
ser. 164\ Jg 
0]_~-itil 

setanyetso Getanye an~ Johannes 

Mogoliri. 

Ks2;1~ c/o N.C.Pilonaberg. 

m:~bJ O£tr;ln of the Botauns. 

1. Tbe Bataung originallY lived in the Countr,y ot Taung. lt was 

during the ob1etta1neb1p o~ Selale who he~ with him hie partenal 

uncle and hie younger brother • They Uvelf there tor a lorg time 

a'hlt then they trekked from Taurg to Ralcgotletea. We do not know 

what made them to trek tram Taang. noornkom is a countr,y which is 

near Zwartragp,ens. They settled there. Tbe olt'J man wae alreatJy 

adYanoed in ago. He aumnoned a public meeting ot his trlbe. ne 

mBde h1a eon whose na,.,. wae Haboe to atand up and then said to 

the Bataung: "'.~:here ie your chief, torm a council for him so 

that he m~ go out ot lTG" council. The Bataang set out to torm a 

council tor b.1m. He wen"- on to aq that ~Kgomo his youDger 

brother would remain in my council. Then chief Maboe was give 

his reg1r.ent, men ot the same age as hiMself and their elder 

brothers to watch OTer him nnd to serve him. r.eomo was likewiae 

given hie rec1ncnt, men ot the same aso as himself' and their 

elder brothers to look after him and to kl'Ve him. A short while 

afterwards, t~boe provided a bull tor his cattle. It was 

white-backed. lie ma~e a law tor thie bull and said it he saw its 

calt amonget the cattle of another pereon, one that reeembled it, 

he would take 1 t awa.v. Not so very long afterwards, i te calf 

appeared amongst the cattle of hie younger brother :r.gorno. The 

bull 'a progeny wu a whi te-baoked female calt. 

2 The herd boys ot hie ,-ouns-r brother'& cattle reported to 

their chief and said "There has appeare~ a calt ot the ohiet 'a 

bull among the oattle which we are herding. Theil' chief Kgomo 

aaid "It doee not matter". 

2. The tribe also aaid: "* see a white-backed female calt 

amongat the onttle Of your J'OUnger brother, it rese~1bl08 your 

bull. The el&s- brother- also kept quiet. The tribe then began 

to wor17 tbe chi~ 8ay1ng that: "That calf' must be tetche~". 
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fhe otQ.et aaid "I will tell the herd boye ·to retch it". One 

peraon wnt to Kaomo and .. id .. l learn that your oalt ia going to bt 

taken awa.y. The here! b07a have been told to oor.w» and teton it. 

Kaomo aleo oalled the here! b07a ot hie oattle anc!l aaid "You must not 

let it go". The herd boys ot the ch1e.t't cattle aet out to tetoh 

the oalt. Thoee ot hie brot~r'e cattle retuaed to let it go. 

The chief • a . herc1 'bo7a went back and aa1d to the chief' "The herd 

boya won't let it go". He then eaid "Leave 1t alone l will ae;nt1 an 

arnw. to tetob it". A certain man waa present when the herd boys 

spoke. ne went to tell r-somo that an arm.v would be sent to came 

and take away his oalt. Aa the tribe continued to worry the 

ob.4et aa,y1ng that the calt must be totchec! by torc:se, the oh.1et 

thereupon oalle~ his tribe tos-ther and said ".iarlY .the next 

mor1n1.ng we eh&ll ri• and g to capture the wh1te-baclted tamale 

oalt traa tbe oattle ot tn3' younger brother. You must all arm 

3 7ourae1vea". one man, when he lett this place, went to iatorm 

Kgomo that "The next morning an army is coming to capture your 

oalt •. Kgomo alao oallcd h1a people together and ea1d, "1 am 

informed that on ana.v will be eent to oome and capture our calf the 

next morning". .Kgomo continued s.nd ea1d to hia tl'ibe, "R1ee during 

the night and m1lk and then eoparate the oalvee trorn the cattle 

so that they remain behind but the white-backed tamale oalJ' must 

go along with the oattle. hYeJW man must accompany the cattle, 

lll'med with. b1e aasegaia and sb1elt1a, so that at sunrise they must 

be in the Teld. At eunriae the cattle wre alreaey in the veld. 

K£ano then aeJ.d to his people "You must capture all the cattle 

ot the Maeboe ·tribe and drive them into ours together, With the1 

hert1 boys. 'they t hue took them away by toroe and etter they bad 

oaptu:red all, he allowed their bert1 boys to return houe. 

He aaid to them go on ebouting in loud voioea and tell your 

tathltra at bonte thllt :ttaomo has· captured tt1e oat+le. When the berd 

boye got home, ttMty reported. Th1e xreport got into the eors ot 

the ohiet. The oh1et t ben ordered a herald to aound the war-cry and 

all the men mu8t go out ~ tho !.::raal and 1 will tind them there. 
Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2019.



