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The world became very small with the worldwide
transport systems, air travel, internet, laptops,
cell phones and google.
Today there are a lot of opportunity in existing
technological platforms like the systems mentioned
above that have had a great
impact on the world. There is a gap that has formed
between a disposable society and a ‘ ’ in
architecture. To bridge this gap one should look
at current technologies to aid the implementation
of systems that will change the way architecture
is perceived today.
The shift in the way architecture is perceived
should lean towards disposable, recyclable
and replacable. The way a building is changed
by demolition should change towards replacing
or adding elements without any demolition work.

This thesis adopts the same
as the car, with standards to bind the system.
Pre fabrication will be the primary platform allowing
the system to adapt to new technologies and materials.
For world wide implementation of the system it will
be important to standardize the basic element in the
structure.

The aspect will, once a building is
demolished, be a sustainable solution against the
tons of rubble that is the result of traditional
demolition.

slowness

technology platform

recycling
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News Flash:

REDUCTIONS IN CAR SALES DUE TO CITY DENSIFICATION ................................. WAS THE

TRAM A GOOD IDEA??

CAR FACTORIES CAN MANUFACTURE THE NEW HUGELY

SUCCESSFULL PODS, BECAUSE IT WILL FIT INTO THE ALREADY

IN PLACE MANUFACTURING PLANT.

SOLUTION

Elements that changed the world to a fast paced society was the car and airplane. Today these
systems still serve as great examples to how a necessity can be manufactured to be affordable
by the general public. These assembly plants work on a technology platform able to adapt to
changes in model ranges.

Henry Ford made it possible for the general
public to be able to afford a car, and he
standardized parts so that it could be assembled
in a controlled environment. He set in motion the
concept of an assembly plant still being used
today, except that today it is mostly computerized.

When designing a technology platform one
need to take into consideration the other
systems in place, like the roads system, where
only certain sizes can be transported. In this
dissertation the main shaping idea was the use
of a module being able to be transportable
not only on the public roads but also on
every other transporting system that operates
all around the globe. Looking at the systems
already in place to do transport, the
possibility to create a technology platform
that will be able to work all around the world
becomes very big.

The level of substitution in cars is usually ten
times higher than in dwellings, which is an
indication of how easy it is to supply and replace
moveable property. The level of substitution of
dwellings is very different, because of a number
of obstacles.
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Criticism against prefabrication is that it becomes monotonous.
This became a point of departure for developing the system, how
can identity and taste be expressed within the technology
platform proposed in this dissertation.

Looking at the car as an example again, the variety within the models
lies in the different shapes of the panels and the framework. Now taking
the same approach the variety for the modules lies in the paneling and
windows fixed to the standard structure.

VARIATIONS
OWN IDENTITY
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2nd hand market

With the proposed technology platform producing transportable elements that
can be added or removed from the building a market will develop
giving the low income section of the population the opportunity to afford a
secondhand home.

secondhand

With the immense pressure
we force upon the world’s
resources for construction
materials, recycling becomes
extremely important. The
choice of materials in this
dissertation was based on
the fact that it had to be
recyclable
and to be light in weight.
Financially the investor of
a building will profit out of
the recycling of his building
materials
once the building is being
demolished. Only when
people will profit from
something they will make
the shift to a more
sustainable solution.

Within urban structures, the house is seen as a flexible/adaptable product
rather than a fixed final product. Urban design is an inseparable component
of housing [Dewar & Uytenbogaardt 1991] and this acknowledges the
various levels of the environment differing in the degree of permanence
and changeability thus allowing for more involvement and affordability.
This challenges our understanding of informal economies, settlements
and structures and our role as professionals in interacting with these
alternative systems and "ways of doing/living".

