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IMPORTANT
ANNOUNCEMENT

It is with pleasure that we announce the amalgamation of the two Cape Town
firms of E. Blum and Brian Nichols -& Co.,. under the guise of Blum, Nichols
‘& Co. (Pty.), Ltd. It will be obvious to stamp collectors that this linking will be
to their advantage in many ways. The combined resources, both of stock and experi-
ence, coupled with the fact that we have been fortunate in obtaining further office
accommodation and more staff, will insure prompt and efficient attention to all
enquiries.

Collectors will realise only too well the difficulties of obtaining the many illusive
stamps. We aim at running a section entirely devoted to want lists, and will under-
take to supply a very large percentage of requirements. An acknowledgment of your
letter and all items in stock at the time of /its arrival will be posted within twenty-
four hours. After a lapse of four weeks or so, as many of the outstanding stamps
as can be obtained from our world-wide connections, will be posted to you ON
APPROVAL. In other words, we will follow up want lists to our utmost, instead
of relegating them to a “bottom drawer.”

Our new issue service is being extended to include most of the world. For our
retail trade there is no deposit required or troublesome conditions laid down. We
suggest that you support a South African firm that delivers the goods as expedi-
tiously as the best overseas concern.

In conclusion, Brian Nichols will be making, towards the end of this year, an
extended trip round the Union, with the object of purchasing collections and accumu-
lations. He will also have with him an interesting assortment of material and will
look forward to meeting old friends and making new acquaintances. An itinerary
is being prepared and will be advertised later. In the meantime, we should welcome
information in regard to the kind of material you would,like to see, and if any of
you have collections for sale, let us know so that your part of the world is included

in the trip.

Please address all correspondence to P.O. Box 3662, Cape Town. Personal visits
to Dumbarton House. This is the new building that has just been completed on
Darter’s old site and is on the corner of Church and Adderley Streets.

Blum, Nichols & Co. (Pty.) Ltd.

DUMBARTON HOUSE, P. O. Box 3662. CAPE TOWN
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UNION NOTES.
Bantams without marginal inscriptions.

Mr. J. F. Keogh reported having 2d. Ban-
tams with plain margins above and below
the central side arrows and enquired if this
was a recognised variety. His letter was re-
ferred to Mr. W. N. Sheffield, who writes as
follows :—

Sheets of 2d. Bantams with plain margins
at the side centres were on sale about April
and May, 1945. In this printing the mar-
ginal slogan, “Buy Union Loan Certificates,”
was replaced by double parallel lines inter-
sected by figures of 240, but the lines and
figures did not extend to the side arrows
and therefore that portion of the margin
covering in length the two centre stamps is
devoid of any printing matter apart from
the arrow mark. This issue of the 2d. was
followed soon afterwards by one in which
the parallel lines and figures in the margins
were carried right up to the side arrows and
in consequence the blank space adjoining the
two centre stamps was filled up. It is worthy
of note that the same varieties of blank mar-
gins at the side arrows also occurred in the
1d. and 6d. values when these were issued
with figures and parallel lines in the margins,
but though the 1d. subsequently went through
the same change as the 2d. and the blank por-

tions were filled up I have seen no examples

of a similar change in the 6d.

It will be seen, therefore, that centre blocks
of the three values of the Bantams mentioned
can exist with no indication of marginal
printing and in the case of the 1d. and 2d.
values such issues were only on sale for a
comparatively short time.

Swissair Proving Flight.

This company’s second flight from Geneva
to Johannesburg took place on 21-23 Noveim-
ber. This flight came via Tunis, Kano and
Leopoldville, which will probably be the route
taken by the regular monthly service as it
avoids the high ground near Nairobi and the
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necessity of taking off with reduced loads.’
The return flight left on November 27.

“Victory” Varieties.

Mr. O. G. Holmes in “Stamp Collecting”
of November 15, has an article giving not
merely the 4 major varieties, but a total of
22 of what he claims are constant flaws. They
are all illustrated by sketches. In his intro-
duction he says “many collectors regard these
minor varieties as mere ‘spots and blobs’, but
there are others who get a good deal of fun
out of the search for the ‘stamps with a dif-
ference’—and is not one of the main reasons
for a hobby the fun to be derived therefrom?”’

10s. Stamps Obsolescent.

At the November meeting of the East Lon-
don Philatelic Society, Mr. J. P. Shingler re-
ported that the 10s. value was now obsolescent,
as there was so little use for it, and advised
all collectors to get their specimens while it
was still possible to do so at face.

Recent Y%d. and 1%d. Printings.

