THE ROMANCE OF SOUTH AFRICA

W eatherlys, father and son, in the fight with Umbelini.
Colonel Weatherly’s Horse went into action eighty
strong, and of these more than half were killed. The
last seen of the old colonel was as he stood facing the
enemy, mortally wounded by assegais, but still wielding
his sabre, while with his left he held the hand of his son,
who preferred death with his father to retreat. In the
same grim fight died Piet Uys, the leader of a brave
band of Dutch farmers, who served splendidly alongside
their British comrades. We have already heard of his
family in the old fights with Dingaan. ¢ S?lendid,
manly, honest, simple and taciturn Piet Uys,” as an
English officer called him. He died to defend the
retreat of his men. “He was last seen with his back
to the cliff, standing across the body of his favourite
mooi paard, with six large Zulus lying dead in a circle
round him, his empty revolver in his left hand, and his
body pierced by two assegais.”' There was the death
too, of that young and gallant soldier, Prince Louis
Napoleon, a miserable disaster of which no Englishman
can think without shame, for it was due to carelessness,
if nothing worse, on the part of those responsible for his
safety.

There were many checks upon Chelmsford’s advance,
as was little to be wondered at, since he had a foe of
40,000 fighting Zulus in some of the wildest and most
rugged country in South Africa. But he broke the
Zulu power nevertheless. At Kambula a Zulu army
of 20,000 braves was defeated with tremendous
slaughter. Colonel Evelyn Wood had made his camp
upon a narrow ridge, guarded on its right flank by a
precipice, and on its other sides by strong entrench-
ments and several guns, as well as by outer and inner
lines of wagons laagered in the Boer fashion. Here
the Zulus attacked with all their usual bravery,
regiment upon regiment, seething up to the muzzles of

1 Cf. The Story of the Zuls Campaign, by Major Ashe and Captain Edgell.
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the guns. It was one of the fiercest fights in our
history, and it ended in the complete defeat of the
Zulus, and the loss of 8000 of Cetewayo’s bravest
warriors. Lastly, or almost lastly, there was the great
battle of Ulundi, where Chelmsford struck his most
tremendous blow. His army was drawn up in a
hollow square, and was attacked by the Zulu impis
that guarded the king’s kraal. It was Cetewayo’s
Waterloo. Redvers Buller’s horsemen, firing and
retreating as the Boers used to do with Moselekatse’s
warriors, drew the Zulu regiments on. The square
opened to let the cavalry enter, then closed again, and
received the desperate attacks of the enemy with un-
broken lines. At the critical moment, as in the fight
of the Blood River, the cavalry issued forth again and
fell with lance and sabre upon the broken enemy. The
Zulu army was over twenty thousand strong, and it lost
about three thousand men before the day ended. At
this moment Lord Chelmsford, a fine soldier and brave
man, was superseded, an action on the part of the
home authorities that might be compared with the
recall of Sir Harry Smith. But the war was over. Sir
Garnet Wolseley succeeded him ; but the work was
done, and the king, Cetewayo, deserted by his impis,
was dragged from Exs hiding-place and made prisoner.

It was a great campaign, in which the Zulu power
was completely broken at enormous cost of British
blood and money. It was a task that had to be done,
and one of its chief objects was to protect the Boers of
the Transvaal as well as the Boers of Natal; but,
except for Uys and his gallant little band, the Dutch
hfld aloof and allowed the British to carry out the task
alone.

We have seen then that the Transvaal was made a
British colony for very good reasons. The Boers were
bankrupt, they had re-established slavery, they were
surrounded by a ring of hostile natives, their misrule
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was giving trouble to the whole of South Africa,
England stepped in largely at the request of the Boers
themselves, re-established the authority of Government,
broke the power of the Zulus, the Swazis, and
Sekukuni, paid the outstanding debts of the country,
and generally put things right. Here you might have
thought was a claim for gratitude. But gratitude
there was none. The new Government, perhaps, was
too full of energy, a trifle unsympathetic. Sir
Theophilus Shepstone, whom the Boers liked, had
to neglect the Transvaal for the more pressing Zulu
question. Then the Government collected taxes, a
terrible thing in the eyes of the Boer; and, no doubt,
it was a mistake to claim not only the taxes due
to the new Government, but the arrears which had
not been paid to the old. Native raiding was stopped,
and other disagreeable reforms carried out. Moreover,
the Government was largely in the hands of military
men, who, though they meant well, were naturally
despotic, and the promise of representative government
was not fulfilled, though, no doubt, it would have been
fulfilled in time.

