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Figure 1.1: Bachelor of Oral Hygiene (BOH) I students’ perceptions of pharmacology.
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Figure 1.2: Bachelor of Oral Hygiene (BOH) II students’ perceptions of pharmacology.
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Figure 1.3: Bachelor of Oral Hygiene (BOH) III students’ perceptions of pharmacology.
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Figure 1.4: Bachelor of Oral Hygiene (BOH) graduates’ perceptions of pharmacology.
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Appendix B

Knowledge questionnaire

Routes of administration
1.	Xoli is suffering from an itchy rash due to contact dermatitis. Which one of the following routes of administration is most suitable for treatment with a corticosteroid? 

A.	Topical
B.	Oral
C.	Subcutaneous
D.	Intravenous

ANSWER: A

Pharmacokinetics
2.	A weak base in an alkaline environment is more likely to be:	
				
A.	Ionised and more lipophilic
B.	Ionised and less lipophilic
C.	Unionised and more lipophilic
D.	Unionised and less lipophilic

ANSWER: C

Pharmacodynamics
3.	State whether the following statement is TRUE or FALSE.

A partial agonist will activate a receptor system fully.
			
ANSWER: False. Reason: sub-maximal activity.

Pain 
4.	Peter is diagnosed with morphine overdose. Which one of the following drugs can be used to counteract the effects of morphine?

A.	Tramadol
B.	Codeine 
C.	Naltrexone
D.	Diamorphine

ANSWER: C

Local anaesthetics and anxiolytics
5.	Which one of the following local anaesthetics has a long duration of action? 
	
      A.	Bupivacaine
      B.	Lidocaine
      C.	Mepivacaine
      D.	Prilocaine

ANSWER: A  

Antivirals and HIV
6.	Post-exposure prophylaxis should be continued for a period of:      

A.	7 days
B.	14 days
C.	28 days
D.	65 days

ANSWER: C

Antifungals
7.	Which one of the following is a common side effect of antifungal therapy?

A.	Tinnitus
B.	GIT disturbances
C.	Headaches
D.	Anaphylaxis

ANSWER: B

Antimicrobials
8.	Prophylactic antimicrobial therapy is important in dentistry to: 		
		
A.	Prevent bacteraemia 
B.	Reduce pain
C.	Boost immune system
D.	Cut costs

ANSWER: A

Drugs altering dental treatment I
9.	State whether the following statement is TRUE or FALSE.

An antipsychotic may cause a patient to faint due to orthostatic hypertension.	
	
ANSWER: False. Reason: hypotension

Drugs altering dental treatment II
10.	Dudley has been booked into your clinic for an oral health assessment. The medical history states that they are taking a sulfonylurea. What condition would he be suffering from?

A.	Diabetes mellitus
B.	Hypopituitarism
C.	Hyperthyroidism
D.	Melasma

ANSWER: A 

Drugs altering dental treatment III
11.	Mr. Ndlovu has poorly controlled hypertension. He has been on a calcium channel blocker for 5 months, and you decide to add a thiazide diuretic. You know that these diuretics cause numerous electrolyte and metabolic abnormalities, including:
						
A.	Hypokalaemia
B.	Hypocalcaemia
C.	Hypoglycaemia
D.	Hyperglycaemia 

ANSWER: A

Drug-drug interactions
12.	Urinary alkalinisers increase the pH of the urine, thus reducing the reabsorption of weak acids from the kidney tubules. Which type of pharmacokinetic interaction is this?

A.	Absorption
B.	Distribution
C.	Metabolism
D.	Excretion

ANSWER: D

Emergency drugs
13.	Which one of the following can be used to treat an anaphylactic shock?
			
A.	Anxiolytics
B.	Adrenaline
C.	Benzodiazepines
D.	None of the above

ANSWER: B

Common agents used to treat oral conditions
14.	Which condition may require systemic immunosuppressive treatment if it is resistant to other treatments?      											

A.	Recurrent aphthous stomatitis
B.	Alveolar osteitis
C.	Glossopyrosis
D.	Acute necrotising ulcerative gingivitis

ANSWER: A
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Generally, there is not enough time available to study for pharmacology.
Pharmacology is content-heavy.
T found the basic concepts in pharmacology challenging.

The assessment information provided by the Department of
Pharmacology was sufficient.

‘The assessment concentrates on the ability to acquire facts rather than
on the development of problem-solving skills.

‘The assessments in pharmacology were fair.

Pharmacology has helped me to develop my logical-reasoning skills.
I would like pharmacology to be taught with clinical examples.

T find pharmacology lectures interesting and stimulating.

I believe that pharmacology will prepare me for my duties as an oral
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I believe pharmacology is an important subject in oral hygiene.
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