Following on the appearance of the 1d.
stamps with No. 1 of the sheet in Afrikaans
(as noted in our November issue), Mr. Shef-
field now reports that the %d. and 13%d. now
show the same change. The %d. is probably
the printing from Cylinders 48 Int. and 45
Ext. (the latter a new one). In the case of
the 1%d. he has not yet had an opportunity
of seeing a full sheet, but notes that the dot
near the “2” in the value tablet (19th stamp
10th row) is no longer present.

*

MALAYA

The Crown Agents announce sets of 15 de-
nominations as on order; there will be 3
series of them, all headed Malaya at the top,
but in the bottom panels there will be re-
spectively Singapore, Penang and Malacea.
The designs are similar to the current issue
and the denominations run from 1lc to $5.



A BRIEF OUTLINE OF THE POSTAL
HISTORY OF THE ISLAND
OF SAMOS

By P. LOEWENSTEIN

The Island of Samos, which lies within
almost a stone’s throw off the coast of Asia
Minor, has not only a most interesting his-
tory, dating back to the days of ancient
Greece, but is also most fascinating from
a philatelic viewpoint.

At one time there were no fewer than
three post offices as well as a postal agency
in the town of Vathy, which is the capital.
These comprised the Turkish P.O., the Aus-
trian P.O., the French P.0., and a Greek
agency for the acceptance of letters for that
country, i.e. before the annexation of the
island to Greece.

The Turkish P.0. was established circa
1880 and was the first and only P.O. on the
island until the opening of the Austrian
P.O. at a later date. This P.O. served con-
tiguous territories as well as the world at
large. All telegraphic communication rested
solely in the hands of this office until it was
closed down in 1912, when the islanders re-
volted against the suzerainty of Turkey, and
gained their freedom. The current Turkish
stamps were in use, and the only way of
knowing that they were used on Samos is
by the postmarks.

The Austrian P.0. was established in
March, 1881, and functioned in conjunction
with the agency of the Austrian Lloyd ship-
ping line, whose manager and staff attended
to all postal matters. This office was the
most important of the various P.O.’s on the
island, and after its establishment most of
the outward bound letters, parcels and also
the bulk of postal money transmissions were
executed from this source. The stamps used
were those of the Austrian Levant, both the
para and centimes issues. This office func-
tioned until December, 1914, when it closed
down.

‘The French P.0. was established in 1893,
and was managed by the French consular
agent, M. Leon Missir, head of the business
house of L. J. Missir & Co. in Vathy. This
firm attended to the agency of the French
steamship line, “Compagnie des Messageries
Maritime,” Marseilles, whose boats called re-
gularly at Vathy on the outward voyage to
Syria as well as on the return trip. French
postage stamps, overprinted “VATHY”, were
generally used, as well as ordinary F'r. Levant
stamps. Those overprinted “VATHY” are
S.G. Nos. T201-217. (They are by no means
easy to come by.) This office was likewise
closed at the end of 1914.

The Greek Postal Agency on Samos was
used for the dispatch of mail matter to
Greece per S.8. “Lykurgos”, a small steamer
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flying the flag of Samos, which plied between
the island and Greek ports. Mail matter was
franked with Greek stamps, which were ob-
tainable at the agency, and the only way of
ascertaining that they were used at Samos,
is by the postmark. At times a Greek
steamer, the S.8. “Achaia,” called at Vathy
and letters etc. could be sent by this ship
as well. Greek postage stamps, postmarked
with a large circular postmark reading
“Achaia S/S Co. Ltd., Patros, Samos-Agency
(Vathy)”, give the necessary clue to the col-
lector.

As well as these four post offices run by
different nations, Samos had its own postal
arrangements, which can be split into three
categories, viz. (a) The Posts of the Prin-
cipality of Samos, (b) The Posts of the Pro-
visional Government, and (c¢) The Posts after
amalgamation with Greece.

The first stamp issued in category (a)
was for local use only, value 1 piastre, blue,
and saw the light of day about 1878, or
somewhat before the first post office, namely
the Turkish one, was opened in 1880. It is
shrouded in mystery and very few specimens
have been unearthed to date. Mr. Ernst
Hartmann, whose handbook on the postal
affairs of the island can be regarded as the
best information available, and on which this
article is based, lived in Vathy for a number
of years, and after very intensive investiga-
tion was able to reconstruct a sheet of twenty
of these stamps. The stamp, although really
a local, and used only for postage on the
island, is of great rarity.

A second local issue was made about
1899/1900, and consisted of four value, viz
5, 10 and 20 parades and 1 grosion. Parades
and grosion in modern Greek mean para and
piastre. These stamps were imperf. and un-
gummed and depict the coat of arms of the
Principality, as does the first stamp, men-
tioned above. Through the intervention of
Turkey this set was very quickly withdrawn
from use, and it seems that hardly any have
been discovered in . used state. Even unused
copies are by no means plentiful.