The Boers grumbled. They agitated for their inde-
pendence. Sir Bartle Frere told them gently but
firmly that England could not abandon the country she
had undertaken to protect. Sir Garnet Wolseley said
that the Transvaal would remain British territory “as
long as the sun shone.” The statesmen at home said
the same. But two things gave the Boers hope. One
was that after Sekukuni was defeated and captured by
Sir Garnet Wolseley, the troops were withdrawn from
the Transvaal, and the other that Mr. Gladstone, who
was fighting the Government in the Midlothian
election, took up the cause of Boer independence,
which, like the Chinese question later on, was a useful
brick to throw at the head of a Ministry. He said that
if places like the Transvaal “were as valuable as they
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were valueless, he would repudiate them because they
were obtained by means dishonourable to the character
of the country.” Such statements as these delighted
the Boers. But when Mr. Gladstone became Prime
Minister and Joubert and Kruger reminded him of
his words, he only replied that what was done could
not be undone, and that the Government had *given a
pledge” “to the native population” which could not be
set aside ; and the new Government telegraphed to Sir
Bartle Frere—“Under no circumstances can the
Queen’s authority in the Transvaal be relinquished.”
Mr. Gladstone’s sentences were long and involved like
the coils of a snake, from which the head sometimes
seems to peep out on one side and sometimes on the
other. But so much was plain : what he had condemned
in Opposition he supported in office.

The most disastrous blunder of all, however, was the
treatment of Sir Bartle Frere, the greatest governor
and one of the best men South Africa had ever seen,
or certainly since Simon van der Stel. He was
trusted by the Boers, and the curtailment of his
power, and then his recall, struck a deadly blow at the
Imperial cause for which he stood in South Africa.

So the Boers thought it was time to act for them-
selves. They called 2 meeting at Paarde Kraal, near
Pretoria, and proclaimed the republic.

It is quite untrue that the whole country was
behind this proclamation. A considerable number
of the Boers were quite content with the British
Government, and had to be bullied into opposition,
while there was a considerable British population
which was enthusiastically in favour of England.
The natives, too, were practically all for the new
Government.

At that time, of course, there was no Johannesburg ;
but Pretoria was a flourishing little town of some five
thousand inhabitants, mainly English. Then there was
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Potchefstroom, near the southern frontier, a handsome
township, more Dutch than Pretoria; and there were
other villages like Lydenburg, Wakkerstroom, Rusten-
berg and Standerton. These places had their small
British garrisons, and their British residents who enrolled
themselves as volunteers and joined gallantly in the
defence. They were soon besieged by the Boer
commandos, little separate points of resistance in a
hostile country.

The first big event of the war was the disaster of
Bronkerspruit. Part of the 94th regiment had been
ordered from Lydenburg to join the garrison at Pretoria.
There were five officers and 280 soldiers with a number
of women and children ‘and a long train of wagons.
Colonel Anstruther, who was in command, did not know
that war had broken out; but he had been warned to
be on his guard. That he was not on his guard is clear,
for there was only one scout out in front. The main
body was marching along gaily behind the band, which
was playing “Kiss Me, Mother,” with no thought of
any trouble. A large force of Boers, at the lowest
estimate 500, formed an ambush on a hill which com-
manded the road at a point where it dipped down into
a little ravine called Bronker’s Spruit. The Boers
suddenly appeared and under cover of a flag of truce
demanded a surrender. Anstruther refused, and the
Boers immediately opened a deadly volley at 200 yards,
wounding Anstruther and killing or wounding most of
the other officers and a large number of men. The rest
of the men spread themselves out and returned the
fire; but they were in a hopeless position. After
half-an-hour’s fighting, the colonel, who was wounded
in five places, and saw that his force was being
massacred, ordered the “Cease Fire!” and surrendered
to Franz Joubert, the commandant. It was high time,
for of the little force fifty-seven had been killed and a
hundred wounded.
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But greater disasters were to follow. The Boers,
by besieging the British garrisons, forced the English
commanders to fight them on their own ground just
as they did long after in the last Boer war. There were
about 1200 troops in Natal, and it was certain that these
would march to the relief of the garrisons, so the Boers
made their plans to oppose them in the wild passes of
the Drakensbergen, tll:e great range of mountains that
leaps up from the Natal plains in a wall of rock several
thousand feet high. It was through these mountain
passes that they had trekked long before when they
refused to submit to British government at Pieter-
maritzburg, and they knew that the troops would wind
up the same road as they had followed themselves, by
way of Laing’s Nek, a narrow pass between high

