University of Pretoria etd — Kirkman, D A (2005)

"... marvelous are Your works; and that my soul knows full well. " ps 139:14



University of Pretoria etd — Kirkman, D A (2005)

soclial spacling
continuous area or expansd which Is free or unoccupied. 2 an -

1l a
val of tlme 3 the dimensions of height, depth, and width within which_all things exist and move. V.
position at a distance from one another. >insert spaces between. (Oxford English  Dictionary 1999)
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“...we cannot reduce
society to individual
interactions... Individual
interactions are endlessly
replaced. But certain
underlying patterns in
these interactions persist.
It is these patterns that
we name society. The
patterns can be the result
of any number of different
patterns formers...
include[ing] the spatial
form of society... Space
is the one thing that can

| generate and restrict

encounter and interaction
probabilities, indeed,

and this is how space
becomes involved in
society.” (Hillier 1996: 402)
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abstract
“Places are not local things. They are moments in large-scale things, the
large-scale things we call cities. Places do not make cities. Itis cities that
make places. The distinction is vital. We cannot make places without
understanding the cities.” (Hillier 1996:151)

This dissertation investigates the theoretical and practical importance of creating
social spaces in the city. In distinguishes between public spaces (spaces that

are merely accessible to society) and social spaces (spaces that encourage
encounters between strangers), social space is identified as an integrating space
that accommodates, adapts and relates to surrounding spaces. This contrasts public
space whose only criteria is often that it is an open space. A theoretical argument
explores the concept of ‘publicness’ in space and identifies practical design principles
that reflect this concept. The physical locality of the project is then analysed

where problems within the fabric of the city are identified. A series of local urban
interventions, constituting a regional intervention for the Johannesburg CBD, are
presented as a solution to these problems and a single intervention is then focused
on. The design process documents the transmitting of knowledge into object form;
design decisions are made intentionally and the final product is evaluated according
to a set of interrogated design criteria.
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