A third set of four values was printed in
Leipzig, Germany. As before, the values
were 5, 10, 20 parades and 1 grosion. They
were intended for general use, but had hard-
ly arrived at their destination when the Tur-
kish government protested, and the issue was
immediately withdrawn, before a single copy
was sold or used. This issue is also rather
scarce. Subsequently a fourth issue saw the
light of day. This consisted of postal sta-
tionery, first printed in 1900 and in use until
1912. There were entire envelopes and also
newspaper wrappers, and only two values,
namely 10 paras, blue, and 1 piastre, rose;
they depicted the coat-of-arms of the ruling
prince. Specimens of these stamps, cut out
and pasted on ordinary envelopes are well
known. As Samos is famous for manv pro-
ducts, there are naturally a number of ex-
port houses, and many of these nreferred
using their own printed envelopes. Hence the
custom referred to.
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In 1899 a bogus or fraudulent issue was
made, but thanks to timely warning no harm
was done. A second such issue appeared,
probably in connection with a visit of the
French fleet to Mytilene. The printer was
A. Douchet, of Paris, and very little is known
of these stamps or their fate.

During the Turco-Greek war a revolt broke
out against the nominal Turkish regency in
November, 1912, The leader was Themis-
tocles Sophoulis, under whom a provisional
government was set up, which proclaimed
union with Greece on November 11, 1914.
This started a new phase in the postal history
of the island.

Three days after the proclamation of union
-with Greece, on November 14, 1912 (Greeck
calendar), the first set of three stamps was
on sale to the public. Nos. S.G. 1-3. The
stamps are extremely crude, and depict a map
of the island. A number of errors such as
téte-béche, wrong colour etc. exist. While
these stamps were current, forgeries ap-
peared; these were fabricated partly to sell
to foreign collectors and partly to defraud the
post office out of revenue. Specimens bearing
genuine postmarks, used for this purpose, are
to be found. After an investigation, several
persons duly received prison sentences.

A subsequent issue was made in the same
month, viz. November 1912. S.G. Nos. 4-8.
Then followed a further issue in December,
1912, 8.G. 9-14. This was succeeded in Janu-
ary, 1913 by S.G. 15-19. In 1914 S.G. 20-24
appeared, and in January, 1915, S.G. 25-31.
The last issue was made later in 1915, S.G.
32-36. A number of errors such as imperfs.
and inverted overprints exist. Some stamps
are known bisected, and this practice was
allowed, as when the 5 lepta stamps were sold
out, many persons, principally wine mer-
chants, who used this value extensively on
their price lists, received official sanction to
use bisected 10 lepta stamps in place of the
5 lepta value. A number of the later stamps
have been forged and nearly all the various
sets are of very poor design as well as work-
manship.

After 1915 Greek stamps gradually super-
seded the Samian issues, and are still in use.

From the foregoing remarks ‘it is patent
how very interesting the postal history of
Samos is, and a mildly specialised collection,
though by no means easy to come by, would
very well repay any enterprising enthusiast.

X X ¥
MOROCCO—A FORGOTTEN COUNTRY

In the October issue of the “American Phil-
atelist” Mr. E. F. Hurt draws attention to the
omission by almost all catalogues of the
stamps of the Shereefian Government of the
Sultanate of Morocco, a very large sovereign
state.

Morocco, in part on in whole and at one
time or another, has had three varieties of
postal services—(1) Foreign Posts, French,
Spanish, British and German; (2) Private
Local Posts, and (38) The Shereefian
(or Cherifian) Government Post. This last is
ignored by most collectors and by catalogue
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makers, except Whitfield King and Yvert. It
started operating in 1892, but only in 1912
did it have its own first issue of adhesive
stamps; these are the six listed by Whitfield
King. There was a so-called second issue in
1913 from redrawn plates.

This governmental postal service and its
stamps disappeared in October, 1913, with the
realisation of a French Protectorate.

The paper deals with all these postal ser-
vices, but in special detail with the third.

Collectors’ Wants & Offers

(Threepence per word per insertion with
minimum of 3/- per insertion).

Beginners and medium collectors — try
our approval service. .
Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni.

Seychelles wanted. Full catalogue price
offered for fine used copies of Stan-
ley Gibbons numbers 85, 91, 93 to
95B, 97 to 101, 103, 104, 107, 110, 114
to 118, 121, 122, 122A, 142, 145.

William Redford, P.O. Box 7012, Johan-
nesbhurg.

Voortrekker wagon covers wanted;
several to complete collection.
Brown, Box 1826, Johannesburg.

Wholesaler requires regular supplies of
Basutoland, Bechuanaland, N. Rho-
desia, Nyasaland, S. Rhodesia, Swazi-
land, S.W. Africa, in large or small
quantities. Send or write by Air
Mail to:

B. Savitz, 69 Greenvale Road, London,
S.E.9, England.

S.W.A. mint blocks of dues and officials,
also controls in strips of Union and
Transvaal and other rarities.