recipices, the chief of which is the mountain tower of
&ajuba. In these eyries they could watch the redcoats
as they painfully scaled the rocks, and block their way
in one natural fortress after another.

Sir George Pomeroy Colley, the general in command
in Natal, understood as well as any one the desperate
nature of the task. But the Bronkerspruit disaster,
which left the Pretoria %arrison dangerously weak, and
the unprovided state of the Potchefstroom garrison,
which, he calculated, could only hold out for a month,
forced his hand. As he said himself, towards the end
of January (1881), “If Potchefstroom could hold out,
one might sit and smoke here with advantage, but they
cannot last beyond the middle of February.” A large
part of his little force were mere recruits who could
neither shoot nor ride ; he knew that a force double his
strength would oppose him at Laing’s Nek. There were
bi% risks, but as he said himself, *“ You may class men,
soldiers especially, as those who see the difficulty of a
thing and why it cannot be done—and those who see
the way of overcoming difficulties and doing it; and
I have certainly always aimed at belonging to the latter
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class.” But in this case the difficulties were too great,
even for so brilliant a soldier as Colley. When he got
to Laing’s Nek, he found the Boers had defended the
pass with stone sangars. On the left of the road,
looking towards the Transvaal, towered the apparently
inaccessible mountain of Majuba; on the right, com-
manding the road, was a table hill, six hundred feet
above the level of the plateau, with rocky ridges
extending away to the right. The Boer right rested
on Majuba, its centre occupied the plateau hill, and
its left stretched away among the broken knolls and
ridges.

gColley had to attack this natural fortress, defended
by some two thousand Boers, with only a thousand men.
For his point of attack he chose a place on his right
where the ascent to the Table Hill was over blind
ground. The attack very nearly succeeded ; indeed, the
hill was won by the first troop of mounted men under
Brownlow who shot the leading Boer with his revolver.
The Boers were running to their horses when a sudden
panic seized the supporting troop and they turned tail
and fled. The key of the position was thus lost; the
infantry attack failed in consequence, and Colley was
forced to retire on his fortified camp with heavy loss.

Then came the Ingogo affair. The Boers had cut
off communication with Colley’s base at Newecastle,
and Sir George marched back with a part of his force
to escort the post and bring up some wagons. He
crossed a little stream called the Ingogo, and on a
plateau above his force was surrounded by the Boers,
who were able to advance over covered ground. A
long grim fight followed, which ended only with the
darkness, under cover of which Sir George withdrew
his troops and guns and made a masterly retreat to his
camp, though he was compelled to leave the wounded
where they lay on the fiel

These two engagements taught Colley that his men
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were poor shots, and not over steady. It was a
desperate position. But Colley was not yet beaten.
He decided on a bold movement which had in it a fair
promise of success.

We have already seen how the great mountain of
Majuba, 6500 feet above the sea, towered over the right
of the Boer position. It was a tremendous rock with
sides that grew steeper till they ended almost in sheer
precipices near the top, and the top itself was a plateau
where a whole army could make its camp. If a British
force were once lodged on the summit, golley thought,
the Boer position in the pass below would be at its
mercy. Like a good general he first made himself
master of the geography of the mountain and its
surroundings, and he found that it could be scaled on
the western side and that water was to be found at the
top. Then he made his plans, not on the spur of the
moment, but silently and secretly. He knew that the
Boers picketed the summit during the day but aban-
doned the position at night, and it was obviously a case
for a night movement. He had received reinforcements
—a battalion of the 92nd Gordon Highlanders, fifty of
the Naval Brigade with two guns, and a squadron of
Hussars. These, with the 800 men left of his original
force, gave him enough troops to garrison his strongly
entrenched camp, and occupy the mountain without
much apparent danger if he could once get there.