3 
3 

164 
THe· cbiet came out an~ said to the tribe "Go torth and hasten 

I 

to where the cattle are, and 4o not f'ight but wait un'1l I cone". 

He arriYe4 an4 tounc! tbe~n with Kgano'e people. Ue tound them 

sitting c!own. He went in between !'".gomo'a, tribe and his. Ile turned 

4 towards bia tribe and said, "Here ie KgomoJ the son of selale wbo 

bas capture<! your cattle". He then turned towards Kgomo•s people 

and said, "litre ie Maaboe: the son ot Belale and tbe elder brother 

ot Kgorno". He went on to aey, "We are going to tight, if' 1 happen 

to kill Kgomo, hie blood that w.l.ll f'l">w, shall have been my bload, 

and ~ Ksomo happens to kill me, my blood which will tlow ahall 

have been Kgomo 'a blood"• Be then raced his people and aaid "These 

cattle which F',.gomo has captured, belong to h1 s f'att.r nelale. 

Kgomo has lef't the oattletold tull or cattle tor y,u at ho·~e, and 

calves also f'uU in tne.i.r told. Go and herd them". Chief' 

llaboe then said to hie younger brot or Kgomo, "Those cattle of' 

your tether, arc your pr :Vision if you want to leave tor another 

country. There a lot of pack-oxen ar.1one them. Take the pack-oxen 

and go to tetch the children and take provision for tnem". Y~amo 

did so. Maboe then returned with hie army to their home. He then 

sang his pra.iHa &81'1ng: I am •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••·•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••Thus 

did ch1e1' Maboe pra.lee himself. IUs brother Kgomo praised himself 

and said, I am •••••••••••••••••"• So did Kgomo e~ when be 

praieed himeelt also. That •a the tiret separation the Bataung 

at Maboe anc! bls younger brother Kgomo. In the end Selale dled 

and hie eon Maboe became chie.t. Atter a period ot three years 

there was f'am1ne in the country nnd there were no grazing lands 

tor the cattle. Drought aet ln. The~1' lett the country ,r 
Rakgotletaa as a result of' great tamlne ant'! drought. They trek'·.ed 

5 to the count17 nt Khidutswunet lhschock. They settled there, 

while they wre t :;ere, tomine continued and the cat+le were sent 

to the oatt.le poat at the .Kgetleng Xlander.lver. While there, 

letlhoeo an1 Ts.i.c had Bl3t ou · to drive cattle to the cattle p~et. 

They ~rOYe cattle, goats anc, sheep to the cattle post. Then one day, 

ch1et Setlhoeo the eon of chief' ~~aboe decided on a hunting 
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expedition. He tol~ !aie hie partenal uncle's son that they eh~uld 

go out a-hunting in or~er to help the people at home. They set . 

out and killed wild anlmols. on the side in which 'leie wae they 

killed an eland. Ae tocy had 19e!'l81'oted, Ta1e sent acme .o•.e to go 

and tell ~tlhoco to co'l8 over ao the~ bad killed an eland, ao 

thllt the men must akin -'.t in his preaenoe and· so that ho should 

be in charge ot ita tat. 'the man went ontJ tJel1vore~ the meaaage 

accordinglY• ~tore Setlhogo stoo~ up, hie hea~n got up and 

daic! "Go and tell h1m that I aey that they must oarry it 'and bring 

it here before the ekin it, they must oome and llld.n 1t here. The 

moaaen91tr wnt baok and on arrival, he eaid "you are directed 

to O&r17 it and bring it here unsk1nned that you may dll the ekinning 

here". 'l'a1e eent out two more meeeengen an~ gave them them the 

mesaage he g&Ye to the f'irst one. Again Uetlhogo heae,l! 1an stood up 

and apoke aa bettore. Setlhogo also st'"lod up a~<'• aleo aroke as 

betore. Those went and delivered the mea~age. Tsie aaid to thoao 

who were witb him, "Skin it". They skinned 1t. IIe soie,lf "Divide it 
into a 

properly, an~ take out 1te tat (lllt:'lp ot fat) an~ form it 
nice ball, anc! c!1vicle it also evenly. He eaic! C&rl"Y 1t and let ua 

take it to them". 'the7 carrie" 1t and on arrivin£ vhere they were, 

thel' put it dotm. ancJ eaid, "Here is th1e eland: setlhogo 'e 

headman stood up again and aai~, "you hSYe out Sat ite lamp o~ tat?" 