E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom.

Why not try my 2d. in the 1/- discount
approvals ?

Mrs. Hopping, 9 Odemira Court, High
Street, Turffontein, Johannesburg.

For Sale: Valuable stamps, mostly Afri-
can, including Bechuanaland, Rhode-
sian and East African. Also Corona-
tion, Jubilee and Great War issues.
Inspection invited.

Mrs. M. Friedlander, 'Phone 45-5118.

Australia, 50 different, 2/-; 10 Canadian
large pictorials, 1/6 (British Postal
Note).

C. A. Brown, Box 12, Lidcombe, N.S.W.,
Australia.

Free Gift: Attractive stamps to begin-
ners, enclosing stamps for approvals.
R. Russell, Dovers Flats, Sea Point,

Cape.
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CORRESPONDENCE

U
BT R

O.F.S. POSTCARD STAMPS

Sir,—Mr. Emil Tamsen’s interesting con-
tribution in the November issue on the O.F.S.
Postcards, states “the firm (of printers)
printed the words BRIEF KAART near the
top, with a considerable space between the
two words; in this space was affixed an ad-
hesive stamp, which was overprinted with a
shield bearing the country’s coat-of-arms”.

This implies to my mind a three-process
job: (1) Printing BRIEF KAART; (2) affix-
ing the stamp; and (3) overprinting with
shield; whereas from evidence before me it
is clear that the stamp was first affixed
approximately top-centre of the plain card;
then the printing of (1) BRIEF KAART
and (3) the overprint with shield was done
by one impression from a single form. The
depth of colour in (1) and (3), and their
relative positions, is always the same—more-
over I have a copy with the end of the arm
of the F in BRIEF printed on the edge of
the stamp which was more than usually off-
centre.

Mr. Tamsen may mean this, but he does not
say so; furthermore he stresses the point
that “the shield, like the words, was always
in black”.

Yours ete.,
JAS. HAWKINS.

(The letter has been shown to Mr. Tamsen.
He agrees that the preparation of the post-
cards was a two-process job as described by
Mr. Hawkins.—Ed.)

SOME OLD O.V.S. ITEMS

Mr. A. A. Jurgens writes:

As to the first illustration in the “S.A,
Philatelist” on page 154, I can hardly imagine
that the one penny triangular stamp is an
original part of the document, nor do I think
that there is anything concrete in the reason
given for the stamp not being cancelled, viz.,
owing to the O.F.S. Postmasters not wishing
to destroy the appearance of the pretty lady
(‘“Hope”) or to destroy the possibility of the
stamp being used again, a second time for
postal duty.

I will admit that some of the old Boer Post-
masters did funny things in those early days
but I can hardly imagine that they would
have encouraged the public to make use of
a stamp twice, because, as was done in the
Colony at that time was also done in the
Orange Free State and that was the post-
masters were allowed a small commission on
the sale of stamps and in most cases they
received no salary.

Another more concrete reason for my say-
ing that I do not think the 1d. stamp is an
original part of the cover is this: In 1856
there was no one penny rate of postage on
letters either in the O.F.S. or in the Cape
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Colony. The only one penny rate of postage
was on newspapers and as the illustration
is stated to be a portion of a cover (a letter
cover I presume) and the fact that it was
sent from Fauresmith to Bloemfontein, no
postage stamp was required as the “Faure-
smith Betaald” mark would have been suffi-
cient to show that the postage from the town
of origin to its destination had been paid.

On the other hand, presuming that the 1d.
stamp was added to the letter at the time .
(1856) the postmaster at Fauresmith might
easily have adopted the same procedure which
prevailed in the Cape Colony at the time as
follows:—

Seeing that the “Fauresmith Betaald” was
evidence that the postage money had been
paid the postmaster might not have thought
it necessary to cancel the 1d. stamp which
was not required as part of the postage. This
is a fact which I have noticed on more than
one occasion on both O.F.S, and Transvaal
covers where the sender had added unneces-
sary stamps (owing possibly through ignor-
ance of the postal rates) such stamps were
not defaced by either the O.F.S. or Transvaal
Post Offices.

As to the second illustration I cannot under-
stand the necessity for a 1s. stamp on this
letter.

I have several covers posted in the O.F.S.
between the years 1874-1878 and addressed
to such places as Swellendam, Graaff-Reinet
and Cape Town and as the O.F.S. already
had their own stamps since 1868 those letters
addressed to or from the O.F.S. show a 6d.
O.F.S. and a 4d. Cape Colony stamp up to
August 1874. After this the 6d. O.F.S. on
a letter posted in the O.F.S. and addressed
to any place in the Cape Colony was carried
to its destination without the addition of the
4d. Cape stamp and vice versa.

