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Figure 1: Tubusis and Xoboxobos, two artisanal semi-precious stone mining territories, Erongo
region, Namibia

Latarge, 2025.
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Figure 2: One of the many extraction sites located on the heights above Xoboxobos

Forget, 2024.
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Figure 3: A few miners move about the main camp at Xoboxobos, while most are working at the
extraction sites on the heights

Duval, 2024.
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Figure 4: A semi-permanent camp of artisanal miners near Tubusis, on the foothills of the Erongo
Massif
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Figure 5: Archival photograph of a miner cleaning stones freshly extracted from a pocket he has just
discovered. With the income generated, he invested in purchasing machinery and hired others to
mine for him. Today, he serves as the headman (local chief) of Tubusis

Duval, 2024.
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Figure 6: A daily life scene at Xoboxobos : Two miners take turns cutting a geode with an angle
grinder

Forget, 2024.
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Zooming in on Supply
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Figure 7: View of Xoboxobos from the southwest, with Brandberg Mountains— hosting Namibia’s
highest peak — visible in the background

Forget, 2024.
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Figure 8: A miner displays some of his latest finds under a tent to a Chinese woman, likely employed
at one of the concessions near Uis

Forget, 2024.
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Figure 9: A middleman examines a miner’s recent discovery

Latarge, 2024.
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Figure 10: Tourists visit the Crystal Market, a community market for semi-precious stones, after a
long bus ride

Duval, 2024.

Figure 11: Inside the market, where stalls display raw, polished, and necklace-mounted stones

Duval, 2024.
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Figure 12: Satellite view of numerous artisanal mining sites on the heights of Xoboxobos

Source: Google Earth.
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