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ABSTRACT

This study aims to define an architecture of opportunity within the context of everyday
literacies. In the adaptation of an existing building, holding anonymity within the Pretorius
Street skyline and the information overload, an architectural literacy should develop which
promotes the continuation of the narrative of the city. Focussing on the re-use of space
to connect with existing movement patterns, the investigation explores various forms of
legibility to improve the everyday experience and awareness to the adaptation.

Responding to the established nature of the city fabric, the investigation reveals the depths
of a city block: exposing programmes, concealed spaces and layers of meaning which
contribute to the notion of city as possibility.
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vertical legibility in section. development sketch. author.

legibility through the ‘everyday’. development sketch. author.
developed concept model. south-east view. author.

developed concept model. south-west view. author.

developed concept model. north-east view. author.

perception of literacy. photo illustration. author.

perception of literacy post research. photo illustration. author.
literacy as legibility and process. photo illustration. author.
architectural legibility of 239 pretorius street. photo illustration. author.
legibility as an interactive facade. drawing. author.

legibility of the ‘earth’. conceptual perspective. author

legibility of the ‘destination’. conceptual perspective. author.
legibility of the ‘sky’. conceptual perspective. author.

new revealed spaces. increasing the public realm. drawing. author.
experience. urban canyon. perspective. author.

experience. public forum. perspective. author.

experience. volumetric variance. perspective. author.
experience. element of surprise. perspective. author.

experience. continuation. perspective. author.

two planes of the facade. conceptual sketch. author.

principal facade development in plan. sketch series. author.
model of facade exploration one. author.

model of facade exploration two. author.

model of facade exploration three. author.

model of facade exploration four. author.

model of facade exploration five. author.

model of facade exploration six. subsequently developed. author.
series of models. author.

principal facade. approach perspective. author.

principal facade. near perspective. author.

principal facade. arrival perspective. author.

principal facade. double take perspective. author.

principal facade. last glance perspective. author.

partial ground floor plan indicating the public forum. author.
partial mezzanine floor plan indicating the public forum. author
partial section indicating the public forum. author.

public forum from the street. perspective. author.

mezzanine coffee bar. perspective. author.

partial ground floor plan indicating principal circulation point. author.

partial second floor plan indicating principal circulation point and information centre. author.

partial section indicating the connection to the sky. author.

new elevator as glazed observation box. perspective. author.
information centre. aerial perspective. author.

cross section through the college atrium. author.

partial section indicating the college atrium. author.

partial ground floor plan indicating the college atrium. author.
college atrium from ground floor approach. perspective. author.
partial second floor plan indicating the college atrium. author.
college atrium from first floor review perspective. author.

partial section indicating the external environment. author.

partial ground floor plan indicating the external environment. author.
external environment from schoeman street. perspective. author.
view from polley’s arcade to 239 pretorius street. perspective. author.
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view of the public volume looking north. perspective. author.
raised terrace perspective. author.

programme. roofscape. floorplate projection sketch. author.
roofscape. basic perspective. author.

roof terrace looking west. perspective. author.

roof plan. author.

roof terrace looking north. author.

basement plan. northern section of the site. author.
basement plan. southern section of the site. author.

ground floor plan. northern section of the site. author.
ground floor plan. southern section of the site. author.
mezzanine floor plan. author.

first floor plan. author.

second floor plan. author.

third floor plan. author.

fourth floor plan. author.

fifth floor plan. author.

roof plan. author.

TECHNICAL INVESTIGATION

floor slabs removed per level. floorplate projection sketches. author.

beams removed. structural perspective. author.

volumes created. structural perspective. author.

existing facade. photograph. author. october 2010.

steel columns inserted. slabs broken back. adaptation sketch series. author.

steel beams to new slab edge. adaptation sketch series. author.

projecting steel frame assembled. adaptation sketch series. author.

permanent shuttering laid. adaptation sketch series. author.