The cover illustrated, however, was posted
in Cape Town in October, 1874 (two months
after the use of the stamps of both countries
had been discontinued), and it is stamped
with a 4d. Cape Colony stamp which was
sufficient to have carried the letter to its des-
tination (Harrismith via Bloemfontein) with-
out any further charge thereon.

As the revenue stamp on this cover does
not appear to be in any way tied to the cover
I think that in this case also it would be
quite safe to say that it, like the 1d. trian-
gular, was affixed to the letter at a later
date, not necessarily with the object of de-
frauding anyone.

*

U.S.A.

The latest commemorative is a 3¢ one of the
Everglades National Park, Florida, issued on
5th December. An attractive stamp with an
outline map of the State showing the Park
area thereon. In the foreground and partly
covering the map is a great white heron; one
of the characteristic birds of the area.

Due for issue on 5th January is a 3c. in
honour of Dr. George Washington Carver,
negro educator and scientist.
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A Unique Opportunity To
Improve Your Collection

THE UNIVERSAL PHILATELIC CLUB, with

members scattered all over the world, invites

applications for membership from collectors in
South Afrieca.

Members are free to correspond and exchange
their duplicates for the stamps they require to
fill the gaps in their albums.

A vast scope for exchange is facilitated by a
complete Roll of Members in every issue of the
Club Bulletin, Items of philatelic interest,
many of unique facilities for members, offers
of stamps for sale at privileged prices and
philatelic competitions with handsome prizes
in stamps, are also contained in the Bulletin.

This is indeed a golden opportunity which
no ardent collector can afford to miss.

Write at once for a copy of the Clud
Proepectus. Send 2d. stamps.

Section ‘M’

THE UNIVERSAL PHILATELIC CLUB

2] Alderdale Drive, Droyilsden
Lancashire - =  England

THE GEN
STAMP BOX

(W. II. Winde)
No. 8, LONDON CHAMBERS,

Next to Messrs. Ward & Salmon
(Upstairs)

358, WEST STREET, DURBAN
Phone 27790 Box 1091

SPECIAL

5/- per block, mint.

HOLLAND
Complete set Maritime Symbols and Dutch
Heroes (17), mint 5/-.
CHILD WELFARE, ALL MINT
1940 (5) 3/3, 1941 (3) 2/6, 1944 (5) 2/6.
1946 (6) 1/6, 1947 (5) 1/6.
1946 War Victims Relief (5) 2/3.
1943 Day of the Stamp (1) 6d.
1944 Liberation short set (9) mint 2/-

Large Selection of F.D.C.

Union of S.A. S.G. 56a 133 x 14 2/6 a pair,

ALMELO STAMP COMPANY

We carry large stocks of Foreigns
Want lists
receive our careful attention. Let

and British Colonials.

us know your requirements and

we will do our best to help you.

Approval books sent to interested

parties. Write or call for our free
price-list.

330, Grand National Buildings,
Rissik Street,
Johannesburg — South Africa

B T e O O T T e T T N TV T T T T T T TP TR TR

| BRITISH COLONIALS

Let me know your interests
and requirements.

r An extensive stock of the better grade
stamps always available. .Want lists
receive prompt attention, and ap-
proval selections are willingly sent to
responsible collectors.

P. 0. V. WARREN,
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PHILATELY IN ENGLAND.

England may be suffering from many
shortages, but philately does not figure among
them. In fact, so many developments have
taken place recently, that enthusiasts are be-
coming more and more confused, and the
hobby is becoming more and more compli-
cated.

In September, the Philatelic Congress of
Gt. Britain met for the 29th time. Congress
is an old institution, which meets annually
at different centres in England for a period
of three days, to discuss matters and have
papers read. All the important English so-
cieties are affiliated to Congress and send
delegates each year. Congress is a dignified
but passive body, and was described at the
1940 ‘meeting in Brighton by a delegate as
“a saucepan with a base (the philatelic socie-
ties) and a lid (the Executive Committee) but
without any sides.” Another delegate added
to this: “There is not sufficient pressure from
the societies to keep the lid moving.” This
year’s Congress was held at Birmingham, with
the Birmingham Philatelic Society, founded
in 1886, acting as host. Out of the four
papers submitted this year, the most useful
was certainly “The Application of X-Ray to
Philately,” by Mr. W. H. 8. Cheanin,
F.R.P.S.L. Mr. Cheanin’s paper, backed up
by years of scientific investigation, opens up
entirely new fields in philatelic research. As
usual, the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists
was signed by those chosen to receive the
honour.