On the night of 26th February all seemed quiet in
the British camp to the Boers who watched it from
their entrenchments on the Nek. The bugle sounded
and the lights went out. It was a dark night, but the
sky was clear and the stars shone brightly. At 9.80
the little force detailed for the movement silently fell
in. It consisted of three companies of the 92nd, two of
the 60th, and two of the 58th, with sixty-four of the
Naval Brigade, 554 rifles in all. Two of the companies
were to be left on a ridge on the way and a third near

307

Digitised by the University of Pretoria, Library Services, 2011



THE ROMANCE OF SOUTH AFRICA

the foot of the mountain, while the remaining four were
to occupy the summit. Everything was in order, all
Colley’s arrangements worked well, and with only one
delay, the result of the darkness, the four companies
reached the top. It had been a hard climb for the men
laden with ammunition and supplies for three days.
At first the track was through clumps of thorn-bushes
strewn with great boulders that had fallen from the
heights above; but the last 200 feet was a rock face,
where the men had to dig in hands and toes to pull
themselves up.

The crest was gained at four o’clock in the morning,
and Colley must have exulted at the strength of his
position. He was on a little hollow tableland about
twelve hundred yards in circumference, dipping from its
rocky rim to a basin in the centre of from ten to forty
feet deep, and about 900 yards round. From the
outside rim projected at several points a rocky spur,
and on the north-western side a little peak, which served
as tower and bastions to this natural fortress. Colley
garrisoned the kopjes and placed a line of men almost
round the rim. The place did not look as if it needed
to be fortified, and indeed it might have been held by
determined men against a far greater army than the
Boers could bring against it; but Colley planned out a
series of redoubts to be built of the stones that lay
strewn about ; and the men were told to secure their
positions by fire-shelters of stone and turf. This they
did, but carelessly. They were in fact in a state of
dangerous exaltation. Their defeats had depressed
them ; they now saw the tables turned and shouted
with glee, and when dawn revealed the Boers far below,
showing “scarce as gross as beetles” among their tents
and wagons, the Highlanders, standing defiant on the
sky-line, shook their fists at them.

Colley did not expect an immediate attack : indeed
no attack seemed possible, and the sight of the enemy
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busy inspanning their cattle gave ground for the belief
that they meditated flight.

But soon a long range musketry-fire began from the
lower slopes of the mountain. It did no harm to the
besieged, who lay quite secure behind the edge of their
mountain wall. So the morning wore on ; Commander
Romilly, a gallant sailor, was mortally wounded, and
three men received slight wounds; but the garrison
seemed secure, and exultingly looked down at the Boer
laager breaking up and moving away. But now the
enemy was observed coming closer up the steep slopes
at the base of the mountain. Their fire grew more
accurate, so that moving became risky; but still the
soldiers laughed at all thought of danger, for the flanking
koppies completely guarded the last hundred feet of
the climb—* that smooth ascent bare of trees, rounded
like a skull and so steep that only on hands and knees
could it be climbed.”* The reserves were dozing in the
central hollow, the outer ring were lying on their
stomachs and occasionally potting at a Boer in the
valley below, when suddenly a volley rang out at short
range, and the garrison of one of the koppies, who had
been standing up and firing, were tumbleg over like so
many rabbits. A force of sixty Boers had crept up the
rugged slopes, like hunters stalking mountain Euck, and
when they had got to within eiﬁhty yards of the koppie
suddenly delivered this fatal volley.

