maeterlinck se plagiaat. Marais doen moeite om die leser die wonders van die 

termietnes te wys en te laat waardeer. Sy teorie oor die eenheid van die termietnes 

was egter me oorspronklik me. Met sy werk 001' die bobbejane (waaronder Burgers 

van die berge en The soul of the ape) sluit Marais by die Darwinistiese tradisie aan 

en dra hy by tot die vestiging van die etoiogie. In veral Burgers van die berge speel 
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die verteller 'n strukturerende rol en word literere hulpmiddels goed benut. Mal'ais 

se generalistiese ingesteldheid blyk uit sy geskrifte oor slange, droogte en voels en 

spesifiek Die shepbehertjie: Oor die voels van Wit/dip (1968). 

Die voorlaaste hoofstuk oor die Waterbergse broodboom bevestig dat Marais 

oor fyn waarnemingsvermoe beskik het en in die Waterberg 'n plant kon eien wat 

nog onbekend aan die wetenskap was. Hierdie "verhaal" weerle deels die mite oor 

Marais as pseudowetenskaplike. 

Die studie bevind dat paradigmaverskuiwings van die afgelope jare die kloof 

tussen literatuur en wetenskap verklein het, hoewel modernistiese opvattings 

voortleef. Marais se wetenskaplike prosa bevat elemente van sowel die literere as 

die wetenskaplike benadering, en albei vra om volle erkenning in sy werk 

Sleutelterme: 
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SUMMARY 


The nature of and views on the scientific prose of Eugene N. Marais (1871-1936) 

have been investigated in this study. The study consists of an overview of all 

Marais's scientific prose. The study has been an attempt to deepen insight into both 

Marais's scientific prose and the relation between literature and science. 

Part I describes the nature of literature and science to determine the unique 

characteristics of each. It also explores the characteristics of belletrist prose and the 

role of narrative in scientific texts. It is established that scientists use literary 

techniques such as the narrative to communicate successfully. This reality came to 

be recognised after the publication of Thomas S. Kuhn's The structure of scientific 

revolutions (1962). 

The subsequent chapter indicates which influences Marais was subject to 

during his youth and years as a student in London, enabling him to make 

significant scientific observations in the Waterberg and write about them. His 

exposure to scientific notions of the late nineteenth century (such as Darwinism) 

and his museum visits would playa particularly meaningful role in his life. 

In part II Marais's prose is discussed. The study shown that Marais's 

journalistic and belletrist prose and his literary criticism "foreshadowed" the 

features of his scientific prose. Especially his emphasis on credibility was especially 

significant. Subsequently attention is given to Marais's scientific prose on termites, 

baboons and other topics, such as snakes, drought and birds. Due to Die siel van die 

mier Marais was soon canonised, greatly as a result of the plagiarism of the Belgian 

author Maurice Maeterlinck. Marais took trouble to show the reader the wonders of 

the termite nest and led him/her to appreciate these. His theory on the unity of the 

termite nest, however, was not original. With his work on the baboons (amongst 

others Burgers van die berge and The soul of the ape) Marais joined the Darwinist 

tradition and contributed to the establishment of ethology. Especially in Burgers van 

die berge the narrator plays a structuring role and uses literary techniques to good 

effect. Marais's generalist approach is clear from his writings on snakes, drought 
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and birds and specifically Die skepbekertjie: Oor die voels van Witklip (1968) . 

The second last chapter, namely the one on the Waterberg cycad, confirms 

that Marais had a well-developed ability to observe and could recognise a plant in 

the Waterberg that was still unknown to science. This "story" belies the myth about 

Marais as pseudo-scientist. 

The study finds that paradigm shifts of the past few years have narrowed the 

gap between literature and science, although modernistic views persist. Marais's 

scientific prose contains elements of both the literary and the scientific approach, 

and both must be fully recognised in his WOl'k. 

Key terms: 

Afrikaans literature 
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literature and science 
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