The British Philatelic Association and
Philatelic Traders’ Society have once again
been active, this time with their 1947 British
Philatelic Exhibition at South Xensington,
London. The theme of the Exhibition, which
lasted for a fortnight and was visited by
10,000 people, was the British Commonwealth
of Nations. Contributions to the Exhibition
were sent by many Dominion bodies, amongst
which was a display from the Philatelic Fed-
eration of South Africa. Besides the main
theme, there was a “Cavalcade of Stamp Col-
lecting,” which included such things as stamp
snakes, wallpaper, fire-screens, cocktail cab-
inets, and pictures. From that point, the ex-
hibits went on to various types of albums and
accessories and the art of writing-up, leading
up to Mr. Gerald E. Wellburn’s fine collection
of British Columbia, a stamp cabinet from
Barclay’s Bank, and silver plate and a gold
casket presented to Sir Rowland Hill. Besides
this wealth of exhibits, there were three
lounges, a Brains Trust, an Expert Committee,
a Post Office, a Buffet, and a Cinema. In the
Cinema, there were films and lectures every
evening, and on specific occasions there were
Collectors’ and Dealers’ Conventions. As in
1946, a Junior Collectors’ Cup competition
was held; on this occasion attracting 113
entries, some of which were of a very high
standard.

A new innovation is the London Stamp
Fair Club, organised by a number of London
dealers. Every Saturday, from 2 p.m. to
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8 p.m., some 20 dealers sit at the tables which
they have hired from the organisers, and
members of the club flock in, eager to peruse
the dealers’ stock-books. This Fair has been
weleomed by London collectors, and certainly
produces a fine bourse atmosphere each
Saturday.

Two other organisations, both run by the
same people, are the Stamp Collectors” Asso-
ciation and Stamp Dealers’ Association. They
have run two National Stamp Exhibitions
during 1947—one during March in London,
and the other during November in Manchester.

To provide for those whose localities do not
warrant national events, there are nearly 300
local societies, which run meetings and small
exhibitions. These, the smaller societies, form
the backbone of the hobby.

England also boasts more than a score of
philatelic journals, ranging from the “Stamp
Mirror,” which is the only philatelic news-
paper, and appears weekly, to the fine art-
%all))ez bi-monthly “Philately,” organ of the

Philatelists certainly have plenty to busy
themselves with in England, so much so that
I feel some simplification would be welcome.
What we need is one central body in London,
with all the local societies affiliated, making
a really powerful body. Perhaps such a body
would even be able to persuade His Majesty’s
Government to issue an occasional commemo-
rative series. ALAN M. COHEN.

* Kk X

“S.A. PHILATELIST ”
BACK NUMBERS

We have recently been stock-taking as
regards back numbers, as we are not infre-
quently asked for either single copies or whole
volumes.

Of some issues we have dozens or even
scores of copies, of others only one or two
or even none at all. Following is a list of
numbers we would be glad to purchase at
2s. 6d. each from anyone willing to dispose
of them. The list so far only includes the
first eight volumes, when the magazine was
published in a smaller format than at present:

Vol. 1, 1923: Nos. 1, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9 and 10.

Vol. 2, 1924: Nos. 2, 6 and 10.

Vol. 3, 1925: Nos. 3, 9 and 12:

Vol. 4, 1926: Nos. 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, 11 and 12.

Vol. 5, 1927: Nos. 2, 7 and 11.

Vol. 6, 1928: Nos. 1, 2, 9, 10, 11 and 12.

Vol. 7, 1931: Nos, 1, 2, 8, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9 and 10.

Vol. 8, 1932: Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9 and 10.

*

ANGLO-BOER WAR P.0.W. CENSOR
MARK

In our August issue last year, p. 124, we
noted a censor mark from the Ladysmith
P.O.W. camp as “hitherto unrecorded.” Mr.
Stephen G Rich writes to say we ourselves
recorded it in November, 1942, p. 127. Well,
well, Homer mnodded sometimes so perhaps
lesser lights may be forgiven if they some-

‘times follow his bad example.
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REVIEWS AND NOTICES

The Stamp Collectors’ Annual—1947. Edited
by Tom Morgan, published by Harris Pub-
lzicatigns, Ltd., 445 Strand, London. Price

s. 6d.

This interesting little volume is back again
in its conventional size. After a survey hy
the editor of the outstanding philatelic events
of the year there is a series of articles by
various writers as follows:—

Music as the inspiration of stamps; A list
to the quantities of various stamps issued
during the past year; The stamps and post-
marks of Antigua; The best designed stamps
of 1947 (incidentally the Union Royal Visit
stamps are stigmatised as dull, uninspiring
and a really filthy printing job and very few
British Commonwealth issues get much
praise); A world currency guide; Special
Czechoslovak postmarks; A British “Who’s
Wgo” in philately, and some other odds and
ends.