The effect was tremendous. The soldiers, who had
been lulled by false security, were taken completely by
surprise. 'There was an instinctive recoil from the vital
point attacked ; the Boers rushed upwards, firing rapidly
and well ; the panic spread and intensified; the men
fell back into the central hollow or behind its inner rim,
and now on the outer rim was a line of Boers concealed
behind the rocks and pouring in a deadly fire upon the
crowd below. In vain the officers tried to rally their

1 See General Butler’s Life of Sir Georgs Collsy.
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men. The panic became a headlong flight ; the fleeing
soldiers were shot by the score as they rushed in a
helpless torrent down the steep sides of the hill
Colley, who had never lost his head for a moment,
and had done all a brave man could to rally his
men, fell with his face to the enemy, shot through
the forehead.

It was a miserable business; but Colley was not
to blame. If the men had not been seized by a panic,
which he could not have foreseen, the Boer attack
must have failed. 'There have been such panics
in the world before, and they will no doubt happen
again. Only a few years before the Boers had fled in
a manner quite as ignominious from a more ignoble foe,
when Burgers begged of them to shoot him rather than
disgrace the Republic, as they ran from the despised
Bapedi. In the Majuba case perhaps a doctor would
look for the cause in the fatigue of the night march,
and the strain of watching from the height, as well as
the excitement of the men. But the plain man will
not find anything to say except that the Boers behaved
like heroes, and the majority of the British in a manner
entirely unheroic.

Poor Colley ! he indeed was a brave man. Perhaps
he had some inkling of his untoward fate, for before
setting out from camp he wrote his wife a letter of
farewell : “I am going out to-night,” he wrote, “to try
and seize the Majuba Hill, which commands the right
of the Boer position, and leave this behind, in case I
should not return, to tell you how very dearly I love
g)u, and what a happiness you have been to me.

on’t let all life be dark to you if I don’t come back to
you. It is a strange world of chances ; one can only do
what seems right to one in matters of morals, and do
what seems best in matters of judgment, as a card-
player calculates the chances, and the wrong card may
turn up and everything turn out to be done for the
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worst instead of for the best. But if one sticks to this
steadily I don’t think one can go wrong in the long
run, and, at any rate, we can do no more.”

But after all, Majuba was not the real disgrace of
the war. What British troops have lost, they may be
always trusted to retrieve. “Let no one ever say
that England lost prestige through Sir George Colley,”
wrote Sir Bartle Frere. “I do not like the word so
much as ¢ character’ or ¢ conduct’ which create it. But
no country ever lost real prestige through defeat.
Nelson,. wounded and repulsed at Teneriffe; Grenvil,
overpowered and dying on the deck of the Revenge,
did as much for England’s prestige as Marlborough
at Blenheim or Wellington at Waterloo. Sir George
Colley miscalculated his own and his enemy’s strength,
but he had nothing to do with disgraceful surrender,
and I am sure had rather be where he now rests than
sign a disgraceful peace, which is the only thing that
can injure England’s prestige.”

Before we come to the “disgraceful peace,” let us
see what was happening in the Transvaal all the time
that Colley was breaking his nails on the wall of the
Drakensbergen.

When the war broke out the military in Pretoria
realised that they could not hope to hold the town,
which was too straggling to be defended, and the whole
population was moved into a more tenable position.
The volunteers did well; the regulars, who were
foolishly clad in scarlet coats and white helmets, less
well, if we are to believe Mr. Nixon’s excellent account
in his Story of the Transvaal; but the best
infantry in the world could do little against a mounted
enemy, and the important thing is that the place held
out, giving at least as good as it got to the end of the
war. At Potchefstroom there was a more terrible si:ge.
A small garrison of two hundred men held a badly
placed fort against a force of six hundred Boers. In
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the last fortnight of the siege all the garrison had to
eat was some rotten, evil-smelling mealies taken from
the bags in the earthworks where they had been placed
for the purpose of defence at the beginning. But the
greatest misery of the siege was surrender, forced upon
Colonel Winsloe by starvation after a desperate siege
of three months. Standerton made a happier defence,
as did Lydenberg; and Rustenberg also, in spite of
an ingenious breech-loading gun made by a Boer out
of wagon-tires.

It must be said that some of the Boers at times
behaved badly, but on this aspect of the war it is
perhaps better to say nothing.

