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A qualitative and quantitative study was undertaken to understand the support for learning 

provided by African parents in the education of their children.   

 

In this study we investigated the extent, level, form and content of the support of parents 

in the learning of their children during the Foundation Phase with special reference to a 

Tsonga community.  Parents’ support is regarded as an essential factor in children’s 

learning, but more information is needed about the practices of such support for African 

children in the Foundation Phase.  There are some parents (educated or not) who do not 

provide effective support.  In some instances, parents do not stay with their children 

because of migratory labour practices and siblings have to carry the responsibility.  Some 

of the parents leave early for work and return home late while children are asleep, which 

makes it difficult for them to provide optimal support.  It was found in this research that the 

amount and nature of literacy materials did not differ much between the working families 

and those who were not working.  It was again found during the work sessions with both 

the literate and illiterate parents that there was extremely little variation in support 

methods in as far as numeracy and language were concerned. 
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