Designed and emergent systems [Hamdi 2004], are equally important and it is strongly
believed that any approach that does not acknowledge the presence of the 'informal' as a
force that cannot be eradicated and as a legitimate power, energy and form of expression
is doomed to fail. ( ,2006:2-116)Scheublen & Pronk

RECYCLING
AFRICAN CONTEXT
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CLIENT SALES PERSON
MANUFACTURING
PLANT

SELECTS FINISHING
MATERIALS

MANUFACTURED

SALE IS MADE DELIVERED

INSTALLED

SECOND-
HAND

SALE PROCESS:
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CLOLSED BUILDING SYSTEMS SEMI-OPEN BUILDING SYSTEMS OPEN BUILDING SYSTEMS

First a project First a project First a system

Then a system Then a system

Then many projects

Always third party supply Open supply Open supply

Mass-production

one end product

Mass-production

one end product

‘The traditional process of building a simple bathroom begins with the shell
(walls and ceiling). Next the heating engineer arrives, followed by the plumber
and the electrician (sometimes also the ventilation engineer), all of whom, one
after another, install the connections for their own piping or cabling. Next
comes the plasterer followed by someone to lay the floor screed. The plumber
then returns to install the bath. The next tradesman to come along is the tiler,
to tile the floor, the walls and the side of the bath, followed by the joiner,
to fit the doors. He in turn is followed by the plasterer to finish the walls and
ceiling. The heating engineer, plumber, electrician and ventilation engineer
then return in succession to finish their own parts of the job. They are followed
by someone to finish off the joints and the grouting. Last of all comes the painter.'
(TU/e Delft, 2006 :23 )

The processing of semi-manufactured components
by tradesmen on the building site takes a relatively
long time. Consider, for example, the hanging of
doors, bricklaying for outside walls and the many
tasks performed by tradesmen in sanitary areas.
Each of these activities is carried out by a different
tradesman, which results in poor logistics. There are
many inefficient intervals between successive processes.
No one considers himself responsible for the next one
along, who often has to clear up the mess left by his
predecessor.

Firstly there will be a system in place
and projects will be able to be
constructed from this system, but the
construction will take place in one
controlled environment. There may be
supplies of materials from different
locations but the modules and all the
parts and the assembly there off will
take place in one environment.

The technology platform creates
an ideal open building manufacturing
system as it combines a mid way
between the manufacturing principles
of the car industry and the craft
work on site.

TECHNOLOGY PLATFORM
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5.1 High Variety, Low Adaptability
Tailored suits occupy the extremities of this
quadrant because each suit is customized
ergonomically for each customer. Suit makers
can combine different materials and styles to
create infinite variety. Once the suit is made,
changes are difficult to accommodate.
Puma introduced in 2005 its line of
customizable shoes [Puma 2005]. To design
the shoe, customers select components of the
product which was are sent to the factory to
be assembled and then sent back to the
retailer. Like the tailored suit, variety is very
high, but once configured the product has very
little adaptability. More infamously, Levis
introduced custom jeans by offering a website
that allowed customers to specify the exact
fit of the pants. In the building industry,
brick and concrete homes inherently have high
variety because of the endless combinations
of brick types and forMwork that can yield
endless designs. However, once built in place
these architectural expressions are very static
and offer very little adaptability by the users.
Concrete buildings are less adaptable than
brick buildings because of the monolithic
nature of concrete construction.

Adaptive Product Modules for Mass
Customization: Lessons from Vehicular
Architecture Development, Ryan c.c. Chin,
Patrik Kiinzler

(Ryan, Chin,
Patrik, 2006:3-209)