Let us draw this last unhappy chapter to an
end. Gladstone, who had encouraged the Boers to
rebel and then disgusted them into war by breaking
what they regarded as a promise,' now changed his
mind again at the moment when the fortunes of war
were blackest for England. Roberts and his reinforce-
ments were withdrawn, the country was given up, and
the natives and the loyalists abandoned to the tender
mercies of the Boers. The story of this humiliating
transaction is well known ; its results are too sad to
dwell upon. Colonel Lanyon, the brave and loyal
Administrator, whose heart was almost broken by the
surrender, has deseribed them in letters (qpoted on p. 417
of Mr. Martineau’s Life of Frere) which one cannot
read without being overpowered by a desolating sense
of shame. Loyalists, English and Dutch, who had
stood by the Union Jack érough the war, were ruined
and had to leave the country in beggary to escape the
persecution of the other side. The natives, who had
with difficulty been restrained from joining in the
attack upon the Boers, were robbed and murdered

1 The Boers could not follow such fine distinctions as this, for example ;

“To repudiate the annexation of a country is one thing; to abandon that
annexation is another.”
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and enslaved as before; but worse than this, the
surrender laid up terrible trouble for all South Africa
in the future, for one white race was put in a position
to be the tyrants of the other. The Outlanders were
treated as the subjects of a conquered race might
expect to be treated, and the result was the Jameson
Raid and the second Transvaal War.
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CHAPTER XXVI
CONCLUSION

Hezre I must draw my little history to an end, though
how much it leaves out no one knows better than its
author. Indeed, I feel like Sinbad, leaving the Valley
of Diamonds with only a pocketful, for the past of
South Africa is thickly strewn with the ungarnered
jewels of romance. Of the Basuto wars I have said
nothing, of the Kalihari and the terrible treks through
the “thirst-veld” nothing, of the great missionaries
and explorers nothing, of the shipwrecks on the
coast nothing. I have left untouched the wonder-
ful story of the diamond mines and the gold-fields.
Of the wars between Boer and Boer, of Kruger
and Joubert, Brand and Burgers, and all the other
figures of the republics, there is next to nothing, and
I have had to pass over such great Governors as
Sir George Grey and Sir Bartle Frere with only a
reference. I should like to have written of the earl

days of Kimberley; when Cobb’s coaches too

roaring loads of diggers along the rock-hewn road over
Bain’s Kloof, where one may still see the old names cut
on the rock, and over the wide Karoo to where the
tents clustered round the claims. It would be interest-
ing to go over the old story of the pretensions of
the Orange Free State to land which she never
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possessed, and the attempts of the Boers to rule a
mining camp which ended so happily with British
annexation. It would be interesting also to trace the
growth of Johannesburg and the attempts of the Dutch
there also to hold new wine in old bottles. This
would bring us to the legacy of the great surrender,
to the struggles of the Reformers who asked in
vain for a share in the government of which they
were the main support, and ultimately to the Jameson
Raid, to the great work of Lord Milner, and to the
last Transvaal War. In leaving such parts of the
story alone, it is my excuse that while the remote
past with which I have mainly dealt is apt to be for-
gotten, these later chapters are fresh in the minds of
most of us, and have been written, not once, but a
hundred times.

Then what thrilling romances are the lives of Cecil
Rhodes and Dr. Jameson, and their work, the opening
of the Great North Road and the annexation of those
huge territories which are now called Rhodesia. Both
men have been much abused and ardently defended ;
but the abuse can hardly come from the student of
South African history, who is also a Briton and a lover
of his race, nor indeed can it come from the South
African colonist himself, Dutch or English, who realises
the vast heritage conferred by these men upon genera-
tions of South Africans yet unborn. The Great North
Road is an open road now, with its long ribbon of
railway reaching almost to Tanganyika and the heart
of Africa, but it was won in the face of odds so great
and against foes so many and strong—the Boers, the
Germans, the Matabele—that to open it was an achieve-
ment nothing short of heroic. And now we may
hope that the other dreams of the great dreamer are
coming true. “I believe in a United States of South
Africa, but as a portion of the British Empire,” said
Rhodes in 1888, and again in 1888 he said : “ We must
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endeavour to make those who live with us feel that
there is no race distinction between us ; whether Dutch
or English, we are combined in one object, and that is
the union of the states of South Africa, without
abandoning the imperial tie.”