Annual Résumé of the H. R. Harmer Stamp
Awuctions, 1946-47.

This commences with a fine colour plate
of some of the outstanding items from the
“Williams” collection. The London sales
reached a new high-water figure, just short
of £300,000 turnover, with the New York
sales at between a third and a half of this
figure. A number of the figures realised for
various items are given. Private treaty sales

were over £150,000 in London and in New -

York 184,900 dollars.

There is an interesting article comparing
sales, from the auctioneer’s point of view, in
London and New York.

Ipa. J.J. Kaindl, Postamt 93, Vienna, sends
this pamphlet consisting of a list of cellectors
and dealers wishing to buy, sell or exchange
stamps. Most are in Europe, a few in other
parts of the world.

L’Argus Philatelic. A new French monthly
published at 3 Rue Stella, Lyon (2). Con-
tains new issues and a few short articles and
notes of general interest.

Stamp Dealers’ 1948 Catalogue. Messrs. H.
E. Harris & Co., Boston, U.S.A., submit Part
I (Abyssinia—Dutch Indies) of their latest
wholesale catalogue of stamps in sets.
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UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA

ESSAYS, PROOFS AND SPECIMENS

Seeing that Section I of the Federation’s
Catalogue deals with this branch of Union
philately, it may not come amiss to put on
record the following items in my collection.

Item A.14, Essay illustrated at the top of
p.l. It seems worthy of note that in this
essay, although the inscription is in Afrikaans,
there is AFRICA instead of AFRIKA.

Items A.16 and A.19, A.20. I have these.
Is it possible that A.19, A.20 should come
after A.16 as Proofs or Colour Trials of the
London Pictorials (1926), and not of the Pre-
toria Pictorials (1927), as given in the cata-
logue ? :

Proofs of the Bradbury, Wilkinson & Co.
printings of 1926 and 1927 issues. All of
these are perforated “SPECIMEN” the word
being 17 mm. long x 3 mm. high; the holes
are very small, there being, for example, ten
holes forming the letter “S.” (In the two-
plate stamps the centre colours are given first,
the frame colours second.)

4d. triangular: mono-coloured, brown; grey-
green.

2d.: black and green; purple and black.

3d.: red-brown and black; green and orange.

4d.: mono-coloured, vermilion; purple.

1s.: black and reddish purple; slate and
pale brown.

2s. 6d.: brown and blue-green.
bl 5s.: grey-black and red; sepia and slate-

ue.

10s.: grey-black and blue; grey-black and
reddish purple. —G. Carleton Jones.

BRITISH COLONIALS
10 PER CENT NEW ISSUE SERVICE

The advantages of being a member of a
reputable New Issue Service are many and
obvious. We have been conducting our New
Issue Department for the last 5-6 years, and
should be only too pleased to forward par-
ticulars of our scheme to any Collectors who
may wish to avail themselves of such an
offer. Want Lists for all DBritish Colonials
(mint or used) appreciated. Obsolete values
of K. Geo. VI are our speciality.

THE MAYFLOWER STAMP (CO.

18 York Street, Plymouth
England

=

of catalogue price.
509, off catalogue.

off catalogue.

€=,

Kine British Colonials:

Selections of the above are sent on approval to serious collectors against references.

Range I. Early issues, which can be selected from at one-third
Range 2. Modern issues (1900 on) in mint state, mostly at

Range 3. Modern issues (1900 on) superb used, mostly at 509,

J. BIRD, 116, Highlands Heath, London, S.W.15, England
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SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIC
JOURNALS

While checking up on back files of the “S.A.
Philatelist” there were found a number of
copies of a publication which might also be
added to the list given by Miss Smith in our
July issue.

This was “The International Hobbyist,” de-
scribed at first as being the official organ of
the International Card and Stamp Collectors’
Club; later, of the International Exchange, in-
corporating the above body and also The
South African Card and Stamp Collectors’
Club, and the Southern Correspondence Club
(which incorporated the Universal Collectors’
Association and the Continental Stamp Ex-
change Club).

It was a quarterly publication, dealing
mainly with stamp collecting; a few odd notes
on stamps are given, but the publication con-
sisted mainly of lists of members throughout
the world. The original editor was Louis
Gillen, Pretoria, but before Vol. 1 was finished
it was taken over by J. Robertson & Co., then
by Harry Blom and then by M. Friedman.
What it’s whole life was, we don’t know; we
have specimens ranging from Vol. 1, No. 3,
June, 1921, to Vol. 4, No. 1, May, 1924, Copies
of what numbers we possess have been given
to the Johannesburg Public Library.

The Library ought also to possess, but ap-
parently does not, the “Transactions of the
Pretoria Philatelic Society,” a yearly publica-
tion, which contained some very good articles.
Perhaps the society could supply a set and
also inform us for how long the publication of
the “Transactions” lasted.