5.2 Low Variety, High Adaptability
The Mi Adidas 1.1 shoe anchors the low variety,
high adaptability quadrant [Mi Adidas 1.1 2006].
In contrast, the Adidas F50.6 TUN IT Premium
ClimaCool® Set shoe offers a highly modular
yet adaptable shoe architecture, whereby users
can reconfigure the shoe by switching the shoe
chassis and body to differing weather and
comfort positions [Mi Adidas F50.6 2006].
Similarly, the GM autonomy vehicle platform
provides future customers an adaptable
skateboard like chassis which can fit to
different body cabins [Burns et aI.2002].
However, variety is limited to three sizes of
platforms. Prefabricated homes are adaptable
to different in still conditions. Often
prefabricated modules can be clustered
together to create' new combinations for
given space requirements. With increasing
adoption and improvements in rapid prototyping,
variety will increase in the next decades.
Laptop computers (like desktops) are
fundamentally adaptable products due to
their product and software architecture.
Laptops are designed to be mobile. therefore
adaptable to the user's environment: whereas
desktops are less mobile, but have much freer
packaging constraints thus are more adaptable
for hardware additions.

Adaptive Product Modules for Mass Customization:
Lessons from Vehicular Architecture Development,
Ryan c.c. Chin, Patrik KUnzler

(Ryan, Chin, Patrik,
2006:3-209)

5.3 Low Variety, Low Adaptability
This quadrant of the diagram is dominated by
mass produced products. Household power
outlets have very little variety (except for
the cover plate) and negligible adaptability.
Freight containers come in only a few standard
sizes. Truck beds, ship cargo bays, etc. have
all been designed to fit those dimensions.
USB memory sticks have more variety than power
outlets and freight containers, but less
than utensils like forks and chopsticks.
Collectively. these products have very little
adaptability aside from creative uses (i.e.
using chopsticks to hold a hair bun). The
automobile industry has perfected the use
of product platforms because of the intensive
capital investment necessary to develop a
vehicle platform. For example, the Volkswagen
group's A4 platform is the basis for 8 different
frontand all-wheel drive model ranges
[A4 Platform 2006]. (Ryan, Chin, Patrik,
2006:3-209)

5.4 High Variety, High Adaptability
Swiss Army knives can be adapted to solve a
myriad of problems. Differing sizes and colors
also make Swiss Army knifes a high variety
product. Mobile devices like cell phones exhibit
high degrees of variety not only because of the
numbers of designs, but the endless ways a user
can personalize the product (physical/virtual
skins, downloadable ring tones, etc.). Cell
phones are also very adaptive in post production
because the modular architecture allows users
to switch and replace batteries, SIM cards,
face plates, and other physical components.
The traditional Japanese home is designed and
built based on the 'Ken.' a traditional
proportioning system [Ching 1979].
The product of this proportioning system is
architectural fmm of infinite variety and high
levels of adaptability. With the introduction of
flexible and movable wall partitions
(which were also proportioned using the Ken),
spaces could be adapted to fit differing spatial
needs. Desktop and laptop computers straddle
the line between low and high variety and with
the continued demand for more customizable
products will only see an increase in both variety
and adaptability. (Ryan, Chin, Patrik, 2006:3-209)

ADAPTABILITY / VARIETY

Proposed
technology
platform
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High Variety; High Adaptability;

Position on graph for proposed technology platform.

The high variety lies in the different options of exterior
paneling available. The frames can be interconnected with
one another giving endless variations for floor plan
layouts and can adapt to needs, topography, city fluctuations,
requirements, new shop/residence owner and changing needs
of the user.

The diverse designs possible within this technology platform
allows adaptability to changes in fashion and technology
over time.
With all exterior panels, window panels and interior sub-
systems (kitchen and bathroom) that have standard fixings,
the user can personalize the product.
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Today technology allows people to become more mobile with
the aid of laptops, cell phones and the extensive networks
of transport possibilities available to travel anywhere in the
world in a short period of time. Information overload and the
time frame in which the rapid growth of information and changes
in technology takes place is becoming ever shorter. Adapting
became the only way of survival.
This proposal aims to aid the adaptive nomadic person with a home
which can accommodate him on his journey.
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NOMADIC LIFESTYLE:
WORLD AROUND
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ALTERNATIVE LOCATION
CAN BE ANYWHERE
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