The main obstacle to such a union in the past has
been the refusal of one race to admit the equal claim of
the other. How nearly equal these claims are may be
gathered from this little book. The Dutch conquered
the Western, the English the Eastern Province of Cape
Colony. The Dutch overthrew Moselekatse and
Dirigaan ; the English Cetewayo and Lobengula; the
Dutch cleared the trans-Orange and the Transvaal, the
British settled Rhodesia and developed Natal. The
Dutch have raised cattle and ostriches, vines and grain ;
the English have built roads and railways, opened
harbours and mines. Each race has supplied what the
other lacked, and neither can claim to have the first title
or boast of being able to walk alone. Nor can South
Africans forget what England has done for their benefit
in spite of the blunders and the ignorance which have
led to so much bitterness. It is not only that Great
Britain conquered the Cape and paid six millions for it;
but that she spent vast sums of treasure and many
thousand lives in developing the country and conquer-
ing the native tribes. Shehelped the Cape to fight the
Kafirs ; she settled the Basuto question and thus pro-
tected the Orange Free State; she defeated Cetewayo
and Sekukuni to the benefit of the Transvaal and Natal.
With the two races united in South Africa and the
benignant power of Britain watching over them, there
should surely be a great future. The danger is that
separatism and jealousy and reaction may yet triumph
over the better feelings. There are still enemies who
sow tares in the night, and a rank crop is growing up
in such movements as the artificial fostering of the
Dutch taal, which tends to keep the country bilingual
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and therefore divided. On this point colonists would
do well to remember the admirable advice of their
great Chief-Justice Sir Henry de Villiers, who presided
at the Convention from which we all hope so much.
“Surely,” he said—in the Cape Monthly Magazine
(1876)—*it would be a more genuine patriotism to
improve and elevate the mental condition of our
countrymen by opening up to them those vast
resources, which a study of English literature must
reveal. And if any prejudices stood in his way, the
true patriot would combat them at the risk of his own
popularity in order that his countrymen might not
be left behind in the race after culture and mental
improvement.”

But a book which is concerned only with the
romance of South Africa’s history should not end in a
political dissertation, however tempting the union
proposals may be as a text. It should end rather with
an appeal to South Africans to study their common
history, so rich in great figures and picturesque events.
Why not, for example, celebrate the opening of the
United Parliament in Cape Town, which has infinitely
the best title to be capital of South Africa, by a pageant
which would illustrate the wealth of this history? We
should have Bartholomew Diaz and the terrible Vasco
da Gama, Dom Stephen d’Ataide and Francesco Barreto
in their morions and coats of mail. There would be
Father Monclaro with his crucifix aloft, and the first
martyr, Father Goncala, in his new surplice. We
should see the sturdy Elizabethans, Shilling and Fitz-
herbert, walking with Jourdain the merchant. Then
van Riebeck would come along in knickerbockers
and broad-brimmed hat, his lady by his side in ruff
and farthingale, and Hendrik Boom the gardener, and
Eva the interpretress. There we should see the
stately figures of Simon van der Stel and his friend
the Lord of My 'recht, and Willem Adriaan his son.
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Swellingrebel and all the other eighteenth century
governors would follow in their footsteps, and then
we should have Lady Anne Barnard and her friends of
the first conquest, the good General Janssens and Sir
David Baird, and the choleric Loord Charles Somerset,
Sir Benjamin d'Urban, and Sir Harry Smith and his
Spanish lady in her black mantilla. What fine figures
might be made out of the old soldiers and sailors of
the Dutch East India Company, the sailors led by
van der Decken, the Flying Dutchman himself, with
his white beard and his seven pairs of breeches. We
should have the pirates that defied van der Stel to lay
a finger upon them, we should see Anthon Anreith, the
sculptor, and Pringle, the poet, and old Predikants in
Geneva gowns might walk with the 1820 settlers.
Then there would be Chaka and Dingaan and Hintza,
and the Boer heroes of the treks, and many other
figures that have flitted through these pages! It
would be a brave show, winding past the old Castle
or under the spreading oaks of the Gardens, and would
serve to demonstrate to South Africa what she is apt
to forget, that she has a great past as well as a great
future.
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