Those aai<', •we have not cut 1t". ;.etlhogo got up and alfllo spoke 

as hie bedman. Getlh~go aai.~ to tlie peo!)lo "~ .et us s- ancl leave 

1t alore... Tale also eeid to hie reople, ": .et ua CIU'TJ' it ond go 

..-, 111tb 1t to our oattle po.trt. ·~m tbol:r ar 1Yul at t~e Of•ttle 
• 

poet, Teie dietribute/1 1t +.o Mi!t ~nle an~ lett What •s to go 

home, Ts1e wol-.c up and eent two men who broUGht pack-oxen ant'! 

placed· on thc!;l toc porti~n• which had to go to heme to eh1et taboe. 

The oattle then went out the next ~ay to grase with the rlen. The 

people ot Setlhogo cL.d not go out to herd the c·Jttle, tboir chiet 

c1id not go oat also. 'l'sie aow a fire while he was 1n the veld 

at. the oattle poet. setlh )go had set tire on the calves, kids and 

lamba in tbe kraal at the oattle poet~ 
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He set tire to those belont;1ng to Taie'a peopltJ at tLe cattle 

poet of 'l'sie 'a peoploJ 

the next ruoming feie called hie peoplt; u:v to hJJil as be llad spent 

the nigbt in thtt Yeld. ~~hen they caroo to him he told them to go to 

the toreet to cu ... rods ant, stlcka. ~'hey did so. ..ben they 

returned, ho said, Let us go. lie W\}nt ahead of them ana when they 

o~ up to them a tieht started without any questions being aSked. 

It they beat you with rnda, beat thena with rods, it theJ" beat yo::.w 

With sticks, beat tht;.IR witb sticks, it they stab you with spears, 

stab the with apeara. A battle ensued. They tougnt. They hit them 

with rods, tbe ~t'Ja sot finiebod. The7 took sticks end ohaeed them 

and they ran awe.v tor good. Tbey drove tbt:tm through tbeMadubu 
\ 

Paae. '1'hey were driven away by Tai•'• people and those who tled 

were Setlhogo and hie people. :reie turned baCk trotn dri v .i.ng 

set lhogo • s people. lie oume back. wit b is army. They went back to 

their cattle-post. 

Then Te1e sent two men to go and 1nforrn ch1et tAaboe and hie 

uncle !1'1<11ae what bia son had ~one. :~aboe and hla u•.ole Uo~1se • 
were gJ91eve~. Atter aetlhogo htld got to the ploco to which he hod 

tled, he O<We back at1c1 carried 8\1t1Y t~JC children in the night time, 

~Us peoplo, ~~ir. ~w:n also carried away the children 1n the night 

time. 

Yodiae at :loEv:h.,ek. ·.terwards, ohiet !,,.,_boe bade tarewell to 

hie uncle MocUae and eaicl, •son ot Tswana, I shall go to the 

ohil~ren ot 'l'aung, there they aJ9e those •ho are with you. H18 

uncle ',toi!iee prov1c14ad pack-oxen which took bim away. His uncle 

remained aa obiet' at Boschoclt. The battle between Setlhogo antl 

Ta1e aepf:U'atee! Maboe and hie uncles. The battle between S.tlhogo 

and T81e oauaec! a eecont'J separation ot the :3etaung. Ohiet Mod1ee 

Nnained chiet at 7iokb1ll1t•wane as his eldor bl'Ott:er naa gone out 

ot the kraal to go to the children. Chief ~::oo.i.se stayed at 

Kh1b1tewane ae the ruling ohiet tr.ere. ln C:)UJ'ce nt time a 

~!spate aroSJ betwe{-ln the ilak:wena -:Jt ~'!onarr!e.la Tshukuclu ot Tapsnnc 

and hie tathar. 
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Ob1er POwe. fahUkudu eventuallY let't the kraal an" wont to liTe 

at a mountain oalle4 qataele. Chief Pooe remn1nec1 at r.nuaogwe. 

At tbe plaoe where he had gone to settle, chiet T8hukuc1u ral-ae-' an 

a:rmy to go aDd kill hie tathezt. He made a treaty with his maternal 

grand pa:Nnta of lmntau 1n order to kill his rather. one r.aan act • 

out from TabUkudu'e people and went t~ +ell Powe that hie a"r: was 

oom1ng to kill hJm. Oh1.,r Pow sent ·a neasage to chief :-.todiae 

that he aboul.d OO":le to hie assistance. Chief :lodieta of .the Hotau·-g 

agreed and said l 'PW11l aaaiet you. Oh1et ~:otUee &tlnt forth his 

son Teie with an army to go ant'J assist I)owe. Tsie lett with his 

army to go anf~ help Powe. That battle wao fougi'lt and it 1ffl8 

a battle of spetll'oe They killed mch other a great deal. The 

Bataung conquered the tl1'riW ot Chiet Tahukudu, th,se ot ~.tnatau. 