Mr. C. A. Fost draws attention to another
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publication, called originally “The South Afri-
can Philatelic Advertiser,” later changed to
“The South African Advertiser and Natal
Philatelist.” This was published in Durban,
the editor being Mr. N. Welsford, now Hon.
Secretary of the Philatelic Federation, then
a very young stamp collector. It ran from
May, 1911, till March, 1912.

ZANZIBAR POST OFFICES

Collectors are familiar with “Zanzibar”
postmarks of various types since 1895, but
how many know or have ever secn postmarks
of the other post offices and agencies in this
Protectorate,

In an article on “The Post at Zanzibar,”
by Harold G. D. Gisburn in Stamp Collecting,
there are listed five agencies on the main
island, Mkokotoni, Chwaka, Mangapwanui,
Koani and Makunduchi. There are also three
post offices on the island of Pemba, which lies
to the north of the main island of Zanzibar;
these are Wete (or Weti), Chake-chake (or
Chakichaki) and Mkoani, and they have
“Pemba” in their postmarks.’

BRAZIL

Dr. M. de Sanctis sends a special cancel-
lation used on 8th-10th November at the 2nd
Philatelic Exposition of Joinville (Sta. Catha-
rina).

PAKISTAN

Whitfield King’s Bulletin gives a list of
the Indian K.G. VI issues which have been
overprinted :—

Ordinary, 21 denominations 3p to 25r.
Service, 11 denominations 3p to 5r.

SOUTH AFRICAle\I PHILATELIST

Published Monthly by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa
All Rights of Reproduction Reserved.
Hon. Editor—J. H. Harvey Pirie, P.0. Box 7012, Johannesburg.
Hon. Business Manager—William Redford, P.O. Box 7012, Johannesburg.

COMMUNICATIONS :
Business and Advertising to be _addressed to:
William Redford, Empire Buildings, Commissioner St., Johannesburg.

SUBSCRIPTION: 8s. per annum post free to any part of the world.

CORRESPONDENCE: The columns of this Journal are open to correspondence on
subjects of Philatelic Interest. In particular, the Editor, will be pleased to receive
information regarding new issues, discoveries of errors and varieties, ete.

ADVERTISING TARIFF :

1 Page .. .. £5- 0 O per insertion
4+ Page .. .. .. 212 6 per insertion
i1 Page .. . 1 7 6 per insertion

Less 10 per cent. for 12 insertions.
Small Prepaid Advertisements: 8d per word per insertion.

Less 5 per cent. for 6 insertions.

1 Page .. 0 15 O per insertion

1/16 Page .. .. 0 10 0 per insertion
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AN UNRECORDED WAR LEAFLET

There has been brought to our notice an
item of interest to Aero-Philatelists, viz., a
leaflet bearing a message to the Italian People
from the Citizens of Johannesburg, dropped
by the S.A. Air Force over Italy.

This leaflet, measuring 7% x 4% inches, is
printed on white paper in dark blue; it has
on one side the message in English and in
Afrikaans; on the other it is in Italian with
a, space at the bottom for the signature of the
sender, the place and the date. Can any
reader supply the actual date of the sending
of the leafllet? A specimen of it would also
be welcomed.

Here is the English version:

(Heading) Message to the Italian People/
from the Citizens of Johannesburg/South
Africa. .

(Message) We, the undersigned, being citi-
zens of Johannesburg, South Afriea, desire to
add our voices to the message broadcast to the
Italian people by the Prime Minister of Great
Britain and the President of the United States
of America, when they said:—

“The time has come for you Italian people
to consult your own self-respect and your own
interests and your own desires for the restora-
tion of national dignity, security and peace.
The time has come for you to decide whether
the Italians still die for Mussolini and Hitler,
or live for Italy and civilization.”

This leaflet, and others, signed by South
Africans in all walks of life, will reach you
in a few days after it leaves the Golden City
of the Union. In the interests of Italy, the
Italian people and world freedom, we hope
you will earnestly consider the message our
planes are carrying to you.

RUSSIA

New Arrivals—all mint.
800th Anniv. of Moscow (15) set 27;3
. 4

Do., Overprinted, set .. .. .
Subway Series (6) .. .. .. .. b5/-
Aireraft (2) .. .. .. .. .. .. 2/3
Moscow—Volga Canal (6) .. .. 6/—

Sanatoriums (10) .. .. .. .. .. 5/6
1st Post-War Five-Year Plan,
perf. or imperf. (11) .. .. .. 10/6
30 Years of Moscow Soviet, perf.
and imperf. (2) .. .. .. .. .. —
International Woman’s Day (2) 1/-
And many other present issues in stock

Subscr