‘poured in place’ concrete slabs cast. adaptation sketch series. author.

sub-structure, glazing, finishing. adaptation sketch series. author.

strip section. new projecting facade. author.

strip section. new recessed facade. author.

glass louvre detail. author.

timber grille with glazing. photograph. richters, c. the university of applied design in detail
magazine. 2006. facades + envelopes. volume 7+8.

glazing condition variations. photograph. soar, t. salvation army chapel. in bizley, g. 2008.
architecture in detail. elsevier. oxford. p.121.

detail. top edge projecting facade. author

detail. double glazing connection in plan. author.

detail. glazing to slab in projecting facade. author.

floor connection. photograph. museum of world culture. in bizley, g. 2008.architecture in detail.
elsevier. oxford. p.89.

timber floor. photograph. available on the internet at: www.screed.it. accessed 20 october 2010.
mentis grating. photograph. trevision production building. in bizley, g. 2008. architecture in
detail. elsevier. oxford. p.20.

detail. extending the floor slab beyond the cut line. author.

office perspective. author.

detail. new sidewalk canopy. author.

slate tiles. photograph. available on the internet at: www.biggerbids.com/auction-imagesgallery.
accessed 19 octover 2010.

white rough-textured pre-cast concrete panels. photograph. church complex. traman architects.
in architectural review magazine. 2004. volume 12. p.48.

existing surfaces. photograph. author. march 2010.

detail. roof terrace. author.

sketch. legibility of new walls against existing. author.

sketch. legibility of floors. author.

sketch. legibility of ceilings. author.

sketch. legibility of materials - exposed shuttering. author.

longitudinal section a-a. author.
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sketch. skirting detail. new floor surface meets new walls. author.

sketch. skirting detail. new floor surface meets existing walls. author.

sketch. cornice detail. author.

truss assembled. adaptation sketch series. author.

suspended columns at fourth floor level. adaptation sketch series. author.

all slabs cut and finished. adaptation sketch series. author.

cross section. college atrium. author.

clear and translucent glass in office fenestration. conceptual perspective. author.

legibility - opening sections. conceptual perspective. author.

glass louvres and shadows. conceptual perspective. author.

glass layering effect. photograph. london centre for nanotechnology. in bizley, g. 2008.
architecture in detail. elsevier. oxford. p.161.

‘armourplate’ composition. available on the internet at: www.smartglass.co.za.accessed 20.10.10
colourvue glazing. photograph. available on the internet at: www.smartglass.co.za.accessed
20 october 2010.

legibility of wet cores through coloured glazing. conceptual perspective. author.

detail. glass balustrade. author.

fabric ceiling. photograph. lingotto conversion in jodidio, p. 2008. piano. taschen. cologne.p.189.
porcelain tiles. available on the internet at: www.alistairmackintosh.co.uk. accessed 22.10.10.
suspended lighting. sketch. author.

detail. suspended column system. author.

displacement principle. available on the internet at: www.price-hvac.com. accessed 21.08.10.
displacement diffuser. available on the internet at: www.price-hvac.com. accessed 21.08.10.
atrium ventilation. author.

location of displacement ventilation within intervention. floorplate projection sketch. author.
system implementation principle. sketch. author.

ventilation ducting. perspective. author.

legibility of the system. conceptual perspective. author.

cross section. ventilation sketch. author.

radiant ventilation panels. conceptual perspective. author.

radiant principles. conceptual perspective. author.

location of radiant ventilation within intervention. floorplate projection sketch. author.
installation process.available on the internet at:www.spcoils.co.uk/thermasail. accessed 14.10.10
radiant and cross ventilation. conceptual perspective. author.

copper pipes. available on the internet at: www.spcoils.co.uk/thermasail. accessed 14.10.10.
hugo boss application. available on the internet at: www.spcoils.co.uk/thermasail.

hugo boss office space. available on the internet at: www.spcoils.co.uk/thermasail.

services and circulation guide per floor. floorplate projection sketch. author.

energy system locality. floorplate projection sketch. author.

ing house. photograph. available on the internet at: www.mitsubishi-elevator.com. 14.10.10.
observation car. available on the internet at: www.mitsubishi-elevator.com. accessed 14.10.10.
glazing scenario. available on the internet at: www.mitsubishi-elevator.com. accessed 14.10.10.
refuse plan. mezzanine. author.

fire plan. second floor. author.
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