Vlben the Bataurag ~tumed home, they took chief Powe With ther.t and 

went with ~ to Kh1b1tewane. 

fhe7 amvec! at home and atter they halt lett ch1et Pow there, 

thel' learned thDt 'l'ahukudu had taken cattle to the oattle-poet at 

the eoene ot the battle. When the7 henl'd thatthe cattle wre there, 

they raieed an arm.v and the army prooecded to tt. cattle-poet 

ot the pe">ple ot ~.1anamel.a. They k1llet1 each ott•r a gnat deal and 

in tt-• battle, two sons of Tahudltudn were captured. They were 

Kcang and Gek. :aile. There where· they toagh~, the place io to this 

6$Y called "the place ot slaughter". The netaune cnptured all 

the oattle ot. Tab.ukudu 's people snr: drove them to KbibJ.towane. 

'tabUkudu decitWd to attock the natuung again ir order to recapture 

hie cattle and oh.LlCiren.. lt wee &gtlin a fierce battle. The 

B&taung conquered them a.nc they r.ent back having captured nothing. 

It •• then that Ta1e •ang hj.a praiaea and said, ttl an •••••••••••• 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Tbe praises ot Ta.le end here. Then 

ohiet ?owe said to cbiet Modiee 1 "Son ot Tawana, your people and 

your children hove t"Jelped me a great deal. I have nothing to 

thank you with. 1 thank you by giving ,-ou the ooun+cy ot lnamogwe 

you muet go aw~ trom Kh1b1tewane and go to settle nt rmamogwe. 

Ta'·;Qkudu must not go and live w1 th you. The Bataung lett 
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Khibitswane anc1 went to settle at Mmamogwe. It became their 

country as tt:ey had captured it by force of arms. lt is there where 

the war of Sebetoane found them. They tried to fight but they died 

in greet numbers and they fled. That was over, then came the war 

o~ the Matebele under Moeelekatsi. This drove them away for good. 

When they returned ~rom Jl the Hatebele war, they did not go back 

to Mmamogwe. They settled in another country which adjoins 

Mmamogwe. That country le known as Bothuba.-nkgo, Setanyeekraal. 

Now we no longer have Tsie, Powe and Modise, they died at 

Mmamogwe after their death Moloisane the eon o~ Teie and others, 

Setanyetswe became the chief. He was the eon of Moloisane. It 

was he whom the Boers on their arrival in this country , found 

at Setanyeteokraal. He came there and continued to live with 

Maroboroso. Maroboroeo then took the country in which he lived, 

by ~orce. After much trouble they drove him away ~rom it:. He left 

it and trekked to the Free State. I~ was fleeing, not driving 

anything along, having lett the cattle, sheep, goats, ever,ything 

includine kaffir corn. They did not leave these things intentional~ 

they left them bccauec they •~re ~leclng. They were fleeing 

trom the rod of ever.y day which grieved them and in this grief 

God helped them. Roboroeo hie wife gave .birth to two children 

who were twine. The other who was the wite o~ Setanyetso's 

bro+ner whoae name was Yodutswaneng Mogolir1, God helped her also. 

She gave birth to two children. When Roboroso heard that Modutewa­

neng had given birth to two children, she got angr,y and sent for 

Modutewaneng to come and work. When she came to Roboroao, they 

caught hold or her, they caught hold of Madutswaneng. Roboroso 

got bold or a stick while the others were holding her an~ she 

hit her on the waist saying that. she had imitated her, why, when 

she had given birth to two children, ehouln a person of low 

status also give birth to two children. Roboroeo called her people 

to come and fetch her and take her to her house to die there. 

Roboroso raised up ~;;~.n army and the next morninr they had 

surrounded the kraal ot se~anyetao with h~rses. This act 
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caused much grief to the chief and hie tribe. It.waft then that. th~ 

fled to the Free State. He settled in t.he Free State for many years. 

When Sefanyetso became aware that he was adVancing in age, he culled 

hie tribe and children together and told them that he did not like 

to die in the Free State. He wanted to die in the land or hie 

fathers which was his countr,y. He then returned- from the South 

and came to settle at 1.-nemogwe, the country known as Braktontein. 

It is there that he dled on the 30th March, 1889. That was 

his end. It was he who on singing his praises said "I am ••••••••• 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 'l'hoee are the 

praise songs of chief Setanyetso. 

That is the order ot the Bataung. The Bataung of the Monbana 

council retueea to accept the augflest1on contained in the letter 

from t.he GOTernment. They even refused to attend the Council 

which deliberated upon it. Only three old men attered to help me. 

They are the people who assisted me in this work to the ver,y end. 

I wish to info~ the Government that t.he whole Council refused to 

do the work. It was against the suggestion. 
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